


A STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF BENGAL. 


MURRAY AN© G\BD, RDINBypCH, 

PRINTERS TO HER MAJESTY’S STATIONRRVnOFFICE. 






lyWKifcai ERS, 

. . 0€m^>vXk thU^ma, 

Jimmm iB77. 















A 

Statistical Account 

of 

Bengal 




W W HUNTER 





E CXJNCEPT PUBUSraNG COMPANY 

DELHI 




, , , io^LHL 

5tJJ3| .,, ,, 
.K} 

>. r , f „ -i * H 3 .» j >» « "« _ ■*■ » t a* ,1 . w -9 a a-^-a 


Y^'ur- 


fm^y) 


^’TstPub/ished ,S 77 

Reprinted in India ]97fi 
Published by ■ 

g>ncept Publishing Company 

f^rnitedby; 

Works 

Deltu-HOOOe. (India) 




A Statistical Account of Bengal 


By W. W. hunter, B.A., LL.D., 

DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF STATISTICS TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA; 

ONE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY ; HONOKAitY OK FOREIGN MEMBER OF THE 
ROYAL INSTITUTE OP NETHERLANDS INDIA AT THE HAGUE, OF THE INSTITUTO VASCO 
DA GAMA OF PORTUGUESE INDIA, OF THE DUTCH SOCIETY IN JAVA, AND OF 
THE ETHNOLOGICAL SOCIETY, LONDON HONORARY FELLOW OF 
THE CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY J ORDINARY FELLOW OF 
THE ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY, ETC 


VOLUME XV 

DISTRICTS OF MONGHYR AND PURNIAH. 


This volume lias been compiled by C. J. O’Donnell, M.A., C.S., 
Assistant to the Director-Ge^ieral of Statistics. 


TRUBNER & CO,, LONDON 1877. 




PREFACE 


TO VOLUME XV OF 

THE STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF BENGAL. 


This Volume treats of the Districts of Monghyr and Purniah, 
forming the two opposite corners of the Bhdgalpur Division. 

Monghyr District stretches on both banks of the Ganges, 
from the table-land of Chutrd Ndgpur to nearly half across the 
alluvial plains of North Behar. The portion of it to the 
south of the river is broken into two distinct portions by the 
Kharakpur range. Isolated hills and rocks frequently crop 
up; and Monghyr town itself stands upon a cliff, overhanging 
the Ganges. North of the river extends the large Fiscal 
Division of Pharkiyd, a low-lying and jungle-covered prairie 
which affords abundant pasture for cattle during the dry 
months, but in the rainy season becomes a swamp. 

The District of Purniah forms a parallelogram between 
the Ganges and the Nepdl tardL The whole western face 
has been devastated by the changes of the river Kusf, which 
strives year by year to shift its main channel farther towards 
the west, and deposits sterile sand over the arable fields. 
The north-eastern comer runs up irregularly towards Jalpdi- 
guri. As regards its population, as in its local position, 
Purniah occupies the border land between Behar Proper and 
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Bengal. The strip along the tar&i was only 4 dded to the 
Muhammadan Empire in the beginning of the eighteenth 
century; and the inhabitants still show traces of their 
descent from the Himilayan tribes. The people of South 
Monghyr, on the other hand, are connected with the aborigines 
of Central India. 

The total area dealt with in this Volume amounts to 8870 
square miles, and contained in 1872 a population of 3,527,581 
souls. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 

The local weights and measnresare given in detail at” pp. 112 
and 313-315. In some instances in the following volume, these 
weights and measures have been converted into their English 
equivalents, and the native names have not been added. In such 
cases the reconversion from the English equivalents may be effected 
with sufficient accuracy in accordance with the following tables : — 

MONEY. 

I pie of an farthing. 

I. pice (J of an dnn^) = i|- farthings. 

I fend (-j^ of a rupee) = pence. 

The rupee is worth, according to the rate of exchange, from is. 8d. 
to 2S. ; but for conventional conversions it is taken at 2s. 

WEIGHTS, 

The unit of weight is the ser (seer), which varies in different Dis* 
tricts from about lbs. to 2*205 This latter is the standard 
ser as fixed by Government, and corresponds to the metrical 
kilogramme. Eor local calculations in Lower Bengal, the recognised 
ser may be taken at 2 lbs. The conversion of Indian into English 
weights would then be as follows : — 

I chhatdk (-^ of a ser) = 2 02. 

I ser of a maund) = 2 lbs. 

I man or maund (say) = 82 lbs. 

LAND MEASURE. 

The unit of land measure is the b%hd, which varies fiom J of 
an acre to almost t acre. The Government stfedard bighd is 
14,460 Sqttare feet say J erf an acre; and this has been 
tmiihimiy'ddc^led throughout the 




I shall be grateful for any corrections or suggestions 
which occur to the reader. They may be addressed to me, 
at the Indid, Office, Westminster. 




STATISTICAL ACCOUNT 


OF THE 

DISTRICT OF MONGHYR.' 


'^HE District of Monghyr (Miingfr), which forms^ the western 
portion of the Bh^alpur Division, is situated between 24*^ 
22' and 25® 49' north latitude, and 85® 40' and 86® 55^ east longi* 

^ This Statistical Account has been compiled chiefly from the following 
materials : — (l) The answers to my five series of questions, signed by the District 
Officers (1870-71), (2) A variety of special communications, furnished by the 

Collector, Mr. Lockwood, C.S, (3) A Repott on the Kharakpur Irrigation 
Works by the Superintending Engineer of the S6n Circle, (4) Report on the 
Bengal Census of 1872 by Mr. Beverley, C.S,, with subsequent District Com- 
pilation by Mr. Magrath, C.S. (5) MS. Statistical Survey by Dr. Buchanan 
Hamilton (1807-1813). (6) Report by the Collector on the VUlage Officials of 

the District {1874), (7) List of Roots, etc., used as food by the lower classes of 

the people, dra'ra up by Major Waller, District Superintendent of Police. 
(8) Opium Statistics, famished by the Sub-Deputy Opium Agent (9) Report by 
the Collector on the I.and Tenures of the District, dated December 21, 1874. 
(10) Report on Abwdbs or Customary Cesses by the Collector, Mr, Barlow, CS, 
(1872), (ii) Report on the Famine of 1866, by Mr. J. R Cockerell, C.S. (12) 
Fortnightly narrative of the progress of the Scarcity in 1874, with special Minute 
by Sir R. Temple, K.C.S.L (13) Statistics of River Tr^c, ascertained at the 
S^bganj R^istry Station. {14) Statistics of Railway Traffic, furnished by Mr* 
Carter, local traffic manager of the East India Railway Company. (15) Annual 
Reports of the Police, Jails, and Educational Departments of the Lower Pro- 
vinces. (16) Special Jail Statistics, furnished by the Inspector-General for the 
years 1857-58, i86o-6i, and 187a (17) Postal Statistics, fumiriied by the 

Director-Geneikl of Post ojffices. (18) Paigand Statistics of Bengal, printed by 
the Board of Revenue. (19) Medi<^ Reports, furnished by successive Civil 
Surgeons. (20) Annual Meteorological Reports of Bengal. (21) Annual Re- 
ports on the Charitable Dispensaries of BengaL (22) Note on the Geolc^ of 
the District, furnished by Mr. H. B. Medlicott, of the Geolc^c^ Department 
(23) Information supplied by Professor Blochmann, M.A., and other gentlemen, 
ogether with a variety of personal inquiries. 
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tude. It contains a population of 1,812,986 souls, according to the 
Census of 1872; and a total area, as returned by the Boundaiy 
Commissioner in 1875, of 3922 square miles. The Administrative 
Headquarters are at Monghyr tovm, the most populous place in the 
District, which is situated on the right or southern bank of the river 
Ganges, in 25® 23' north latitude and 86® 31' east longitude. 

Boundaries. — The District of Monghyr is bounded on the north 
by the Districts of Bh^alpur and Tirhut ; on the east by the District^ 
of Bh^galpur ; on the south by the Santdl Pargan^ls and the District 
of Haz^rib^gh ; and on the west by the Districts of Gay^, Patnd, 
and Tirhut. These limits coincide in no direction with physical 
boundaries. 

Jurisdictions. — The existence of Mongh}^* as a separate executive 
centre is reckoned to date from the year 1812. It appears from a 
letter dated the 15th July of that year, that Mr. Ewing was appointed 
to have charge of the Monghyr criminal court, called the Court of 
the Joint -Ma^stracy of Monghyr, which was subordinate to the 
Magistrate of Bhdgalpur, bearing somewhat the relation of a modem 
Subdivision. The language of the above letter and sub^quent cor- 
respondence seem to show that the appointment of Mr. Ewing was 
the first step taken ; but I have been unable to trace, in the records 
of either Bhdgalpur or Monghyr, the original orders directing the 
formation of the new jurisdiction. A letter, also, from Mr. Dowdes- 
well, Secretary to Government, dated the 2 2d October 18 ii, proves 
that at that time no magisterial authority existed in Monghyr except 
that of the Magistrate of Bh^galpur, to whom it is- addressed. ^ I 
am directed,’ it runs, ‘ to acquaint you that his Excellency the Vice- 
Presideiit in Council considers it of importance that you should 
revert to the practice, which formerly existed, of holding the kachdri ‘ 
during a part of the year at Monghyr, and that he desires that you 
will make the necessary arrangements for that purpose.’ The extent 
of the Monghyr jurisdiction is not mentioned till September 1814, 
when it is stated to comprise five thdnds or police divisions, — 
Monghyr, T^rd.pur, Sdrajgarha, Mallalipur,’ and Gogri.^ No change 
seems to have been made in the criminal jurisdiction of the Monghyr 
court till 1832, when it was determined to erect it into a revenue- 
receiving centre, under the name of a Deputy-Collectorship, the 
new office, being conferred on the then Joint- Magistrate. This 
officer, although he did not obtain the tide, exercised most of the 
powers of a full Magistrate-Collector; and from the first corre- 
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sponded directly with the chief executive, and revenue authorities, 
and not throu^ the Collector of Bh%alpur, whose deputy he at 
first nominally was. In order to form the new ‘ District, 
Sdrajgarha, Mongh3rr, Ch^ndanbhiika, Kajri, Pharkiya, Abhaipur, 
and Gidhaur were transferred from the District of Bhifgalpur ; par- 
gands Amarthu, Roh (in part), Narhit (in part), Majdah, Behar (in 
part), and, Samya (in part), from the District of Behar; and par- 
gands Malkf, Baliyi, Masjidpur, Akbarpur-R£ni, Bhdsdri, Bdda- 
bhdsdrf, Naipur, Imddpur, Kabkhand, and Utarkhand, from the 
District of Tirhut. Two years later, in i^^4^pargand Chakdf was 
transferred from the District of Rdmgarh; and in 1839, pargand 
Bisthazdri from the District of Patna. Numerous minor changes 
followed. In 1845, two Villages of pargand Behar and one village 
of pargand Samya were transferred from the District of Behar to 
Monghyr. In the following year, eight villages of pargand Maldali 
were transferred from Monghyr to Patnd, and twenty-two villages of 
pargand Ghidspur from Patnd to Monghyr. In 1855, seven vil- 
lages of Bdda-bhilsdrf were transferred from Monghyr to Tirhut; 
nineteen villages from Behar to Monghyr ; and three villages from 
Patnd District, pargand Ghidspiir, to hfonghyr. The greatest 
change of frontier between Bhdgalpur and Monghyr was effected in 
June 1874, when pargands Sakhrdbddf, Dardrd, Singhol, Kharakpur, 
Parbatpdrd, together with tappds Lodwah and Simrdwan, and 281 
villages from pargands Sdhrdz and Lakhanpur, comprising in all an 
area of 61 $”6 2 s'quare -miles, were transferred to Monghyr- from 
Bhdgalpiir. Again, in November 1874 and Februaiy 1875, ^ 
lages of parga^id Chandan Katurid were also taken from Bhdgalpur 
and annexed to Monghyr. 

Since 1832, the magisterial jurisdiction of Mongh)n has increased 
or diminished with that of the Collector. The civil and the higher 
criminal or assize jurisdiction is still vested in the Judge of Bhdgal- 
pur, who, at least once in every two months, visits Monghyr to try 
sessions cases and inspect the civil courts and jail. 

The early history of the District is completely bound up with that 
of the old Rdjput Mu almdn family of Kharakpur. A full account 
of this family will be found in the description of pargand Kharakpur, 
the most important , of that group of paigands known as the Mahdldt 
Kharakpur. Other historical information will be given in connection 
with the tow’ns of Monghyr and Gidhaur and pargand Pharkiyd. 

Physical Aspects of the District. — Monghyr District is divided 



20 


STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF MONGHYR. 


into two portions, of unequal size and of very different char^ter, by 
the river Ganges. The northern portion, which i^fhe smaller, is 
a flat, alluvial plain, very little raised above the ordinary level of the 
Gauges, and always liable to inundations when that river comes 
down in flood It is traversed from north-west to south-east by the 
Little Gandak, which falls into the Ganges opposite the town of 
Monghyr. The portion south of the Ganges consists of two plains, 
separated by a low range of hills running north and south, the chief 
of which are the Kharakpur hills, which form a very distinct water- 
shed. The river Keul, traversing the Jamdi Subdivision, receives 
the drainage of the western side of this range, and falls into the 
Ganges near Sdrajgarha. The river Man drains the eastern side, 
and falls into the Ganges at Bari^rpur. The District north of the 
river presents no features of geological interest, arid is devoid of 
scenery. It is quite flat, and for the most part consists of post-tertiaxy 
alluvium. It is very fertile, and supports a large popukttion. The 
south of the District is of remarkable construction, being composed 
entirely of only the oldest and newest formations. Quartz, mixed 
in various proportions with mica, may be said to compose the 
basis of the country. It constitutes the greater portion of the 
r^ge of hills intersecting the District, and in the south forms conical 
peaks of no great height. It appears below the Monghyr fort, and 
as pure granite in the bed of the Ganges at the Beacon Kocks. 
Homstone and jasper extend along the eastern face of the hills 
from N^yagarha on the road to Bh^galpur, and are also met with at 
Bakam, south-west from Kharakpur. Numerous hot springs are 
found throughout the whole tract where these metamorphic strata 
appear. Chlorite appears to form the highest summits of the hills, 
and is also found to the west of Pah^rpur, wedged in between the 
homstone and quartz. Nodular iron ore is found in extensive beds 
in pargands Chakdi, Parbatprirri, and Sahrdi. Laterite overlies the 
quartz in the neighbourhood of Monghyr. The latter formations 
are found along the Ganges, extending up to the Monghyr, Dar^r^, 

, and Lakisarif hills, in the form of a rich alluvial deposit ; and then, 
bending round the west of the latter range, spread out southward 
and eastward -over largands Maldah, Bisthaz^', Amarthri, and 
Jamrii. 

The Rivers of Monghyr are all tributaries or sub-tributaries of 
the Ganges. 

The Ganges divides the District into two portions, and has a 


THE RIVER SYSTEM. 


21 

course within its boundaries of about seventy miles. The first 
reach is from the point where it touches the District at the south 
of pargand Naipur, nearly opposite the railway station of Barh in 
the Patn^ District, to the town of, Stirajgarha. -This sweep of the 
river trends to the south-^ast, is thirty miles long, and has several 
large' islands in its course. From Sdrajgarha begins the northerly 
bend, encircling the high land, which attains its greatest height 
in the fort of Monghyr. The river is here both wide and deep 
at all times of the year; and in the rains spreads over the Ioav 
lands of patgand Pharkiyi to a distance of twenty miles from itb, 
ordinary bed. From Monghyr it turns almost due south for twelve 
miles, and then eastward for five miles, to the boundary of Bhdgal- 
pur. It is navigable at all times of the year for river steamers and 
the largest kinds of native boats. The rivers north of the Ganges 
are formed by the lower reaches of rivers which have their rise 
and the greater part of their course in the adjoining Districts of 
Tirhut and Bhdgalpur. The principal of these are the following : — 

The Little Gandak enters the District between Bhus^i 
and Naipur, and after a tortuous course, which is generally parallel 
to the Ganges, through pargands Bhiis^ri, Baliyd, and Pharkiyi, 
falls into the Ganges at Gogrf, six miles north-east of Monghyr. 
It is navigable throughout the who^e year for boats of four tons, 
and in the rains for boats of seventy tons burden. . It is the most 
important trade route in the north of the District, and is connected 
by several large khdls or channels with the Tiljfigl 

The Tiljuga passes through the centre of the gceaX par^and of 
Pharkiyd. It is properly ^ Bh^alpur river, and is navigable for the 
same kind of boats as , the Little Gandak. 

The other water communications of the north of the District are 
kMls or connecting channels, which are available only in the rains. 
By keeping to them, boats of twenty tons burden can get within a 
short distance, of any place in the great inundated tract extending 
from Tiikeswar to the eastern boundary of the District, about thirty- 
two miles in length and fourteen miles in width. The most im- 
portant of these are tlie Khargari^, Bdghmatf, and Chandi Md/s. 

None of the rivers of the south of the District, except part of the 
Keul, are navigable at any time of the year, — in the diy weather for 
want of water, and in the rains on account of their rapidity and un- 
certainty of flood. In the spring and summer, it is only near their 
sources that they contain any visible stream ; and then each of the 
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numerous small branches holds a greater quantity of water than 
the large channel, ’v^om by the united force of these torrents when 
swollen by the periodical rains. The widest channels, indeed, appear 
perfectly dry sand ; but by digging, a foot or two deep, good water 
may at all tirnes be procured. It is evident that this subterraneous 
water has in some cases a current. Canals dug obliquely across the 
bed collect a small stream, which maybe conveyed to some distance, 
for the purposes of irrigation. 

The principal of these streams is the Keul, which rises at Karak- 
. diha in Haz^ribdgh, and, running north-eastwards through pargand 
Gidhaur, passes under the subdivisional town of Jamili. Opposite 
the old castle of Gidhaur it is joined by the Maura, which rises in 
the .Mallahpur hills, ‘The united streams form a channel four 
hundr^^d yards wide, which is, however, filled only a few times during 
the year, kfter heavy rainfalls. Two miles below this • point it re- 
ceives the UMyi, a fine river, which even in March has a consider- 
able stream. Seven or eight miles below this junction, the Keul 
receives the Anjdnd, the nymph of which gave birth to Hanum^, 
the king of monkeys, the offspring of an amour with the wind-god 
Pivan, The Keul is joined by the Halah^ twenty miles above the 
point where it falls into the Ganges at Sdrajgarha. Throughout this 
final portion of its course, below the confluence of the Halahdr, it 
is usually navigable during the rains for boats of fifteen tons burden. 

The Man rises in pargand Wasila, receives accessions from the 
warm spring of Mah^deb hill, and flows nearly due north through 
pargands Sahrdf and Kharakpur to the Ganges, into which it falls 
just at the boundary between Monghyr and Bh^galpur. The other 
rivers on the west of the Kharakpur hills are the Naktf, formed from 
the Kathrd and Mata, the Bdghdhar, the Kasdi, and the B^ruy^. 

The Changes in the River Courses have been almost confined 
to the Ganges, the main channel of which has several times changed 
to north or south of the several islands that lie in the bed of the 
river west of Monghyr. At present it passes directly under the fort ; 
and a great piece of land, called the Bind£ didrd^t with an area of 
twenty-two square miles, has been formed in the south of pargand 
Pharkiy^. The changes in the Little Gandak and Tiljilg£ have 
been unimportant, consisting of the cutting off of a sharp bend, or 
the forming of a new one through low ground. 

The Banks of the rivers in the north' of Monghyr are either 
abrupt or sloping, according to ‘the varying incidence of the cur- 
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tent Hie Littib Gandak has generally abrupt banks, and the Tiljugd 
Slbping ones, the difference being due to the unequal force of their 
currents. The greater number of the southern rivers, such as the 
Keul and Man, have steep banks. 

The Boat Routes are up and down the Ganges, the Little 
Gandak, the Tiljugd, and the khdls which unite the two latter. The 
boats used are like those of the neighbouring Districts— up 
cto eighty tons hwcden, Jfanszs, son’ndds, kusis^ ektas^ patilds^ kaiurds^ 
and malnis^ besides hajras and hhaulids. 

The Loss of Life by Drowning, as reported to the police in 
the year 1870, in the whole District was 193 ; in 1871, 247; in 
1872, 268; in 1873, 207^ in 187.^, 311. The greatest number of 
deaths from this cause were in the northern police divisions of Gogri, 
Tegri, and Eegu Sardi, and in Shaikhpuri, south of the Ganges. 

Lakes and Marshes. — The country north of the Ganges abounds 
in marshes, several hundred being enumerated in the single ^argand 
of Pharkiy^. Their formation is generally peculiar, the banks, 
which are covered with wild roses and the lantana bush, being high 
and abrupt, which would seem to show that they owe thein origin to 
the diversions of great rivers. It is probable that the Ganges at one 
time made a bend ten miles north of its present bed, through this 
Fiscal Division. They are filled annually by the floods of 
Ganges or Gandak, and during the rains abound with alligators*, or, 
more strictly speaking, snub-nosed crocodiles. They are also full of 
fish, and form the chief source of the Monghyr fish supply. All 
along the north of the District there is a chain of marshes, the 
principal of which is the great Kdbar lake. Rice is sown on the 
edges of the shallow marshes. The deeper ones are frequented 
during the cold season by myriads of wild-fowl, geese, ducks, and 
ibis. South of the Ganges, permanent marshes are of insignificant 
size; but considerable tracts of country are flooded in the rains, 
particularly to the east of the Jamdlpur and Kharakpur hills. 

Irrigation is practised all over the District, particularly in the 
portion south of the Ganges. In low rice-growing country it is un- 
iiecessary ; but on the higher lands, suited for sdthi rice, artificial 
watering is common, when the rains are late and it is important to get 
the crop sown. This is often rendered easy by floods in the Ganges, 
due tp up-country rain. The contrivances used for raising ‘the water 
are very simple, and generally inexpensive. If the water level is not 
more than two feet below that of the field to be irrigated, the siuni 
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is used. This is formed from a piece of very closely woven bamboo 
matting, about eighteen inches to two feet square-, two of whose ad- 
jacent comers are brought together, and the touching edge sewn up, 
so as to produce an article like a flat, shallow coal-scuttle. Two 
ropes are attached to the wedge-shaped end thus formed, and one 
to each of the remaining comers. It is worked by two men,, each 
holding one of the end and one of the comer ropes, who plunge it 
into the water, and, bringing it up full, discharge it into the field by a 
quick raising of the end ropes. Another contrivance is called the 
which corresponds to the dongd of the south-western Districts, 
It is usually made of the hollowed trunk of a tdl tree, and is worked 
by one man, who stands on one end in order to depress it into, the 
water. He has merely to withdraw his weight, when a simple leves. 
tilts the tmnk up and dischaiges the water through the other end, 
which rests on the edge of the field. A system of three or four 
IdthiAs may be used for lifting water from a deep tank. The jdnf 
is irrigator worked in precisely the same way as t^e last, except 
that, as a large hemispherical vessel of iron or baked earth is sub- 
stituted for the tdl trunk, the man working it has the extra labour of 
landing it on the edge of the field and then emptying it in. On the 
high lands in the south, where opium and sugar-cane are grown, 
most of the irrigation is effected* from wells, and is a very expensive 
process. The contrivance employed is called a mot, and requires 
two men and two oxen to work it. It consists of a large leather 
bag, which is kept open by a circular rim of iron. It is lowere’d 
into the well by means of a stout rope passing over a pulley supported 
on uprights. To the other end of the rope two bullocks are yoked, 
who raise the water by walking away from the well. One man 
attends on and drives the bullocks, whilst the othei lands and 
empties the mot 

The Kharakpur Irrigation Works. — 'fhe most important 
works for the purposes of irrigation are those now (1875) in course 
of erection on the Kharakpur estate of the MahMj^ of Darbhangah, 
This fine property, like the other estates of the family in Behar, has 
been for some years under the management of the Court of Wards, 
and has had the advantage of skilled European supervision. One 
of the most valuable results of this management is the irrigation 
scheme described below, which has now veiy nearly approached 
completion; 

About two miles south of the town of Kharakpur, the river Man 
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inms 4 irotigh a gorge between two steep hills. This river has its 
source in the perennial hot springs of Bhlmb^dh, and is never dry. 
Its bed is formed of sand and shingle, more or less bound togeth^ 
by alluvial silt This layer is from eight to sixteen feet thick, and 
overlies a stratum of the stifFest day, of var3dng depth; which is again* 
supported on the quartzite and jasper rock, which constitutes the 
predominant formation of the surrounding country. Just at the 
narrowest point of the gorge, this rock crops out across the river bed, 
and has been taken advantage of to form a natural foundation on 
whidi to raise a great dam. To the south the gorge widens out into 
a valley, hemmed in on all sides by low but abrupt hills. This 
valley will be the future reservoir. 

In April 1870, sanction was obtained from Government for thd ex- 
penditure of 2 4, 9 9 o on irrigation works. Contracts were completed, 
and the contractors received authority to be^n work iii about two 
months afterwards, but by that time the working season had veiy 
nearly passed away. In fact, little was done till the following October 
beyond the collection of labourers and materials. Here, also, a 
fresh difficulty presented itself. The chord line of the East India 
Railway was in course of construction through the western parts of 
the District, and had absorbed the greater part of the local labour 
supply, by offering higher rates of wages than the Kharakpur con- 
tractors were willing to give. The labourers were constantly ab- 
sconding, — as soon as, accoirding to the custom of the country, they 
received an advance.. The woricing season of 1870-71 went by with 
little done, most of the time being spent by the engineers in repeated 
representations that higher rates, which were ultimately granted, 
were absolutely necessary. A good deal of work was done in the 
cold weather of 1871-72; was expended, and it was hoped 

that the works would be completed by the end of 1873. However, 
as they progressed, it was found that the amount originally sanctioned 
would do little more than complete the main dam and the reser- 
voir, whilst a large extra sum would be required for distributaries. 
New estimates were drawn up, and ^6^,25^ was ultimately granted 
for the whole works, 9,493 of which was allotted to the main 
dam, and ;^49,764 to canals and minor distributaries. 

The following description of the works is derived from a report 
by the. Superintending Engineer of the Sdn circle, and represents 
their condition at the beginning of the rainy season of 1875. They 
had then been completed, oxcept for a narrow passage in die main 
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dam through which the river flows. This great mass of earthwork 
is eighty-one feet high, measured from the river bed; twenty-seven 
feet wide on the top, with sides sloping one foot in three. The 
extreme length on the top, from hillside to hillside, is seven hundred 
feet. It is composed throughout of homogeneous red clay rammed 
in thin layers, and is traversed in the centre by a rubble stone 
masonry wall, three feet thick at the top and ten feet wide* at the 
base, spread out by footings to twenty-six feet in the foundation 
which rests on the solid day. The front of the slope is j)rotected 
by a layer of rubble stone about one foot thick, which it has been 
proposed to bind together with mortar, in order to prevent animals 
from burrowing into it The waste weir has been cut’ out on the 
south side from the rock, the greatest depth of cutting being forty feet. 
It is one hundred feet long and three hundred and forty wide on 
the crest The rock is solid quartz, and can never be in any way 
affected by the action of the water. The hill at this point slopes 
rapidly on both faces, and there is a deep ravine on the outer side 
communicating with the river, by which the water will be carried off. 
The crest of the overflow weir is twenty feet below the top of the 
'dam, and twenty-three feet above the sills of the outlet irrigation 
sluices. The northern outlet is cut through clay and rock, on the 
latter of which the sluices are founded. The southern outlet is 
through «ptiff clay in a thirty feet cutting. All these sluices have a 
cut stone floor and rubble stone apron,* extending for two hundred 
feet. The wnlls are faced with cut stone, and pierced in the case of 
the northern outlet with three vents of four feet by three feet, and 
in the southern outlets with four vents of the same size. They are 
fitted with iron frames and gates, worked from above by powerful 
screw gearing. Besides the waste weir, some waste sluices ’of similar 
construction are provided, in order to return to the Man river below 
a certain proportion of the water, for reasons to be afterwards men- 
tioned. 

The shingly bed of the river for some time gave trouble, as its 
porous nature caused fear of percolation, which might result in the 
entire destruction of the dam. At first, five wells, of eleven feet in 
. diameter and one and a half feet apart, were sunk in the line of the 
wall, through the shingle bed -and the sub-lpng clay, down to the 
rock. It was afterwards resolved to remove entirely the shingle bed, 
and the following arrangement was adopted. A coffer dam of thick 
teak planks, in double rows six feet apart, was driven down through 



THE KHARAKPUR IRRIGATION WORKS. 27 


' the clay and filled with puddle, the whole way across the river, thir- 
teen feet from the line of the traversing wall on the up-stream side. 
The intermediate shingle between the wall ^d the cofifer dam was 
then removed, and the space filled with concrete. Another similar 
dam was constructed in the line of the foot of the inner slope, two 
hundred and fifty feet from the wall, the whole of the loose material 
being again cleared out down to the solid clay and rock. A portable 
engine and a Guynnes' pump were employed to keep the pit free 
of water. The whole of the work has been very neatly and well 
executed, the side slopes being carefully dressed and turfed, masoniy 
drains provided for carrying off rain water from the slopes and roadSj 
and the whole protected by neat wire fencing. A sudden freshet in 
the river in. May 1875 carried back into the excavation some of the 
shingle -which had been removed, but beyond causing a temporary 
delay, no damage was done ; the extra cost entailed by this little 
accident was about ;^8o. Some of the distributaries have been 
completed, and their falls tested with the full volumes of water they 
will eventually have to carry. At the present time (October 1B75) 
the works are being pressed on, and the engineers hope to complete 
them, by filling in the gap in the main dam, before the rains of 1876. 
The Deputy-Commissioner of Wards^ Estates in the Patnd Division in- 
forms me that by the end of August i875,;;,^io,794 had been expended 
on the main dam, and ^^41,6 15 on the canals and distributaries. 

The following figures, given in a report by the Superintending 
Engineer of the Darbhangah Rdj to the Commissioner of Patnd,, show 
the financial results that are expected to be obtained, and also esti- 
mates of the volume of water to be impounded, and to be passed by 
the waste weir : — 

The lands to be irrigated by the scheme amount to 26,240 stan- 
dard The whole of this area is suitable for the cultivation 

of fine rice, and at present yields a rental of ^£2^22, 16s. 9d., on 
an average assessment of R. o. 14. 2 or is. 9|(i per dtgM. It is 
calculated that, with the aid of irrigation, it will bear an average rental 
of Rs. 3 or 6s. per MgM, or a total rental of per annum, — ^an 

increase of ;^SS49,' 3s. on the present rental. The revised 
estimate of the total cost of the undertaking amounts to 
I os. 7id. ; so that the return will be eight per cent, on the expendi- 
ture. In addition, it is hoped that irrigation will in the future 
prevent those periodical losses of revenue due to failure of crops, 
which hitherto have occmrt^ nearly qiiinqueniiially. 
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The area of the catchment basin is thirty-six square miles, and the 
greatestrainfallregistered during the last seven years, was 59*42 inches. 
The largest discharge ascertained by river gauge during the same 
period was 11,067 cubic feet per second, and the greatest discharge 
of the basin is. calculated to be 19,278 cuhic feet per second. • The 
crest of the main dam is forty-three feet, and the crest of the waste 
weir twenty-three feet, above the sills of the sluices ; and the' area of 
the reservoir at the level of the sills is 17 square miles, calculated 
from a survey and a contour section of the basin. The capacity 
of the reservoir storage between the sills of the sluices and the crest 
of the waste weir is, therefore, 1,090,045,440 cubic feet, which repre- 
sents the amount of water to be impounded in one year for the 
purpose of irrigation. Assuming a 60 inches rainfall, the total 
catchment of the basin will be 4,516,300,800 cubic feet that is, 
the sluices and waste weir must be able, if required, to discharge 
3426 millions of cubic feet. These figures are thus fixed in conse- 
quence of an agreement between the .Darbhangah Court of Wards 
and Rdji LiMnand Sinh, who owns the riparian land farther down 
the river, that not more than one-third of the average amount of 
water due to rainfall should be impounded. The means provided 
are amply sufficient to do this : the sluices, seven in number, four 
on the southern and three on the northern side of the river, are 
four feet by three, with a head of twenty-one feet. When the water 
in the reservoir is level with the crest of the waste weir, they can 
discharge 189a cubic feet per second, t\e, 163,296,000 cubic feet 
per diem, or the year’s surplus rainfall over the storage in twenty-one 
days. Independently of the sluices, the waste weir, one hundred 
feet in length, has its crest twenty feet below the crest of the main 
dam, and, with a head of 9*8 feet, would dispose of the greatest 
discharge ever registered in excess of storage,^ — that is, 3426 millions 
of cubic feet, in less than four days. For irrigation purposes, there 
is thus a storage of 1090 millions cubic feet, or 124,620 cqbic 
feet for each acre of the area to be irrigated, exclusive of the local 
rainfall over that area. Allowing Colonel Rundall’s estimate of one, 
cubic yard per hour per acre for monsoon crops, this will be suffi- 
cient for 192 days, which is much more than the period required for 
the growth of the late or c^hani rice, and leaves an ample supply for 
autumn cold-weather and spring cultivation. 

In Kharakpur it appears ,to have been the custom to erect Mr 
handhs or embankments across small hill streams, in order to intercept 
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their waters for purposes of imgation. They were formerly constructed 
at the expense of the Darbhangah^ estate, by the jeth rayats (head- 
men) of the villages within which they lay. As they were made with- 
out the necessary careful calculation of the amoimt of flood-water 
to which they were liable to be exposed, and were constantly being 
injured, it was proposed, in 1873, that a special examination and 
report should be made on all the embankments, and that they should 
be divided into three classes :—(i) Those likely to, prove perma- 
nently remunerative, owing to the increased value given to a large 
area of land by their construction. (2) Those not likely to prove 
remnnerative, but which, having been always maintained at tlie. 
expense of the estate, could not be abandoned without hardship to 
the rayats^ and which could be constructed in a solid manner at 
an expense not greater than the amount which, at five per cent, 
would yield the average annual expenditure on repairs. (3) Similar 
bandhs which should be maintained, but which could not be con- 
structed within the above limit of expense. It was also suggested 
that it might be found desirable to erect bandhs at places where they 
had not hitherto existed. The Collector was asked to prepare re- 
turns, showing, if possible, the number and the area of the holdings 
which would be benefited, with their rental. His reply gave volumi- 
nous details, and it appeared that the earthwork had in that year 
been executed in places in anticipation of sanction. The total of 
the estimate for which sanction was ultimately given was ;j^3047, 
10s. 7^d, The scheme, which is not yet (1875) <^omplete, will 
benefit 2057 farmers and 5743 acres of land. The cost will thus 
. be under 12s. an acre. 

The Fisheries of Monghyr District are very extensive on the 
Ganges and Gandak and their tributaries. The supply is at most 
•periods of the year abundant, but is diminished at the season of the 
highest floods. The ordinary manner of catching fish is by means 
of nets ; but sometimes, and particularly in shallow waters, spears are 
used. The Banpars and Gonrfs are said to be most expert in the 
use of these weapons. Ddbtoi Keuts, who are good divers, pursue 
fish under water with the spear. The number of persons returned 
by the Census of 1872 as belonging to the fishing castes is S 7 >^ 34 » 
which would give about 10,000 fishermen. In 1811, Dr. Buchanan 
Hamilton estimated the profit of a fisherman^s labour at about Rs. 4 
a month, and that fish sold at three pounds weight for a penny. 
The price is now three times as great, and the monthly profit is at 
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least doubled; The annual value, tlierefore, of the fisheries of the 
District is almost ^96,000. The following are some among the 
fisheries in Monghyx, with their extent and annual rental : — A. reach 
of the Halah^r river vsxpargand Maldah, 6 miles long and 150 yards 
wide, is rented at a year. A reach of the Keul river, in pargand 
Sekandrd, 4 miles long and 100 yards wide, at ;j^.20 a year. The 
fishing rights in the Man river, m pargand Kharakpur, 26 miles long 
and 100 yards wide, at per annum. The Gurkha fishery, in 
pargand Kajri, 2 miles long and 100 yards wide, ^£2$ a year. The 
Dakra NdU fishery, in pargand Monghyr, 8 miles long and 100 yards 
wide, at ;^24 a year. The Mainwa ndld fishery, in pargand Mon- 
ghyr,. 6 miles long and 200 yards wide, ;:^io a year. .The right of 
fishing in the Tiljdgi river, within pargand Pharkiyd, 40 miles , long 
and 50 yards wide, is held on a lease at ^26 a year. And the 
Mairah, also in pargand Pharkiyd, i mile long and 50 yards wide,' at 
^£“27, los. od, a year. 

The most common fishes found in the rivefiS of Monghyr Dis- 
trict are, — the nddni (Cyprinus kalibansa or atratus); the naola^ 
the half-grown fry of the last; mirgal (Cyprinus mirga); kaild 
(Cyprinus katla); mi (Cyprinus ruhita); chapra (Trichopodus 
khalisa) ; gajar (Ophiocephalus wrahl) ; mullet (Mugil Indica). The 
Siluroids are, — kanach (Silurus pugentissimus) ; tengra (Macroneo 
lamarri); riia (Rita ritoedes); gohia (Callichrous chekra); bodlt 
(Wallago attu); patosi (Ailiichthys punctata);, bagar (Bagaruis 
yarelli) ; singhi (Saccobranchus fossilis) ; silaud (Silundia Gangetica) ; 
pangas (Pangasius Buchanani or Pimelodus pangash) ; chitdl (Mystus 
chittala); corva (Belone cancila); moh (Notoptei;us kapirat); the ray 
(Batoides ordes) ; bdghair (Pimelodus bagW) ; hilsd (Clupea alosa) ; 
and the hdm (Nuroena bam). The maJisir (Barbustor), a fish well 
known to anglers, is met with in the river Man, but, owing to the 
scantiness of water in the dry season, does not grow to any size. 
When the Kharakpur irrigation works on this river are complete, 
■and the stored-up water forms a lake amolig the hills, it will have 
room to grow to a larger size, and mahsir fishing will, it is antici- 
pated, form an additional attraction to Monghyr. 

There is a considerable trade in shells of the fresh-water mussel 
(Unio), and of the marsh snail (Ampullaria). They are collected in 
thousands in the Pharkiy£ marshes, and yield a very pure lime, worth 
from £2 to £,2^ ios. od. a ton, when the carbonic acid has been 
separated by heat. 
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The Minerals found in Monghyr District are almost entirely 
confined to the south of the Ganges. The more important are the 
following : — Galena, a sulphuret of lead, containing a small quantity 
of silver, found in the hill tracts of pargand Chakdf. Minium, or 
protoxide of lead, from the bed of the Kharakpur hill streams. Anti- 
mony ore, a sulphuret of antimony, from the Chakdi hills ; sold in 
the bdzdr under the name of surma, and used by zaridnd ladies for 
tinting their eyebrows. A rich iron ore is quarried in the Kharakpur 
hills near Bhimbdndh ; actynotite is found in the same neighbour- 
hood. Hematite, or peroxide of iron, is an impure or earthy species 
of iron oxide, combined to some extent with alumina, silica, and a 
trace of alkali. The percentage of pure iron oxide, as near as pos- 
sible, is sixty per cent. It would be valuable for smelting, if limestone 
as a flux and coal or other fuel were cheap. As the District, how- 
ever, is destitute of carboniferous strata, and wood is too dear, it is 
only used as a cheap pigment for painting. It is found principally 
in the Kharakpur hills. Felspar fit for the manufacture of porcelain 
is met with in great abundance in the southern part of the District. 
Corundum is obtained from the hills near Jamdf, but the' precious 
lorms are not met with. Travertine is found near Gidhaur and in 
the Kharakpur hills. Kankar or nodular limestone, principally used ’ 
for metalling the roads, is found more or less in all parts of the 
District, rpostly in the older tertiary formations of alluvial origin. 
There are also stone and slate quarries in the District, Of the latter 
the most extensive is in pargand Abhaipiir, and is the property of 
Messrs. Ambler & Co., of Monghyr. 

The Forest Tracts of Monghyr were returned in some statistical 
tables, published by the Board of Ke'-'enue in 1872, as covering an 
area of 427 square miles, mostly situated in pargands Gidhaur, 
Chdndanbhflkd, and Chak^. The Collector in 1871 reported, seem- 
ingly on information derived from the police, that the Gidhaur 
forests )rielded an annual rental of ^750, and those of Chakdf 
He added that, after having seen a large part of this country', he 
could not say there was much valuable timber grown in it. There is 
a forest tract in the Kharakpur estate of the Mahdrdjd of Darbhangah, 
which for some years was leased to European merchants in Mongh)^ 

jC 95 ^ ^ measured ten miles long by four wide. The 

jungles of pargand Kajrd consist chiefly of acacias, and are valuable 
for the gum they produce. In patgand Pharkiyd .there is some 
scrub forest, in the formation of which' the wild rose takeii an 
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important part. The principal forest trees of Monghyr are, — 
(T.)sdl (Shorea robusta), locally known as the sakndy a member of 
the Malay camphor family, and found chiefly in the Klharakpur 
hills. The utter absence of all forest conservancy has long ago 
caused the disappearance of all the larger trees ; and when the East 
India Railway was being constructed, a contractor for sleepers found 
a lease of these hills on moderate terms a losing speculation. It 
must, however, be remarked, that except for railway sleepers and 
beams for European houses, large timber is not required. The 
principal demand is for or posts, fifteen feet high, which are 
used as supports to the roofs of native huts. They cost about 4 
dums or 6d,„each^in the forest, and after paying a transit tbll of 
2 annas or 3d., sell at Monghyr for about 8 annas or is. ; (2) 
abnds^ or ebony (Diospyros mehnoxyJon) ; (3) /dn (Cedrela toona); 
(4) (Dalbergia latifolia); {^kantal (Artocarpus integrifolia) ; 
(6) pitsdl (Pterocarpus marsupium)'; (7) sissu (Dalbergia sissu); 
(7^) dm^ or mango (Mangifera Indica) ; (8) mahud (Bassia latifolia) ; 
(9) to (Ficus Bengalensis) ; (lo) (Ficus religiosa); {ix)pdkur 
(Ficus infectoria); (12) haddm (Terminal ia catappa); (13) sojnt 
(Prosopis spicigera); (14) sondlu (Cassia fistula); (15) gdh (Dio- 
spyros embryopteris) ; (r6) kadam (Nauclea cadamba); (17) tetiil 
(Tamarindus Indica); (18) simul (Bombax Malabaricum) ; (19) 
hara (Terminalia chebula) ; (20) pansaura (Grewia lepiaria). The 
most common hedgerow trees are,— (21) swallow-wort, or akhdnd 
(Calotropis gigantea); (22) wild castor, or hdghandi (Jatropha 
curcas); (23) croton, or heldti hdghandi (Croton tiglium); (24) the 
chaste plant, or nisindd (Vitex negundo), a verbena; (25) ndgpha?ta 
(Cactus Indicus) ; (26) the milk bush, or dMhid (Exccecaria insignis), 
an euphorb ; (27) the red berry (Tinospora cordifolia), a moon seed ; 

(28) the silken parasite, or amralata (Cassytha filiformis), a laurel ; 

(29) wild senna, or chikora (Cassia tora); (30) the Chinese lantern 
or balloon vine (Cardiospermum halicacabum) ; (31) wild acanthus, 
or bakds (Justicia adhatoda); (32) wild jute, or pdt (Corchorus 
fuscus) ; (33) wild cotton, or ban kapds (Hibiscus vitifolius) ; (34) 
convolvulus, or karzani (Porana paniculata), a creeper; and (35) 
the wild rose, or ktid (Rosa centifolia). 

Jungle Products. — ^The first place among the jungle products 
of the Monghyr District must be given to the mahud (Bassia latifolia), 
both on account of the extent of the country in which it grows, and 
for the value and usefulness of its products. It is found in large 
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forests in the hilly country in the south of the District Thousands 
of tons of the petals are collected annually, and, mixed with cereal 
grains, form a cheap and nutritious food. Also, 100,000 gallons of 
a strong spirit are yearly distilled from them in the Government 
distilleries. The fruit yields a valuable oil, used in sweetmeats, for 
burning, and to adulterate ghi exported to Calcutta, 'fhe Wood 
is hard, and ht for the naves of cart wheels. The bark is used 
medicinally as an astringent and tonic. Frankincense, obtained 
from Boswellia thurifera, is gathered to some extent in the jungles, as 
is also the gum called gugal from the allied Balsamodendron mukul. 
Roxburgh describes the whole plant as yielding a great fragrance 
like that of the finest myrrh. The gum is difi^ult of collection, as 
the pale juice which issues from a cut made in the tree is very 
watery, and rapidly evaporates, leaving a very minute portion of gum, 
which is not tenacious or elastic like myrrh. Gums for ordinary 
purposes are gathered from many trees, such as the mango, the mm 
( Azadirachta Indica), and a number of varieties of the bdbla (Acacia 
Arabica) ; but so little care is taken in collecting them, that they 
generally contain a large percentage of earth and dirt The gum 
called djiuna^ much used as incense, and supposed to drive away 
mosquitoes, is gathered from the sal (Shorea robusta). The myro- 
balan of commerce, the fruit of Terminalia chebula, is abundant in 
the forests ; it makes a very good dye mixe 1 with sulphate of iron or 
alum. The kernel of the fruit of Buchanania latifoHa, called chironjl^ 
is much esteemed in the District, and is said to resemble the almond. 
Rope is made in large quantities from the jungle creeper Bauhinia 
Vahlii. It stands immersion in water without much injury, and Is 
usually employed for drawing water from wells. Another kind of 
rope, used in all parts of the District, is made from a coarse grass 
called sabi^ of which I cannot find the scientific name. Lac is 
collected to some extent for exportation, and for making bracelets, 
toys, etc. The insects are found on the small branches and petioles 
of the palds (Butea frondosa). This tree also affords a valuable 
gum, and its llowers a yellow dye of considerable permanence. 'I'he 
gum exudes from natural fissures and wounds made in the bark in 
the form of a beautiful red juice, which hardens into a ruby-coloured 
astringent gum, which loses its colour if exposed to the air. Honey 
is found in the jungles, and is occasionally collected. It does not, 
however, appear to be a general article of tndc. The same may be 
said of india-rubber. The castes subsisting by traffic in jungle 
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products, as returned by the Collectoi, are Banpars, Musihars, Dhdrfs, 
and Bhdiy^s. 

Pasture-Grounds. — The principal pasture-lands north of the 
Ganges are in pargand Pharkiyd, and comprise all the alluvial 
country periodically inundated by the Ganges, Gandak, aixd Tiljiigd, 
which lies so low that the season for sowing even a spring crop has 
passed before the water recedes. The largest tract lies between the 
Gandak and the Tiijug^, due north of Monghyr. An area of abou t 
twelve miles north and south by twenty miles east and west, or 
about two hundred square miles,, is so deeply flooded that not more 
than half the land is eVer cultivated, and hardly any lies suffic%:ntly 
high for village sites. This tract forms the pasture-land of the later 
cold weather or spring and of the hot season, and is covered chiefly 
by a very rank pod grass and the graceful pampas grass, together with 
a scanty under^owth of the more succulent kinds, such as diuh. 
Buffaloes thrive on this pasture better than oxen; and immense herds 
of them are sent to these prairies, as they may be called, from all 
the surrounding countries, and sometimes from the south of the 
Ganges. They graze here from January till the rising water forces 
them to retire in June. Their clarified butter or ghi is largely sold 
■ at the market of Elhargarii at the mouth of the Gandak, for exporta- 
tion to Calcutta. The rent levied by the landholders is about eight 
dnnds or one shilling a head for buffaloes, and four dnnds or six- 
pence for oxen, for the season. 

The new-formed banks bordering the Ganges also afford pasturage 
during the dry seasons. The cattle are excluded from those which 
are cultivated, until after the rahi crop is cut in April; but are. 
admitted on the sandy and uncultivated strips directly the soil is 
sufficiently firm to bear their weight, and are allowed to pick up a 
scanty subsistence from the young kasela shoots (Saccharum offici- 
narum) and weeds, which spring up spontaneously after the river 
has fallen; The tamarisk bushes, most valuable for basket-making 
and firewood, are also found on nearly every bank; but these the 
cattle do not appear to fancy, eating them only when there is nothing 
else to feed on. The vast jungly tracts west of Kharakpur, and much 
of pargands Parbatp^rd, Ch^ndanbhuk4 Kajri, Gidhaur, and Chakdi, 
form the pasture-grounds of the south of the District. The pasture, 
hovfever, is of a very coarse descri 2 :)tion, consisting of young leaves 
and weeds. The cattle are belled to keep them together, but always 
run veiy considerable risk from wild beasts. In other parts of the 
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District they are fed with rice and wheat straw, and such scanty 
herbage as they can find by the roadsides and bordering the hedges. 
Grazing lands; properly speaking, set aside as in -England, are un- 
known, every cultivable acre being required for producing food for 
man. An effort was made in 1873 to introduce a fodder, which, by 
the largeness of its out-turn, would induce its cultivation for purposes 
of cattle-feeding exclusively. This was the Chinese sugar-grass or 
sorgho (Sorghum saccharatum), which was described by the United 
States Agricultural Department as ‘ unsurpassed.’ It was sown in 
the Government gardens in Monghyr in May, and grew to the 
height of seventeen feet before the end of the rains. So far as 
appearances went, it was a remarkable success ; but it was little ap- 
preciated by the natives, by whom it was pronounced, when exposed 
at the public offices, to be a well-known and somewhat despised 
ghoma janird^ otherwise called chotki janird or markhatid^ which 
has the bad reputation of exhausting the soil and yielding an inferior 
kind of coarse grain, used as food only by the very poorest More- 
over, they did not hold it in high estimation as fodder, on account 
of its being heating. The highest bid made for the crop, standing 
on a plot of land measuring more than half an acre, was only twelve 
shillings. It was attempted to sell it by the bundle of a hundred- 
weight for 3d., but it could not find purchasers ; while, at the same 
time, in the a bundle weighing only a third of a hundredweight 
sold at this rate, although consisting only of weeds and coarse grass. 
The rent alone of the field was los. a year, so that the cultivation 
of sorgho was not a profitable undertaking. The Collector, in his 
report on the subject, was of opinion that the seed was sown at the 
wrong time of the year, as during the rains a large supply of grass 
and weeds can be obtained from the land on which the bhddai 
::rops stand, merely for the trouble of cutting. In the cold and 
hot weather, however, a good crop of sorgho might command a 
better -price; but even then cattle would probably continue to pick- 
up a coarse food on the chars and uncultivated hills which abound 
in the District. In fact, the setting aside of land merely to grow 
fodder for cattle is an arrangement which does not at all coincide 
with the views of native cattle rearers, who laugh at the idea. 

FERiE Nature : Mammals. — The following paragraphs have been 
chiefly condensed from a note on the fercc natunz of the District 
supplied to me by the Collector, Mr. Lockwood ' I have only 
observed two species of monkey in this District, the langur (Presbytis 
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eiitellus) and the bandar (Inuus rhesus). Both are very local. 
The former is found only south of the Ganges, and fortunately 
even there it is rare, for it does a vast amount of damage to the 
crops. The bafidars also are found only in a few places, afifecting 
certain localities, from which apparently they never migrate. Year 
after year officers in camp find them in* the same mango groves. 
At Monkey Island, on the Obar lake, they are particularly numer- 
ous, being venerated by the priests of the Hindu temple. Numbers 
come out from the jungle on all sides on being called ; and the band 
is headed by a ffierce old male, who apparently holds unlimited 
sway over the others. In the year 1793 a yearly grant of £ was 
made by Government for the express purpose of feeding the monkeys 
and lighting the temple on Monkey Island; but in 1852 the grant 
was discontinued, owing to its being misappropriated by the ruling 
priests. Bats are common all over the District. The frugivorous 
bats (Pteropus) are caught by the lower classes, and are said to be 
excellent eating. The long-tailed bat is occasionally seen ; and other 
insectivorous bats are common. They are called cJidnigMA^ or 
leather-wings, by the natives. The long-armed bat (Taphozous 
longimanus) is a great pest in record rooms. Among insectivorous 
mammals deserving notice are the musk-shrews, which occur in 
extraordinary numbers. The Tupaia Elliotti abounds in the Kharak- 
])ur hills. It bears so great a resemblance to the common palm 
.squirrel that it long escaped notice. 

‘Among carnivora may be mentioned the black bear (Ursus 
labiatus). It is found generally throughout the hilly portion of 
the District, but is not common now. It is much sought after, both 
for the sake of the re^vard offered by Government for its head, and 
for the excellence of its flesh. The Santdls of the southern hills 
watch it when it comes to feed on the flow'ers of the maliud^ and, 
c:oncealed amongst the branches of the tree, shoot it with poisoned 
arrows. When unmolested it is usually an inoffensive animal 
'The Indian badger (Mellivora Indica) is not uncommon in the 
District, particularly among the Kharakpur hills. Others are said to 
be common in the rivers, but I have never .seen one. Tigers are 
not common in this District, as the reward of los. od. induces 
hunters to destroy them, usually by means of traps armed with bows 
and arrows set in the paths which they frequent. The District is 
very unfavourable for tiger-shooting, as the jungles are almost inter- 
minable, and so thick with under-scrub that the sportsman cannot 
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proceed on foot with any chance of success, whilst the passage of 
elephants would be impossible. Leopards are, or at all events were, 
more common, but the reward given for killing them also makes 
their pursuit very profitable, and is leading to their extermination. 
Wild cats are ever 5 rwhere common; and destroy a vast amount of 
game. Indeed, were it not for the number of eggs which the game 
birds lay, they must have long ago become extinct Almost every 
hedge of any size contains its jungle cat, ready to spring on any 
bird that comes near. Hyaenas are'^ found in the hills, but, being true 
nocturnal animals, they are seldom met with ; but some caves, which 
have been tenanted by them from time immemorial, may be seen. 
Civets, both Viverra zibetha and V. Malaccensis, are far from un- 
common, and do a vast amount of damage to game birds. 1 have 
only noticed the common mongoose (Heipestes). It is common 
everywhere, and, in consequence of its antipathy to snakes, is not 
molested. It is a great nuisance as a pet. I have never seen 
the wolf in this District ; but Mr. Crowdy, of Manjhaul factory, tells 
me that he meets with it occasionally out hunting, but that his fox- 
hounds will not face it. The wild dog has occasionally been killed 
among the hills, but it appears to be becoming extinct. The Indian 
fox is found everywhere. 

‘ The Gangetic porpoise abounds in the river, and is occasionally 
captured and eaten. Its oil is sold in the hdzdr for preserving leather 
and other purposes. The Sciurus palmarum is the only squirrel 
which I have seen in the District ; it is common nearly everywhere, 
and is a pest in fruit gardens. Rats and mice are very common 
both in the fields and houses. The field rat is eaten by the Musdhars, 
and is considered by them a great delicacy. Porcupines are not 
uncommon, and are eaten whenever captured by the lower classes. 
Hares are not uncommon throughout the District, several being 
generally started during a da/s shooting. Wild pigs are found 
sparingly all over the District in suitable places. Of deer, the sdmbar 
stag (Rusa Aristotelis) is occasionally killed. The spotted deer 
(Axis maculatus) abounds towards the south, and often invades the 
cultivated country, to the serious injury of the standing crops. The 
swamp deer, or hdrd singhd (Rucervus Duvaucellii), is not uncommon. 
Wild^buffaloes are occasionally found in the north of the District, in 
pargand Pharkiy£^ 

Birds. — Mr. Lockwood wntes concerning the birds of the Dis- 
trict : — * I have only noticed three species of vulture, — ^the common 
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vulture (Gyps Bengalensis), the black vulture (Otogyps calvus), and 
the Egyptian or scavenger vulture. All feed on carrion, and are for 
this reason extremely useful. The natives look on them with con- 
siderable abhorrence, and will often pull a house down if a vulture 
alights on it. Of the falcons there may be mentioned the peregrine, 
a cold-weather visitant, and the saktr (Falco sacer). The Mah^riji 
Sir Jai Mangal Sinh, K.C.S.I., is the only native gentleman that 
1 have seen who keeps up the old Indian sport of hawking. Of 
Accipitrinse, the sparrow-hawk is the only species I have noticed. 
Monghyr is rich in fishing eagles. The osprey abounds near the 
Ganges, and in the vicinity of all the large marshes north of that 
river. The white-tailed eagle is equally common, and breeds in this 
District. Harriers abound during the cold season, and may be seen 
liawking over every field in search of small birds and lizards. The 
ortolan or short-toed lark (Calandreha brachydactyla) and quail are 
especially marked out as quarry by all the , hawks. Owls are not 
very numerous, but the rock owl is found here. 

‘ Of Insessores, swallows, martins, and swifts are numerous, and the 
European swallow abounds during the cold season. The wire-tailed 
swallow may occasionally be seen in the Kharakpur hills; and on one 
occasion I noticed the spine-tailed swift there. Night-jars are found 
in localities similar to those they frequent in Europe. The common 
bee-eaters (Merops viridis and M. Philippensis) are found at certain 
seasons everywhere. Other species are rare. The beautiful Indian 
roller (Coracias), the jay of Europeans, abounds. It is one of the 
most familiar birds in this country. Its feathers are much prized 
as ornaments, and are taken home by anglers under the impression 
that they will make fine salmon flies, but the beautiful cobalt blue 
turns pink in water. Kingfishers are not so common here as in 
Bengal. The only species I have noticed are the Halcyon fuscus, 
H. leucocephalus, Alcedo Bengalensis, and the Ceryle rudis, which 
during the cold weather may be seen hovering over every tank in 
search of fish. The feathers of H. fuscus, which is insectivorous, are 
in great request for ornaments, and the bird-catchers snare them by 
thousands by means of a small net and a decoy bird. I have seen 
a successful party on their way to Calcutta with several thousand 
skins. In London, I was told by an eminent bird-stuffer that a 
good skin of the Indian roller or of H. fuscus was worth about five 
shillings for ladies’ hats. Hombills are not uncommon. The Mala- 
bar pied hombill .(Hydrocissa coronata) has been met with in the 
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Kharakpur hills. Parakeets are common everywhere, and they do 
a considerable amount of damage to the crops. They are favourite 
cage birds. I have not noticed any great variety of woodpeckers in 
the District By far the most common species is the golden-backed 
woodpecker (Brachyptemus aurantius). Barbets are common every- 
where. The species named Megalaima viridis is called the copper- 
smith, from its call resembling the noise made by smiths in making 
copper vessels. Although India is the headquarters of the cuckoo 
family, I have not observed many species here. The European cuckoo 
is not uncommon during the cold weather, but it returns to the hills 
during the breeding season, so that its familiar call is never heard. 
The pied cuckoo is heard everywhere during the tains, and the hawk 
cuckoo and koel abound at all seasons. The former is known as the 
hot-weather bird, as its shrill call ushers in that season. The latter 
seems to take possession of every crow’s nest it can find to deposit its 
eggs in ; at least, nearly every crow’s nest I have inspected* has had a 
koeVs egg in it. Malkohas are occasionally seen. Konkah (Centropus) 
or crow-pheasants are very common, and the sirktr (Taccocua) are 
met with in the Kharakpur hills. Honey-suckers, or humming-birds, 
as they are generally called by Europeans, are common everywhere. 
In every garden where the Spanish jasmin (Plumeria or Hamelia 
patens) is found, several species may be seen inserting their little 
beaks into the pipe-like flowers to extract the nectar. Nut-hatches 
are not uncommon, and are met with all over the District during the 
cold weather. Hoopoes are found in every garden. U. nigripennis 
built its nest and reared its young in an old budding in the jail last 
spring. This bird is supposed to have been a great favourite with 
Solomon, and is accordingly not molested by Muhammadans. One 
or two species of shrike are common. Lanius cristatus is the first 
migrant to appear at the commencement of the cold season. I 
always note the day of its arrival, as people in England note the 
swallow’s arrival in spring. All the three Indian species of cuckoo 
shrike (Volvocivora) are found in the District. The beautiful mini- 
vets are cold-weather visitants, and may be seen in flocks searching 
for insects in almost every grove. The Drongo shrike or king crow 
is seen everywhere. The family of Muscicapidae is fairly represented. 
The Paradise fly-catcher (Tchitrea paradisi) is not uncommon in 
the well-wooded country to ' the north of the District The curious 
transition of this species from chestnut to white is, so far as I know, 
unique among birds. The theory that white is the nuptial plumage, 
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cannot, I think, be correct, as I have seen the white male pair with 
the chestnut female, and via versd^ during the breeding season. 
Fantails (Leucocerca) are not uncommon in the woods. The 
Menilinae are badly represented. The orange-headed ground thrush 
(Geocichla citrina) may occasionally be seen in the Government 
gardens during the cold weather, and the blue rock thrush (Petro- 
cossyphus cyaneus) appears also at the same season. Both retire 
northwards to breed. The babbling thrushes (Tiraalinse) are fairly 
<. epresented here. The kachhachiyd or sdthbhdi of the natives (Malaco- 
cercus terricolor) is seen in every hedge and gardei\ ; about seven 
are nsualfy seen together, hence the name seven brothers.^’ Their 
bright-blue eggs are characteristic of the genus. Other species occur 
in the District, but they are not a very interesting family. The 
bulbuls or short-legged thrushes are not so numerous as in other 
parts of Bengal ; they are caught by the shikaris on account of their 
plumage, and for fighting. The green Phyllomis is abundant. It 
frequents mango trees, which towards Kharakpur are much infested 
by the loranthus. The flowers of this parasite appear during the 
cold season, and are rich in nectar, on which the bird feeds. The 
little white-winged green bulbul (I ora typhia) is also very common 
in the cold weather, and, I think, should be properly classed with 
the tits, as its note, size, and habits are quite those of the English 
l)lue titmouse. Orioles abound in eveiy grove. When they put 
on their nuptial plumage in the spring, their beauty cannot be sur- 
passed, and their skins are in much request. One species comes 
very near the Auricus of Europe, but has a longer black mark ]?ehind 
the eyes. Its nest is beautifully compact. Of Kuticillas, the 
Indian redstart is common ever3rwhere during the cold weather. 
The ruby-throat is occasionally seen in the rahi fidds; and the 
blue -throat (Cyanecula suecica), so like the European bird, is 
equally common. Reed-warblers abound in suitable places. On the 
Kdbax lake they are particularly numerous. Among the sub-family 
Drymoicinse, the Indian tailor-bird is abundant, being found in 
almost every hedge. Its nest is a model of ingenuity and beauty. 
The weaver-bird, or haya^ is generally miscalled the tailor-bird by 
Europeans. The minute Phylloscopinse, or tree-warblers, are well 
represented in the cold weather. The Reguloides proregulus, the 
Dalmatian regulus, so rare in Europe, is not uncommon here. The 
wagtails are all migrants, leaving us before their pairing season in 
the spring, and returning at the first approach of the cold weather. 
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Their arrival is always welcome, as it denotes that the thermometer 
will fall below 8o° at sunrise. They breed in Bhutan and across 
the Himalayas. The field wagtails are amongst the most numerous 
of the cold-weather birds. The same may be said of their cousins 
the pipits. Of the tits, so familiar in Europe and in the Himalayas, 
I have only noticed the grey titmor^ (Parus cinereus). This little 
bird occasionally appears during the cold season, and its form and 
note are hardly distinguishable from the British oxeye. Of the 
family Corvidae we have several species. The corby and the common 
crow abound everywhere. The Indian magpie is one of our most 
familiar birds. The starlings are well represented by the mdinas^ 
several species of which remain with us all the year round. The 
European starling Is common during the cold season, coming in 
immense flocks, which are nearly always joined by the mdinas. The 
bank mdinas are also abundant along the Ganges, breeding on its 
banks. It is the only bird that I know, which, breeding in holes of 
banks or trees, lays coloured eggs, which are of a bright green ; whilst 
those of the owls, kingfishers, woodpeckers, barbets, and others 
which have similar nests, are invariably white. The Fringillidae are 
not so well represented as we should expect to find them, consider- 
ing the abundance of food suited to them ever present in Behan 
The weaver -bird (Ploceus baya) is, however, common, and its 
curious nests may be seen in nearly every village. The munias, or 
Amadavads of Europeans, are found in suitable places. They are 
known here as idls ; and thousands are yearly captured for cage 
birds, as their, pugnacity towards each other in confinement appears 
to amuse the natives who keep them. The Indian house-sparrow, 
oply distinguishable from its European cousin to the scientific eye, 
is common everywhere. The rose finch, or tuti^ is not uncommon 
during the cold weather. Its beauty has marked it for captivity. 
The curious little finch-lark (Pyrrhulaudagrisea) is common in the 
fields; and the skylark also abounds, lupargand Pharkiyi, in the 
north of the District, it is particularly common. The green pigeon 
(Crocopus phoenicopterus) is largely met with, its chief food being 
the fig of the banyan tree. The upper-class natives consider them, 
as indeed they are, excellent eating. The blue rock pigeon is 
equally common, and ^though ordinarily rather wild, occasionally 
enters verandas to build its nest on the cornices. Turtle-doves 
are found in almost every grove. The beautiful ground-dove, \rith 
emerald-like wings, is also sometimes seen. 
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Among the Rasores, the peacock is found throughout the hill jungles 
in the south, particularly in pargand Chak^i. At Bhimbdndh, in the 
Kharakpur hills, it is very common, and many may be seen in the early 
morning going out to feed. As it is sacred to Kirtik, the younger 
son of Mah^deo, or the great god, it is rarely molestedf by Hindus. 
The jungle-fowl (Gallus ferrugineus), the progenitor of the domestic 
fowl, is found in the same jun^s with the peacock. The exquisite 
shape of its hackles, when compared with those of the domestic fowl, 
makes them very valuable for salmon flies. This fact has escaped 
the notice of many professional fly-tiers, who are only acquainted 
with' the wax-spotted hackles of the Madras bird (Gallus sonn^rati). 
The red spur-fowl (Galloperdex spadiceus) is occasionally seen. 
Of partridges, the grey species is abundant in scrub jungle south of 
the Ganges. The black partridge, or francolin, affects the grass 
prairies in the north of the District; and the marsh ox kyat partridge 
is found in the low lands in pargand Pharkiy^. The common quail 
abounds in the rahi crops. The black-breasted quail, which breeds 
in this District, is not nearly so abundant as the common qliail, 
which migrates in the spring to breed beyond the Himalayas, and 
consequently has a better chance in the struggle for existence than 
it would have here, where so many four-footed, flying, and creeping 
enemies, in the shape of cats, foxes, hawks, and snakes, are ever 
ready to devour it and its eggs. Bustards are rarely seen. 

The Cursores are represented by the courier plover, which is found 
chiefly on the alluvial didrd lands bordering the Ganges. Two species 
of swallow plover, the pratincole of Europe, are common, and may 
be seen in large flocks hawking for insects on the 6anks of rivers. 
Other species of plover are common, — the golden plover during the 
cold weather, and the spur-winged plover at all seasons. The Norfolk 
plover, so rare in England, is particularly common among the rocks 
here. Cranes (Grus Antigone and G. cinerea) come during the cold 
season, and are much pursued by shikaris. When a bird is winged, 
it is seldom killed, but is sold in its wounded state to native gentle- 
men, who keep it, if it survives the injury, as a pet in their court- 
yards. Many tame birds thus acquired may be met with. On one 
occasion I found the woodcock ; it had evidently lost its way, or 
had been blown here from the Himalayas. Snipe are not so 
common in Monghyr as in other parts of Bengal. The English and 
pintail species (Gallinago stenuia) appear to be nearly equally dis- 
tributed. The painted snipe and jack snipe are rare. . Godwits 
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appeal in vast flocks on the marshes in j>at^and Pharkiy^ during the 
cold season ; and the graceful avocet may be occasionally seen along 
the banks of the Ganges, Curlews and whimbrels (Numenius phoe- 
pus) are found in the Pharkiyd marshes. Among the stints and 
sand-pipers met with in this District, may be mentioned the ruff 
(Philomachus pugnax), the little stint (Tringa minuta), the spotted, 
green, and common sand-pipers. These appear in vast numbers 
during the cold season, w:hilst the green-shank and red-shank are 
found on every marsh. The elegant stilt (Himantopus candidus), so 
rare in Europe, is abundant here during the cold season. Nearly all 
the wading family are migrants, retiring beyond the Himalayas to 
breed. Both the Indian jacanas (Metopidius) abound in the marshes 
to the north of the District, where they remain all the year round. 
The coots are well represented also in the marshes ; and conspicuous 
amongst the family is the purple species, foimd on every reedy 
swamp. Several species of rail also are fpund in die same localities, 
but they are not so common or abundant as the coots and water- 
hens. Storks are found throughout the District The adjutant 
is only occasionally seen ; but the white-necked stork or beef-steak 
bird (Ciconia leucocephala) is very common during the winter 
months. The white stork of Europe, so much cherished in Ger- 
many, is also at times met with. The European heron is found 
throughout the District, but it does not breed in company as in 
England. The purple heron of Europe is also abundant; and I 
have met with several of its breeding-places in the vast reed beds 
towards The north. Egrets, or paddy birds, as they are familiarly 
called, abound during the rainy season, when thc}^ put on their nup- 
tial plumage. They are very graceful birds, and their feathers are 
in much request, as they can be sold in Calcutta at about a guinea 
an ounce. Bitterns do not appear to be so common here as in other 
parts of Bengal; but the allied night heron of Europe (Nycticorax 
griseus) abounds, and its familiar call may be heard on still evenings 
as it passes to its feeding-grounds. The spoonbill is occasionally 
seen in the Pharkiyi marshes ; and the shell ibis (Anastomus osci- 
tans) is most abundant. There are several species of ibis, amongst 
which the sacred ibis of Europe and Africa is met with in great flocks. 

The marshes in the north of the District form the home of 
myriads of geese and ducks during the cold season. 1 have 
observed the following species : — ^The naktar or grey goose (Anser 
cinereus), the barred-headed goose (A. Indicus), the white-headed 


44 


STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF MONGHYR. 


goose-rail (Nettapus Coromandelianus), the whistling teal (Den- 
drocygna), the shieldrake (Tadoma vulpanser), the ruddy shiel- 
drake (Casarca rutila), the shoveller (Spatula clypeaia), the pink- 
headed duck (Anas caryophyllacea), the gadwall (Chaulelasmus 
streperus), the pintail duck (Dafila acuta), the widgeon (Maireca 
Penelope), the teal (Querquedula crecca), the gargany (Quer- 
quedula circia), the red-crested pochard (Branta rufina), the red- 
headed pochard (Aythya ferina), the ferruginous duck ( Aythya 
nyroca), and the tufted duck (Fuligula cristata). The last twelve are 
found in England* Grebes (Podiceps) are found on most of the 
marshes, where also terns abound. The whiskered tern, an un- 
common bird in England, and the gull-billed tern, are common here. 
The curious Indian skimmer (Rhynchops albicoUis), with its razor- 
like lower mandible much longer than the upper, may be seen skim- 
ming over the Ganges everywhere; and only on one occasion, when 
I saw a small fish in its beak, did I ever notice that this bird takes 
any food except water and air. Pelicans, or river sheep, as the 
natives call them, are seen occasionally swimming in the rivers and 
marshes, or soaring far overhe^id. They are much detested by 
fishermen, according to the old principle, that two of a trade never 
agree; indeed, the fishermen have some cause for disliking them, for 
a flock of pelicans, when they alight, form a regular line, and swim 
along, devouring every fish which comes in their way. Cormorants 
are common in suitable localities ; and the nearly allied Indian snake- 
bird (Plotus melanpgaster) pays dearly for the beauty of its scapular 
feathers, for the shikdris during the breeding season pursue it as 
eagerly as they do the egrets.’ 

Reptiles. — ‘ Crocodiles abound in the north of the District. 
Marsh crocodiles (Crocodilus palustris), the alligators of Europeans, 
and the magars or hochars of the natives, are very numerous in the 
Tiljiigi river, and during the rains in the neighbouring inundated 
marshes. One hundred individuals of all sizes may be counted 
during the cold season basking in the sun along a single reach of 
the river. With them may be seen a few ghariah and many turtles, 
all apparently living in perfect harmony together, and finding food 
in the swarms of fish which live around them. The 'hochars and 
turtles, if not the gharials, also feed on the dead bodies of men and 
animals when they can get them. The gharial (Gavialis Gangeticus) 
chiefly affects the Ganges, where the hochar is almost unknown, 
and at sunrise several may be seen on every sandbank. They are 
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said to be exclusively fish -eaters. Small specimens are not un- 
frequently caught in the fishermen's nets, and are eaten by the lower 
classes. Fresh-water turtles abound. The carapace is invariably 
used as a hod for carrying mortar. The most remarkable lizards 
in the District are the Varanidse or gosdmps^ the iguanas of Euro- 
peans ; three species are found, — Hydro''aurus Salvator, the monitor 
(Varana dracsena), and Empagusia flavescens. The monitor, which 
xhay be distinguished by the position of the nostrils half-way 
between the lip and the eye, abounds everywhere, and is supposed, 
without reason, to be very venomous. Many species of small tree- 
lizards, amdng which is the dreaded though perfectly harmless 
‘blood-sucker,' are found; and the chameleon is not uncommon. 
When captured, the chameleon is always kept for sale. Among 
other thick-tongued lizards may be mentioned the wall ged'c?, which 
abounds in every house. 

‘Snakes are numerous in Monghyr District. The rock snake 
(Python moluris), the boa-constrictor of Europeans, is found on the 
hills. The skin of one individual, ten feet long, lately killed in par- 
gand Abhaipur, is exhibited in the Monghyr museum. The cobra is 
by far i he most common snake. The Monghyr municipality, during 
the pa.Bt two years, has given rewards for looo cobras alleged to have 
been killed within the precincts of the town ; whilst the Jamdlpur 
municipality, six miles distant, has paid for a nearly equal number. 
Notwithstanding this, their numbers do not appear sensibly to have 
decreased ; but it is satisfactory to learn that deaths from snake-bite 
are now rare within the towns, compared with a \ hat they were a few 
years ago. Next to the cobra, the karait (Bimgarus coenileus) 
abounds, but is not nearly so often met with as the former. Bun- 
garus fasciatus and Daboia Russelli are both very rare here, only 
one specimen of each having been brought in for reward. Vipers 
are occasionally found. The sakrd (Lycodon aulularia), a pretty little 
harmless snake, declared by the natives to be very deadly, abounds, 
as its specific name implies, in dwelling-houses and other buildings. 
Another snake, rare in museums, is not uncommon here, — Ferrania 
Bibboldii. The little Typhlops, which resembles the earthworm, is 
common. It is known as the thilid sdmp, the meaning of which 
is said to be that the poisonous effects of its bite can only be 
removed by the speedy application of an earthen vessd {thilid) full 
ofoil^ 

Tlie cost of keeping down wild beasts, as represented by rewards 
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paid by Government, was £,2^^^ 2S. od. in i866-6^; £^ 54 , i8s. od. 
in 1867-68; and £193, los. od. in 1868-69. The deaths caused 
by wild beasts were 108, 91, and 179 for these three years respec- 
tively ; and from snake-bites, 37, 46, and 127. 

Population. — The earliest attempt made towards aft enumeration 
of the people of Monghyr was in the year 1802, when a kMnd 
sumdri or house census was commenced. From this it was in- 
tended to derive an estimate of the population, by multiplying by' a 
certain number, assumed to represent the average number of inmates 
in each house. It does not now appear how far this scheme was 
carried out; but Dr. Buchanan Hamilton, in i8it, says of t’^e re- 
turns of two police divisions which he had been able to find, that 
they satisfied him that he had nothing to regret in the loss of the 
others. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton himself made an estimate of each 
of the police divisions in the whole District of Bhdgalpur, in which 
Monghyr was then included. These old. divisions unfortunately do 
not coincide with the boundaries of Monghyr in any direction ; but 
by taking only those which are entirely included in the present Dis- 
trict, some figures of statistical value may be obtained. These police 
divisions are (i) Gogrf, with an area of 788 square miles, and a 
population of 150,700; Monghyr, 113 square miles, and a popula- 
tion of 45,300; Sdrajgarha, 103 square miles, and a population of 
39,600; Mallahpur,’ 697 square miles, and a population of i5<>;ooo ; 
and TMpur, 643 square miles, and a population of 1 79,800 : total area, 
2344 square miles, and total population, 571,400, of whom 464,775 
are stated to be Hindus, and 106,625 Musalm^s. The population 
at the present day for th.e same area is about double this estimate. 
But considering that land reclamation has been largely carried on 
both on the north and south of the Ganges, and that the number 
of the people is known to have increased in consequence of immi- 
gration and much prosperity combined, it is very probable that Dr. 
Buchanan Hamilton's estimate was, at the time it was made, at least 
approximately correct After this time there was no systematic effort 
to enumerate the people, even in part, till 1869. The rural police 
frequently sent in returns of the number of houses in the villages to 
which they were attached, on which rough estimates were founded. 
In 1869 this method gave 843,775 souls in the District, five persons 
being allowed to each household, and was declared by the Collector 
to be ‘ too high a computation.^ In the same year an experimental 
Census was carried out in the five towns of Monghyr, Jamdlpur, 
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Jamiif, Shaikhpuri, and Sekandr^, with the view of testing the 
capacity of existing agencies for the larger measure of a complete 
Census then proposed. The results were : — Monghyr— males 26,450, 
females 27,531; total 53,981. Jam%ur— males 4315, females 
3062; total 7377. Jamiii — males 2374, females 2245; total 4619. 
Shaikhpurd^ — males 4342, females 44741 total 8816. Sekandri— 
males 1593, females 1376; total 2969. Total population of live 
towms, 77,762. The Census of 1872 gave a total population of 
90,397. The results of this Census, as bearing on the towns, will 
be given in greater detail on a subsequent page. 

Census of 1B72. — The first complete Census of the whole Dis- 
trict was carried out between die 15th and 25th of February 1S72, 
the enumeration of the headquarters town being made on the 
night of the 2 2d. The operation commenced with the prepara- 

tion, in 1870 and the beginning of 1871, of lists of villages, based 
on the Survey records, and subsequently tested by the principal 
officers of police at the various police centres. The Collector 
considered that this testing was complete and satisfactory, from 
the fact that 4036 villages were visited, resulting in 568 correc- 
tions in the original lists. The village patwdris were, as far as 
possible, to form the enumerating agency. I'he Collector, Mr. 
Barlow, reported that ‘ they did their work very fairly on the whole, 
and in many cases exceptionally well ; and, save in some instances 
in which European planters have, without sufficient reason, I think, 
grumbled at the patwdris being taken away from their regular work, 
I have heard no general complaint made on the score ojf their 
services having been utilized for the Census/ The results disclosed 
a total population of 1,812,986 souls, dwelling in 2457 villages and 
328,174 houses; the average pressure of population on the soil 
being 463 persons per square mile. As to the accuracy of the 
enumeration, the Collector writes : ‘ I am prepared to believe that 
success in this direction has been obtained to a greater degree than 
could have been looked for, and to all practical purposes sufficient 
for the object in view. My reason for so thinking is the extra- 
ordinary correctness with which the numbering of the houses in 
the first instance was done, as ascertained by ourselves ; and the fact 
that, while the Census was going on, both my subdivisional officers 
carried on a check inquiry over the enumeration in selected areas, 
with the result of finding that the enumeration Was practicl ” ' correct 
in every instance.' 



Abstract of the PopU]>at20n, Area, etc. of each Subdivisio^j and Police Circle in 

'Monghyr District, 1872. 
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District total, . 3913 2457 1 328,174 1,812,986 
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The most densely populated parts of the District are the police 
division lying around the headquarters Station, and the trans- 
Gangetic police divisions of Begu Sarif or Baliyd and Tegri, in 
which the population is 831, 671, and 717 to the square mile, 
respectively. The north-western tracts, which produce the fine 
so-called Patnd rice, axe also well peopled, the average population 
to the square mile ranging from 471 in police division Sikandra 
to 578 in Shaikhpur£ The partly plain and partly hilly Kharakpur 
division, with 388 to tlie square mile, begins to show a considerable 
diminution, which reaches its lowest point in the jungle and waste 
lands of Chakif, with 166 souls to the square mile. 

The table on the preceding page illustrates the density of the 
population in each police circle and Subdivision, with the number 
of villages, houses, pressure per square mile, etc. in each. The 
table is produced verbatim from the Census Report of 1872. 

Population classified according to Sex and Age. — ^The total 
population of Monghyr District consists of 897,074 males, and 915,91 2 
females; total, 1,812,986. The proportion of males to the total 
population is 49*5 per cent., and the average density of the popula- 
tion 463*32 per square mile. Classified according to age, the Census 
gives the following results; — Hindus — under twelve years of age, 
males 306,166, females 268,612; above twelve years, males 494,919, 
females 543,849. Muhammadans — under twelve years of age, males 
33,302, females 29,064; above twelve years, males 54,076, females 
65,827. Buddhists — under twelve years of age, males 6, females 
3; above twelve years, males 13, females 12. Christians — under 
twelve years of age, males 166, females 186; above twelve years, 
males 460, females 330. Other denominations not separately classi- 
fied, consisting of aboriginal tribes — ^under twelve years of age, males 
3451, females 3269; above tw^elve years, males 4515, females 4760. 
Population of all religions — ^under twelve years of age, males 343,091, 
females 301,134; above twelve years, males 553,983, females 
614,778. The small proportion of female children to male children, 
and the excessive proportion of females above twelve years, is be- 
lieved to be due to the fact that girls are considered to arrive at 
womanhood at an earlier age than boys reach manhood, and are 
classified as adults accordingly. The proportion of the sexes of 
all ages is probably correct. The number of infirms in Monghyr 
District is returned as follows in the Census Report: — Insanes — 
males 103, females 25; total 128, or *0071 per cent, of the popula- 
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tion. Idiots — ^males 153, females 40: total 193, or *0106 per cent 
of the population. Deaf and dumb — males 958, females 347 ; total 
1305, or *0719 per cent of the population. Blind — ^males 1183, 
females 788; total 1971, or *1087 per cent of the population. 
Lepers — males 479, females 70; total 549, or '0303 per cent of the 
peculation. The number of females- as compared with that of males 
seems suspiciously small. Total infirms, 4146, or *2287 per cent of 
the population. 

The figures given in the District Census Compilation, to show the 
occupations of the people, are omitted here, as they fail to stand the 
test of statistical criticism. 

Ethnical Division of the People,- -The population of Monghyr 
District is in origin veiy composite, although less so than that of its 
sister District of Bh^galpur, which it resembles in so many parti- 
culars. The lowest strata of the people, including even those who 
have adopted Hinduism in its entirety, are* unquestionably of abori- 
ginal descent of more or less purity These tribes are divided into 
two distinct races, which may be distinguished as southern and 
northern, — the first being related to the black peoples who inhabit 
the valleys of the Vindhyan range and its outlying hills ; and the 
second connected with the Himalaya races, and partly consisting 
of the peoples pushed down from North-western Hindustin by the 
inftow of the Aiyans from beyond the Indus. The foimer are most 
numerous, as compared with the area inhabited, on ttieChak^f plateau 
in the south of the District, where the Santas, Bhuiy^s, Naiy 4 s, and 
Chains predominate. So much has been written coiiceming these 
tribes and their inter-relations, that it is unnecessary to do more than 
refer to "them here. Conspicuous for their numbers amongst the 
northern aboriginal races are the Musdhars and Dosddhs, who 
together number 211,897 soul& The Musdhars are generally con- 
sidered to be a branch, which has outgrown its parent stem, of the 
once important Thdrd people, who ruled in Northern Oudh and the 
country ^eastward to' the Gandak, whence they were driven by the great 
Aryan movement, usually known as the Rdjput invasion. How they 
entered India is now unknown ; but they are supposed, from their 
likeness to the eastern hill-men, to have come from the north-east. 
Dr. Buchanan Hamilton says of them: ‘ They retain in their features 
strong marks of a Chinese or Tartar origin.’ The connections of 
the Dosddhs are involved in still greater uncertainty. They have 
been by some authorities grouped with the Chimfe, whose origin 
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is itself unknown; but- with more probability with the people known 
as ChancMls in Lower Bengal, the supposed representatives of its 
oldest inhabitants, the autocthones of the delta. Being the most 
ancient people, they lie at the farthest end of the routes along which 
the march of peoples from both the. -north-west and north-east has 
directed itself. They are now completely absorbed in the great 
Hindu and Musalm^n communities, their language being also dead, 
except for a few words preserved in the village patois of Behar and 
Bengal. There are similar reasons for doubting the pure descent 
of the Monghyr Ei.jputs, particularly those in the north of the Ganges, 
mentioned in my Account of Bh^galpur. Amongst, agricultural 
castes, a very remarkable one is €he Koeris, who are distinguished 
by their numbers and the respect in which they are held by the 
higher castes. That they are of pure Aryan blood is very doubtful, 
but it seems equally unlikely that they are connected with either of 
the aboriginal races. The Dh^uks, numbering 1 1 3 ,5 24 ; the Kdhirs, 
40,703; the Tdntis, 86,202; the Belddrs, 16,676; as well as the 
fishing castes, ^probably owe much to aboriginal elements. 

Mr. C. F. Magrath’s District Census Compilation for Monghyr 
thus classifies the ethnical divisions of the people. The list of 
Hindu castes will be reproduced on a subsequent page, but arranged 
in a different order from that given here, according to the rank which 
each holds in social esteem : — 


Kamb of Natiokawtv, 
Tbibb, or Casts. 

Number. 

Name of Nationality, 
Tribe, or Casts. 

Number. 



Americans — 


I.— NON-ASIATICS. 


West Indian, 

2 



Unspecified, ^ 

5 

Europeafu — 




English, 

317 

Total, . 

7 

Irish, 

82 



Scotch, 

67 

Total of Non-Asiatics, 

517 

Welsh, 

I 



French, 

20 

IL— MIXED RACES. 


German, 

4 

Eurasian, 

405 

Dutch, 

6 



Italian, 

I 

HI.— ASIATICS. 


Greek, 

I 

A, — Other than Natives of 


Pole, 

I 

India and British BurmaK 


Russian, 

I 

Armenian, . 

26 

Unspecified, 

9 

Jew, 

6 

Total, . 

Sio 

Total, . 

32 
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Namb OB Nationality, 
Tri»k, or Castb. 


B, — Natives of India and 
British Bnrmah. 

I. Aboriginal THbes, 
Bakkho, .... 
Bhar, .... 
Dhingar, 

Kanjhar, 

Khariya, .... 
Kol, .... 


2 . SemIHinduized 

Aboriginals. 

Arakh and Bahelia,. 
Bagdf, . , , , 

Biri, . . . . 

BduH,^ . . . 

Bhniya, . . 

Bind, 

Chain, . 

Chimar, . 

Dorn, 

Dosadh, . 

I Gangaunta, 

H^ri, 

Mabeli, . 

^^a^kand^, 

Mihtar, . 

Muken, . 

Musahar, 

Pasi, 

Rajwir, . 

Total, . 
3. Rmlu. 

(i.) Superior Castes. 
Brahman, 

Rdjput, 

Ohatwal, 


(ii.) Intermediate Castes. 
Babhan, . . . - 

Baidiyd, .... 
Bh 4 t, .... 
Kathak, .... 
Kiyastb, 


5S0 

19 

1,862 

4 

6,936 

13,186 

S.889 

46,126 

10,769 

99,33E2 

667 

375 

S.780 

1,658 

36 

112,585 

12,362 

114 

327,017 


160,973 

14 

1,70s 

32 

20,462 
183, 186 


Namb of Nationai.ity, 
Tribe, or Caste. 

Number. 

(Hi.) Trading Castes. 


Adbbaniyi, 

1,512 

AgarwAla, 

1,011 

Agrahri, .... 

113 

Bais Baniyd, . 

8 

Baniya, .... 

27,451 

Bamawdr, 

5,729 

Bobra, .... 

21 

Gurfr, .... 

1,643 

Tamanpurl, 

78 

K .malkahl, 

26 

iCasarwani, 

2,973 

Kasaudhan, 

439 

K.ath Baniya, . 

512 

Khatn, .... 

356 

Mihuri, .... 

2,209 

Marwari, 

376 

Nuniyar, 

218 

Poddar, .... 

19 

Rastojgi, , 

510 

Rauniyar, 

1,008 

Sardwak, 

34 

Sinduriya, 

1,247 

Total, . 

47,493 

(iv.) Pastoral Castes. 


Garerf, 

4.471 

Goala, .... 

197,569 

Jat, .... 

107 

'ibtal, . 

202, 147 

(v.) Castes engaged in 
preparing Cooked Food. 


Halwaf, .... 

14,518 

Kandu, .... 

52,259 

‘ Total, . 

67,177 

(vi.) Agricultural 
Castes. 


Banii and Tdmbuli, 

12,848 

Kaibartta, 

55 

Koeri, .... 

77,741 

Kurmi 

33,029 

Mill, .... 

S.360 

Nagar, .... 

7,876 

Sadgop, .... 

37 

Ibtal, . 

136,946 
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. J^amk of Nationality, 
Tribb, or Caste. 

Number. 

(viL) Castes engaged 


CHIEFLY IN Personal 


Service. 


Dhinuk, . . . 

113.524 

Dhobo, .... 

15.772 

pajjdm or Nipit, . 

27,020 

.... 

40.703 

Total, . 

197,019 

(v«\ ) Artisan Castes. 


Barhi, .... 

29,152 

Bhasl^, .... 

57 

CbhiDl, .... 

21 

Churiharf, 

3 

Darzi, .... 

5 

Kans^ aad Tliathera, . 

3r42I 

Kumdr, .... 

20,361 

Ulherf, .... 

L995 

Lohir, .... 

7,179 

Sonir, .... 

13,348 

Sunrf, .... 

26,703 

Tell, .... 

52,765 

Total, . 

155,010 

(ix.) Weaver Castes. 


Benaudiya, 

46 

Dhaniya, 

773 

Jogi 

246 

JolihA, . . . . y 

77 

Patua, : . . . 

1 480 

TAntf, .... 

86,202 

Total, . 

87,824 

(x.) Labouring Castes. 


Batar, .... 

7 

Beldar, .... 

16,676 

Kori, . . . ^ . 

3,301 

Nuniyi, .... 

9.218 

P^iigh or Parghu, . 

979 

Total, . 

30,181 

(xl ) Castes engaged 


IN Selling Fish and 


Vegetables. 


KiVini, .... 

54 

Khadk, .... 

612 

Turdhi, . . * . 

1,882 

Total, . 

2,548 




Name of Nationauty, 
T RiB», OR Casts, 


(xii.) Boating anu 
i iSHiNG Castes. 


(xiii.) Dancer, Mitsician, 
Beggar, and Vagabond 
Castes. 


RATED BY NATION- . 
ALITY ONLY. 


Madrdsf, . 


Total, • 


Grand Total of Hindus, 1,275,4171 


4, Persons of Hindu Origin 
not recognising Cdste. 
Aghori, . . ' . 

Atith, .... 
Vaishnav, % 

Kabirpanthi, . 
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Name of Nationauty, 
Tribe, or Caste. 

Number. 

Name of Nationality, 
Tribe, or Caste. 

Number. 

4. Fersom of Hindu Origin 
not recognising Caste — cqntd. 
Nanaksliahl, . 

Sanyisi, . . . . . 

Suthrashahf, . 

Native Christians, . 

109 

1.356 

5. Muhammadans — conid, 
Sayyid, .... 
Shaikh, .... 
Unspecified, . 

S.467 

39.557 

130.447 

194 

Total, . 

182,269 

Total, . 

5 . 657 

Total of Natives of 
India, . 

1,812,032 




5. AfuhafJimadans, 
Miighu], 

Fathan, 

' 556 

6,242 

Total of Asiatics, . 

1,8X2,064 

Grand Total, . 

1,812,986 


Aboriginal and Hill Tribes. — The aboriginal and hill tribes 
met with in Monghyr District are the Mkkho, Bhar, Dh^ngar, 
Kanjhar, Khariy^, Kol, Naiyd, Nat, Santdl Their several numbers 
are given in the foregoing table, — the total number, as ascertained 
by'the Census of 1S72, being 2i,672i The semi-Hinduized abori- 
gines, numbering 327,017 souls, will be again referred to on a 
subsequent page, classified in the list of the Hindu castes. The 
aboriginal tribes chiefly inhabit the jungles and hills of the southern 
pargands of the District, 

Emigration and Immigration take place only to a small degree 
in Monghyr. Perhaps fifty persons in each year go to Assam, the 
West Indian Islands, and Mauritius. The internal movements of 
the people, and the comings and goings of temporary immigrants 
and emigrants, are more noticeable. Thousands of harvest -men 
yearly cross from the rahi tracts north of the Ganges in December, 
to cut the rice of pargands Maldah, Bisthazdri, Jarniii, and Kharak- 
pur, returning in the following month with their share, usually one- 
sixteenth, of the grain they have cut. Wlien the rabi crops of 
pargands Pharkiyd, Bhdsdrf, and Naipur ripen in April, the labourers 
of South Monghyr cross the river to assist in reaping it, and in their 
turn bring back their wages in kind. In 1873 the Collector gave 
the following account of a religious pilgrimage that he met with as 
it passed through his jurisdiction : — * In the month of March, whilst 
I was in camp at Goraghdt, I counted in one line ninety bullock- 
carts, each containing five or six women or children, returning from 
a pil^image to Pjirasndth in Haz^fb^gh. The pilgrims told me they 
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came from the country about Agra, and that by the time they 
got home six months would have been spent in the pilgrimage. 
They appear to have some hidden dislike to the railway; but they 
said they did not use it in consequence of the trains not suiting as 
regards time. They stated that Rs. 20,000 was the estimated ex- 
penditure of the party, numbering nearly one thousand persons.’ 
In the report of the Collector of Bogr^, written at the same time, 
there is the following reference to Monghyr emigrants in that eastern 
District: — ‘The other day I rioticed three up-country men who 
said that they came from Monghyr ; that they had been many 
year^ in zaintnddri service here ; and that there were no less than 
two hundred Monghyr men within twenty miles of them. All of 
these, he said, had left their families at Monghyr. My informant 
said that he had been home eight or nine times. On my asking 
him why he had left home, he said that all the best lands in Monghyr 
were taken up by indigo.’ 

HrNDU Castes. — ^There is very little difference between the castes 
and sub-castes of Monghyr and of Bhigalpur. In the Statistical 
Account of the latter District, I have gone into the origin, relations, 
and subdivisions of castes- at considerable length. On the present 
occasion I only give their chief characteristics and employments in 
the District of Monghyr, with their numbers and the parts of the 
District in which each is most numerous. They are also arranged 
as far as possible in the order in which they rank in public esteem. 

High Castes. — ^The following seven hold the first position: — 
(i) Brahmans; members of the sacred caste, though not necessarily 
of the priesthood ; many axe landholders, ajd a larger number axe 
clerks in Government or private’^ offices. In this District, as in 
Bhdgalpur, they have monopolized all the best official appointments. 
The Maithila Brahmans are the most numerous, and in nine cases 
out of ten are thfe officiating priests of Hindu temples. The com- 
munities of Kanaujiya and S^lddwfpi Brdhmans are ailso large. Up- 
country Gaur Brdhmans are met with in most villages, and say they 
come from Rdjputind. Of Klanaujiya Brdhmans, the Sarwari}^ are 
the most numerous. The number of Brdhmaits in Monghyr in 1872 
was 43,402, found chiefly on the north of the Ganges in the Begu 
Sard! Subdivision, and in the police division of Kharakpur. (2) 
Kshattriyas; although not distinguished in the Census returns 
as a separate caste, are looked on as such in this District, and not 
confounded either with the semi-military, mostly trading, Khatris, or 
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with the Rajputs. They are employed in military service, and as 
policemen, zaminddrt retainers, guards, and doorkeepers. The 
Rdjputs, who follow similar occupations, and with whom the 
Kshattriyas are included, numbered in 1872, 46,836, and are most 
numerous in the police divisions of Gogrf, Kharakpur,, Baliy 4 and 
Jamiii. (3) Khatns ; chiefly follow the occupations which have given 
them such eminence in Northern India, trade and commerce, but are 
also found in some instances in the same employments as the 
Rajputs; number in 1872, 356, mostly in the town of Stirajgarha. 
(4) B^bhans, or, as they are called, Bhiiinh^ or zaminddH Brahmans, 
are numerous in this District, and particularly so on the north of the 
Ganges, where, in the Begu Sar^i Subdivision, they are twice as 
numerous as the whole Musalmin community, and form a fifth part 
of the entire population. The Rdj^ of Bettia and several of the 
large zamtnddrs of Behar are Bdbhans. Although the wealthier and 
more educated persist in their claim to a pure Brahman descent, the 
humbler members of the order acknowledge their inferiority, and 
themselves :^peat the story that when Kama Rdj£ drove out the Erih- 
mans, he raised some of the lower castes to the priesthood, and that 
they are the descendants of the improvised priests. The Brdhmans 
represent those castes to have been the lowest of the low, such as 
fishermen, Kaibarttas or Patuds. The evident exaggeration in this 
theory defeats the object the Brdhmans have in view, as most Sddr£s 
and all the lower castes are of aboriginal descent, while the Bdbhans 
are a fine race, with clearly marked Aryan features. It appears from 
the Census Report of 1872, that they are to be found in the greatest 
number in trans-Gang^tic Monghyr and the part of Tirhut adjoining 
it In Behar they pretend to be Sarwariyd Brdhmans, and apparently 
in some parts of the North-West they make a similar pretence. Dr. 
Buchanan Hamilton makes them S^kidwipis. Mr. Forbes, in 
writing of the castes of Palamau, says that the Bdbhans there claim 
to be Rdjputs, and it would seem that in many respects they resemble 
Rijputs more than Brdhmans. Dr. Oldham, in his Account of 
Ghizfpur, notices that most of the subdivisions of the Bdbhan tribe 
are called by the same names as Rdjput dans, and that they claim 
to have come from the same places as the Rajput races of the same 
name. Mr. Beames tells us Rajputs will eat plain boiled rice with 
them off a leaf, and drink firom the same earthen vessel, but will 
not eat a set dinner or one off brass vessels. They certainly do not 
intermarry with Rdjputs; but Bdbhans of all classes intermarry 
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amongst themselves. It seems almost impossible to doubt that they 
paust have originally been a low Aryan race, who were brought into 
close contact with the Rdjputs, probably in some of their struggles 
for supremacy ; and that, not being allowed to intermarry and form 
one people with them, they have acquired a pseudo-respectability by 
pretending that they are Brihmans. This rank is not conceded to 
them by other castes ; and the K^yasths, who will readily eat food 
prepared by Brdhmans and Rajputs, do not eat that cooked by 
B^bhans. The latter are a quarrelsome caste; and as their vil- 
lages are generally apart from, but amongst, Rajput villages, the 
two tribes are always engaged in boundary disputes. Their number 
in 1872 was 160,973, of whom 86,924 live in the Begu Sardf Sub- 
division. (5) Ghd^twdls ; not a separate caste, but a class claiming 
to be Kshattriyas, whose profession it formerly was to guard the hill 
passes, and prevent the incursions of hostile and predatory tribes, 
for which service they were allowed to hold lands rent free ; number 
3570, almost exclusively in police divisions Jamui and Chakdi. (6) 
Baidyds ; the hereditary physicians of Bengal ; 14 in number, in the 
townships of Monghyr and Jamdipur. (7) Kdyasths ; the writer^ 
caste, who find employment in Government and private offices as . 
clerks and copyists, and to a less degree in other occupations; 
20,462 in number. (8) Bhdts; heralds and genealogists; 1705 in 
number. (9) Kathaks ; also genealogists, but inferior to the Bhdts. 
They sing, recite poetry, and perform on musical instruments in 
public ; some wear the sacred thread, and claim to be fallen Brdh- 
mans; 32 in number. 

Lower Castes. — Next in social position, and remarkable for their 
wealth, come the twenty-one trading castes, consisting of — (10) 
Adhbaniyds, 1512; (ii) Agarwdlds, loii; (12) Agrdhri, 113; 
(13) Bais'TBaniyds, 8; (14) Baniyds, 27,451 ; (15) Bamawdrs, 5729 ; 
(% 6 ) Bohras, 21; (17) Gurirs, 1643; (18) Jamanpuris, 78; (15) 
Kamalkalds, 26; . (20) Kasarwdnis, 2973; (21) Kasaudhans, 439; 
(22) Kath Baniyds, 512; (23) Mahuris, 2209; (24) Mdrwdrfs, 376; 
(25) Raunfydxs, 218; (26) Podddrs, 19; (27) Rastogis, 510; (28) 
Nurifydrs, 1008 ; (29) Sardwakd, 34; (30) and Sinddrfyds, 1247. 
Amongst these, the Agarwdlds hold the l%hest place. The Bais 
Baniyds are grain dealers ; Bamawdrs, bankers ; Kasaudhans, spice 
dealers; Mdrwdris, cloth and cotton merchants. Their total number in 
1872 was 47,493. The trading castes are followed at some distance 
by the pastoral, agricultural, artisan castes, and castes employed in 
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preparing food and in personal service : — (31) Go^lis; a l^ge caste 
north of the Ganges, who are stock-masters, cattle-breeders, herds- 
men, and preparers of dairy produce; 197,569 in number. (32) 
Gareris ; an up-country shepherd caste ; 4471 in number (33) Jdts ; 
a pastoral caste of Hindustan; 107 in number. (34) Halw^is; con- 
fectioners; 14,918 in number. (35) K^dds; sweetmeat sellers; 
52,259 in number. (36) Bdrul ; growers and sellers of pdn or betel, 
the leaves of a species of pepper plant : (37)Tdmbulis ; sellers of betel- 
nut or supdri as well as pdn ; they also deal in .other articles. The 
number of these two castes in 1872 yras 12,848. (38) Kaibarttas; 

agriculturists; 55 in number. (39) Koeris; the chief agricrltural 
caste; 77,741 in number. (40) Kurmfs; cultivators and domestic 
servants ; 33,029 in number. (41) Mdlis ; gardeners and cultivators ; 
5360 in number. (42) Kigars ; a cultivating caste ; 7876 in number. 
(43) Sadgop; cultivators; 37 in number. (44) Dhdnuks; mostly 
domestic servants ; 113,524 in number. (45) Dhobds; washermen; 
15,772 in number. (46) Hajjdms (Ndpits) ; barbers; 27,020 in 
number. (47)Kihdrs; palanquin bearers; 40,703 in number. (48) 
Barhis; carpenters; 29,152 in number; (49) Bhaskdrs; stone-cutters; 
57 in number. (50) Chhipis; cotton printers; 21 in number. (51) 
Churfhdris; bracelet makers; 3 in number. (52) Darzis; tailors;’ 
5 in number. (53) Kdnsdris and Thatherds; workers in brass ; 3421 
in number. (54) Kum^s ; potters ; 20,361 in number. (55) Ldheps; ' 
lac-workers and bracelet makers; 1995 in number. (56) Lohdrs ; 
blacksmiths; 7179 in number. (57) Sonfc;; goldsmiths; 13,348 
in number. (58) Sunris; petty dealers and money lenders; 26,703 
in number. (59) Telis ; oil pressers and oil sellers ; 52,765 in number, 
(60) Benaudfyds; petty traders and money-lenders, also distillers, 
and sellers of country liquor; 46 in number. (6.1) Dhaniyds ; wool- 
carders; 77.3 in number. (62) Jogis; weavers; 246 in number. 

(63) Joldhds;^ cotton-weavers and agriculturists; 77 in number. 

(64) Patuis, ; silk-reelers and spiimers ; 480 in number. (65) Tinds ; 
weavers; 86,202 in number. (66) Bdtars; day-lsLbourers , 7 in 
number. (67) Beldirs ; labourers ; 16,676 in number. (68) Koris ; 
road labourers; 3301 in number. (69) Nuniy 4 s; preparers of salt- 
petre, who have now taken to other employments since the decline 
of that industry; 9218 in number. (70) Pairdghs or Paragfe; 
labourers and menial servants; 979 in number. (71) Kiwinfs; 
fishermen; 54 in number. (72) Khatiks; sellers of vegetables, 
spices, onionsj and chilies; 612 in number. (73) Tur^fs; fish- 
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mongers *; 18S2 in number. (74)Banpars; fishermen and thieves ; 
603 ia number. (75) Bathuis; boating and fishing c^te;,57'm 
number. (76) Gonris; preparers of lime, also boatmen and fisher- 
men; 13,441 in number. (77) KaHwats; boatmen; 37 in number. 
(78) Keuts; boatmen and fishermen; a portion follow husbandry; 
3101 in number. (79)M^1^; boatmen and fishermen ; 13,996 in 
number, (80) Muriydris; fishermen; 609 In number. (81) Sura- 
Wyis; 7976 in number. (82)Tiors; fishermen; 18,014 in number. 

Semi-Hinduizeo Castes. — A considerable number (82 to 116) of 
vagabond, semi-Hinduized, and aboriginal castes doses the list 
The vagabond castes Dhekwdh^s, Dharhis, Galgaliy^s, Khelt^, 
Kurlriy^, Parwariyds, and Ramjdnis are in some respects the lowest, 
though many of the two other divisions cannot be said to hold a much 
less degraded position. They number 5476, and are mostly dancers, 
musicians, jugglers ; they also exhibit animals, and tattoo. The semi- 
Hinduized rages to a large extent, and the aboriginals in a somewhat 
less degree, are field - labourers and cultivators. The former are 
Arakhs and B^heliyds, B%dis, B^s, B^urls, Bhuiy^, Binds, Chains, 
Chdmdrs, Dorns, Dos^dhs, Gangaunt^, Hdris, Mahelis, Markandfs, 
Mihtars, Mukerfs, Musdhars, Pdsis, with a total number 

of 327,017 persons. The aboriginals have been enumerated at a 
previous page, and are 21,672 in number. The foregoing list is ex- 
clusive of 8762 persons of unknown or unspecified castes ; 6 persons 
enumerated by nationality only; and 5657 persons of Hindu origin 
not recognising caste. 

Religious Division, op the People, — The great bulk of the 
population of Monghyr District are Hindus ; the remainder being 
composed of Muhammadans, Christians, and hill people professing 
aboriginal faiths. The Hindus number 1,613,546, consisting of 
801,085 males, and 812,461 females, or 89*0 per cent of the total 
population; proportion of Hindu males to total Hindu population, 
49*6 per cent ’The members of the Brahma Samij, or reformed 
theistic sect of Hindus, are included in the^ Census Report with the 
general Hindu population, and thke is no means of ascertaining their 
separate number. They form two communities in the District ; one 
at Monghyr, founded in 1867, and the other at Jamdlpur, established 
in the following year. The Muhammaxians of Monghyr District 
number 87,378 males and 94,891 females; total, 182,269, or 10*1 per 
cent, of the population : proportion of Muhammadan males to total 
Musalmdn population, 47*9 per cent. The Buddhists number 19 
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males and 15 females ; total, 34. Some of the trading castes, particu- 
larly members of the Agarwila and Sarawak caste, are Jains; but as 
they are not distinguished according to their religious persuasion, I 
am unable to give their precise number. The Christians number 
626 males and 516 females ; total, 1,142 : proportion of males in total 
Christian population, 54*8 per ^ent. In 1871 there were 80 persons 
at Monghyr and 66 at Jamilpur attached to the Baptist Mission; 
and 50 or 70 at Jamdlpur members of the Established Church, 
consisting of clerks, engine fitters, and domestic servants. Native 
Christians are said to belong principally to the poorer classes, 
and to be rather better off than the ordinary natives of the same 
position. It is obseived that converts from the country villages 
almost invariably find their way to the towns and settle in them. 
The rest of the population consists of people professing various 
aboriginal beliefs, who are classified in the Census Report under the 
name of ^ others.^ They consist of 7966 males and 8029 females; 
total, 15,995, or ’9 per cent of the District population : proportion 
of males in the whole aboriginal population, 49*8 per cent 

Division of the People into Town and Country. — The 
population of the District is almost entirely rural. The Census 
Report returns only seven towns as containing a population of five 
thousand souls or upwards, namely, Monghyr, population 59,698; 
Shaikhpurd, population 11,536; Jamilpur, population 10,453; 
Barhiy^, population 10,405 ; Siirajgarha, population 7935 ; Bdrbighd, 
population 6362; and Jamdi, population 5197. Details of the 
population of these towns are given in the table on the following page. 
The city population does not furnish an undue proportion of the ordi- 
nary work of administration. The District Census Compilation thus 
classifies the villages and towns : — There are 675 villages containing 
less than two hundred inhabitants; 752 with from two to five hundred 
inhabitants ; 564 with from five hundred to a thousand; 319 small 
towns with from one to two thousand ; 69 with from two to three 
thousand ; 37 with from three to four thousand; 18 with firom four 
to five thousand; 10 with from five to six thousand; 7 towns with 
from six to ten thousand ; 4 with from ten to fifteen thousand ; i with 
from fifteen to twenty thousand; and i over fifty thousand in- 
habitants. The total number of towns or large villages couiaining 
upwards of two thousand inhabitants is 147. ' The following is an 
account of some of the chief towns, with their detailed population, 
etc., as ascertained by the 'Census of 1872. 
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Monghyr (Miingir), situated on the south ban^ ot the river 
Ganges, in the Fiscal Division of the same name, m 25“- 23' north lati^ 
tilde and 86® 31' east longitude, is the chief town and Administrative 
Headquarters of the District It has been a place of considerable 
importance since the earliest days of the English occupation of these 
Provinces, although it did not become a Civil Station till 1812. 
The old Musalm^n fort was first occupied by a regiment belong 
ing to the ' East India Company. At present it is a purely Civi 
Station, and is in some respects one of the most picturesque in Behax 
or Bengal. It consists of two distinct portions, — the fort, within 
which the public offices and residences of the Europeans lie ; and 
the native town, stretching away from the former eastward and 
southward along the river. The fort is formed by a great ram- 
part of earth enclosing a rocky eminence, which projects some 
distance into the Ganges, and is faced with stone. It was probably 
at one time a strong fortification. Towards the north the river 
comes up to the walls and forms a defence on that side. Land- 
wards, a deep and wide ditch surrounds and protects it. On enter- 
ing from the railway station by the main gate, known as the Ldl 
Darwdza or Red Gate, Monghyr presents a very pretty appearance. 
The main road runs southward between two large tanks, behind 
each of which there are low hills. On one of these is the Kama 
Chaura house, the property of the Mzh 6 ii]i of Viziandgram ; 
and on the other a fine building known as the palace of the 
Sh^h Sihib, and now the residence of the Cpllector, behind which 
is the palace of Shuj^ Shdh, the son of Akbar, which has been 
converted into a jail. Between the hills lie the Government 
gardens,, with trim hedges and neat wire fencing. Beyond the 
gardens, and usually on low eminences, are the houses of the other 
Europeans. 

The origin of the name of Monghyr is very uncertain. It is said 
that the place was formerly called Madgalpdri or Madgalasrdm, 
from its having been the abode and property of Madg'al Mdni, 
a hermit saint who lived in the early ages of the world. Another 
explanation, founded on the authority of the Naribansa, derives 
the name from a certain Madgal R 4 ja, one of the sons of Viswa- 
mitra, son of a GadM Rdjd, who received this part of his fathers 
dominions j but when he lived, or who he was, there is no means 
of discovering. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton states that on an inscrip- 
tion, seven or eight centuries old, found at Monghyr, and perhaj)S 
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more ancient than the Haribansa, the name is written MadgagfriC 
or the hill of Madga, and not MadgalpdrI or the abode of Madgal. 
The existence, therefore, both of the saint and prince is very 
doubtful The name is probably of a much more homely origin, as 
madga is the Sanskrit word for a kind of pulse, the Phaseolus mungo 
of Linnaeus. 

The earliest information we possess of any historical event in 
connection with Monghyr is derived from a copper tablet found 
within the fort about the year 1780. The date of the plate itself is 
a matter of much doubt. It contains a date which is differently 
interpoeted, referring to an era which is otherwise unknown. Sir 
William Jones read* it as 33 Samvat, and considered that it referred 
to the era of Vikramdditya, and corresponded to 24 b.c. Mr. James 
Prinsep was of opinion that the figures are equivalent fo x 23, while 
Qaptain Wilford made them out to be 132. On the whole, it seems 
probable that the era referred to is one peculiar to the Fdl dynjxsty ; 
while there is good evidence that these kings flourished during the 
tenth and eleventh centuries after Christ, and that Deb Pdl, the 
monarch, directly mentioned, lived between 1052 and 1059 a.d. 
It seems to have been set up to commemorate a great meeting of 
the princes and armies subject to the Pal kings of Patnd, in the 
reign of Deb Pdl, the third sovereign of the dynasty. It does not 
mention that there was any town or fort at Monghyr, but merely 
relates that the king encamped on the spot, and constructed a bridge 
of boats across |he Ganges ; that his numberless elephants darkened 
the face of the earth, whilst the dust from the feet of the horses of 
the princes of the north spread darkness all round ; and so many 
were the chiefs and rulers of every part of the earth who came to 
pay their homage, that the earth sank beneath the weight of the 
myriads of their attendants. 

The followng account of the history of Monghyr since the Musal- 
m^n conquest is derived in part from a note kindly furnished to me by 
Mr. Blochmann, M.A., principal of’ the Calcutta Madrasa, who has 
collected the information from various Muhammadan chroniclers : — 
When Muhamnaad Bakhtydr Khilji, in a.d. 1195, advanced from 
his jdgtr lands near fort Chandr, and attacked and took the town 
of Behar, Monghyr is not stated to have offered resistance. After 
the conquest, Behar was the seat of the Muhammadan Governors, and 
Monghyr seems to have been the second town in Southern Behar. It 
shared, of course, the fate of the Province, which was attached to 
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Beng^ till a.d. 1330, when Muhammad Tughlak annexed it to 
Dehli. From a.d. 1397 it belonged to the kingdom of Jaunpur. 
After the time of Buhliil Lodi, it was chiefly in the hands of Afghan 
chiefs. About a.d. 1494, however, the Afghans seem to have sub- 
mitted to Sultin Husdin Shdh, king of Bengal ; and the historians 
tell us that Prince D^nyil, son of Husiin Shih, met SuMn Sekandra 
Lodi of Dehli near Behar, in the year a.d. 1499, when the Province 
was formally acknowledged to belong to Bengal. Stewart, in his 
History of Hengal^ gives a different account of this transaction. He - 
states that two noblemen, on the part of Sekandfa, met the Prince in 
the town of Birh, and concluded a treaty, the terms of which were 
that the Emperor should retain Behar, Tirhut, and Sarkar Sdran, 
provided }ie jjid not invade Bengal Prince Ddnyil appears to 
have been the governor of Eastern Behar on the part of his 
father. He repaired the fortifications of Monghyr, and built, in 
A.D. 1497, the vault over the shrine of Shdh N£fah, the Muham-^ 
madan patron of the town. This is shown by an inscription put 
up by D^yil on the eastern wall of the dargd or shrine of the 
saint, which lies on an elevated spot, reached by a flight of steps, 
near the old wall of tlie town. At the foot there are many tombs 
in a dilapidated state. The khddims of the dargd say that when 
the fortifications were being repaired, Dinyil dreamed that a 
grave near the wall emitted a smell of musk. The grave was dis- 
covered, and the Prince built a vault over it, for the tenant of the 
tomb was clearly a saint. From this circumstance, the saint up to 
this day is called Sh^ Nifah, from the Persian ndfah^ a pod of 
musk. 

In 1521 Nasrat Sh^h, or, as he is better known, Nasib Shdh, 
broke the above-mentioned treaty and invaded Tirhut, making his 
son-in-law, Makhddm Alum, governor, and stationing him at Hdjfpur. 
After this period Monghyr became the headquarters of the Behar 
army of the Bengal kings, and was for a considerable rime under 
the command of Kutab Khdn, a general of high repute, whose 
defeat by Slier Shdh in a.d. 1533 was the first great success of 
that chief in the struggles which afterwards placed him on the 
throne of Dehli. 

Under Sber Sh^, Monghyr was the scene of a fight between the 
Afghans and the Emperor Humiyun, who was on his retreat from 
Be^al. In this engagement, DiUwar Kh^, son of Daulat Khdn 
IaxF, and ancestor of the renowned Kh^ Jahdn Lodi in the reign 
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of Sh£h Jah^, was captured by Sher Shdh, From a.d. iS 4 S 
find Monghyr mentioned as in the possession of Miydn Sulaimdn, 
an Afghin of the Karardni tribe, who held South Behar for Islim 
Sh^h, son of Sher Shdh. Under IsHm Shih’s successor, Muhammad 
Adil Shah, Sulaimdn, with the view of securing independence, entered 
into an alliance with Bahadur Shih, King of Bengal ; and when Adil 
Shjlh, or Adil, as he is generally called, retired before the advancing 
army of Akbar, Bahadur Shdh and Sulaimin attacked him near 
Sdrajgarha, west of Monghyr, and defeated and killed him (A,r>. 1557). 
In A.D. 1563, Sulaimdn became ruler of Bengal and Behar, but ac- 
know, edged the suzerainty of Akbar. He was succeeded, in the 
beginning of a.d. 1573, by his second son, Didd Shdh, who refused 
to pay tribute to the Mughul Emperor. Akbar, therefore, in a.d. 
1574, invaded Behar and conquered it Soon after, in a.d. 1580, 
the great Bengal military revolt commenced, and Monghyr was for 
a long time the d^appui of Akbar’s officers in their expeditions 
against the rebels. Todar Mall, for example, occupied Monghyr for 
a long time, and held in check the rebel army of 30,000 horse, who, 
in their advance on Behar, were encamped at Bhdgalpur, till, by 
his influence with the Hindu zambiddrs^ he had stopped all their 
local supplies and forced them to disperse. He also repaired the 
fortifications. 

When Suitdn Shujd, the second son of Shdh Jahan, on hearing 
of the dangerous illness of his father in A.D. 1657, raised the 
standard of revolt and claimed the imperial throne, Monghyr formed 
the centre from which he directed his preparations, and to which he 
retired after his defeat, in^ the following year at Bahddurpur,' near 
Bendres, by Sulaimdn, the son of Ddrd Shukoh. The lines of 
Monghyr held out against the victor, till he was summoned back to 
Agra to assist his father against Aurangzeb. In 1659, Monghyr 
again afforded Shujd shelter after his defeat at Kudwa by Aurangzeb, 
till Mfr JumM turned his position by sending troops through the 
Sherghdti passes, and forced him to retire on Rdjmahdl. 

Concerning the position of Monghyr as chief town of a sarkdi\ we 
have a few references in the Ain4 Akbari^ which gives Todar Mall’s 
rent-roll. According to it, sarkdr Monghyr consisted of 31 makais 
or par^andsj paying a revenue of 109,625,981 damSy — ^40 dams being 
equal to one Akbarshahi rupee, — and furnishing 2150 horse and 50,000 
foot soldiers. These numbers, however, are perhaps nominal rather 
than real, for south of Monghyr the countiy' w'os mostly in tlie han(is 
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of the R^jds of Kharakpur. Fargand Monghyr itself was assessed at 
308,9071 ddm, Mi>nghyr was also for some time the residence of 

Sinh, who reconquered Bengal and Orissa; and it was here that a 
pious Musalm^n, named Sh^h Daulat, whom Mdn Sinh favoured, tried 
his best to convert the to IsMm. During the reign of Jahdngir, 
K 4 sim Khdn, brother of All-ud-din IsUm Kh^, was in charge of 
sarMr Monghyr. K£sim Khdn, on the death of his brother, became 
Governor of Bengal Two jdgirddrs of Monghyr are also mentioned, 
Sarddr 'Kliin and Hassan AH Khdn (a.d. 1619). In the first year of 
Shdh Jahdn’s reign, a.d, 1628, Sayyid Muhammad Mukhtdr Khdn was 
appointed tdyMddr of Monghyr. He distinguished himself -in the 
war with the Ujjainiah Rdjds of Dumr^on in Gayd about a.d. 1637. 
Another tdyMddr of Monghyr was MahilcMr Kh^n. Towards the 
end of Shdh Jahdn^s reign, Monghyr became for a time the residence 
of Prince Shuj^, his second son, and the Governor of Bengal The 
success of his younger brother Aurangzeb, however, forced him, in 
A.D. 1659, to retreat from Monghyr to Dacca. The historians of 
Aurangzeb’s reign mention only one event in connection with 
Monghyr, namely, the death and burial at Monghyr of the poet 
MulM Muhammad Sayyid, who wrote under the no?n-dey>lw 7 ie of 
* Ashraf.^ 'He was the son of MulH Muhammad Sdlih of Mazandar^n, 
near the Caspian Sea, and stood in high favour with Prince Azfm-us- 
shin, Aurangzeb’s grandson, and the Governor of Bengal and Behax. 
He had also been for a long time the teacher of Zebunniss^ Begam, 
Aurangzeb’s daughter, herself a poetess of renown. The poet died 
at Monghyr, where his tomb is still pointed out, soon after A.r>. 
1673, whilst on his way from Bengal to Mecca. 

Monghyr afterwards became a place of importance, in consequence 
of Mir Kdsim selecting it as his capital when he began, to meditate 
driving the English out of Bengal. The trade in firearms, for which 
the town has since continued remarkable, dates from that time, as 
Guiighin or Gregory Khiin, once an Armenian cloth merchant of 
Ispahan, Mfr Kdsim’s favourite general, established an arsenal in the 
fort; It continued to hold its pre-eminence till the final defeat of 
the Sdhahddr at Udanjild in October 1763. A spot on the river side 
of the fort is still pointed out, where, the two wealthy bankers, the 
Setts, were murdered on suspicion of their favouring the English. 
They were thrown from a high tower into the Ganges, shortly before 
the members of Council, Mr. Ellis, Mr. Hay, and Mr. Lushington, 
were sliot down by Samru at Patnd. 
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HISTORY OF MONGHYR TOWN. 

Dr. Buchanan Hamilton gives the following account of the origin 
of the shrine of Chandisth^, near Monghyr : — At Vikramchandi is 
a hole in a rock Sacred to. Chandi, the grdm-dehat£\ of the place, 
covered by a small building of brick. This goddess was courted by 
two of the most powerful sovereigns, of India, Vikram and Karna, 
who are here considered as having been contemporary. Kama, in 
order to procure her favour, hit upon the happy expedient of 
tormenting himself by a daily immersion of his body in boiling 
ghi; and by this means he every day procured One and a quarter 
mans of gold, which he distributed to the poor. Vikram, jealous of 
such favour shown to a neighbouring king, came in disguise, and, 
entering the service of Kama, found out the manner in which his 
rival worshipped. He then determined to excel, which he accord- 
ingly did by slicing his skin in various places, and, having offered 
his blood to the goddess, he gave himself exquisite torment by 
filling the gashes with salt and spices ; after all which, he went into 
the bath of his rival. Such a gallant worshipper obtained the 
decided favour of the goddess, who has ever since been odled 
Vikram-Chandi.’ 

The principal family now resident in the town i^ that of the Sh^h 
S£hiib, whose palatial, residence I have before mentioned, I have 
obtained a full account of the family, drawn up by one of its mem- 
bers, and give it in full, as an interesting instance of the manner in 
which the Musalmdns of Western Asia took their place amongst 
Indian landholders, and as a specimen of native history written by a 
native ! — 

‘ The .family history begins with Hazrat MauMni Shdh Mustafi 
Sofi, a man of learning and the highest respectability^ he was a 
native of Seist^n, a town of Persia, The fame of his vast learning 
and the high distinction in which he was held reached the court of 
the Emperor Jalil-ud-dfn Akbar. He was invited to the Emperor’s 
palace in Dehli; valuable presents, in the shape of kkildts^ were 
given to him, in addition to an extensive jd^r. He was principally 
, employed in imparting education, but this was not the only, thing 
he had to do ; he was always consulted on political matters, and his 
opinion was not merely asked for, but was followed. When the 
Afghans revolted in Bengal and Behar, Muhammad Munim Khin 
went 'forth with a large army to subdue them ; but, seeing the 
superiority of their numbers, he asked the Emperor to come out in 
person. The Emperor visited the east, accompanied by a large body 


68 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF MONGHYF 


of armed men, amongst whom Shih Mustafi Sofi distinguished him- 
self; he was valiant, and possessed peculiar powers in the field of 
battle. While in the east, he heard the great name of Hazrat Shih 
Aladdd Araffn, who was a man celebrated for piety. Mustafa Sofi 
wished much to meet this holy man, and abandoned all ambition 
for wealth and honour. His intentions were communicated to the 
Emperor, who, as well as Muhammad Munim Khdn, were impor- 
tunate for the Sofi to continue with them, offering him grants and 
high honours. The Sofi took neither the one nor the other, but 
came down to Monghyr to meet the renowned religious devotee. 
The meeting of Sofi with Hazrat Shdh Aladdd Arafln was one of 
considerable and respectful ceremony. He kissed the Hazrafs feet, 
and asked him a question* in Arabic. The Hazrat at once under- 
stood him, and looking at him, the Sofi became insensible. Shdh 
Mustaf£ Sofi revived in a minute, and thenceforward became the 
disciple of the Hazrat, whom he venerated as the saint of saints. 
The great Aladdd convened a meeting of respectable men, and 
in their presence made him Sij^da Nishin, by dressing his head with 
a turban, and presenting him with rosaries, etc. MustaH Sofi died 
on the 4th day of Zilhij, 1050 Hijra, and his remains were interred 
in DiMwarpur. Shih Sharif-ud-dm Ghaus, his son, succeeded him 
he walked in the footsteps of his father, and was remarkable for his 
charity and kind feeling for the poor. The Emperor Aurangzeb 
Alamgfr heard of his renown, and made him extensive presents in 
land and money. He hesitated much to accept the daily allowance 
fixed for him by the Emperor ; compliance, however, was afterwards 
accorded, with the view to relieve the poor. He died on the 7th 
day of the Muharram, 1070 Hijra. He left one son, Shdh Tdjudfn ‘ 
Ghaus, who inherited all the good qualities of the father.’ Then 
comes a detailed genealogical account of the heads of the family 
down to the present day. 

In 1 81 1, Dr. Buchanan Hamilton estimated the population of 
Monghyr to be 30,000 souls. In 1869, the experimental Census 
disclosed the following results : — Number of houses, 13,179. Popu- 
lation-T-males 26,450, females 27,531 ; total 53,981 : average 
number of souls per house, 4*09. The regular Census of 1872 
showed a still further increase of the population. The results then 
ascertained were as follow : — Hindus — males 21,780, females 23,210 ; 
total 44,990. Muhammadans—males 6773, females 7573; total 
i 4 > 346 . Buddhists— males 18, females 15 ; total 33. Christians — 
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males 128, femaies 177; total 305. ^Others* — ^males 9, females 

to<^ 24, Total of all denominations — ^males 28,708, females 
30,9904 grand total 59,698. In 1874-75 the gross municipal 
income amounted to ;^3i39, i8s. od., and the gross municipal 
expenditure to ;^33i7, los. od ; rate of municipal taxation, about 
4 dnnds 7 pies or 6|d. per head of the population. The Collector 
has supplied me with the following additional information concern- 
ing municipal affairs in Monghyr in 1874-75, There were sixteen 
members of the Municipal Board, of whom six were officials and 
ten lion-officials, nine were Europeans and seven natives. The 
number, of sittings held during the year was twenty-five. The 
balance at the close of the preceding year, 1873-74, was ;;^ii82, 
14s. od. During the year, the tax on hbuses, lands, and buildings 
produced 14s. od. ; the tax on horses, carriages, and carts, 

including registration fees, od. ; the proceeds of the 

cattle pound, ^£*34; tolls and ferries, rent of land belonging 

to the municipality, £21, i8s. od. ^ rent of the municipal bd&dr^ 
2S. od. ; fines levied under the municipal law, ^$9; whilst 
other sources gave ;j^55o, 8s. od. : total income, 139, i8s. od. 
The income of the previous year, 1873-74, had been 6s. od. ; 

and the average income of the three preceding years, ;^3i4i, 8s. od. 
The expenditure on police was ^^95 9, i6s. od.; on conservancy, 
;^4 o 6, 4S. od. ; in paying the salaries of municipal establishment, 
;^45r, i6s. od. ; on the repair of roads, ;^8r4, 4s. od. ; on buildings, 
4s. od. ; on other works of public utility, including lighting, 
6s. od. ; miscellaneous expenses, Total expenditure, 

;^33i7, los. od. ; leaving a balance in hand at the close of the year 
of ;^ioo5, 2S. od. 

Jamui, situated within the Fiscal Division of the same name, in 
24® 55' 30" north latitude and, 86° 15' 5 1'' east longitude, is principally 
important as the headquarters of the Jamfii Subdivision. It stands on 
the left bank of the river Keul, and at a distance of about five miles 
to the south-west of the Jamiii station on the chord line of the 
East India Railway, with which it is connected by an unmetalled 
road. The town consists for the most part of one long street, form- 
ing a continuation of the railway road for a distance of nearly two 
miles ; on either side of this street lie the shops and dwellings of 
the grain merchants and shopkeepers, who, with their families and 
servants, form the bulk of the population. From this wide street 
minor roads branch out at right angles, leading to the non-trading 
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parts of the town and the residences of the native civil functionaries, 
court pleaders, and attorneys. Although lying within the great 
alluvial rice plain which the Ganges has formed, the town shares 
in the (Inclination of the country from the Chakdi and Haziribdgh 
plateau northwards. This circumstance, and the proximity of the 
Keul, afford a perfect drainage, and render it one of the healthiest 
places in the District. On approaching Jamdf from the railway sta- 
tion, the first public building met with is the Subdivisional office and 
Magistrate’s residence, — ^masonry buildings of the ordinary standard 
plan. On the opposite side of the road is the mimifs office. 
About a quarter of a mile within the town, on a clear open space, 
stands the police station. Immediately behind it a new masonry 
lock-up has been built ; behind this, again, the charitable dispensary, 
which was completed in 1874. The latter is a fairly good building 
of its kind. The inner walls are of sun-dried bricks, resting on a 
foundation of masonry. It has a verandah on all four sides, sup- 
ported by masonry pillars, the whole being coVered by a tiled roof. 
Below the tiles, several inches of thatch serve to moderate the heat 
of the sun. About a hundred yards farther is the Anglo-vernacular 
school, also lately built, in much the same style as the dispensary. 
At the western extremity of the town stand the opium office, the 
gdnjd stores, and the distillery. The private buildings and shops 
of the town almost uniformly consist of mud houses, with tiled 
roofs. The few exceptions have walls made of small burnt bricks 
set in mud. The trade with places outside the Subdivision consists 
in exports mainly of mahud flower upward by rail to Patnd for 
distillation, and mahud oil ; downwards by rail to Bengal and Cal- 
cutta are sent mahud oil, buffalo ghi^ shellac, oil-seeds, wheat, grain, 
and gur or molasses. The imports by rail are cotton from Mlrzdpur, 
tobacco from Patn^, and piece-goods and metal vessels from Cal- 
cutta. Apart from the line of rail, the trade is carried chiefly by 
pack-bullocks. The roads are all unmetalled. One of the principal 
lines runs to the railway station, crossing the Koel and Anjind 
rivers. It is then continued eastward by an unbridged newly-con- 
structed famine road through Gangta to Kharakpur, and thence con- 
nected by a metalled road with the loop line of railway at Baridrpur. 
The above rivers rise in the hills to the south, and after heavy rains 
become violent torrents, cutting off, sometimes for several days, 
direct communication with the railway. In that case the nearest 
way to the line is along the road to Lakhlsarif, by which means the 
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Keul is avoided This road is twenty miles long, and bridged 
throughout, but xmmetalled. A country road passes southwards 
to join the Haz^ribdgh Grand Trunk Road. . Newly constructed 
unbridged famine roads run to Sekandr^, and thence westwards, 
connecting the Subdivision with, the Gay^ roads and the valley of 
the Sakra, and passing from the Hazdribdgh Grand Trunk Road 
to Patnd. through Gayd 

The town itself, which is a growth of late years, has no traditions 
and few antiquities. At its southern extremity there are the remains 
of an old fort near the village of Dudupa. Jamdi was one of the 
places? of which the population was enumerated at the time of the 
experimental Census of 1869, with the following results; — ^Number 
of houses, 2672. Population — males 2374, females 2245; total 4619: 
average number of inmates per house, 173. In 1872 the regular 
Census showed that the population had increased, the number being 
returned as under ; — Hindus — males 1852, females 1927 ; total 3779. 
Muhammadans — males 758, females 659; total 1417. Christians — 
I male. Total of all denominations — males 2611, females 2586; 
grand total 5197. 

Gidhaur, situated within the Fiscal Division of the same name, 
in 24° 51' north latitude, and 86® 14' 31'*' east longitude, is interesting 
as the seat of one of the oldest of the noble families of Behar. 
Like Bausi in Bh%alpur, Gidhaur is the site of one of the deserted 
towns met with along the hill frontier. In the neighbourhood are 
the ruins of an bid castle of considerable size, built of great blocks 
of stone without any kind of mortar, and entered by four gates^ 
called after the elephant, the horse, and the camel, and on the east 
side after the great god Mahddeo. Its erection is often attributed 
to Sher Sh^h; but it is probably oi much earlier origin, although 
it may have been repaired by that prince • during his war with the 
Emperor Humdyun. 

The following account of the Rdjput family that takes its title 
from Gidhaur, and is now represented by the Mah^rd.j^ Sir Jii 
Mangal Sinh, KLC.S.I., has been supplied to me by the Collector 
of Monghyr. The founder of the family was Bir Vikram Sinh, a 
Kshattriya, .or rather Rdjput, of the Chandrabansf or lunar sept. 
The earliest account of his ancestors represents them as holding a 
small estate called Mohaba, in Bandebkhand, from which they 
were driven out, seemingly by the Muhammadans, in the eleventh 
century. They settled at Bardl, a town within the present limits 
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of Hewah, and became masters of a considerable principality. In 
the year 474 b.s. (a.d. 1168), Bir Vikram Sinh, the younger brother 
of the Riji of Bardi, accompanied by a large retinue, set out' on a* 
pilgrimage to the shrine of Baidyandth at Deogarh, in the present 
District of the Santdl Parg^n^s. The god is said to have shown 
him special favour, appearing to him and bidding him seize on the 
surrounding country. It is more probable that he had observed 
the unwarlike character of the aboriginal Kshetauris, and u&d 
this pious fraud to cover an act of unjustifiable aggression. With 
Bfr Vikram the Gidhaur family begins, and now alter twenty-two 
generations it is still wealthy and influentiaU Puran Mali, the 
ninth built the .great temple of Baidyan^th, and in the 

Sanscrit sloka or verse inscribed on the top of the inner door of 
,vthe sanctuary, he is called ure patl^ or king of men, a title that 
bears witness to the position of the family several centuries ago. 
Diilan Sinh, the fourteenth received distinguished honours 
from the Musalmdn Government, and the title of Rdjd was con- 
firmed to him by a farmdn of the Emperor Sliih Jahdn, which still 
exists, bearing date the 21st Rajah 1068 a.h., corresponding to 
A.n. 1651^ When the English assumed the government of Bengal 
and Behar, Rjlj^ Gop^l Sinh, the nineteenth in succession, was 
for a time deprived of his estates, but soon after recovered pos- 
session. A fresh sanad^ conferring the title of Riji as an here- 
ditary distinction, received the seal of the Viceroy on the nth 
January 1856. This honour was conferred in consequence of the 
loyal exertions of ]ii Mangal Sinh in the Santdl Rebellion of *1853, 
and subsequently during the Mutiny. It was afterwards considered 
that this was an inadequate reward for these services, and in 1865 
he was created a Mah^rij^ for life, and in the following year was 
invested with the insignia of a Knight-Commander of the Star of 
India. A considerable estate or jdgirj free of revenue, was also 
granted to him and his descendants for ever. At the present time 
Sir ]ii Mangal has retired from public life, and has made over to 
his eldest son, the Jubar£j Seoprasid Sinh, the management of his 
property. 

Jamalpur, a .township in the Monghyr Fiscal Division, situated 
in 25® 18' 45''' north latitude, and Sfi"* 32' i" east longitude, is 
principally remarkable as containing the largest iron workshops in 
India. They are the property of the East India Railway, and 
cover an area of about 30 acres. The town lies about six miles 
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clue south of Monghyr, and is for the Indian plains a considerable 
European settlement It is built in the form of a rectangle lying 
north and south, one-third of its area to the south being occupied 
by the workshops. The remainder, which is nearly a’ perfect 
square, contains the houses of the European- overseers of different 
grades. The large European population has rendered necessary 
the establishment of a slaughter-house, which yielded in 1874-75 
a Revenue of ids. od., and cost 5s. iijd. in repairs. 

The report of the Medical Officer of the station, dated the 31st 
December 1874, gives a favourable account of its health. ^The 
half-year now ended has been exceptionally healthy. No epidemic 
has visited this station, and the health of the company’s employ^, 
as well as t^t of their families, has been better during these last 
six months than during any six months of previous years, so far as 
I can judge from office records. There was an outbreak of cholera 
and fever here in July. The origin of these diseases was traced 
to defective drainage, and the malaria rising from pools of stagnant 
water. It was also discovered that some of the villagers used 
the water in these hollows, converted into temporary tanks by the 
heavy rains, for cooking purposes, rather than be at the trouble to 
go a couple of hundred yards for their supply. Every hollow was 
filled up, and the ditches cleaned. In a few days both cholera 
and fever subsided, and the villagers have enjoyed good health 
from that day to this. Sanitation is receiving much attention, the 
budget estimate for 1875-76 amounting to ;?^4oo.’ The railway 
workshops give employment to about 3000 labourers, and 150 
engines are usually in the shops, of which 60 are actually undergoing 
repair. The Company does its work through a number of native 
middle-men, who are paid by the piece. The works have attracted 
the best iron-smiths from many parts of Behar. In the Statistical 
Account of Pumiah I have mentioned that the resident planters 
account for the scarcity of skilled smiths by the fact of their having 
left the District to go to the Jam£lpur workshops. 

In 1869 the experimental Census showed the following results ; 
Number of houses, 2326; Population — males 43 females 
3062 — total 7377; average number of inmates per house, 3*17. 
The regular Census of 1872 showed that the population had greatly 
increased in the three following years. The results then ascer- 
tained were: Hindus — males 4141, females 3179 — total 7320 
Muhammadans — males 1367, females 1x48 — total 2515; Chris 
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tiaas — males 367, females 251 — ^total 618; total of all denomina- 
tions — males 5875, females 4578 — total 10,453. 

. Jamilpur has been .constituted a township under Act III. of 
1864. In the year 1874-75 the following amounts were collected 
under . the provisions of .that law, and dispensed foi; municipal 
purposes. Receipts: (i) house tax on the premises of the East 
India Railway Company, (2) house tax on the native 

town, j (3) horse and carriage tax, ;^6i8,.' is. od. ; 

(4) municipal fines, ^£*9, i6s. 3d.; (5) miscellaneous, ^82 f 55. 
6^d. Total, including a balance of ;^i2o, 19s, 4^d. From the 
previous year, 15 23, 17s. ifd. Expenditure: office' estab- 

lishment, ^£“148, 13s. 5|d. ; (2) office rent, ;£26f 8s: od. ; (3) con- 
tingent charges, ^31, i8s. ofd. ; (4) conservancy establishment, 
;^33i, IS. 9d. ; (5) police establishment and contingent charges, 
;^32i, i6s. iifd. ; (6) cemetery establishment, ;2^42, iis. od. ; (7) 
pound establishment, 1 2s: od. ; (8) salary of vaccinator, ^9 ; 
(9) printing charges, ^8, 8s. 6d. ; (10) survey charges, ;^2ij 15s. 
lojd. ; (ii) watering charges, ;j£’9, 12s. od. ; (12) land rent, 

7s. io|d. ; {13) reward for killing snakes and dogs, ;^i5 ; and (14) 
miscellaneous, ^^227, 2s. lojd. There was also an expenditure 
of ;£‘i 64, 15 s. 9|d. for filling up some old tanks, the malaria from 
which was supposed to have aggravated an outbreak of cholera 
that occurred during the year. The total expenditure of the year, 
therefore, was ^^1379, 4s. i|d., leaving a balance on the ist April 
1875 of ;j^'i44, I2S. ii|d., to which must be added ;^ioi, is. 
i^d. arrears of previous years realized during 1874-75, giving a 
total balance of ^^24$, 14s. ifd. The Collector returJis the 
income for each of the past seven years as follows: — 1868-69, 
;^i274, os. 4|d; 1869-70, ^^^1382, los. ird.; 1870-71, ;^i689, 
os. 7^d. ; 1871-72, ;£i668f os. 6|d. ; 1872-73, ;a^i6i5, los. 8jd^ ; 
i 873 ’- 74 , ;^iS79> 4 d.; 1874-75, ;^i646, 8s. 2^6. 

The Hot Springs of Sitdkund and Rishikund must be men- 
tioned amongst the remarkable places of Monghyr District. The 
best account of them is that given by Dr. Buchanan Hamilton, 
from which I have condensed the following paragraphs : — The Sit^- 
kund spring is situated about five miles east from the town of 
Monghyr, and Is confined within a bi;ick cistern. Near it, and 
within the same enclosure, are four other tanks similar to it, except 
that they contain cold water. These latter are dirty and stagnant, 
and form a great contrast to the clear water of the Sftdkund. They 
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are named the wells of Rdm, Lakshman, Bharat, and Satrughan, 
after the husband of Sit£ and his three brothers. No mention is 
made of this place in the Rdmdyana of Valmiki; but the priests say 
that an account is given of it in the Kurma Fdrana^ a part of the 
eighteen books alleged to have been written by Vyas. Rdm, after 
having killed Rdvan, king of Lanka, was haunted by the constant 
appearance of that prince, who, although a rdkshasa or demon, was 
a very holy Brdhman, and on account of his piety was served by 
the gods as his menial servants. In order to expiate his crime, 
Rdm set out, according to Hindu custom, to travel from shrine to 
shrine till the deities might have pity on him. In his wanderings, 
he and his wife and brothers came to Kashtdhar^nf, where they 
knew all the gods would be assembled to bathe, and here he at 
last obtained forgiveness. But the gods, who had condoned his 
offence and accepted of fruit from him and his brothers, rejected 
the offering of Sft^ alleging that they suspected her of having been 
unfaithful to her husband when she had been ' in the power of 
R^van. She had once already allayed the jealousy of her husband 
by passing through a fiery ordeal, but the gods now determined that 
she should undergo another before they would eat from her hand. 
To prove her purity, she threw herself into a hery pit, and as she 
issued unscathed from its flames, a pure and limpid stream leaped 
from their midst 

The scene of this miracle became the holy shrine we are describing. 
The officiating priests are Maithila Brahmans. Most of the 30,000 
people who annually bathe at Kashtdhardnl repair afterwards to 
Sitdkund, and worship there ; and on the birthday of Rim about 
1000 people assemble to celebrate the memory of that event. Be- 
sides, vast numbers of travellers from curiosity and pilgrims through 
religious motives resort hither, so that the offerings are consider- 
able; but they are divided among so many, that in general the 
Brihmans of the place seem a needy body of men. The spring is 
situated in a plain near the Ganges, throughout which at short dis- 
tances are scattered small rocky hills of quartz or silicious homstone. 
The stones from which the hot water issues are of the same nature, 
but seemingly all detached pieces. The cistern is about eighteen 
feet square, so that one cannot judge so well of its nature as in the 
places that will be afterwards mentioned. It does not appear to 
differ from the others in any material respect, except that it is at a 
little distance from any hill, whilst all the others issue from the foot of 
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some rocky eminence. Air bubbles are constantly rising from different 
parts of the bottom of the tank, many issuing together with Regular 
intervals before the next explosion. Near where they issue the 
water is always hottest. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton visited diis spring 
on the 7th April, a little after sunrise. The thermometer in the 
open air stood at 68"^ Fahr. ^ and in the hottest part of the reservoir, 
where many air bubbles escaped, it rose to 130°. I'he priests said 
that about eight days before it had become cooler, and that the heat 
would gradually diminish until the commencement of the rainy 
season, — a statement that seems to have been proved by subsequent 
observations. He visited the spring again on the 20th ^pril, slI sun- 
set, the Avind having been all day hot and dry; the thermometer in 
the air stood at 84°, in the well it marked 122®, On the 28th April, 
again, a little after sunset, when the wind was blowing , strong fron"? 
the east, but was not dry, the thermometer in the air was 90°; in the 
well it only rose to 92^ The water still continued clear; but soon 
after, owing to the reduction of the heat, and the natives being in 
consequence able to bathe in the well, the water became very dirty. 
In the beginning of July, on the commencement of the rainy season, 
the water, in consequence of a return of heat, became again limpid ; 
and on the aist of that month, the thermometer at sunset, which 
stood in the air at 90% in the water showed 132^^ of heat On 
the evening of the 21st September, the thermometer stood in the 
air at 88*, in the cistern at 138*, and the number of air bubbles had 
very evidently increased. 

About hve or six miles from SMkund, at the western foot of the 
ridge ninning south from Monghyr, at a village called Bhurka, is a 
second hot spring, which rises from three sources, that unite in one 
pool. Two of these come from under a rock of red and grey rude 
jasper, and are not accompanied by air bubbles; the third rises at 
a little distance, with numerous air bubbles. On the 9th April, in 
the morning, the thermometer in all the three sources rose to 112®* 

The third hot spring is at Rishikund, about a mile south ftom the 
last, and at the foot of the same hill. It has been made a place of #or« 
ship, and a reservoir has been built to collect the water into one pool. 
This is about 140 feet square ; but the springs are unable to heat 
so large a body of water so as to prevent vegetation or bathing. 
The pool, therefore, especially on the side most remote from the 
sources, is overgrown with aquatic plants. The bottom of the pool 
is in some places sandy, in others rocky; and the water seems to 
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i^;sue all along the western side from different crevices in the rock. 
Tlie air bubbles rise from the whole extent of the pool near the hill, 
for a space, df about thirty feet wide and one hundred and forty feet 
long j and had the reservoir been confined to this extent, its heat 
would have kept it clean. Where the air bubbles issue from among 
sand, they form a small cavity like a crater. On the morning of 8th 
April, the thermometer in the air stood at 72°; in the water where it 
issued from t^ crevice of a rock it rose to iio“, and in one of the 
craters to 114®. 

About fifteen or sixteen miles south from Rishikund ar^ the hot 
springs of Bhfmbdndh, by far the finest in the District. They issue 
from the bottom of a small detached hill on its east side, and at 
such a small distance from the Man river that they may be con- 
sidered one of its sources. The hill from which they issUe is situ- 
ated east from the great irregular central mass of the Mdnghyr hills, 
and is called Mahddeo. It consists^ so as can be seen, of quartz 
or silicious hornstone. The hot water issues from four different 
places at some distance from each other, and at each place it springs 
from many crevices of the rock, and from between various loose 
stones with which the ground is covered. Each of these four sources 
is much more considerable than the Sitdkund spring, and many air 
bubbles accompany the water, which is limpid and tasteless, ‘but 
evidently contains earthy matter, as the stones from which the very 
hottest parts issue are encrusted with a tufaceous deposition, which 
veiy much resembles calcareous tufa, but does not effervesce with 
nitric acid, unless the separation of a few globules of air, on its first 
immersion, can be considered as such.’ The thermometer, on the 
morning of the 21st March, in most of the sources stood at 144% 
but when immersed in places where many air bubbles issued, it rose 
to 150®. The water of the Man river, near the springs, is somewhat 
hotter than the atmosphere. In the air, about eight o’ clock in the 
morning of the above-mentioned day, it stood at 76®, in the river it 
rose to 82®. In one place of the stream Dr. Buchanan Hamilton 
observed some air bubbles rising, and there, although the stream is 
of considerable size, Ae thermometer rose to 98®. 

The fifth hot spring is at iMnipahir, about seven miles east and 
north from Bhfmbdn^, and fbrms the source of die Anjind river. 
It is not so large as any of the Bhfmbdndh springs, but far exceeds 
all of the other hot springs already described It issues ftom the 
bottom of Mdlnipahdr, a part of the central duster of the Mfonghyr 
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hills. A space of about twenty yards in length and twenty feet in 
width is covered with fragments of rock, under which the water may 
be heard running, and in some places seen through the crevices, 
until it comes to the lower side, and forms into little streams that 
soon unite. The stone from among which the water issues is a 
kind of jasper of a horny colour, stained with red. On the 2 2d 
March, at sunrise, the thermometer in the air being at 62®, on being 
placed on the stones rose to 80° ; on being immersed in the water 
flowing among the stones, it rose to 146*^ ; and on being placed in a 
crevice of the rock from whence the water issued accompanied by 
air bubbles, it marked 150°, which at all the springs is probab^ the 
maximum of the heat. About twenty yards from the hot springs is 
a bed of calcareous tufa, such as has been already mentioned. On 
pulling out a stone that had been surrounded by this concretion, 
Dr. Buchanan Hamilton found it warm, although perfectly dry ; and 
the thermometer, on being placed in the cavity, rose to 90.® 

Village Institutions. — The Collector in 1874 reported that 
the following village officials were found in the District of Mongh)!: : 
— (i) patwdris ; (2) gumdshtds; (3) navasindds ; (4) bardhils.; 
(5) badhwdras ; (6) sdlis ; (7) amins ; (8) kdndis ; (9) kumdrs ; 
(10) mukaddams; and (ii) jeth rayats. The following short descrip- 
tion of each is derived from, his report, and represents the present 
position of these officers ; — 

The Patwari was formerly one of the principal officers of the 
kdnungds staff, and as such a subordinate official of Government. 
His chief duty was to check the proceedings of the farmers of the 
revenue ; at the same time he was the repository of all information 
concerning the village lands, their crops, and boundaries. He now 
keeps the rent-roll of the village, and is in fact the village accountant. 
Where there is no gumdshtd^ he collects the rents also, and is besides 
not infrequently employed in the measurement of lands, etc. In 
short, he is expected to do whatever the zaminddr tells him, his 
position as a Government official being almost entirely lost. He 
receives a salary of Rs. 3 per mensem, besides a small quantity 
of grain from every rayat at harvest-time, which gratuity is called 
mdngan. Regulation xii. of 1817, relating to latwdAs^ is almost a 
dead letter in Monghyr. The appointment of this officer is but 
rarely reported to the Government, and no other provision of the law 
is ever followed. The District Register shows the total number of 
patwdris appointed during the past forty-four years to be 1574; but 
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probably many of tliese are dead or have resigned, and there is 
nothing to show their exact number at the present day. Ordinarily, 
there is a patwdri to each estate, but where the estate is large or 
divided among several sharers, there may be more than one; on 
the other hand, where there are several small adjoining estates 
under one proprietor, one patwdri is considered sufficient for all. 
They appear to be invariably selected from the Kayasth caste, and 
are usually intelligent men, and powerful for .good or evil, as they 
are still considered great authorities in all matters relating to the 
villages with which they are connected, 

ThV GthviASHTA has always been a servant of the landlord, to 
collect the village rents, the patwdri keeping the accounts for him. 
He receives from Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 per mensem, and ?mingan presents 
like the pattadrL 

The Navasinda is over the patwdri, and keeps the zaminddri 
accounts, granting receipts to the rayats ; where there is no giimdshtd, 
he takes his place, and collects the rents himself. He receives Rs. 4 
per mensem from the zaininddr as regular salary, but has no recog- 
nised perquisite except such as his influence can extort. 

The Barahil does the work of a messenger, brings the tenants 
to the managing office of the estate when they are wanted, and 
receives a salary of Rs, 2 per mensem. The Collector has not been 
able to ascertain the origin of this office. Arrording to the caritiih 
ddrs, it has existed from time immemorial, and is often hereditar}-% 
The Badhwara’s duties are to watch the crops and prevent cattle 
straying on them. He is paid a pittance by die rayats in grain at 
harvest time. The term is derived from badh, a meadow. ^ 

The Salis* duty is to arbitrate between the zaminddr and rayat 
regarding the produce of each field. He gets a small percentage of 
grain from each party. His office is not hereditary or permanent 
in one family. 

A regular Ai^hn is employed only by the larger landholders as a 
permanent servant; but in parts of the District where the hhdoli 
system of land-tenure prex’ails, he is frequently met with as a re- 
spectable villager, who receives something from the zaminddr for 
n^easuring and sur\' eying the village crops during die short periods 
of harvesting. As soon as he declares the area of any field, the sdlis 
determines its produce per big/ni, and assigns the share payable to 
the landlord. 

The KanbAs duty is to provide certain articles, such as firewood, 
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etc.;, for the members of the mminddt^s managing establishment when 
they visit the village on duty; whilst the Kumar or ullage’ potter 
is required to supply pots and pans free of cost. Bpth are paid 
according to a curious system, called ndchdj or literally/ plui^king. 
As the amin measures the field in order to make an estimate d the 
produce, the kdndi and kunidr follow him and pluck with their 
hands as much grain as they can, until the measurement is completed. 
It is said that this custom has prevailed ever, since the Hindus have 
been divided into castes. These officials also get their homestead 
land rent-free. 

The.MuKADOAM on the north of the Ganges, and the Jeth 
Rayat on the south, hold almost precisely the same position as the 
7 nand(d the villages of Bengal.'' They are the chief, most 

trusted, and usually most intelligent villagers ; well versed in every- 
thing that concerns the village, and the ordinary arbitrators between 
the village people themselves and in cases of differences between 
them and their landlords. They assist in making settlements of 
land, and are supposed to know the value of the fields and their 
boundaries. The post is often hereditary, and has no regular 
remuneration, but the landlord usually distinguishes the holder by a 
present of a new turban doth on the first rent-settling day of the 
year. 

The Material Conbition of the People ofMonghyr represents 
a very low standard • of ci^isation and comfort. The Collector in 
1875 reported that ‘the main body of the people in this District are 
not much to be envied, nor can they be said to be prosperous, since 
they get barely sufficient food and clothing.’ At the same time, he 
wrote, ‘ so very little suffices to keep the natives well and strongs 
that any person in the possession of five rupees or ten shillings per 
month, and blessed with good health, may be said to be prosperous 
and happy, even though he has a family to support.’ j^horiginal or 
semi-aboriginal tribes are numerous. They rardy hold land, and 
live on the coarser kinds of grain. The dress of the men is usually 
confined to a waist-cloth ; they also have a head-cloth, which is used 
in the hottest weather to keep off the heat of the sun, and in the 
cold weather to protect against the chill of winter. They sometimes 
possess a cloth to wear over the shoulders, when they wish to appear 
more respectable than usual. The whole suit costs only R. i to Rs. 
I. 8, or 2S. to 3s. The dress of the women, although less incomplete, 
ft coarse, and usually dirty. Whatever wealth .there is in the country; 
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is in the hands of a few landlords, mrddlemen, merchants, and shop- 
keepers. The furniture of a middle-class shopkeeper’s house consists 
of a few large wooden chests with rude native locks, in which the 
commodities he deals in are stored ; two or three smaller chests for 
keeping his own property, in which any valuables or good clothes 
he has are kept ; a couple of cane or bamboo stools six or eight 
inches high ; a charpdv or rough bed of netting on a wooden frame- 
w^ork ; a hand grain mill ; a few brass pots and pans ; and usually a 
spinning-wheel for his wife. His house has mud walls, and some- 
times a tiled roof. The peasant’s or labourer’s dwellingis entirely 
constructed of mud, with a thatch roof. Inside there is very little 
except a few baked earthen vessels, a single wooden box, a brass 
plate or two, and a grain mill, — altogether worth about Rs. s or ten 
shillings. 

The Collector in 1872-73 took a more hopeful view of the condi- 
tion of . the people than in the passage quoted above. He wrote : 
^ The price of labour in Monghyr is one-third higher than twenty 
years ago, but the condition of the labourer, in consequence of at 
least an equal rise in the price of food, has not improved. The 
labourer in Monghyr, however, if he arrives at the age of twenty, 
able-bodied and in good health, can earn sufficient to make his con- 
dition as good as almost any ordinary labourer in the world. He can 
live in some luxury on Rs. 3 a month, and is better oiT than the agricul- 
tural labourer in England on twelve shillings a week. His hut can 
be run up for Rs. 10 ; and if he is a popular man, and can get his 
neighbours to give him a helping hand, it will cost considerably less 
even than that amount. His clothes cost him a mere nominal sum \ 
shoes and stockings he does not require. A lota and a plate are his 
only furniture ; he requires no chair, finding the ground a more 
comfortable seat; and he has a good hieal of rice, fish, spices, with 
cucumber or melon to finish up with, for the equivalent of an Eng- 
lish penny. Then his tobacco costs nothing, — it is probably grown 
in his own garden ; and if he wishes to feast his neighbours, he can 
regale them all on palm wine for a sum which would procure a single 
bottle of beer in England/ 

Food of the Peoplk — Mr. Lockwood, the Collector, has supplied 
me with a memorandum on this subject, dated the X2th August 
1875, which 1 have condensed below. 

* The principal food of the people of Mcwighyr is composed of 
hhadai grains and fish. The hhadai crops are as follow, arranged 
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according to their prevalence or extent : — Indian corn (Zea mays) ; 
rnarud^ (Eleusine coracana) j urid^ a kind of kaldi^ or pulse; mdg 
(Phaseolus mungo) ; cMnd (Panicum miliaceum) ; kheri^ the shdmd 
of Bengal (Panicum frumentaceum); kodo (Paspalum scrobiculatuni); 
hoH^ a kind of runner ; kauni (Panicum Italicum) ; het (Nyrhphsea 
lotus). The Ganges and the numerous marshes in the north-east of 
j^argand Pliarkiyd supply vast quantities of fish. A list of the prin- 
cipal fishes found in the rivers and tanks of this District has already 
been given under the head of Fisheries (p. 30). The siluroids, 
being generally reputed unclean feeders, are not in much favour 
with any except the lower classes. The carps, Mlsd and are 
chiefly eaten by the upper classes, and the muUet is considered a 
great delicacy.* As it is difficult to take this last fish with the net or 
rod, it is mostly speared in the rivers, or shot in the marshes, as it 
springs out of the shallows among the reeds into deep water. The 
river forms a vast fish preserve, and there appears little fear of the 
•supply falling short, although no close season is knovui, and the 
meshes of the nets used are without restriction as to size. More- 
over, there is such ample supply of food for the fish, that they grow 
with extraordinary rapidity notwithstanding their numbers. As an 
instance, I may mention that on dragging one of the Government 
tanks here in May, I saw at the first haul 800 carp averaging 2 lbs. 
a-piece landed. These were mere fry thrown in during the last rains. 
The average price of fish here may be put down at a penny a pound. 
The siluroids are much cheaper. Only yesterday I saw an angler 
pull out a pangas which turned the scale at 40 lbs. The price of 
this was. 19 dnnds^ or say one halfpenny per pound Crocodiles or 
/nagarSf misnamed alligators by Europeans, occasionally get caught 
in the fishermen’s nets, and are not despised as food by the lower 
classes. During the famine,* two -huge ones were exhibited to the 
public, and then devoured by their fortunate captors, I have myself 
tasted the flesh jof^the-g^arfa/, and it certainly appeared to me unfit, 
from its extreme toughness,, for human food. The natives, however, 
like it. Elver turtles are eaten by the lower classes, as are also 
land and water crabs, which are veiy common. The burrowing 
land crab affects the sides of the marshes ; and in pargand Pharkiy^, 
during the cold season, its little mud forts are met with everywhere. 
It is said to cause much damage to the young rice plants, by nipping 
off the stalks. Among mammals, the Musalm^ns and the pariah 
Hindus eat beef^ but goats’ flesh and mutton are in favour with most 
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classes. The Musahars, or Mousers, as we should call them, catch 
and eat the field rat, which, feeding as it does on rice, is not un- 
palatable. The Santdls’ and other despised classes are said to eat 
snakes, and almost any living thing they find in the woods. Bears, 
when killed, are always eaten by them- The porppise is eaten by the 
Tiors. Birds, with the exception of the domestic fowl, do not enter 
largely into the food supply, as they are more difficult to procure 
than mammals and fish.' The lower classes, however, will eat almost 
aiiy bird they can catch. It is to the fact that they are not generally 
eaten that may be attributed the almost total absence of specific 
namet for birds, most natives seldom knowing more than the family 
name. Thus, gidh for all the vultures, haz for the hawks, chihd 
for the Scolopidae, hogld for the herons, and murghdhi for the ducks. 
With respect to plants the case is differentj almost every ordinary 
plant with medicinal or other value having its specific name well 
kn,own to all. 

‘ The following is a list of all the food-grains consumed in the 
District, arranged according to their prevalence or extent: — ^Rice, 
wheat, Indian corn, gram (Cicer arietinura), barley, marud^ arhar^ 
urid^ mdg, chotd jantrd or sorghum, cJiind^ kheri f oats, eaten mostly 
by horses ; masiiri (Cicer lens), kurihi^ a species of pea or Dolichos ; 
kodoy hord^ kauni^ and bet (Nymphaea lotus). The rice is of very good 
quality, and exported in considerable quantity westward ; it is grown 
chiefly south of the Ganges on the rich loam around Shaikhpuri and 
JaMMbdd. Beyond the Ganges little rice is grown, except to the 
extreme nbrth around Bakhtiy^rpur, ^nd on the Kdbar lake to l 3 ie 
north-east, I calculate the cultivated area under the chief crops in 
each Subdivision as follows : — Headquarters Subdivision — total area, 
1,078,400 acres: uncultivated, 272,920 acres; under rice, 288,600; 
under bhadai or rabi crops, or both, 347,680; under other than food 
crops, 169,200. Begu Sarai Subdivision — total area, 492,160 acres : 
uncultivated, 52,800; under rice, 13,000; under bhadai ox rdbi 
or both, 32.7,000 ; under other than food crops, 99,360. Jamiif Sub- 
division — ^total area, 1,013,760 acres: uncultivated, 345,328 ; under 
rice, 446,239; xxm^tx bhadai or rabi crops, 104,000; under other than 
food crops, 1 1 8, 1 93. Boro dhdn is grown in small quantities along the 
edges of rivers and water-courses. Although more rice than any other 
species of grain is grown, the mass of the people eat roti^ or bread 
made of wheat, barley, grain, Indian corn, and other grains. The 
upper classes even do not eat nearly so much rice as the Bengalis. . 
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preferring wheaten and other kinds of bread. The poorer classes have 
two meals a day, — breakfast at noon, consisting of bread or parched 
grain, and dinner at seven o’clock- in the evening. Besides food- 
grains, there is an immense variety of vegetable food consumed by 
the people. Cucumbers enter largely into the food supply, and are 
very cheap, — 20 for a penny ; melons are grown in great profusion on 
the didrds in April and May ; and potatoes are to be found during 
the cold season in every l?dzdr^ selling as clieap as Rs. i. 6. 10 per 
ma 7 i^ or four shillings a hundredweight. Radishes, haigdn or egg 
plant, rdmturdi (Abelmoschus esculentus), species of slm or Doli- 
chos, and a vast variety of other plants are eaten. Many 'plants 
growing wild in every hedge are also gathered as sag or greens, of 
wiiicb I may mention Menispermum polycarpon. Even the trouble- 
sdine wild Boorhavia procumbens is not despised by the lower classes. 

‘ In speaking of the food of the District, the flower of the mahud 
(Bassialatifolia) must be prominently mentioned, as it plays a very 
nportant part in the southern portion of the District, men and 
attimals being alike fond of it. I calculate that there must be 
^oo^OQO-malmd trees in the District, yielding on an average a mati 
of flowers each. The flowers, or, strictly speaking, the succulent 
petals, fall in great profusion in April and May. They are then 
gathered and dried, selling as low as R. o. 15. 8 per man^ or 
2S, pd, the hundredweight. Of fruits there is great variety. The 
mango in good years enters largely" into the food supply. The jack, 
guava, and plantain play a subordinate part. Many wild fruits are 
eaten by the lo^yer classes; of these the figs, particularly Ficus 
glomerata, may be mentioned. This fig, on being opened, is 
found full of a small parasitic fly (Usenis?), which again under the 
microscope I have found infested with parasite worms, which I can 
only compare in appearance to young cobras. I should think that 
such food cannot be wholesome. Palm fruit is also largely con- 
sumed. This District produces large quantities of ghi or clarified 
butter, which is a very important article of food among the higher 
classes. The spices used in the District are, — chilies or capsicum, 
grown in. every village ; coriander seed, ajdwan (see Drugs, p. 199), 
grown on the didrds j turmeric, and several others. The people 
consume large quantities of tdri^ or the fermented juice of the 
tdl or palm tree, during the hot season. Country spirits, made from 
the mahud petals, are also largely drunk, — 100,000 gallons paying 
duty at the Government distilleries.’ 
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During the progress of the scarcity of 1874, Major .Waller, the 
District Superintendent of Police, drew up the following list of roots 
which are much eaten by the Idweir classes of the people, and form 
a valuable addition to. the fodd ^pply in time of famine. He has 
added a description of the manlier ih. which they are prepared for 
eating, and the parts of the District in which they are most found ; — 
* (i) Futal koura (Batatas paniculata), a creeper which grows largely 
in th^ valleys between the hills and on the banks of streams. Its 
roots, which grow to a very large size, are much used throughout 
the southern parts of the District. When small, they are eaten raw, 
but the larger ones are boiled. They are insipid in taste, but 
wholesome. (2) Gdithi is a species of Dioscorea Rowing near the 
hills; its root is cut in pieces and boiled till quite soft, and then 
eaten ; it is sweet to the taste. (3) Tdmdli (Curculigo orchioides), 
a small plant with a leaf like the turmeric, having a single root, 
which is eaten boiled, and has a rather pungent flavour. (4) Sutd- 
war (Asparagus sarmentosus), the root of a small prickly creeper 
found among the hills, which is boiled and eaten ; its taste is insipid. 
(5) Kheld kheli is a root obtained from the Kharakpur jungles ; it is 
eaten boiled, and has a rather astringent taste. (6) Siyah niunsli 
(Murdannia scapiflora), the root of a small plant with a leaf like 
the ginger, and a single root, which' is eaten boiled. (7) Kandy 
probably a species of Arum, has a root resembling the sakdrkandy 
and -of the same taste ; found in the Kharakpur hills. (8) Asar 
(Briedelia ?), a creeper found in the Jamdf hills, with two or three 
tubers under each plant, which are boiled and eaten. (9) MSronardy 
also dlgogi^ a small creeper met with in the hill tracts, having three 
or four tubers under each plant, which are boiled and eaten, and 
have an insipid taste. (10) Bongo is also a small climbing plant 
found in the hills, with a single root, which is boiled and eaten, 
(ii) Ijwar^ a small tree common in the south.' The bark is taken off 
the root, which is scraped, and the inner part boiled ; its taste is 
rather earthy. (12) Piska is the root of a creeper, also found in the 
southern hills; it. is boiled ail day, and then steeped in cold water 
all night, and again boiled next day, when it is’ fit for use. (13) 
Kolo^ a Species of Dioscorea, which is very common in the southern 
jungles; four or six pounds weight of tubers being found under each 
plant. Several hundredweights are dug up and prepared together, 
as the process of cooking is troublesome, and much the same for a 
large or small quantity. The Santdls, who use this root to a can- 
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siderable extent, say that the steam from it when being cooked 
is very intoxicating ; and the person attending to the boiling, when 
moving or touching the vessels, either covers his mouth or turns 
away his head. The tubers are considered poisonous if eaten raw, 
or before being well cooked. The roots are sliced and boiled all 
day, then steeped in cold water all night, being generally put in 
baskets and sunk in a running stream ; the next day th6y are re- 
boiled and again washed several times, after which they are fit for 
eating. The favourite way of serving them is .as follows : — After 
they have been boiled and washed, they are mixed with mahua or 
other fruit, and made into balls, which are ready for immediate use, 
or may be re-warmed. (14) At or hirln is the root of a creeper 
found at the foot of the hills, weighing from four to six pounds. 
This plant also bears a small round fruit, which is used for food. 
Ihe root is peeled and boiled till quite soft, and has a pleasant 
taste. (15) Kakori (Momordica dioica) is a creeper common in 
Chakdi ; there is a single root under each plant, which is boiled, 
and then peeled before eating; it is sweet and pleasant to the 
taste. (16) Tond is another creeper, in hilly parts towards the 
south ; each plant lias a single root, which is boiled whole before 
being eaten ; it is pleasant to tlie taste, and said to be a wholesome, 
strengthening food. (17) Gorkhdndi or Carissa?) is a 

small tree found in the hills, which bears a small sweet fruit ; the 
root is cooked by boiling, after which the thick bark is stripped 
off and the inner part eaten. (18) Musla simid (Bombax Mala- 
baricum) is the root of the young simul or cotton tree, and is very 
commonly used as food by the jungle people in the rainy season, 
when it is tender and juicy. It is also regarded as a strengthen- 
ing tonic; for medicinal purposes it is dried, ground into powder, 
and mixed with milk and sugar. The root, when used as an 
article of food, is boiled, and the thick bark removed. (19) 
Boruni is a small plant found throughout the hills, which bears a 
round fruit which is used -as a vegetable; it is eaten boiled. (20) 
Arwd is the root of a creeper found in the same localities, which 
is eaten boiled. (21) Kand bisdrd is the root of an aquatic plant 
found in the Kdbar and other large marshes north of the Ganges ; 
it is boiled, peeled, and then eaten. (22) KaHial, probably a 
.species of Nymphaea, is common in the north of this District and 
jn Tirhut, and very generally used. As the water of the marshes 
recedes and le.aves the land dry, these roots, which are of con- 
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siderable size, are dug up, boiled, and eaten ; they are pleasant to 
the taste. (23) Kand gijdri and Idtik or I 6 ka are similar roots, 
common in ■parga?id Pharkiy^. (24) Sdrkz (Nymphaea lotus) is 
the root of a very common water plant with a red flower; it is 
obtained in a similar manner. I'he seed of the flower is also col- 
lected and made into a sweetmeat called koi-kd-laddd, found in 
most confectioners’ or halwdil stalls. It is eaten boiled ; its taste is 
slightly pungent (25) Kauchiir (Cyperus) is the root of a small 
sedge. (26) Chichora (Scimus) is also a marsh root, and is dug up 
in the dry weather. A man may collect about six pounds a day, 
with average* luck and labour. They are usually ground into a kind 
of flour, and made into bread or cakes, but are also eaten raw. The 
root of (2 7) Bauhimia Vahlii is also eaten, but has no specific verna- 
cular name, being merely called a sag or vegetable"!^" 

The Processes of Cooking are very simple for the poorer classes, 
but by no means so for those who can afford the luxuries of meat, 
fish, fine flour, fruit, butter, and spices. The following are some of 
the more ordinary methods of preparing food in use amongst both 
the humble and well-to-do : — The principal article of diet is the 
chajidii, which very much resembles a pancake in appearance, but 
is much plainer in composition, and of three kinds, — chapdti proper, 
Mt/i-raHj and tikrL The cliapdti is made of mdzdd, a fine kind of 
wheaten flour, which is mixed with water and formed into a solid 
dough. This is rolled out into very thin cakes, about six to eight 
inches in diameter, and then baked on a thdwd or khapri, a round 
metal or earthen plate, much like a saucer in shape, and about eight 
to nine inches broad. It is quickly turned a few times, and is then 
ready for use. It may be eaten either with meat or prawns, made 
into a curry, or with sugar or halud^ a kind of confection or paste 
made of flour, ghiy sugar, and hot spices. This forms a favourite meal 
with the well-to-do Musalm^ns. The hdth-roti is made of a coarser 
flour, and the cakes are also less thin, being about ^ of an inch thick. 
It is usually eaten with pulse boiled in water with a little salt ; some- 
times a little onion, ginger, turmeric, and salt, together with a little 
g/ii, is added, but the poor cannot always afford thir addition. If 
pulse cannot be procured, any common vegetable or sdg is substituted 
. and eaten with the hdth-roth after being fried with a little oil, salt, 
cliilies, and garlic. The which constitutes the principal food 
of the peasantry, is still thicker and smaller in size, being about four 
inches in diameter, and ^ of an inch thick. It is eaten either by 
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itself or with pulse, vegetables, or greens, and some cheap spices. 
The coarse flour used in tikri is not necessarily wheaten, but may 
be made from any of the half-dozen cereals that have been already 
mentioned. The average daily amount of food consumed by an 
ordinary well-nourished adult consists of about one pound of flour 
ox dt& made into hdth-roti or tikA^ and eaten at ii or 12 o’clock 
noon j and one pound of coarse rice and pulse mixed, vegetables 
being sometimes used instead of pulse, at 9 or 10 o’clock p.m, . The 
flour is generally sold at from 18 to 25 sers for the lupee, rice from 
20 to 25 sers^ and pulse from 16 to 18 sers. At the^e rates a ^an 
would eat in the month about 12 dntids or is. 6d. worth of flour; 
of rice and pulse, about 8 dnnds or is. ; vegetables, a little fish, with 
oil, salt, onions, garlic, chilies, turmeric, 12 dnnds or is. 6d,, — giving 
a total of Rs. 2. o or 5s. 6d. a month. Firewood is hardly ever 
bought, as the dry leaves and cow-dung found lying about are easily 
collected to serve this purpose. 

The kahdh^ the kormd, the pilau^ and the dupidjd are much in 
use among the Musalmdns. In the kabdb a piece of lean meat is 
cut into pieces of about two inches square, and half an inch or less 
thick, which, mixed with curry, spice, and a little oil or ghi^ are 
allowed to stand about four 'or five hours. The pieces are then 
arranged on a thin iron or wooden spit, of about eighteen inches long 
and ^ inch thick, and roasted before the fire, ' The korma is a kind 
of curry made of meat ; the other ingredients are ghi^ onions, ginger, 
garlic, curds or whey, hot spice, and salt. The dupidjd is th^ same 
as kormd^ only that in the latter turmeric is used and curds are not ; 
dupidjd is also made of prawns, crabs, or fowls. The pilau is 
principally composed of rice, and is considered an excellent dish. 
About two pounds of very fine rice are taken and mixed wi^'ith ali^onds, 
raisins, cbudrd, a species of dates, hot spice, and salt. The whole is 
then partially fried in ght, water and a soup made of rneat, called 
■uMniy is added, and the whole cooked till tender ; it is eaten with 
kormd curry or dupidjd. The pilau is of two chief kinds, called 
niUhd or sweet pilau, and zardi or yellow pilau, according as sugar 
or turmeric is predominant. When meat is added to this, it is called 
goshipilau ; if prawns axe- used, its name is chingripilau ; a purely 
vegetable dish, in which peas take the place of flesh, is called malar- 
pilau. The most peculiar dish of this kind, at least to European 
ideas, is when pine-apple is the chief article used. halud is 
,a confection much' favoured by Musalmjins, and is as necessary to 
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them at the sahrdth festival as the plum-pudding is to us at Christmas. 
There are two kinds, one of which is called khursam^ the dry fried 
variety, and the other neshdsJitd. The khursani is made by frying 
the sdjt or flour in gin, and adding a syrup made of sugar, together 
with almonds, raisins, and hot spices, which are fried together till 
they reach a proper consistence. The neshdshid is prepared by first 
steeping the flour in water for about twelve hours, and then straining 
it through a stout cloth. By this means the glutinous matter is 
separated from the starch, which is carried through in suspension 
by the water. The gluten is useless, and is thrown away. The water 
is allowed to stand for about three or four hours, by which time the 
starch settles at the bottom of the vessel, and is easily obtained by 
draining off the water. It is then mixed either with sugar or a syrup 
made of sugar and gki ; to this almonds, raisins, etc. are added, cut 
up very small, after which the whole is put in a dekcht or saucepan 
and slowly cooked. It must be constantly stirred, as it is apt to get 
burnt. It is eaten with fine chapdtis. 

The Musical Instruments of Monghyr are almost the same as 
those of Bh^alpur, which have been described at length in the 
Statistical Account of that District. The following are most in 
use : — The sitdr, a guitar with steel wire strings, not unlike a violin, 
is played with the index finger of the right hand, which is protected 
by a cap of twisted wire, somewhat like a thimble, and called a 
minjrdf. The behdld is identical with the European violin, except 
that its strings vary in number from five to seven, and it is played with 
a bow made of horse-hair. The sarangd is much like the behdld, 
but is smaller and narrower. The sarsingdr is like the dtdr, but 
highly ornamented. Isrdr is another kind of sitdr, but with pegs 
like the sarangd. The simplest form of stringed instrument is the 
tambdrd, which has only one string. It is often used alone as an 
accompaniment to the simple recitative in which popular legends 
are sung, but is usually accompanied by the kanjdm, a kind of 
tambourine, to which one or more jd?tgs or jingling plates of brass 
are attached. The dr7ti is made of a split bamboo passed through 
a half cocoa-nut, .to which a single string of horse-hair is attached. 
The ekthdrd is like the drni, but has a wire string instead of a horse- 
hair one, and is somewhat larger. Karthdl are castanets used in 
pairs. Mdrchung is the native name for the Jew’s harp. The most 
complicated kind of drum is the thabld. It consists of what may be 
called two drums, called dugt and daind. The former is nearly 
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hemispherical, and is made of baked clay with the skin stretched 
over the top. The latter is oblong, its shell being made of wood. 
The skin is stretched on both ends. The player sits cross-legged 
on the ground, with the ditgi caught in the bend of his left knee, 
and the daind resting against the outside of his right leg. The ddgi 
is beaten freely with the left, hand, the daind is sounded' only with 
the fingers of the right, the palm of which is never removed from 
the rim of the drum. The large drum sounded at the time of 
worship in Hindu temples is called mhdhan. It is three feet high 
by two wide, made of baked earth, and is played with sticks. 
bdjd is a small 'double drum, one foot high and 51X inches wide. 
The wail between the two ends is compressed to a^iameter of one ^ 
inch. At this point two strings of leather with knotted ends are 
attached. The player holds the instrument at this centre, leaving 
the strings free, and causes the knots to sound the drum by a rapid 
twisting motion of the wrist Jorghai is a kind of long drum. The 
surndi is a straight bamboo with holes bored or burnt in it, and a 
mouthpiece like that of a flageolet The ionsli is a . kind of flute 
made of bamboo. The jhdl is the ordinary brass cymbal, and is 
often played in concert with the tambourine called kanjdni. A 
smaller kind of cymbal is called masird. It is about two inches in 
diameter and half that in depth, not being flat like a true cymbal. 
The jalthra 7 ig is the name given to a number of brass vessels of 
different sizes, filled with water, which are made to produce musical 
sounds by being struck with two sticks, one held in each hand. An 
intelligent native assured me that he considered the sounds thus 
produced much sweeter than those of the sUdr. “ , 

Agriculture: E.ice Cultivation. — In a District so l^gely 
composed of a rich alluvial soil as Monghyr, rice cultivation 
naturally forms one of the chief agricultural pursuits, although not 
to such an extent as in the southern portions of the Gangetic 
delta. The rice cultivated is divided into two main species, the 
hJiadai and aghani, which in their difference of chmacter and times 
of sowing and reaping very nearly correspond to the dus and d?nan 
of Lower Bengal. Bhadai rice is represented by only a single 
variety, sathi^ so called from the period betv^^een sowing and reaping 
being about sixty days. The land on which it grows is ordinarily 
high, and often, in the south of the District, where it is most cultivated, 
poor. It is usually sown after the rahi has been gathered. The 
number of ploughings varies from six to ten ; after which, in May or 
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June, s-ied at the rate of thirty-five sers to the bzgJid is sown broadcast. 
On rich soils, as soon as the young plants are six inches high, the 
field is sometimes harrowed for the purpose of thinning the crop, 
and to clear it of weeds, but this is not often necessary. The crop 
is harvested in June or July. Aghani or winter rice is cultivated on 
low land, principally to the south of the Ganges, on the alluvial land 
north of the Dardrd and Lakhisardi hills, and between Shaikhpurd 
and Jamdi. It is sown in nursery beds in April and May ; trans- 
planted when the seedling is about six inches high, in June, July, 
and August; and cut in the end of November. The following 
thirty-three species are grown in Monghyr; — (i) Sdhd, (2) doiangt, 
(3) (4) Mrtbihik, (5) kanakchur^ (6) dhusrd^ (7) szrhaiiz, 

(8) Jongdy (9) hdnsphuly (10) ghodiyd^ (ii) mazijdri^ (12) tuisiphu/, 
(13) tiidsar, (14) chaiidargaM-, (15) hord, (16) kamod^ (17) rdmuniyd^ 
(18) Izajargur^ (19) bagkpanjjar^ (20) rdizidztld^ (21) sdrihan, (22) 
hddsJidhpasand^ (23) rangd^ (24) bijhdli, {'2$) 'Jinyd, (26) ddndphul^ 
(27) bhattdsdr, (28) sarahachd, (29) dulahri^ (30) bardsar, (31) M/r- 
ddnt^ (32) lohrdj^ and (33) kdp'i. 

Other Cereals. — Besides rice, wheat {gehzhi) and Indian com 
(Jazzfrd) are the principal cereals grown in Monghyr. Wheat is a 
rab'i or cold-weather crop, and is grown on land of medium eleva- 
tion. The cultivators begin to prepare the land for this ’crop about 
the middle* of September, when the heavy rains of the year are nearly 
at an end, and therb is no longer any fear of such a flood as would 
reach the level at which it is ordinarily grown. For the first three 
weeks nothingbut ploughing goes on, the land being broken up eight 
several times, with an interval of two or three days between each 
ploughing. The expense of this operation, at the rate of 4 dnnds or 
6d. per ploughing, is Bs. 2 or 4s. for each bzj;bd. After the last plough- 
ing, the seed is scattered broadcast, tliirty-five being required 
for the local bighd^ "which is the square of fifty-five yards. There is 
no further expense up to the harvestTiroc in March or April, except 
the cost of weeding, which varies very much, and may amount on 
rich land to as much as Rs. 3 or 6s. per bighd. The harvest-men, 
"who often come from the north of the Ganges, receive one-sixteenth 
of the grain cut by them as remuneration for their labour. I find 
that this system of pa}Tnent in kind is customary even within the 
Monghyr Municipality, money wages being almost unknown. The 
out-turn is' from seven to ten mans per local bzgM^ or very nearly 
eight to eleven hundredweights per standard acre. The grain is 
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trodden out by cattle in a comer of the field cleared for the purpose, 
— a meya of eight oxen being able to tread out the produce of one 
bighd in one day, that is, between sunrise and two ok^lock in the 
afternoon, if the day be sunny. The straw is then removed by hand, 
and stacked apart. The grain is separated from the chaff, if a breeze 
is blowing, by being poured out on the ground from a mkh or flat 
basket ; othenvise, it is ag*anged in small piles, and the chaff blown 
away by a man using the sukh like a fan. The” cost of these opera- 
tions is about Rs. i. 8. o or 3s. The grain is then brought home, 
and, after being thoroughly dried in the sun for four or five davs, is 
stored in bags for sale or use. To prepare wheat for use, it is ground 
between two small millstones called chaki or jdntd^ whidr are worked 
alternately by two women, who sit opposite one another. One 
chHatdk or two ounces of grain is put into the mill at a time. The 
flour or dtd obtained has the bran or chilkd mixed up with it. 
They are separated by being shaken round in a chhdlni or bamboo 
tray, when the latter comes to the top, and is easily removed. In a 
hundredweiglit of uncleaned flour, there is about ten pounds of bran. 

Indian com is a hhadai crop, sown in May and reaped in the end 
of August or September. The land requires much prep^tion; The 
Koeris, who are the best husbandmen in the District, say that ten 
]>Ioughings are necessary. These .are begun immediately the rabi is 
off the ground, that is, between the middle of February and the 
middle of April The ploughing, at the rate before mentioned, costs 
Rs. 2. 8. o or 5s. per bighd. The seed, which is sown broadcast, 
amounts to two sen to the Mghd^ and costs R. i or 2s. In a few 
days the sprouts appear above ground, and ten days after, earth is 
piled up round the young seedlings. Twenty days later, the same 
operation must be repeated, lliese operations are the most expensive 
in the cultivation of the com, costing for the two about Rs. 4 or 8s. 
They fortunately have the effect of weeding the ground as well as 
nourishing the plant After this, nothing more is done, except that 
the owner or some member of his family usually erects a platform, 
which he roofs in, and from which he Watches during the night, — an 
unenviable position, as this duty extends over the two most rainy 
months of the year. In three months from the time of sowing, the 
crop is ripe, and is either cut or broken off near the root with the 
hand. The grain is obtained, if wanted in small quantities, by 
rubbing the head or hkuiid between the hands ; if otherwise, it is 
trodden out by oxen, in which case the produce of a bighd, usually 
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amounting to ten mans or seven hundredweights, costs Rs. 2 or 4s. 
in clc'oning. A coarse flour is prepared from Indian com, by 
grinding it in the same manner as wheat, after it has been slightly 
roasted. Thirty-iiVe per cent of this flour is bran, which is separated 
by the same means as in the case of wheat. The bran makes ex- 
cellent food for cattle. 

Opium. — Although the earliest record in the office of the Sub- 
Deputy Opium Agent of Monghyr dates only from 1839, it would 
appear that opium was more or less cultivated since the beginning 
of the century in this District, The system of cultivation in Monghyr 
in no way differs from that pursued in the other Districts of the 
Behar Agency. The operations for the year begin in July with the 
making the settlements with cultivating rayats, the issuing of licences 
to them, and the receiving engagements from them. The cultivators, 
or, as they are called, asdmis of each village appoint amongst them- 
selves a head-man or agent, called a khdttaddr, who is usually 
selected as being a larger opium grower, or generally better off, than 
his fellows. He is held responsible by Government for balances and 
any shortcomings, and, in consideration of this responsibility, receives 
a commission of R. i or 2s. on every man or eighty-two pounds 
weight of opium delivered by the cultivators whom he represents. 
He is also allowed to sell tie Government and receive the price of 
all the opium he can scrape off the pots of the other cultivators, 
after their opium has been taken out for weighing and th^ pots 
scraped by the asdmis themselves^ — a perquisite of doubtful value. 

As soon, as the agreement has been completed and the licence 
granted, an advance, at the rate of los. ]>er ^ig/id of 3025 square 
yards, or i6s. per acre, is made to the rayat. The cultivation 
then begins with repeated ploughings, which are continued up to 
the middle of October, when manuring with ashes and cow-dung is 
necessary. Whenever, during the rains, much water is standing on 
the fields, plougning should be suspended, as it impoverishes the 
soil. When the lands are ready, or about the middle of November, 
the early sowings may commence, and the second and third be con- 
tinued during December. The seed should be of the previous year, 
and preserved free from damp. Previous to sowing, it should be 
steeped for one night in water, and sown in the morning as soon as 
possible after being taken out of the water. It is then scattered 
over the fields, mixed with fine earth, at the rate of two sers of the 
heavy ddzdr standard per UgM, or 13^ lbs. per acre. If the ground 
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be dry, it may be irrigated with advantage prior to sowing. The day 
after sowing, the land should be irrigated, if this has not previously 
been done, and on the succeeding day ploughed and harrowed. 
After a week, the field should be divided into beds, six feet long by 
three wide, placed in consecutive rows according to the level of the 
ground, so that there may be no difficulty in irrigating the land with 
a small drain or ditch between every two beds. In low lands 
bordering on rivers and marshes, which retain their moisture till 
December, the necessity of forming beds does not exist. Wells are 
essentially necessary for poppy fields, and every facility and en- 
couragement^ is given for constructing them wherever the'J^ are 
wanted. They may be dug at a very trifling cost, which is amply 
repaid by the increased productiveness of the land, well .water 
seeming to have a better effect on the plants than water obtained 
from marshes or rivers. When the plant attains to the' height of 
two inches, the beds, after being well irrigated, are carefully weeded 
and thinned, the plants to be retained being kept from three to four 
inches apart from each other. Two weeks aftenvards, the same 
operations are repeated, all the sickly and superfluous plants, to- 
gether with all weeds, being removed, leaving the vigorous poppy 
plants at distances of seven or eight inches from each other. The 
soil is after this dug up with a spud or hand spade, and irrigated 
every fortnight till the plants arrive at maturity. Care must be 
taken in irrigating that the water does not exceed an inch in depth, 
this precise amount being found to be required to give the plant suf- 
ficient moisture till the next fortnightly irrigating comes round. As 
soon as possible after the sowings have been completed, the; sub- . 
ordinate officials of each hUi or factory, known as muhamrs smd 
mutasaddls^ proceed to the interior of the tract under their charge, 
and measure each field sown. This measurement, together with the 
name of the cultivator and his caste, are entered on the back of his 
licence. At the beginning of the cold weather, these measurements 
are tested and checked by the Sub-Deputy Agent and his Assistants 
wl. en on tour. This duty forms one of the most important functions 
of these officers, who are expected to remain in camp till the middle 
of March, 

About the end of January, the poppy begins to flower. ' The large 
.petals are not allowed to wither, but are carefully collected in the 
following manner. The forefinger and thumb are placed round the 
stem, just beneath the pod, and the other fingers drawn inwards to 
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form a kind 4)f tube..# The hand is then gently raised straight over 
the pod, .and if the petals are matured, they come away. They are 
never pkeked ojff, as it would injure the pod. When a sufficient 
quantity has been collected in this manner, the cultivator proceeds to 
manufacture them into flat cakes, or, as they are termed, flower-leaves. 
A circular ridged earthen plate, about a foot in diameter, is placed 
over a slow fire ; . the required quantity of petals is placed in it, and 
pressed with a damp cloth pad till they have adhered together. The 
flower7leaf thus formed is then removed and allowed to dry. These 
leaves form the first envelope in which the soft opium for the Chinese 
market is enclosed, and are purchased by the factories at the rate of 
Rs. 5 to Rs. 10 per man of 82 lbs. weight, or 13s. 8d. to 7s. 4d. per 
hundredweight, their value depending on their being free from mould, 
aromatic, and not over-baked. The greatest care is taken in reject- 
ing such leaves as are charred or heated from damp, as they would 
affect the opium enclosed in them, most injuriously. 

In February and March' the pods begin to ripen, maturity being 
shown by an increased ..firmness to the touch, and by their being 
clothed with a fine white bloom. The final sign of their being fit 
for incision is when juice exudes on breaking off one of the stigmas 
on the apex of the pod. The incisions are made with a lancet, or 
sometimes with two tied together. Three or four are made in a 
vertical direction every third day. The number of times this pro- 
cess is repeated varies from two to seven, according to the state of 
the weather, the condition of the plant, and the circumstance whether 
it has ripened early or late in the season. The incisions should be 
made after two o’clock in the^aftemoon, the juice being allowed to 
exude during the night. Early next morning the cultivator must 
begin to collect this wth a small spoon-shaped iron scraper, for the 
heat of the midday sim injures it considerably. The incisions are 
closed by the finger being passed over them. The opium, when 
collected, is placed in earthen or brass vessels, slightly tilted to drain 
off the dew it may contain, and set aside in some ventilated and 
safe place. The juice of the poppy, as it exudes after the scarifica- 
tion of the capsule, is milky white; it oozes out slowly, and the 
^^ter it contains evaporates gradually; the outer portion of the 
* tear,’ drying somewhat, thickens a little, and has .a colour approach- 
ing to a rose red; the inner part is semi-fluid, and of a pinkish 
tinge. It is the aggregation of the ^ tears ’ which ^ves to the opium 
its peculiar grain in the soft state. The opium as collected contains 
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about fifty per cent, of water. The quality of the opium is often 
endangered by the presence of a substance which presents itself 
under peculiar atmospheric conditions, and is known 2iS ' jfosewd. 
When the vessel containing the recently-collected semi-fluid exuda- 
tion is placed in a position* favourable to the' gravitation of liquid 
matter, a blackish fluid, something like strong coffee, drains off. If 
this is carefully separated, by allowing it to drip away, or absorbing 
it with pieces of cloth, the drug is greatly improved ; while, if it 
exists in any quantity, and be allowed to remain, the opium' is injured 
in colour, texture, and aroma, its quality deteriorates, and it is un- 
suited to the China market, although quite pure. The most^re- 
markable characteristic of this fluid is that it contains some of the 
most valuable constituents of opium, — meconic acid, resin, morphia, 
and narcotine. It is never present when a dry westerly wind blows, 
or when clouds prevent the precipitation of dew at night. The 
yield of opium under these circumstances 'is small, Qwing to the 
incisions being quickly closed up by the juice, which rapidly hardens, 
and is entirely free from pasewd. When, however, dew falls at night, 
the juice of the plant exudes more freely from the capsules ; but, 
from the collection of dew, some of the exudation may become so. 
thin as to fall to the ground and be lost. When the dew is con- 
pasercfd is formed. Formerly this substance was’ found in 
large quantities in the cultivators' opium, and means were taken at the 
factories for separating it At the present time it is never present 
except in very small quantities, when a fine is levied, amounting 
to the value of one sixty-fourth to five sixty-foufths of the whole 
opium affected. This is not prepared -for the Chinese market, but 
is set aside for making lewa, the paste put over the best opium when 
it is being made up in cakes, or sold for local use. 

It is unnecessary here to describe the methods of testing to 
which the opium is subjected in order to discover its purity and 
consistence. The adulterations and deteriorations to be guarded 
agairist are numerous. Amongst the former may be mentioned, the 
starch of tubers and roots, such as the common potato (Solanum 
tuberosum), the sweet potato (Convolvulus batatas), the kunda 
or urwl (Caladiura esculentum), the Jerusalem artichoke (Arum 
campanulatum), the yam (Droscorea sativa), the fruit of the sing- 
hdrd (Trapa bispinosa), the inspissated juice of the prickly pear 
(Opuntia vulgaris), extract of the tobacco plant (Nicotiana tabacum), 
of Datura ferox, and hemp (Cannabis Indica), the inspi^ated 
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juice of the madar (Calatropis gigautea), gums from the Acacia 
Arabics, Ficus Indica, F. religiosa, F. racemosa, and F, venosa, the 
resin, of the sdl (Shorea robusta), . the pulp of the bel fruit (-^gle 
manneios), the seeds of the tolmakana (Anelsia spinosa), tamarind 
puJp, catechu, gdb (Embryopteris), sugar, treacle, cow-dung, and 
earth. 

Opium is classified according to its consistence, — that containing 
70 per cent, of pure opium, 30 per cent of water, and no foreign 
matter, being considered the standard, and paid for* at the rate of 
Rs. 5 per sery or 5s, per pound ; this is known as awal, and dis- 
tinguished by the trade mark 1 . The standard was fixed in 1828, 
when no pa)nnent was made for opium of higher consistence. In 
1831 this rule was rescinded, and since then three classes above and 
two below the standard have come to be recognised. They are, — 
above the standard, dar awal^ or opium of 73, 74, and 75 consist- 
ence,. what is, having 25 to 27 per cent, of water, and valued at 
Rs. 5. 5. o per ser^ or 5s. 3|d. per pound, and distinguished by the 
trade mark IXI ; bdla dar awal or opium of 76, 77? ^-nd 78 con- 
sistence, that is, having 22 to 24 per cent, of water, valued at 
.Rs. 5. 7. 6 per ser, or 5s.- sfd, per pound, and distinguished by the 
trade m^k jx] ; beshi bdla daf awal, or opium of 79, 80, and 
81 con^stence that is, having 19 to 21 per cent, of water, valued at 
Rs. 5. 10. o per ser^ or 5s. 7^0. per pound, and distinguished by the 
trade mark f)^. And below the standard, doem, 01 opium of 67, 68, 
and 69 consistence, that is, having 31 to 33 per cent, of water, valued 
at Rs. 4. 14. o per ser^ or 4s. io|d. per pound, and distinguished by 
the trade mark 1 1 ; and seutfiy or opium of 64, 65, and 66 consistence, 
that is, having 34 to 36 per cent, of water, valued at Rs. 4. 10. o per 
S^r, or 4s. 7|^d. per poimd, and distinguished by the trade mark 1 1 1. 

There are five kulis or centres of supervision, usually called out- 
factories, although nothing is manufactured at them, subordinate to 
the Monghyr Sub-Agency,* of which No. (5) mentioned below is 
situated in the District of Bh^alpur. They are — (i) Monghyr, with 
lands in pargands Monghyr, Sakhrdbidi, Sikhrapah, Siirajgarha, 
Kajrd, Abhaipur, Parbatpdrd, Singhaul, Dar^i, Chindan Bhuki, 
Sallmdb^d, and Kharakpur. {2) Jamilf, with lands in pargands 
Gidhaur, Chak^, Bisthaz^, and Parbatpdrd. (3) Sakandr^ with 
lands vdpargands Bisthazdri, Gidhaur, and Salimdbdd. (4) Shaikh- 
purd, with lands in pargands Amarthu and Malddh. (5) Amarpur, 
with lands in pargands S^hrui, Wasil 4 Lakhanpur, Kherhi, Colgong, 

VOL. XV. o 



98 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF MONGHYR. 


Bhagalpur, Sakhrdbadf, Kharakpur, and Jahaiigira, in Bhdgalpur 
District. The soils used for opium cultivation, and their out-turn 
per higha of 3025 square yards, or *625 of an acre, are, — (x) doras^ a 
soil of the first quality, consisting of high lands well manured, which 
yields from 8 to 10 sers ; (2) and . (3) kdwal, soils of the 

second quality, consisting of low lands, generally inundated, free from 
sand, and not so highly manured as the first, which yields from 5 to 
6 se^s; (4) kdhhnati and (5) bdlsufidar, third-rate soils, low and 
sandy, yielding 3 to 4 sers; (6) gurmati and (7) didrd or zari^ 
fourth-rate soils, yellowish and sandy, yielding 2 to 3 sers. 

The total areas subject to the Monghyr Agency under opium in 
each year of the decennial period 1865-75, together with the amount 
and value of the annual out-turn, have been returned to me by the 
Sub-Deputy Agent as follow: — In 1865, 33,329 bighds, yielding 
3285 mans of 82 lbs. weight, valued at ;«^59,i39, 8s. od. ; in 1866, 
35,871 blghds, yielding 4080 mans^ valued at ;^73,44i, los. od. ; 
in 1867, 37>S7^ bighds, yielding 3373 mans, valued at ^£60,^2^, 
x6s. od.; in t868 35,780 Ughds, yielding 33S2 mans, valued at 
;j^, 6 oJJ 87 .. od.; in i869>37,999 hi^has^ yielding 0 5 
valued, at ;^79,3i5, 12s. od ; in 1070, 37,121 oig/ias, yielding 3073 
j/ians, valued at ;2^55,327, 6s. od. ; in 1871, 37,865 bighds, yielding 
3360 mans, valued at ^^73,206, 14s. od. ; in 1872, 38,686 bighds, 
yielding 4754 mans, valued at ^95,083, 8s. od ; in 1873, 33,854 
bighds, yielding 4775 mans, valued at ^2^95, 5 13, 14s. od . ; and 1874, 
39,960 bighds, yielding 4282 mans, valued at ^£8^,644, Ss. od 
From 1865 to 1871 the rate paid for awal opium was Rs. 4. 8. o per 
ser, or 4s. 6d. per pound. Since the latter year, it has been increased 
to Ks. 5 per ser, or 5s. per pound. In 1874, of the total number of 
bighds under cultivation, 4547 were situated within the magisterial 
jmisdiction of, Bh%alpur. The following items of expense were 
incurred during the year 1874-75 Cost of oifium, ^£83,0^5, 
4s. 2id. ; cost of flower leaves, ;;^;'344, os. 3^d. ; salary of Sub-Deputy 
and Assistant Sub-Deputy Agents, ;7^^i254, 14s. lojd; salary" of 
the Headquarters establishment, ^ig6, i8s. 2d; salary of out- 
factory establishments, ;£'796, us. 9 Jd ; weighing and transit 
charges, £^243, 3s. 3|d ; commission to clerks, ;^544, 6s. 4|d. ; 
commission to khdttaddrs, £411, 13s. xofd; bonus to measurers 
and testers, ;^23, 13s. 4^d ; travelling allowances, 14s. 3d ; 

office contingencies, ^^90, i8s. ix|d; allowance for country 
tationery, ^^27, X2S, od. The opium, when tested at Monghyr and 
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passed, is sent on by boat to Patni, where it is again tested and 
made up for sale. 

The Sub-Deputy Opium Agent at Monghyr has supplied me with 
a statement (given in a tabular form on the two following pages) 
showing the average profit per bighd that opium is supposed to yield 
to the cultivator, as compared with sugar-cane, potatoes, and wheat. 
The great profit from potatoes is remarkable, and is obtained from 
a veiy high cultivation used in the town of Monghyr by members 
of the Koeri caste, the best market gardeners in Behar. 

The Fruit Trees of Monghyr District are the following. In 
the present state of our knowledge, it is impossible to say positively 
which are indigenous and which have been raised from imported 
seed, but it is believed that the first fifteen on the list are indigenous : 
— (i) The mango, or dm (Mangifera Indica), is found all over the 
District ; but it is more common north of the Ganges and along its 
southern bank than in the hill tracts, where it gives place to the (2) 
mahud (Eassia latifolia). The mango yield is very uncertain, but in 
good seasons forms a considerable portion of the food of the people in 
May and June. The mahud tree and its products have been already 
described on pp. 32, 33, and p. 84. (3) Jack-fruit, or kdntdl (Arto- 

carpus ihtegrifolia), is common. (4) Plantain, kala (Musa sapientum), 
is found all over the District, but the fruit is of a very coarse descrip- 
tion. (5) Palm tree, or tdl (Borassus flabelliformis), is very common, 
and produces vast quantities of /in (toddy), the fermented sap which 
is obtained from the peduncles cut before flowering. The tdn shops 
pay a revenue of ;;^482o, los. od. yearly. It is said that many of the 
people subsist almost entirely on this liquor during the hot months, 
when it is most collected (6) The date palm, or khejdr^ is also 
chiefly cultivated for the tdri it yields, (7) The tamarind, imli or 
tetdl (Tamarindus Indica). (8) .The hair (Zizyphus jujuba) is a 
favourite and common fruit. (9) Jam (Eugenia jambolana) is found 
in every village, and the plums are highly esteemed by the natives. ^ 
(10) Ean-jdm (Eugenia fruticosa). (ii) Jamrul (Eugenia alba). 
(12) Guldb-jdm (Eugenia jambos). (13) Lung (Eugenia carj^o- 
phyllata); the fruit does not come to maturity. (14) Amalids 
(Emblica officinalis) ; some fine trees of this species grow wild in 
Begu Sar^i Subdivision, and are there called aura, (15) The melon, 
or hhabuj (Cucumis melo), grows in great profusion on the sandy 
didrds bordering the Ganges, and the fruit is very cheap. (16) The 

\Senience continued on page 102. 
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Sentence continued from page 99'] 

water melon, or tarmuj (Cucurbita citrullus), is equally common. 
(17) Amongst figs, the fruits of Ficus carica or dumqr^Y, Indica, 
and J'. glomerata are eaten by the lower classes. ('18) Citrus acida 
and other species of lime, or nebu^ when properly cultivated, come 
to great perfection. (19) Wood apple or katkbel (Feronia ele- 
phantum), and (20) M (^gle marmelos), are highly esteemed, 
and are found dl over the District. ^21) Karanda (Carissa 
carandas). This fruit-tree is very generally cultivated, and much 
used to make a jelly very like red-currant jelly, and other preserves. 

(22) Bine-apple, or anapds^ grows only in the south of the District. 

(23) The white and black mulberry, or tilt (Moms Indica and M. 
multicaulis), both yield fruit in' great profusion. (24) The charmella 
or chahneri (Cicca disticha) grows well, and yields abundance of 
fruit. (25) Y\i^papeya ox papitd (Cmca papaya). {26) TheTOselle 
(Hibiscus sabdariffa) is found in nearly every garden. (27) 
Pkal^d (Grewia Asiatica) is in great favour with the natives. (28) 
Lichi (Nephelium lichi), introduced from China, grows well in 
Monghyr. (29) Lukdtd, the loquot of Europeans (Pierardia sapida). 
(30) Custard-apple, or dtd (Anona squamosa). (31) Nona-dtd 
(Anona reticulata). (32) Chaltd (Dillenia speciosa), the fleshy 
leaflets of the ripe cajyx are made ipto a jelly, and sometimes eaten 
in curries. (33) Oranges, or kumld-nehd (Citrus aurantium),. and 
(34) batdvi-nebUj or pumelo (Citrus decumana), grown in this District, 
are of a very inferior description, and seldom worth eating. (35) The 
peach and apricot thrive indifferently. (36) The pear tree (Pyrus 
communis), ndsh-pdti, is found in gardens, but the fruit is not good. ,, 

(37) The loquct (Mespilus/ japon^ca) is found in ‘most fruit gardens. 

(38) Andr^ pomegranate (Punica granatum), (39) Guava, ox gaydbd 
{ Psidium pyriferum),. grows to a large size. 

The Fibres of Monghyr District have been specially returned to 
pie by the Collector, Mr. Lockwood, as the following : — (i) Rdmturdi 
(Abelmoschus esculentus), called by some Europeans lady^s Angers, 
a mallow grown in almost every garden. The fibre is not usually 
extracted, althoup it is strong and serviceable. (2) Fatud (Hibiscus 
cannabinus), the meshta pdt of Bengal, also of the mallow order, cul- 
tivated for its fibre throughout the District. It is a hhadai crop, 
and is generally grown on the borders of the Indian-com fields ; the 
intention Feing to deceive straying cattle, who, finding such un- 
palatable fodder at the edge of the field, leave the more tasty Crop 
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inside uninjured. The fibre is of excellent quality, and takes the 
place of jute, which is not produced in Monghyr. 'There are several 
dther species of Hibiscus yielding fibres found wild in the District, 
but they are all inferior tO‘f atud. (3) San, or hemp (Crotolarea 
juncea), a leguminous plant, growii in patches in nearly every village 
both as an autumn and cold-weather crop. The fibre is called 
kashmird, and, not being readily injured by immersion in water, 
is used for fishing-nets and well ropes. (4) The bark, of the root 
of the pdlds (Butea frohdosa) gives a very tough fibre, and is used 
for caulking boats. (5) Maddr or dkhanda ' (Calotropis gigantea), 
one of the Asclepiadaceae, is plentiful ; but its fibre, although good, 
is seldom or never extracted. (6) Cannabis sativa, the gdnjd of 
Bengal, is not cultivated in Monghyr ; but it is found wild in most 
places, and is smoked under the name of bhang. The fibre is 
seldom if ever extracted. (7) Cocoa-nut palm (Cocos micifera) is 
not common, only a few straggling trees being seen here and there. 
(8) The tdl (Borassus flabelliformis), a palm, is abundant, but its 
fibre is not much used. (9) Pandanus odoratissimus, the screw pinej 
is not unfireciuently met with in the south of the District, mpargands 
Chakd!i and Gidhaur. Formerly many of these trees used to grow 
near the Sitdkund hot springs, three miles east of Monghyr, but 
they were cut down in order to dislodge the snakes they harboured 
amongst their roots. The fibre is not collected. (10) Plantain, or 
held (Musa sapientum), is common everywhere, but the use of its 
fibre ife not known, (n) American aloe (Agave Americana) is very 
common, being used generally as a fence to keep cattle out of 
cultivated lands. Its fibre is occasionally gathered, but is of no 
commercial importance. (12) There is also a grass, seemingly an 
Andropogon, whose fibre is very extensively used, called sdU, found 
in the jungles in the south of the District. (13) Tisi, or flax (Linum 
usitatissimum), is not cultivated for its fibre. (14) The fibre of 
Bauhinia Vahlii has been mentioned amongst jungle products (p. 33)^ 
Area, Out-turn of Crops, etc. — The area of the District of 
Monghyr, as specially returned to me by the Boundary Commissioner 
of Bengal on the 8th March 1875, 39^2 square miles, or nine 

square miles in excess of the area given in the Census Report of 1872. 
This difference is due to the transfer of a few villages, in 1874, from 
Bhdgalpur to this District. According to the Revenue Survey, 
which was completed in September 1847, the District contained an 
area of 3336*3? square miles, exclusive of fargands Kabkhand and 
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Utarkhand, which were transferred to Bhdgalpur in 1864, and 
contained 263 square miles. Of this total, 1606-47 square miles 
lay north of the Ganges, and 1729*85 to the south. In the northern 
division, the total amount of waste and uncultivable land was 
103,496-20 acres, consisting of 93,118*80 acres occupied by rivers 
and water channels; 543*20 by tanks, ponds, and reservoirs; 9813*20 
• by village sites; and 21-00 by other water-courses. The cultivable 
but uncultivated land amounted to 337,722-20 acres, ■ comprising 
91,674*89 acres of marshes ; 450*10 of forest and jungle ; 226,016*53 
of grass jungle; 17,952*68 of mango topes; and 1627-70 of road. 
The total area under cultivation amounted to 586,958*32 acres, as 
against 441,218*40 acres uncultivable or uncultivated. South of the 
Ganges, the waste and uncultivable land was returned by the Revenue 
Surveyor at 180,869^55 acres, consisting of 122,062*68 acres of hiUs, 
rocks, ravines, or stony ground; 37,749*89 of rivers and water 
channels; 3958*37 of tanks, ponds, and reservoirs; I5?359‘t3 of 
village sites; other water-courses, 1739*48. The .cultivable but 
uncultivated land amounted to 201,456*16 acres, comprising 491*02 
'acres of marshes ; 191,310*27 of tree jungle; 667*90 of grass jungle ; 
7484*47 of mango topes; and 1502*50 of road. The total area 
under cultivation amounted to 724,810*62 acres, as against 382,325*7 1 
acr^s uncultivable or uncultivated. The totals for the whole District 
were 2,135,313*05 acres, thus divided : — Uncultivable, 284,365*75 
acres; uncultivated, 539,178*36 ; and cultivated, 1,311,768*94. 

In a report dated.2oth August 1875^0 Collector, Mr. Lockwood, 
furnished me with J:he following special returns of cultivation, aiid 
of the areas under food and other crops, derived .from informa- 
tion collected by himself chiefly during the scarcity of the previous 
year: — ‘Total acreage of the Headquarters Subdivision, 1,078,450 
acres, consisting of 805,480 acres of cultivated land; 192,920 of 
uncultivable land, including village sites ; and 80,000 of land unculti-* 
vated, but capable of cultivation. Total acreage of the Begu Sar^i 
Subdivision, 492,160 acres, consisting of 439,360 acres of cultivated 
land; 42,800 of uncultivable land, including village sites; and 
10,000 of land uncultivated, . but capable of cultivation. Total 
acreage of the* Jamdi Subdivision, 1,013,760 acres, consisting of 
668,432 acres of cultivated land, of which 386,753 are under non- 
food crops, such as poppy, indigo, castor-oil, linseed, mustard, and 
fibres ; 295,328 acres of uncultivable land, including village sites ; and 
5o,o£K) of land uncultivated, but capable of cultivation.' He adds : 
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' THere is very little land which would yield crops, if well cultivated, 
manured, watered, and drained, that is not already under cultivation.’ 
The areas of the various food staples axe returned in the order of 
their extent, thus : — ^ AgJiani rice, 742,839 acres; wheat, 165,432 
acres.; gram, 137,860 acres; khesdrt^ 124,074 acres; peas, 110,288 
acres; ‘barley, 96,502 acres; arhar, 68,930 acres; oats, 41,358 
acres; mdsuri, 27,572 acres; hurthi, 27,572 acres* The preceding 
are rahi crops. Indian com; 151,646 acres; marud, 82,796 acres; 
urid, 68,930 acres; mdg, 55,144 acres; chotd janird, 55,144 acres; 

41,358 acres; 41,358 acres; kodo, 27,572 acres; hara 

kalai, 27,572 acres; kaun^ 13,786 acres; pulse, 13,786 acres; and 
boro, xice^ 5000 acres. These form the hhadal harvest. I estimated 
that 600,000 acres are under two crops, and therefore the area of 
the District was increased by that amount before making the above 
calculations.’ He further remarks : ‘ In giving the areas under the 
various crops in Monghyr, a difficulty as to accuracy at once presents 
itself, in the fact that, mth the exception of rice, few of the crops 
are grown singly. . As many as five or six species may be seen 
growing mixed up together in the same field, as wheat or barley with 
linseed,- mustard, gram, khesdri, pzdsuri, and safflower. This system, 
I believe, is better suited to the inundated lands than any other, 
and may be called a kind of assolcment system, such as is practised 
in Belgium. It may also be mentioned that, although a hhadai crop 
is sown all over the didrds and other inundated lands subjected to 
the spill of the Ganges, the somng is little more than a speculation, 
in the hope that the crop will be reaped oftener than once in five or 
six years, as the flood usually comes before the crop is ripe. 
Although the full ripe hhadai crop is seldom reaped in such lands, 
covering, I estimate, 100,000 acres, yet sufficient of the young crop 
for feeding cattle, etc. is generally secured to save the sower from 
actual loss. Rice is generally sown alone ; but khesdri and gram are 
scattered broadcast in the rice fields as they are drying up at the 
end of the rains, and form a scanty rabi crop, reaped a couple ot 
months after the main crop is cut.’ The areas under non-food 
crops are Mustard, 150,000 acres; linseed, 50,000 acres; castor- 
oil, 50,000 acres; poppy, 28,800 acres; indigo, 28,000 acres; 
tobacco, 20,000 acres; /z 7 (Sesamum), 15,000 acres; cotton, 12,000 
acres ; paiud (Hibiscus cannabinus), 10,000 acres ; san, or hemp, 
5000 acres; and various, 17,953 acres. Total area under non-food 
crops/:386,7S3 acres. I -fear .that most of the above figures are 
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founded on very insufficient data. In the case of indigo, a return,' 
derived from the European planters themselves, shows the area under 
cultivation to be 16,000 of the large size in use on the north 

of the or»bout 10^000 acres. 

Condition of the Peasantry. — In 1871, the Collector, Mr. 
Barlow, supplied me with the following facts concerning the mate- 
rial position of the cultivating classes. A holding over twenty-five 
acres of land would, ordinarily speaking, be considered an unusually 
large one, though holdings of thirty-three to one hundred acres in 
the possession of actual cultivators exist ; less than four acres v^2)uld 
be looked upon as very small. A farm of twelve acres, under average 
conditions of situation and fertility, can comfortably support a hus- 
b^dman. On an average, a pair of oxen can plough five acres ; but 
in a light soil eight acres may be managed, whilst in heavy ground 
only three can be kept in thorough cultivation by a single pair. A 
tenant holding so small a farm as four acres would not be as well 
off as an ordinary petty retail shopkeeper ; and the Collector thinks 
that, considering the uncertainties of agriculture and of the temper 
of a landlord, a man with a fixed income of Rs. 8 or i6s. a month 
is in a more favourable position than such a farmer. The cultivators 
generally are said to be in debt to their landlords for rent, and on 
account of advances of grain for consumption or seed. The advance 
is repaid at harvest-time in kind, with an addition of from thirty to 
fifty per cent as interest. According to the estimates of the Sub- 
divisional officer, the proportion of occupancy tenants is supposed 
to be 25 per cent, and of tenants without liability to enhancement 
of rent, 6*25 per cent, of the general body of the cultivators. The 
Collector, however, considers these figures as little better than 
guess-work. His opinion is that other forms of holding than mere 
tenancies at will are few, and ‘beyond doubt those established by 
law to be of the superior class are not worthy of account. This 
District is not one in which the provisions of Act x. of 1859 haye 
borne much fruit, as is proved by the Record Keeper's report that 
there have been no cases at all under sections 2,. 3, and 6 ; but 
in trials in cases under sections 13 and 23, where the question of 
occupancy was raised, 435 were decided against, and 155 in favour of 
the rayais^ There are a very few cases in Monghyr of small pro- 
prietors who own, occupy, and cultivate their hereditary lands without 
either a landlord above or sub-holders and labourers beneath them. 

In 1875, the Collector, Mr, Lockwood, did not. give a more 
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favourable account. In his Administration Report for 1874-75 he 
writes : ‘ There is so much competition for land, that it is generally 
rack-rented, and I never heard of a rich cultivator of the soil. There 
appears little doubt that so great is the demand, that a good deal 
of land, which ten years ago was considered not worth cultivation, 
has during the past two or three years been broken up. I may 
mention the broad belt of land adjoining the Kharakpur hills west 
of the Kharakpur road, and a very considerable area to the north- 
west of Pharkiy^, and tlrroughout the central parts of that pargand. 
On -inquiring from rayats there, I was informed that indigo cultiva- 
tion had driven out a good many from the villages south of Baliyd, 
and forced them to till the land towards the north. The jungle 
lands, conspicuous in the Survey maps in Pharkiyd, are now very 
generally studded with fields of com.^ 

The Domestic Animals of Monghyr used for purposes of agri- 
culture are chiefly oxen. Buffaloes are also employed on the north 
of the Ganges. Cows are never used. The Musalrndns would be 
willing enough to employ them, but Hindu feeling is too strong. 
Ponies and asses are also domesticated. Horses are very few. 
Buffaloes, oxen, cows, sheep, goats, and pigs are reared and sold 
for food. There is a considerable trade in sheep with Lower Bengal; 
The value of an ordinary pair of buffaloes is said to be Rs. 35 or 
^3, I os. od. j of oxen, Rs. 40 or ^4 per pair; of cows, Rs. 8 to 
Rs. t 6 or 1 6s. to 12s. od. each; of sheep, Rs. 25 to Rs. 40 
or ;^2, los. od. to per score; of goats, Rs. 12 to Rs. 15 or 
4s. od. to los. od. per score; of pigs, Rs. 75 to Rs. 80 
or ;i^7, los. od. to ^8 per score. The Collector, in his Administra- 
tion Report for 1873, thus describes the cattle of the District : — ^ Every 
one who has travelled through this District must have been struck 
with the miserable condition of the cattle. Their only chance of 
getting a good meal is by trespassing and eating the growing crops, 
their usual fodder consisting of the scanty grass which grows along 
the roadside, and the weeds which spring up among the stubble 
after the crops have been cut. It would be a happy day for the 
cattle of Bengal, if, as in other countries, a certain portion of the 
village was set apart for common grazing-ground , but the cooinY^ 
is so thickly populated, that every available highd is required to grow 
food for man. The cattle to the south of the Ganges are perhaps 
somewhat better off than those on the northern side, as there is 
generally a good supply of leaves among the hills. Disputes origi- 
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nating in cattle^trespass are at the bottom of a large proportion of 
criminal cases. The plan followed in some places, of giving a watch- 
man the border of the field for himself after the plants have sprung 
up, is perhaps the best device for diminishing trespass ; for if the 
watchman slumbers at his post, his own property is the first to 
suffer/ 

The Agricultural Implements are as follow* — The Ml or 
plough, which consists of five parts, — the phdl or share, a tKf»ngular 
piece of iron attached to the lower end of the plough, which is con- 
nected by the Mils to a cross bar to which the cattle are yoked and 
which is called the pdlu; the parihdthd ox lagnd is the after portion 
of the plough, by which the ploughman guides it as it moves ; tne 
hdl^ from vhich the whole plough derives its name, is a small piece 
of wood \hniting the phdl with the hdlis^ the former fitting into a 
groove in it. The kpddl is a spade whose blade is inclined at an 
acute angle to the handle, and which is wielded like a pickaxe. The 
khurpi or spud is a trowel-like implement about three inches broad, 
used for weeding. The hasud is a kind of curved knife without 
teeth, used in cutting grass or standing grain. When it is armed 
with teeth it is called kacliiyd. The chauki is an implement which 
corresponds ,to some extent to the English harrow in its uses, and 
is formed of a plank about 8 feet long, 8 inches broad, and 2 inches 
thick, with chains attached to each end, by means of which it is 
connected with a pdlu or yoke detached from a plough. One or 
two men stand on it to guide the oxen, and to increase its breaking 
force by their weight One of each of the foregoing implements 
and a pair of oxen are required to cultivate a ^ plough ’ of land, con- 
sisting of fifteen Mghds, or five acres. The whole would cost about 
Rs. 45 or ;^4, los^ od. ; but with oxen of an inferior quality, which 
would not be able to cultivate more than ten bighds of land, the cost 
would be lessened to Rs. 32. 8. o or ;^3, 5s. od. 

The Wages of Labour have considerably increased of late years, 
having in some cases almost doubled. The following rates were 
officially furnished to me in 1870 by the Collector, and, judging 
from other estimates I have deceived and inquiries 1 have made, 
are correct or v^ry nearly so. Coolies were returned as earning an 
average daily wage of i J to 2 dnnds (2^d. to 3d.) a day. The em-’ 
ployment and remuneration of these men is uncertain, but the above 
' may be taken as the wage for which porters and road-labourers might 
be employed. Agricultural day-labourers, when remunerated w kind . 
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received 2 sers (4 lbs.) of grain or 2 dnnds (3d.) a day. The Col- 
lector does not specify the grain he refers to, or whether it is husked 
or not Smiths received 4 dnnds (6d.) a day; bricklayers and car- 
penters, 4 to 6 dnnds (6d. to pd.) a day. Formerly, about i860, the 
daily pay of a coolie was i dnnd (i|-d.); day-laboUrers earned the 
same smiths, 2 dnnds (3d.); bricklayers, 3 to 4 dnnds (4|d. to 6d.); 
and carpenters, 2 to 3 dnnds (3d. to 4jd.). 

Prices of Food. — The ordinary rate for the best cleaned rice 

in 1856, the earliest date for which the Collector could obtain infer- 
mati?\n, was Rs. i. 14. 6 a man, or 5s. 4d. per hundredweight ; in i860 
it had risen to Rs. 3. 5. 4 a man, or 9s. 4d. per hundredweight; the 
maximum price reached in 1866, during the famine, was Rsw 6. 10. 8 
a man, or iSs. 8d. per hundredweight. In 1870, prices had fallen to 
Rs. 2. 8. o a man, or 7s. per hundredweight; so that the price of 
therfiner kinds of rice had not advanced during the decade preceding 
1870. The common quality of rice, in 1856, was sold at Rs. i, 1 1. 10 a 
man, or 4s. lofd. per hundredweight ; and in i860, at Rs, i. 8. 8 a man, 
or 4s. 3fd. per hundredweight; the highest price in 1866, during the 
famine, was Rs. 5. 5, 4 a man, or 14s. iid. per hundredweight In 
1870 the price was Rs. i. 12. 5 a man, or 4s. i i|d. per hundredweight, 
very nearly the same as fourteen years before. Common unhusked 
rice, in i860, fetched R. i. o. o per man, or 2s, 9|d. the htmdred- 
weight; in 1866 this price was nearly quadrupled, Rs, 3. i. 3 per 
man, or 8s. 7fd. per hundredweight, being paid during the summer 
months; in 1870 the price was Rs. i. i. 3 per man, or 3s. o|d. 
per hundredweight. Unshelled barley, in 1856, cost R. o, 15. i 
per man, or 2s. 7fd. per hundredweight; in i860, Rs. i. i. 10 per 
man, or 3$. ijd. per hundredweight; in the 1866 famine, Rs. 2. 13. 9 
ger man, or 8s. per hundredweight ; and in 1870, Rs. 2. 3. 7 per 
man, or 6s. 2fd. per hundredweight Indian com, in 1856, sold at 
Rs. I. 5. 4 per man, or 3s. 8|d. per hundredweight; in i860, at 
Rs. I. 6. 5 per man, or 3s. io|d. per hundredweight. The maximum 
price in 1866 was Rs. 3. 5. 4 per man, or 9s. 4d. per hundredweight ; 
and in 1870 the average rate was Rs. i. 3. 8 per man, or 3s. 4fd. 
per hundredweight, or cheaper than in 1856. Wheat, in 1856, 
cost Rs. I. 9. 7 per man, or 4s. 5|d. per hundredweight; in i860, 
Rs. I. 13. 2 per man, or 5s. id, per hundredweight ; it rose in 1866, 
during the famine, to Rs. 4. 3. 4 per putn, or iis. 9jd, per hundred- 
weight; and in 1870 sold for Rs. 3. 3- 2 par man, or 8s. ii|(i per 
hundredweight Sugar-cane, in i860, cost Rs. 10. o. o per man, 
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or 8s. od. per hundredweight; its maximum price in 1866 was 
Rs. 12, 4. II per vian^ or ;^i, 14s, 5|d. per hundredweight; and 
in 1870, Rs. 13. 5; 4 per man^ or ;^i, 17s. 4d. per hundredweight 
The following figures for 1874, the last famine year, and 1875 are 
derived from the Calcutta Gazette^ verified by the figures in the Cot 
lectods office. In January 1874 the cost of rice was iij sers per 
rupee, or 9s. 8fd. per hundredweight; wheat, i3|- per rupee, or 
8s. 3|d. per hundredweight; Indian com, 14 sers per rupee,. or ,8s. 
per hundredweight ; and pulses,. 14 sers per rupee, or 8s. per hun- 
dredweight * In January 1875, rupee, or S a -ofd 

per hundredweight; wheat, 19 J per rupee, or 5s. 8|d, pedhunr^ 
dredweight ; Indian com, 26 sers per mpee, or 4s. 3|d. per hundred- 
weight; pulses, 15 sers per rupee, or 7 s. 5|-d. per hundredweight 
In February 1874 the price of rice was ii| sers per rupee, or 9s. 8|d. 
per hundredweight; wheat, 12 J sers per mpee, or 8s. ii|^d. per 
hundredweight ; Indian com, 14 sers p^ mpee, or 8s. per hundred- 
weight ; pulses, .14 sers per mpee, or 8s. per hundredweight In 
February 1875, rice, 18J per mpee, or 6s. o|d. per hundred- 
weight; wheat, 16"^ sers per mpee,. or 6s. pfd. per hundredweight ; 
Indian corn, 26 per mpee, or 4s. 3fd. per hundredweight; 
pulses, 15 sers per rupee, or 7s. 5|d. per hundredweight In March- 
1874, rice, II I' sers per mpee, or 9s. 8|d. per hundredweight ; wheat, 
13^ sers per rupee, or 8s. 3|d. per hundredweight ; Indian corn, 14I 
sers per rupee, or 7s. 8|d. per hundredweight; pulses, 12 sers per 
rupee, or 9s. 4d. per hundredweight In March 1875, rice, i8|vy(?rx 
per rupee, or 6s. o|d. per hundredweight ; wheat, 17I sers^ev mpee, 
or ‘6s. 4|d. per hundredweight; .Indian com, 25 sers per rupee, or 
4s. sfd. per hundredweight; pulses, 16 sers per nlpee, or 7s. per 
hundredweight In April 1874, rice, i2| sers per rupee, or 8s. ii^d. 
per hundredweight; wheat, 13I sers per mpee, or 8s. 3jd. per hun- 
dredweight ; Indian corn, 14^ sers per mpee, or 7s. Sfd. per hu7 i • 

weight; pulses, 12 sers per mpee, or 9s. 4d. per hundredweight In 
April 1875, mpee^ or 6s. 9|d. per hundredweight; 

wheat, ig^sers per mpee, or 5s. Sfd. per hundredweight ; Indian 
corn, 23 sers per mpee, or 4s. lofd. per hundredweight; pulses, 16 
sers per rupee, or 7 s. per hundredweight In May 1874, rice, lof 
sers per rupee, or los. 8d. per hundredweight; wheat, lasers 
per mpee, or 7s. 5fd. per hundredweight; Indian com, i^^ 'sers 
per mpee, or 7s. 2fd. per hundredweight ; pulses, 12 sers per mpee, 
or 9s. 4d. per hundredweight In May 1875, rice, i6f sers per mpee, 
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or 6s. 9|d. per hundredweight; wheat, 21 sers per rupee, or 5s. 4d. 
per hundredweight ; Indian corn, 26 sers per rupee, or 4s. 3|d, per 
hundredweight ; pulses, 17 sers per rupee, or 6s. 7d. per hundred- 
weight. In June 1874, rice, xo^ sers per rupee, or los. 8d- per 
hundredweight; wheat, 14^ sers per rupee, or 7s. 8fd. per hundred- 
weight; Indian corn, 15 sers per rupee, or 7s. 5|d. per hundred- 
weight; pulses, 12 sers per rupee, or 9s. 46, per hundredweight 
In June 1875, rupee, or 6s. 9fd. per hundredweight; 

wheat, i8f per rupee, or 5s. rod. per hundredweight; Indian 
corn, 98 sers per rupee, or 4s. per hundredweight ; pulses, 16 sers 
per rupee, or 7s, per hundredweight In July 1874, rice, ri sers 
per rupe-e, or los. 2d. per hundredweight ; wheat, 15 J per rupee, 
or 7s. 2|d. per hundredweight; Indian corn, i6| sers per rupee, or 
6s. 9|d.- per hundredweight; pulses, 13 sers per rupee, or 8s. 7fd. 
per hundredweight. In July 1875, rice, sers per rupee, or 
6s. 4fd. per hundredweight; wheat, 17I sers per rupee, or 6s. 4|d. 
per hundredweight ; Indian corn, 28 sers per rupee, or 4s. per 
hundredweight; pulses, 16 sers per rupee, or 7s. per hundredweight. 
In August 1874, rice, io-| sers per rupee, or los. 8d. per hundred- 
weight; wheat, 15^ .JOT per rupee, or 7s. 2|d. per hundredweight;’ 
Indian corn, 16^ se^'s per rupee, or 6s. pfd. per hundredweight; 
pulses, 15 sers per rupee, or 7 s. 5jd. per hundredweight. In August 
j[875, rice, 16 sers per rupee, or 7s. per hundredweight ; wheat, i7|- 
sers per rupee, or 6s. 4jd. per hundredweight; Indian com, 26 sers 
per rupee, or 4s, 3jd. per hundredweight ; pulses, 15 se?'s per rupee, 
or 7s. 5^d. per hundredweight In September 1874, rice, 12 J sers 
per rupee, or 8s. iijd. per hundredweight ; wheat, 15^^ per mpee, 
or 7s.. 2|d. per hundredweight; Indian corn, 22 sers per rupee, or 
5s. id. per hundredweight; pulses, 14 sers per rupee, or 8s. per 
hundredweight In September 1875, rice, 16^ sers per rupee, or 
6s. 9fd. per hundredweight; wheat, i8|^ j’(?/xper rupee, or 6s. ofd. 
per hundredweight; Indian com, 25 sers per mpee, or 4s. 5fci. per 
hundredweight; pulses, 15 sers per rupee, or 7s. 5|d. per hundred- 
weight In October 1874, rice, 13^ sers per rupee, or 8s. 3jd. per 
hundredweight; wheat, i6| sers per rupee, or 6s. pfd. per hundred- 
weight; Indian corn, 25 sers per rupee, or 4s. .5 |d. per hundred- 
weight; pulses, 15 sers per rupee, or 7 s. ‘5|d. per hundredweight 
In October 1875, rice, 16J sers per rupee, or 6s. pfd. per himdred- 
weight ; wheat, i8J^ sers per rupee, or 6s. of d. per hundredweight ; 
Indian com, 29 sers per rupee, or 3s. lofd. per hundredweight; 
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pulses, 15 sers per rupee, or 7s. 5|-d. per hundredweight. In 
November 1874, rice, 12^ sers per rupee, or 8s. ii^d. per hundred- 
weight; wheat, 16^ sers per rupee, or 6s. pfd. per hundredweight; 
Indian corn, 24 sers per rupee, or 4s. 8d. per hundredweight ; pulses, 
14 sers per rupee, or 8s. per hundredweight In' November 1875, 
wheat, 18 J sers per rupee, or 6s. ofd. per hundredweight; Indian 
corn, 29 sers per rupee, or 3s. rofd per hundredweight; pulses, 15 
sers per rupee, or 7s. 5|d. per hundredweight. In December 1874, 
rice, 16^ sers per rupee, or 6s. pfd. per hundredweight; wheat, i7|- 
sers per rupee, or 6s. 4|d. per hundredweight ; Indian com, 33^ sers 
per rupee, or 3s. *3fd. per hundredweight; and’ pulses, 15 sers per 
rupee, or 7s. 5jd. per hundredweight In December 1875, rice, 
sers per rupee, or 6s. 4fd. per hundredweight ; wheat, 22 sers 
per rupee, or 5s. id. per hundredweight; Indian corn, 31 J sers per 
rupee, or 3s. 7d. per hundredweight 

‘ Local Weights and Measures.— The standard of weight most 
in use in the town of Monghyr, for weighing both grain and liquids, 
is that based on the ser of 84 tolas. The most common linear 
measure is a yard or gaz of 2^ hdths or cubits of 18 inches. The 
80 told ser is used in many markets north of the Ganged. The 
standard of land measure is the same for most of the fargands south 
of the Ganges, being a pole or lagd of five and a half hdths The 
local hlghd in use is, therefore, equivalent to an area of 3025 square 
yards, or '625 of an English acre. In K.apd. and Gidhaur, however, 
the pole measures 6 hdths, and the local hzghd 3600 square yards, 
or ‘744 of an acre. In Chak^i, the. pole is the largest in the Dis- 
trict, being 7 hdths, or 10 J yards, giving a local highd of 4900 square 
yards, or i*oii of an acre. On the north of the river, nearly every 
pargand has a standard of its owii, and different standards axe 
often met with in the same pargand. The following are the most 
prevalent in each : — In pargands Ak|barpur-R^i, Imddpur, Malkf, 
Masjfdpur, and Naipur, the pole measures 5f hdths, and the local 
highd consists of 3206 square yards, or *668 of an acre. In par- 
gands Beliyd and Bhdsdri, the standard is a .pole ; and in 

pargands Bdda, Bhfis^, and Pharkiyi, a (i^^hdih pole, which gives 
a local highd of 4225 square yards, or '830 of an acre. 

Landless Day-Labourers are very numerous in Monghyr Dis- 
trict Mr. Lockwood, the Collector, reported in 1874 that ‘the 
lands in this District are chiefly cultivated by kaintds, who are in 
point of fact bondmen to the landholder. They belong to the 
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lowest castes^ particularly Mus^hars and Dos^dhs. I.,doubt whether 
there is a single Musdhar in the District who is not a bondman. 
I have asked many of them, and received the same reply from all 
I,t appears to be the custom for every low-caste man, directly he 
arrives at the age of puberty, and wants a wife, to receive a few 
rupees under the name of a loan front' the village landholder, and 
execute a bond similar to that annexed, which I procured at a 
village near JamiSi, and is a fair specimen of its class. It is said that 
not only are the bonds never liquidated, but that the landholder would 
rehs^e to accept the money if tendered ; and, so far as I can learn, 
the simple clown gets so confused regarding what is due in shape 
of compound interest, that it never enters his head to liquidate his 
debt These bondmen are paid about Rs. i. 6. o or 2s. pd. per 
mensem, and the interest of the bond is also nominally taken out in 
work, lilixt ,kamtds are a lean race, and the wonder is how it is fhey 
manage>to subsist with their scanty clothing and insufficient food. 
But their. women 'all take their share in labour, and the Government 
roads; embankments, and wood-cutting keep them from 

starvation. I have on many occasions urged them to emigrate, but 
they plead that their .masters will not let them go, and that, they 
■prefer the ills they have rather than to fly to others they know not 
of.' The bond referred to is as follows, and is a remarkable instance 
of the ignorance among the lower classed of what the Engli^ law 
has done for them : — ‘ Agreement between A. .B., a Musdhar of 
village Mablepur,. pargand Parbatpur, zild Monghyr, on the one 
handj and -Edbu C. D., Rajput, on the other. In consideration 
of receiving Rs. 5 in cash, to celebrate his marriage, A. B. hereby 
binds himself to plough, sow, irrigate, and reap the fields of C. D., 
and perform faithfully all the duties of a kamid or bondman* The 
said A. B. binds himself to continue in the service of his master, 
C. D., and never to refuse doing any work imposed on him : morn- 
ing and evening, day and night, he will be present and ready to work, 
and . he will never absent himself even for a visit to a friend or 
relation without leave. If on any occasion the said A. , should 
absent himself, that day's work will be placed to his debit, and he 
will be liable for such damages as Her Majesty’s courts of law may 
direct. In addition to the above duties, the said A. B. binds himself 
to furnish the said C, D. with the following commodities, as may 
be directedby a council of peers of the said C. D. : — ^thatching grass, 
bamboos, strings, woods, and other things {waghaira). This deed 
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is executed in good faith, 22d Assar 1265 (that is, the i8th July 
1858):’ The amount, Rs. 5 or los., was unredeemed in 1874, after 
sixteen years' service. 

The occupation returns of the Census Statement for Monghyr 
give the number of adult male labourers at 128,672, but this does 
not represent the entire number of persons dependent on theVages 
of daily labour. The caste returns show that there are 112,585 
Musdhars, 99,312 Dosadhs, and 10,769 Dorns, or a total of 
222,666, scarcely any of whom own any land. It is on this im- 
mense class that scarcity readily tells with all the force of faiphie. 
Their means of subsistence is the most precarious, at the same 
time that their numbers render any system of relief a matter of the 
greatest difficulty. There is much evidence, besides that of the 
Collector just quoted, to show that not more than five per cent of 
the^ castes own any land. 

The Lanb Tenures of Monghyr scarcely differ from those of 
the neighbouring District of Bhdgalpur, which I have described 
at length in the Statistical Account of that District. That such is 
the case might be expected, from the fact that most of the land of 
the two Districts was owned by the same proprietors at the time 
that the English took possession of Behar, and that it continued for 
sixty years after subordinate to the same revenue supervision. The 
latter fact may not seem at .first sight to be sufficient cause to induce 
or preserve a similarity of tenures in both, but it must be remem- 
bered that a similar result has been produced by this cause in other 
parts of Bengal. English Districts, at the time of their foundation, 
if they did not exactly coincide with the existing revenue divisions, 
were made to follow boundaries fixed by fiscal considerations ; and 
these considerations were probably connected with a similarity in 
the modes of land-holding, which resulted in simdarity of revenue 
procedure. When the English preserved these divisions, as in the 
case of Bhdgalpur and Monghyr, tijl forty years after the Permanent 
Settlement, the tenures of both remained alike through all the 
troubles of our early land administration, which scarcely would have 
been the case if they had been formed into separate Districts from 
the beginning of our rule. This theory does not overlook the fact 
that parts of Monghyr are derived from Tirhut and Gayl With the 
exception of pargand Pharkiyi, which was down to very recent times 
an entirely uncultivated swamp, these additions have htm so small 
that they may be left out of consideratkm. Moreover, such pargands 
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south of the Ganges were parts of the same political divisions as the 
territory known as the MahdMt Kharakpur, even prior to the creation 
of that great estate, and were afterwards mostly held ghdtwdli on 
the same conditions. The following description of the land tenures 
of Monghyr District, whilst noticing the more remarkable forms, 
is intended only to supplement that given in my Account of the 
parent District of Bh^alpur. It is principally derived from a 
special report by the Collector of Monghyr, dated the 21st De- 
cember 1874, and uses a system of grouping different from that 
wh{ "h I have followed in my account of the Bhdgalpur tenures. 

All tenures may be divided into estates in chief, that is, subordi- 
nate to the Government alone ; and subordinate tenures, which form 
part of an estate in chief. The first may be subdivided into estates 
subject to the yearly payment to the State of a fixed revenue, and 
estates which for various reasons have been exempted from this 
payment. Subordinate tenures are similarly distinguished, according 
as they pay or do not pay rent to the landholders in chief; the 
rent-paying tenures are again divided into those held by middlemen 
with permanent or temporary rights, and those held by actual culti- 
vators of the soil, who also may have rights of occupancy for ever, 
or for a fixed period, or may be simply tenants at will. Revenue- 
paying estates are subdivided as follows in the Collector’s report : — 
(i) Zamindaris are the highest form of estates in chief, and existed 
long before the English undertook the administration of the country. 
In Monghyr they are all permanently settled, and differ little from 
a great English, property, except in their payment of Government 
revenue. Their position in the economy of the State was 
accurately defined in the Regulations of 1793. Their number is 
3180. (2) Ghdtttfdlts were originally revenue-free service tenures, 

granted in the time of Musalmdn supremacy to the petty hill 
chieftains on the southern frontier, on condition of their preventing 
raids by the hill-men of Rimgarh and Western Santdlia on the 
low-lying and cultivated part of the country on the banks of the 
Ganges. The holders were also required to destroy wild beasts, 
which occasionally made inroads on the low lands. These tenures 
are chiefly found in purgand Chakdf, and number 13 in all. They 
were resumed by the English Government, and now pay revenue, the 
original proprietors receiving an allowance called mdlikdnd from 
Government (3) Jdgirs were formerly of various kinds, being granted 
for the most part as the reward of militaiy’ service under the Mughul 
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Governmeat; but these have now disappeared. Those that remain 
are known as Invalid jdgirs^ and were granted in lieu of cash pen- 
sions, under Regulation xliii. of 1793,10 invdid native soldiers of 
the Company. Their number in this District is 1 382. (4) Chasaudm 
do not differ much from other zaminddris^ except that they are borne 
separately on the revenue-roll. They are. great prairies, alm^ost 
totally submerged during the rains, but covered with rank grass 
during the hot season, and forming vast grazing grounds for cattle 
and buffaloes. These estates are chiefly met with in the low-lying 
par gand^ and are six in number. 

Revenue-free Tenures were originally granted by the native 
princes, under the Muhammadan rule, to favourites or for religious 
purposes. Their number, as ascertained from the Road Cess 
Returns, is 3745. They are held in absolute proprietary; right 
Very few owe . their origin to Hindu found^ion. Such, however^ is 
not the case with subordinate Idkhirdj tenures. The largestreyicnrie- 
free tenure in the District is the entire Abhaipur pargand, held by 
the khanka or monastery at Maulanagar, which was confirmed by a 
sanad of Council, dated 9th February 1786. The proceeds of the 
estate are expend^ in feeding travellers and beggars, in keeping a 
school and a mosque, and also in the personal expenses of the 
endowed family. 

Subordinate Tenures, or those not held directly from Govern- 
ment, comprise mukarraiis^ which are generally transferable leases, 
granted in perpetuity at a small fixed rent, and owe their validi^ to 
immemorial custom. They are granted to the younger sons and 
females of Hindu families where the law of primogeniture prevails. 
Those held by widows, however, revert to the holder of the zaminddri 
on the death of the lessee. These tenures are generally small. 
The largest in the District is one known by the name of Bhilw^nd, 
which pays a rent of 4s. od., and collects a gross rental of 
£S 6 S, 4s. od. It was granted by an ancestor of the Mah^j£ Sir 
J^i Mangal Sinh to a relative. A three-fourths share has been sold 
by the descendant of the donee. Dar-mukarrans are sub-tenures 
created by the mukarrariddrs^ and are . held by the sub-tenants on 
terms similar to those settled in the agreement with the superior 
landlord. They also owe their original creation, to the custom of 
the country, and are now recognised by our courts of law. Thikds 
are farms, called ijdrds in Bengal proper, leased out for a term of 
years. The thiMddr pays a fixed rent to the zaminddr^ and gets 
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what he can out of the land. It not unfrequently happens that the 
thikd lease takes the form of a mortgage for money advanced, and 
then the lease is called a thikd zarpeshgL Katkinds are sub-leases 
granted by thikdddrs to persons who get as much as they can, either 
directly out of the rayats^ or by sub-letting to dar-katkindddrs^ who 
again may let to se-katktndddrs. Shik?m tenures are thus described 
by the Collector : — ‘ It was not unusual for persons holding revenue- 
free estates to part with small portions of land, either by sale or by 
gift. On the occasion of the parent estate being resumed, the 
reVniue of the alienated portions was fixed along with that of the 
parent estate, and made payable through the zamwddrs. Such 
tenants are called skikmt, and are very common in every part of the 
District.' 

Cultivating Farmers with permanent rights of occupancy were 
first recognised by the English Government in the Rent Law, Act x. 
of 1859, but they always formed part of the land-tenure system of 
Behar. The right of undisturbed possession might be interfered with 
by a powerful landlord, and there was no legal means to enforce it, 
but the right was none the less believed to exist. It is not, how- 
ever, even now-a-days, frequently taken advantage of by the poorer 
class of the peasantry, who are too much under the power of their 
landlords to assert rights against his interest. In order to prove a 
right of occupancy, it is necessary to prove twelve years' uninterrupted 
possession ; and receipts of rents, which usually form the basis of 
proof, are seldom forthcoming for so many years, for zamtnddrs are 
not in the habit of granting receipts. The right of occupancy, real or 
pretended, is, amongst the better class of tenants, a constant source of 
litigation. Gorabandi is a holding equivalent to the jamd mukar- 
rati of 'Bengal, and signifies that the ray at holds at a fixed rent, not 
liable to be raised. This right, which is founded or the custom 
of the country, was legalized by the Rent Law, where the rent could 
be proved not to have been enhanced since the Permanent Settle- 
ment; moreover, twenty years of such unchanged possession 
gave a presumption on the part of the tenant that it had not been 
enhanced during the longer period, which the zaudnddr was bound 
to rebut. Such holdings are very frequently met with north of the 
Ganges, but are not so common in the south of the District. The 
term gorabandi is often applied by rayats to other tenures, under 
the supposition that holding at a fixed rent for twenty years gives 
them a right to hold at a fixed rent for ever. For instance, many 
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rayats on didrA lands, which did not exist at the date of the Perma- 
nent Settlement, call themselves goraddrs, on the plea of their rent 
never having been increased^ Bhdoli jot is the designation of a 
holding in which the tenant pays his rent, either in money or kind, 
proportionally to the out-turn of his crops in each' year.. It is 
popular with the peasantry, and is of very ancient standing. If, as is 
generally the case, the crops are equally divided between the zaminddr 
and the rayaf^^ the latter considers himself better off than if he paid 
rent according to neighbouring fixed rates \ but it often happens 
that a grasping landlord demands nine-sixteenths of the cr>ps, 
and even more. The landholder or middleman, however, rarely 
takes his share in kind ; the value of it is fixed by a system known 
as ddfidbandt^ and the tenant pays its value in coin, keeping the 
entire crop for himself. Should the tenant object to the dandbaiidi^ 
the proprietor takes possession of his sh^e on the threshing-floor. 
The Collector says: calculate that nearly one-half of the' culti- 

vated area of this District is held under the bhdoli system.’ Tenants- 
at-will form the chief portion of the agricultural class in Monhgyr. 
They hold their land at any rates that they and the landlord may 
agree to. There is a peculiar class of yearly tenants, called hasta- 
bddi . rayats f who cultivate didrd lands, which are submerged during 
the rains. In the month of 'Bhadra, a settlement is made by the 
landlords with them, if willing to cultivate at a rent fixed for the 
year, according as the didrd appears covered with a rich alluvial 
deposit or with sand. The rent naturally varies very much under 
this kind of tenure. These hastabMi tenures prevail chiefly in 
pargand Salimdb^d. Rdmat lands are those held in home cultiva- 
tion by zaminddrs or large subordinate tenants. In estates where 
there are many sharers, if one of them holds any portion kdmat^ he 
pays a small contribution to the other coparceners. 

Rent-free Subordinate Tenures are small grants of land, made 
by proprietors in chief or other large tenure-holders, for religious or 
charitable purposes. The principal kinds are called debottar^ swot- 
tar^ hazrat^ pirottar^ dargah, etc. Debottar\% land granted rent free, 
the proceeds being appropriated to the worship and support of 
Hindu idols and temples other than those dedicated to Siva, 
the grant in that case being called sivottar. This is the ordinar}" 
method of proyiding for the support of idols, priests, and temples. 
As soon as the lands have been so dedicated, the rights of the donor 
lapse for ever ; he cannot alienate them, and his heirs cannot in- 
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herit them. But temporaiy leases of them, extending to the life of 
the sebdit or mahant (the manager and superintendent of the estab- 
lishment for the worship), may be granted by him for the benefit of 
the idol, or for the repairs, etc. of the temples. Hazrat ^xApirottar 
are lands given to Musalm^n devotees and fakirs^ on condition of 
their devoting themselves to the service of certain masjids or mosques, 
burial-grounds, and other places sacred in Muhammadan eyes. The 
number of such tenures in this District is about 1500. Since the 
extinction of the ghdiwdli tenures, there are no jdgirs or estates held 
directly from Government as the remuneration of services past or 
present The landholders have, however, preserved several of the 
subordinate service tenures, the chief of which are the chaukiddri 
jdgirs held by village watchmen in lieu of cash payment for their 
services as rural policemen ; and goraiti jdgirs granted to goraiis, 
who are zamtnddri servants, and receive two or three bigkds of land 
rent free instead of money wages. 

Rates of Rent. — The latest information on this subject was 
obtained in the beginning of 1873. Special inquiries were made 
by the Subdivisional officers, in consequence of a report by the 
officer in charge of Jamiii that ^veritable rack rents' prevailed in 
his jurisdiction, due to wholesale enhancements. The returns 
showed both the rent paid at the time of the Settlement previous 
to the civil suit in which the enhancement was decreed, and the 
rent payable by order of the court These rates were thus returned 
for the bighd of 3025 square yards, or *625 of the English acre: 
— Pargand Bdda-bhiis^ri — first description of land, Rs. i. 4. o or 
2s. 6d., enhanced to Rs. 2 or 4s,; second description of land, 
R. I or 2s., enhanced to Rs. i. 12. o or 3s. 6d. ; third description 
of land, R. o. 4. o or 6d. Pargand Pharkiyd — ^first description of 
land, Rs. i. 12, o or 3s. 6d., enhanced to Rs. 2. 3. o or 4s. 4|d. ; 
second description of land, R. o, 8. o or is,, enhanced to Rs. 2. i. o 
or 4s. ijd. \ third description of land, R. o. 4. o or 6d. ; and fourth 
description of land, R. o, i. o or ijd. Pargand Chdndan Bhuk^ 
— first description of land, R. i or 2s., enhanced to Rs. 5 or los. ; 
second description of land, R. o. 14. o or is. gd., enhanced to 
Rs. 4. 12. o or 9s. 6d. ; third description of land, R. o. 12, o or 
IS. 6d., enhanced to Rs. 2. 9. o or 5s. i|d. ; fourth description of 
land, R. o. 8. o or is., enhanced to Rs. 2. 4. o or 4s. 6d. ; and 
fifth description of land, R. o. 4. o or 6d. Pargand Amarthu — 
first description of land, Rs. 2. 8. o or 5s., enhanced to Rs. 5. 8. o 
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or IIS,; second description of land, Rs. 2 or 4s., enhanced to 
Rs. 4. 8. o or 9s. ; third description of land, Rs. i. 8. o or 3s., 
enhanced to Rs. 4. 4. o or 8s. 6d. ; fourth description .of land, Rs. 
I, 4. o or 2S. 6d, enhanced to Rs. 4 or 8s. ; fifth description of 
land, R. r or 2s., enhanced to Rs. 3. 8. o or 7s. Fargand Abhai- 
pur — ^first description of land, Rs. 2. i. o or 4s. i|d., enhanced to 
Rs. 4. I. o or 8s. i|d. ; second description of land, Rs. i. 10. o 
or 3s. 3d., enhanced to Rs. 2. 9. o or 5s. i|-d. ; and third descrip- 
tion of land, R. o. 12. 0 or rs. 6d. Fargand Baliyd — first description 
of land, Rs. 2. 8. o or 5s., enhanced to Rs. 3 or 6s. ; second de- 
scription of land, Rs. 2 or 4s., enhanced to Rs. 2. 12. o or 5s. 6d. ; 
■third description of land, R. x or 2 s. ; and fourth description of 
land, R. o. 12. o or is. 6d. Fargand Bhusdrf — ^first description of 
land, Rs. 3 or 6s., enhanced to Rs. 4 or 8s. ; second description 
of land, Rs. 2. 8. o or 5s., enhanced to Rs. 3 or 6s.; third descrip- 
tion of land, Rs. 2 or 4s., enhanced to Rs. 2. 8. o or 5s. ; fourth 
description of land, Rs. i. 12. o or 3s. 6d., enhanced to Rs. 2 or 
4s.; fifth description of land, Rs. r. 8. o or 3 s. ; and sixth descrip- 
tion of land, R. i or 2s. Fargand Naipur — ^first description of land, 
Rs. 2. 8. o or 5s., enhanced to Rs. 4 or 8s. ; second description of 
land, Rs. 2. 4. o or 4s. 6d., enhanced to Rs. 3 or 6s.; and third 
description of land, Rs. 2 or 4s. • Fargand Gidhaur — first descrip- 
tion of land, Rs. 2. 8. o or 5s., enhanced to Rs. 5 or los. ; second 
description of land, Rs. i. 4. o or 2s. 6d., enhanced to Rs. 3, 4. o 
or 6s. 6d. ; and third description of land, R. o. 8. o or is. Fargand 
Kajr^ — first description of land, Rs. 4 or 8s., enhanced to Rs. 4. 6, o 
or 8s. pd. ; second description of land, Rs. 3 or 6s., enhanced to 
Rs. 4. 4. o or 8s. 6d. ; third description of land, Rs. 2. 8. o or 5s., 
enhanced to Rs. 4. 2. o or 8s. 3d.; and fourth . description of land, 
Rs. 2 or 4s., enhanced to Rs. 4 or 8s. 

Abwabs or Customary Cesses. — So far as our knowledge of 
systems of land-holding in this country extends, it is found that, from 
the earliest period of which we have reliable information down to 
the present day, all tenants, including often the very largest, have 
paid various dues or fees to the Government or the proprietor in 
chief, known as abwdbs, in addition to the actual rent chargeable on 
their estates. Besides these, the zammddr levied cesses under the 
same name from certain castes and classes, usually artisans or fol- 
lowers of special professions, for permission to ply their callings on 
his property. In 1790, Mr. S. Davis, the Assistant-Collector of. 
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Bh^galpur, was deputed to Monghyr to inquire into the land tenure 
system and rates of rent which prevailed mpargands HaveH, Monghyr, 
and Salfm£bd.d, preparatory to the new Settlement then contemplated. 
In a report dated nth August, after describing the amounts and 
modes of regular assessment, he gives the following account of the 
abw&bs then levied, from which it appears that these customary 
charges 'were looked on as enhancements of rent, and were so in 
fact, as distinguished from arbitrary and uncertain cesses : — ‘ The 
division of the assessment into asly abwdb, and nekddri is a mode 
whjhh has prevailed from time immemorial in this pargandy as in 
other parts of Behar, whereby the rent or produce of the land be- 
came appropriated in distinct shares to Government, to its officers, 
and to the cultivator. The two first shares are considered as the 
right of Government, and the last, or nekddri, of the several persons 
particularized, whose contingent expenses of collection, together with 
some further charges, which will be mentioned, were defrayed by 
the dzhi kharcha. It may be necessaiy further to explain the several 
articles of taxation contained under each separate head. 

^ Asl is the general rate per bighd on land, the rent of which is 
paid in coin ; it varies according to the quality of the soil and the 
facility of procuring an artificial supply of water from tanks or wells 
in the dry season. These rates have existed beyond the date of 
any public record, and were certainly fixed long before the Company 
acquired the diwdnL 

^ Abwdhs , — (i) Ktisiir is a term meaning bditd; it was formerly 
levied as a part of the dihi kharcha (explained farther on), to make 
up for any deficiency in the rupees collected in the mufassal, which, 
under the Mughul Government, were required to be paid into the 
treasury at a fixed standard. Kdsim AH converted this contingent 
tax into a uniform and permanent assessment throughout the par- 
gand, as it has continued ever since. There is no objection now 
made to it by the rayats, whose advantages, in the increased price 
of grain and other articles since its first imposition, may be supposed 
to have kept pace with the tax It was calculated upon the esti- 
mated value of the mdlguzdri share, at ten gandas per rupee. (2) 
Dihiddri : this was originally the appropriated share of the dihiddr, 
an inferior officer of the police, whose office, about sixteen years ago, 
being found unfilled, and his services unnecessary, the assessment 
was, under the same name, shifted from the nekddri to the abwdb, 
where it now constitutes a part of the revenue. It w^as paid in kind 
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upon both the mdlguzdA and Government shares, at six chhatdks per 
man, (3) Mihmdni : this is a partial exaction; which, during the 
residence of Kisim Ah at Monghyr, was first laid upon Mohabi and 
its dependent villages, Sakarpur and Jumalkita, at the gross amotmt 
of Rs, 42 on the first, Rs. 20 on the second, and Rs. 12. 12. o on 
the last. The assessment was apportioned on such land only, as 
was capable of being watered in the dry season ; by which mode 
its operation became partial even among the rayats of the same 
villscge, whose asl rates of land becai '^e thereby increased seven dnnds 
in the rupee. At the earnest entreaty of the rayats^ and on their 
ready consent to my proposal of their taking waste land on an 
adjacent island — there being none on the mainland — to such an 
amount as in its rent might be equivalent to the obnoxious exaction, 
I recommended the abolition of it to the zamlnddr^ who readily 
acquiesced ; and it is abolished accordingly. 

‘ Nekddri , — (i) Mukaddamiy or, as it is also termed, mdlikdnd, is 
the proportion of the gross rent from time immemorial allotted to 
the proprietor or officer called inukaddam, (2) Rasthn chaudhardn 
is an allotment to the chaudhari or zaminddr, similar in its nature to 
the foregoing. (3) Patwdri is an allotment to the faiwdn or village 
registrar. (4) Gordit is an -allotment to an inferior village officer 
acting under the zaminddr or tahsUddry whose office is somewhat 
similar to that of a peon. (5) Dihi hharcha ; this was formerly 
here, as it is still in other parts of the District, an assessment variable 
in its rate, which could be determined only at the end of the year, 
agreeably to the amount of certain contingent expenses which were 
supposed to be incurred during the year for the purposes implied 
in the literal meaning of the term, joined to the tahsildnd of the 
zaminddrs and of the kdnungosy other established allowances. 
The unfair mode, however, of computing this assessment was com- 
plained of about sixteen years ago, and an inquiry was then made 
into its actual amount in each village. In lieu of this variable 
assessment, a proportional rate was established as a permanent tax, 
which has duly been collected ever since. By the operation of this 
measure, which seems to have given general satisfaction, I found 
one principal object of my deputation anticipated in 4 his pargand ; 
the only indefinite assessment being thereby reduced to a fixed rate, 
and the oppressive exaction of peons in particular precluded. I 
must also do the zaminddrs the justice to observe that, on the most 
minute inquiry, I do not find them to have deviated from the rule 
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in question. The above explanations apply equally to the bhdolz 
and the nakdi rates of taxation; but in the former there is an 
additional article to be noticed, namely kdydli. This was formerly, 
it may be presumed, an allowance made to the kdydl^ who actually 
weighed out the respective shares of the crop ; but in process of 
time, instead of the produce in kind, the value of that produce, at a 
certain rate in money, was paid by the rayat^ and the kdydl became 
unnecessary, although the assessment was still continued under the 
sahie name as a part of the revenue. It was calculated upon the 
estimated value of the mdlguzdri share, and paid at the rate of ten 
gandas per rupee/ 

The cesses still existing in this District, and levied, are numerous. 
The following description of the principal ones is derived from a 
report on the subject by the Collector, Mr. Barlow, in 1872: — 
Bkasaudhd or morsaitdhd is a tax levied in the fargands and estates 
situated in the Jamiii Subdivision, from the Godld or cowherd caste, 
and is proportionate to the number of head of cattle owned by each 
family. The rate varies, but is not less than 8 dimds or is. a year 
in any case. In the headquarters and Begu Sar^i Subdivisions, the 
cess imposed on this caste takes the form of house tax, called 
karunckd^ at the rate of 4 to S dnnds^ or 6d. to is., for each house. 
It does not appear that the zaminddr makes any return for the 
money thus received, beyond a kind of indefinite protection. Basurz 
is a yearly tax, exacted in every part of the District, from the 
labouring and manufacturing castes, seemingly for the permission of 
the landholder to pursue their trades on his estate. The idea of 
permission, however, does not seem to enter into the minds of the 
labourers or artisans, who pay the amount as the hakk or right of 
the zaminddr on whose property they live. The term basuri means 
rent for house land ; but as a matter of fact, the amount of this cess 
is independent of the amount of land, and indeed it h levied from 
those who do not usually possess any land at all. Certain castes, 
such as the Dhdnuks and Knhdrs, redeem the zaminddz^s claim by 
the performance of personal service. The bhauri is a tax collected 
in the Jamtll Subdivision from non-residents, pedlars, costers, etc, 
who come to a village for the sale of their wares. It is much of 
the same nature as the preceding cess, and is sometimes levied in 
its place and sometimes together with it. The Collector says ^ it 
has 'the complexion of a ground renV The kdyMl is a charge on all 
sales effected within the estate of the landholder. The word literally 
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means weighman’s fees. The post of kdydlis disposed of by the 
zaminddr by a kind of private auction to the highest bidder, who 
levies certain dues from the frequenters of the particular hdzdf or 
market for which he holds the contract The better class of land- 
lords fix the rates at which these dues are leviable, but often the kdydl 
is permitted to make the most that 'he can extract from sellers and 
buyers. In the latter case, bad' feeling, and violence are occasionally 
the result. The Collector explains that ‘ kdydli is a general custom, 
and not restricted to the dealings of rayais, A man is^^ appointed as 
a salesman by the zaminddr ^ and gets his dues at so much in the 
man m. eveiy sale; the seller pays, but by custom deducts the 
allowance from the purchaser.’ A tax on the musical castes, for 
liberty to beat their drums at processions, marriages, and feasts, is 
levied in the \Jamfii Subdivision, and called hdjantri. Kalkar is a 
tax on oil manufacturers or Tells, which is levied throughout the 
whole District; person^ who hasuri are, however, exempted. 
JDolid is a somewhat similar cess, peculiar to the Jamul Subdivision, 
on oil manufacturers and traders or Baniyds. ChalJd is a species of 
ground rent, collected in the headquarters and Begu Sar^l Sub- 
divisions. In the south-western pargands it is called doha. In 
return for this cess, the payer has a right to a plot of ground in the 
market o’" which to display and sell his goods, and is sometimes 
exempted from payment of kdydli. His right is not restricted to 
market days ; and he may erect a shed or thatch raised on bamboo 
poks, but not a permanent shop. Fhur is a tax levied dn the 
weaver castes, Dhunids, Tdntls, .Tatw£s, and Jogis, and is collected 
principally in the Jamfil Subdivision. Tunkd takes the place of 
phur. in the headquarters and Begu Sar^l Subdivisions, In Jamfil 
it is occasionally levied in addition to that tax. It is not levied 
from those who pay h^suri, Foshan is the name pf.the charge 
raised for the support of the rural police in Subdivision Jamfil. 
When paid to the zaminddr^ it is usually an unjust cess, as it rarely 
passes through his hands to the pasbdn^ but is a second time levied 
by that official from the villagers. The Collector remarks : 
‘The signification of this cess in other parts of the District is 
different The pashdn or gordit is a village watchman.. He is 
supposed to guard property brought into the village, and gets a 
small commission on sales directly, and hot paid through the zamin- 
ddr. The chaukiddr and pashdn are usually the same man.’ In 
some cases the pashdn does hot perform any of the duties of polke, 
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but is merely a subordinate servant on the rent-collecting and manag- 
ing establishment of the zaminddr. The actual chaukiddri charge is 
levied all over the District, and amounts to Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 or 6s. to 
8s. a month, divided amongst the villagers of the ward within whicli 
the watchman’s beat extends. It appears from the police returns 
that the average number of houses in the care of each rural police- 
man is 75, so that this cess is equal to a house tax of id. to i^d. a 
month. It is usually collected by the chauMddr himself, who is 
assisted in this if necessary by the regular police Ifhe Collector 
states : ' In almost all cases the cJiaukiddrs ‘collect some produce 
called panjd direct from the rayats dmmg harvest. In addition 
to this, in all cases where the zaminddr profes es to pa &e chauki- 
ddYs wages. sCte in some instancies, I suspect, where he does not 
even profess to do 'so, X^^tayats have to pay the zaminddr likewise.^ 
Bandohdr a cei^s . levied in Jamiii Subdivision for keeping pounds 
in order. Nagari^hd is a tax for charitable and religious purposes. 
Chd^idd^ a fbrrea contribution for presents to fakirs or beggars, is 
levied in pargands Gidhaur, Chakdl, and Sdrajgarha, and occasionally 
elsewhere. Sondri is, according to the District Superintendent of 
Police, another name for kdydii, given because men of the goldsmith 
caste (sonar) for thQ. most part hold the office of weighman. It is a 
deduction from the purchaser of a half-pound weight in every rupee's 
worth of grain or other articles weighed, and forms a kind of re- 
imbursement of the tax paid by the kdydi to the zaminddr for per- 
mission to act as weighrnan. Grdmtah is levied in Jamth Subdivi- 
sion and elsewhere for p jdbrmance of religious ceremonies. It is 
explained that this name derived from the two words grdm^ mean- 
ing a village, and ta or ihd worship, so that it is a translation of 
nagardahdy the name applied in other parts of the District to the 
same charge. Ekami and hahurt are taxes levied in the Jamdf Sub- 
division, to pay the salaries of the clerks in the zaminddYs managing 
office JVeg paiwdri and p%drkdnd are levied generally through- 
out the District, and constitute the wages of the village paiwdri. 
On this the Collector remartS.^ 'As far as I can learn, the paiwdri 
dues are collected by the papi^dii himself, without aid from the 
zaminddr^ beyond, of course, ^he aid of his influence.' In the case 
of hhdoli tenures, after the .^grain is shared with the zaminddr^ a 
small quantity is left at the bottom of the dol or great basket in 
which it is ordinarily kept, w;hich idat gumdshtd^patwdn, and bardhil 
claim as their share or ha^K ^^nd divide amongst themselves. If 
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the rent is paid in money, the rayat gives 6 lies in the rupee, or in 
some parts 3 ^ies^ on his entire rent, to be shared amongst these 
village officials. H&jatdnd is levied in Jamdx and a few other 
places from tenants at the time they pay their rent, and is a fee 
exacted by the patwdri before a receipt is granted. Ndchd^ the 
Collector states, is the name given in the Jamdi Subdivision to 
those portions of the crops appropriated by gordits from the rqyats 
whose crops have been distrained for rent The gordits, as servants 
of the landholder, remain in charge and levy their dues froxn the 
tenant I have given another explanation of this cess under ^e 
head of Village Officials (p, 80). TalaMnd is also levied in Jamdf to 
pay the salaries of piddds or landholders’ messengers. Sidhd, in the 
headquaiteis and Jamdi Subdivisions, is the same as iulabdfid, but 
is not so generally exacted. If messengers are sent by the zaminddr 
to bring the rayats together, or for any other purpose, they are 
entitled only to their diet expense. Sidhd is also used to express 
the presents of uncooked food and sweetmeats made to the rent- 
collectors of the landlord when they visit a village. Kharchd amin, 
in the Jamdi Subdivision and elsewhere, is a portion of the crop 
appropriated by the landlord’s men, who have been sent out to 
measure the land, and to make the ddndbandi .or estimate of the 
crop where rent is paid in kind. The Collector states that ^the 
deduction on this account is said to be made equally from the 
za?ninddf^s and rayafs share of the crop.? Mohdfizdt is a cess 
levied in the Jamui Subdivision as paynj'ent of the barkanddzs 
employed in guarding the offices of the landlord, which are scattered 
all over his estate. Bdttd is a premium, usually amounting to one 
dnnd on every rupee, or three farthings on every shilling, made in 
the tenant’s rent in addition to his nominal rent, and paid at the same 
time ; Kampani bdttd or Company’s discount is the name given to 
this charge. Saldmi is a general fee paid by every rayat to his land- 
lord, principally on the two special occasions when he is accepted 
as a tenant, and when his name is fir^t entered on the rent-roll of 
the estate; ras 7 ni is the name of this e'ess in the Jamiif Subdivision. 
Babat besM is a kind of excess rental levied in the Jamiif Subdivision, 
in place of a regular increase of the rent, based on the amount of 
land held. It is paid by the rayats to avoid questions about the 
title and measurement of their holdings. The dahyak is levied 
generally wherever the bhdoli system of tenure is in force. It is the 
npme given to the part of the zandnddYs share in excess of one-half, 
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ill case the crpp#;uQ.t^equaUy divided between him and his tenant. 
Mdngan is much the same as dahyak^ but is levied only in the 
Jaipa4i Subdivision. It represents the quantity of grain which the 
fe. expected to give out of his share as a kind of Tiazar or gift 
to the zamtnddr, after the hhdoli division has been completed and 
the dues of the tahsilddr and gordii have been discharged. Another 
account states that it is only another name for the patwdri's fee, 
paid not in cash but in. kind. Mukaddam is the name of a cess 
collected in some villages in the headquarters and Begu Sarai Sub- 
divisions by the head-men called mukaddams^ who are also often 
rent-collectors. Gildnddzt, from gil, earth, and andazi, throwing, is 
the name of a fund raised by zaminddrs for the construction and 
repair of embankments in places liable to inundation. 

Natural Calamities in Monghyr District are mostly due to 
drought, and in a less degree to floods. Other causes of loss to 
the cultivator occasionally occur. The insect called by the natives 
gadhya sometimes seriously injures the autumn and cold-weather 
crops; and locusts were seen in the District in 1855, 1861, and 
1865, Some kinds of blight have also been known, but have not 
led. in any case to. extensive loss. In 1871 the Collector said; ‘I 
a^pa not prepared to supply a scheme for embankments. I have 
already spoken of droughts ; they arise principally from local absence 
of rain. The calamity being, however, generally widespread, there 
is also a failure of the river supply of water, which otherwise would 
do much to mitigate the evil. There is no special demand for 
canals, as in most Districts ; but if the cultivators saw their own ad- 
vajit^e, no doubt irrigation works would pay. But there is no Jeld 
for an immediate and apparent return in the way of bringing large 
tracts of waste land under cultivation.’ The principle of compensat- 
ing influences does not play nquch part in this District. The land is 
of an average kind as regards position, neither l3nng very high nor 
low to any large extent Thus there i^' little high land that would 
be* only- cultivated in years of excessive flood, and little land so 
lov^-lying as not to be cultivated except in seasons of exceptional 
diyness.. 

'Since the erection of Monghyr into a separate District, the only 
droughts of such severity as to deserve special notice have occurred 
of late years, that is, in 1865 and 1873, resulting in the scarcities of 
1866 and 1874. 

Famine of 186$. — The following description is principally derived 
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from Mr. P. E.. Cockereirs report on the distress in the Behar Divi- 
sions* In Monghyr, it was most felt in the south-west and western 
portion of the District, viz. pargands Chaldf, Gidhaur, Bisthaz^ri, 
Amarthu, and Maldah, embracing an area of about 1300 square miles, 
where rice is the chief staple of cultivation. The crop of 1864 failed 
to a considerable extent, and, with the certainty of a repeated failure 
in 186 5, the market rate of the commonest sort of rice rose in October 
of the latter year to ii sers for the rupee, or los. 2d, per hundred- 
weight Other food-grains became proportionately dear, and the 
inhabitants of the distressed localities began to flock into the trsm 
of Monghyr. On the 8th November the Collector 'convened a 
public meeting, at which donations to the amount of were 

obtained, and further contributions of ^45 per month guaranteed, 
for the relief of the poor. About ^2^33, 4s. od. was expended in 
the gratuitous distribution of food, which lasted till the middle of 
December. There was then some relaxation of the previously exist- 
ing pressure, in consequence of the gathering of the rice crop, and 
the , continuation of public relief was deemed unnecessary. After 
the. storing of the rice crop, agricultural labour was again at a dis- 
count, and the distress occasioned by the prevailing high prices of 
food began to be felt in a more severe degree ; and in April large 
crowds of paupers frequented the town. The Municipal Committee, 
at a meeting held on 2d May, resolved to undertake certain works 
with the funds at their disposal, for the express purpose of assisting 
the destitute. As the object was merely to give employment to 
those who were able to work, but could find no market for their 
labour ^elsewhere, the rate of payment was fixed somewhat below 
the ordinary rates. No labour was attracted on these terms, and it 
was consequently assumed that the indigence of the labouring classes 
was not so great as had been supposed. 

No ftirther relief measures were attempted till the following July, 
when, in consequence of the accounts received regarding the distress 
prevailing, more especially in those portions of the District before 
mentioned, a second public meeting was convened by the Commis- 
sioner on the 23d of that month. A Central Relief Committee and 
two Sub-Committees were formed, and a general subscription was 
set on foot, by which ^£^64, 8s. SJd. was raised for expenditure in 
the gratuitous distribution of food. Relief centres were established 
on the south of the Ganges at Monghyr, Jamdf, Patsanda, Sekandrd, 
Shaiklipur^, and Chakif, in July and August; and on the north of 
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the Ganges, where distress appeared later, at Begu Sard! and Tegrd, 
in the end of August and September. At Mongliyr, Jamdi, and 
Shaikhpur^, cooked rice and pulse mixed were given once daily, in 
proportions ranging from i lb. to 12 oz. for each adult, and from 8 
oz. to 6 oz. for each child. At the other centres the grain was dis- 
tributed uncooked, but in similar proportions. In some cases, half 
the allowance of food was given, supplemented by a payment of f d. 
to each adult. Labourers on relief works were paid at rates varying 
from 2^d. to i^d. for the day’s work. Nursing mothers and very 
yocng children * received food twice daily. Much difficulty and 
delay were experienced in conveying the grain to Jamdi and Chakdi, 
owing to the want of roads and the number of rivers which had to 
be crossed at the most unfavourable season. During September, the 
worst month of the distress, the daily average number receiving food 
gratuitously at each centre was, — at Monghyr, 999; Jamui, 414; 
Pitsandi, 169; Sekandr^, 147; Shaikhpur^ 307; Chakdi, 56; 
Tegrd, 49 ; Begu Saxdi, 60. In October the number at Tegrd rose 
to 206. The daily average number employed on public works was 
at Monghyr, in August 629, in September 543; at Shaikhpurd, 
in October 150; and at Begu Sarii, in September 35. An assign- 
ment of ;j^5oo was also made by Government for the construction 
of a new road between Jamiii and Chakdf, which gave employment 
in October to 767 persons, at the same time that r8o were employed 
by the Monghyr Muhicipality on similar ,work. The highest total 
daily average number of persons obtaining public ’ relief throughout 
the District at any period of the famine was 3450. 

It was expected that the construction of the new chord line of the 
East India Railway, traversing the very tracts in which the distress 
was most severe, would have given employment at the time when it 
was most needed, but the rates offered by the contractors were not 
sufficiently high to attract labourers, in the face of the ruling prices 
of food. 

Another calamity was added to those already borne by the 
people, by an outbreak of cholera over the whole south-west of the 
District Deaths from this disease were very numerous, especially 
in Shaikhpuri and Sekandrd, amounting in the latter town to 24 in 
one day. In these cases there can be no doubt that the disease 
originated in the crowding together of large numbers of people, 
reduced by want of food to the lowest condition of bodily strength 
compatible with the retention of life. The number of deaths due to 
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disease, assisted or engendered hj want, was returned by the police 
month by month as follows: — 1866 — ^Januaiy, 22; February, 13; 
March, 18 ; April, 36; May, 37; June, 43 j July, 45; August, 100; 
September, 56; October, 68; November, 103 ; December, 64: total, 
605. At the same time, deaths from actual starvation were given 
as 9 in February, 2 in March, 5 in April, ii in May, 17 in June, 35 
in July, 160 in August, 136 in September, 158’ in October, 90 in 
November, and 19 in December ; total, 642. 

The following prices for food-grains prevailed during the course 
of the famine: — 1865, September — ^rice, from 15 to for the 

rupee, or from 7s. 5|d, to 9s. 4d. per hundredweight; pulses, I2| 
to 8 sers fox the rupee, or 8s. ii|d. to 14$. per hundredweight; 
Indian corn, 20 sers for the rupee, or 5 s. 7^d. per hundredweight, 
December — rice, from 13 to sers for the rupee, or 8s. 7f d. to ns. 
9|d. per hundredweight; pulses, 13 to 8 sers for the rupee, or 8s. 
7|d. to 14s. per hundredweight; Indian com, 17 to 13I sers for the 
rupee, or 6s. 7d. to 8s. i|d. per hundredweight 1866, March — 
rice,' loj to 8 sers for the rupee, or los. ScL to 14s. per hundred- 
weight; pulses, 15 to 8 J sers for the rupee, or 7s. 5^d. fo 13s. 2^d. 
per hundredweight; Indian com, 17 to 13 sers, for the mpee, 01 
6s. 7d. to 8s. 7|d. per hundredweight May — ^rice, 9 to 8 sers for 
the rupee, or 12s. 5^d. to 14s. per hundredweight ; pulses, 12 to '9 sers 
for the rupee, or 9s. 4d. to 12s. 5jd. per hundredweight; Indian 
corn, 15 to 13 sers for the rupee, or 7s. sjd.to 8s. 7fd. per hundred- 
weight July — rice, 7^ to 7 sers for the rupee, or 14s. ii|d. to i6s. 
per hundredweight; pulses, 10 to 8|- sers for the rupee, or ns. 2|d. 
to 13s. 2jd. per hundredweight ; Indian com, 14 to 10 sers for the 
rupee, or 8s. to ns. 2jd. per hundredweight. September— -rice, 7|- 
to 7 sers fox the rupee, or 14s. n;Jd. to 16s. per hundredweight; 
pulses, 10 to g sers for the rupee, or ns. 2^d; to 12^ 5|d. per 
hundredweight ; Indian corn, 30 to 20 sers for the rupee, or 3s. 8|d. 
to 5s. 7^d. per hundredweight November — ^rice, 9 to 8J sers for the 
rupee, or 12s. s|d. to 13s. 2^d. per hundredweight; pulses, n to 9 
sers for the rupee, or los. 2d. to 12s. 5^d. per hundredweight; 
Indian corn, 35 to 20 sers for the rupee, or 3s. 2|d. to 5s. ’7^d. per 
hundredweight. 

The Scarcity of 1874 was also due to an unfavourable rainfall 
in tne previous year. The rains commenced towards the end of 
June 1873, and continued during July and August, being in both 
the latter months more plentiful than in ordinary years. With the- 
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beginning of September a change ensued, and the normal rainfall 
of 8*31 inches fell to 3*61; whilst in October, which has usually 
4 ‘5 6 inches, there was not a single shower. Injurious as this 
deficiency must have been to the later crops, such as the aghani 
rice, it was much less so in the later months of the rains than in 
1865. The District reports represent the crops towards the end 
of the year to have been very inferior to those of an ordinary 
season. The rain had ceased at a very critical time; and even 
where the plant did not wither, it failed to form the grain-bearing 
earT* In fact, the late rice harvest was not more than half an 
average crop in the whole District, and even less than this in 
parts. The result, however, of the very good rain of July and 
August 1873 was, that the bhadai rice, inahud^ and Indian corn 
were fairly good, although in some places they had suffered from 
inundations. I'he alarm was given very early in the year, and 
relief measures were commenced in November. The distress did 
not show itself soon, and the numerous railway stations on the 
loop and chord lines put the whole of the south of the District 
in a position of comparative safety, if at any time serious scarcity 
should appear. The condition of the north of the District, 
as it principally depends on cold-weather crops, could not be 
known till the beginning of 1874, when these are harvested. The 
only part of the north in which distress seemed imminent before 
that period was the tract round Bakhtiydr]>ur in the north-east 
corner of the District, touching Tirhut and the Siipiii Subdivision 
of Bhdgalpiir, in which rice is largely produced, and had failed. 

The following minute was recorded by Sir Richard Temple 
concerning Monghyr District on the 28th March 1874, when all 
the crops of the year had been reaped, and the position of affairs 
could be estimated with considerable accuracy : — ^ The District is 
divided by the Ganges into two parts, northern and southern. On 
both banks of the river, especially northern, there are spring 
crops which have turned out excellently well, and thus a large 
portion of the District is placed beyond the reach of apprehension. 
But in , the northern part of the District there is a tract named 
Bakhtiyirpur, included in the thdnd of Gogri, which is separated, 
from the basin of the Ganges by a belt of swamp, and in which the 
main staple of rice has failed, having only produced a one-sixteenth 
to one-eighth yield. In the southern part is also a broad tract, 
comprising the thd 7 ids of Shaikhpur^ and Sekandrd, dependent 
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mainly on the rice crop, which for. the most part failed, having a 
yield of only three-sixteenths. There is also a hilly tract around a 
branch of the Vindhias, jutting out against the Ganges, within which 
the rice crop has failed, especially near Kharakpur, which belongs 
to the Darbhangah Rij. Throughout the District there are autumn 
crops, Indian com and the like, which last proved indifferent, with 
a yield of only six-sixteenths. The general situation may be 
summarized thus. Several tracts of the District have lost the 
greater part of their food-supply for nearly a year; but in juxta- 
position with these there are tracts with excellent crops. There 
are as good facilities for trade and communication as could reason- 
ably be expected in any District. At present the poorer classes in 
the distressed tracts are engaged in cutting the harvest in the 
flourishing portions of the District; and when this employment 
ceases, that is, in a few days more, they will probably in 
great numbers suddenly on the hands of Government for 'reKef. 
Thus the period of distress will be probably at its worst from the 
15th April till the 15th June, when, if the rains fall favourably, 
employment will be again obtainable. But the distress, though 
mitigated, will last till the produce of the autumn crop comes in 
by the beginning of September, after which time it will cease. 

requested the. Collector to estimate the number- of persons 
whom he expects will need assistance from , Government He 
takes 40 per cent, on the population of the Bakhtiydrpur portion of 
the Gogri ihdnd^ on the population of the Shaikhpui 4 and Sekandr^ 
thdnds^ and on the population round Kharakpur ; which calculation 
^ves ‘this result : — Gogri, 42,000 ; Sekandr^, 44,000 ; Shaikhpur^, 
79^000; Kharakpur, 7000 : total, 172,000 persons. I would accept 
this part of the estimate. It is further agreed that we must pro- 
vide for the whole number for two months, from 15th April td 15 th 
June. The Collector thinks that from r5th June to ist October 
we should provide for a quarter of the number. The Commis- 
sioner thinks that it would not be safe to take less than a half. 
The result of the two calculations may be seen thus Estimate by 
Commissioner — 172,000 for two months at | s^fr (i^ lbs.) per day, 
193,500 mans ; 86,000 for three and a half months atf (ij lbs.) 
per day, 167,312 mans: total, 362,812 mans. Estimate by Col- 
lector — 1^2,000 for two months at | ser (i| lbs.) per day, 193,500 
mans ; 43,000 for three and a half months at f ser (i| lbs.) per day, 
84,656 .mans : total, 278,156, I concur in the Commissioners 
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estimate, and consider that 360,000 mans^ plus five per cent or 
18,000 mans for wastage, .making 378,000 mans in all, should lE>e 
provided for Monghyr District Already 300,000 mans have been 
ordered by the locat Government, of which 192,000 mans have 
been stored. Besides this, there are 20,000 mans stored by the 
Darbhangah Court of Wards at Kharakpur, which, added to the 
192,000, makes up 212,000 manSy leaving 166,000 mans ytt to be 
sent But as the grain already sent consists of rice, the remainder 
can conveniently be supplied, if the Government sees fit, by mixed 
gram obtained in the North-Western Provinces. 

*1 have the pleasure to state that the Commissioner and the 
Collector speak in high terms of the conduct of the zaminddrs 
in the distressed tracts, who are maintaining their tenantry from 
their own resources, taking advances from Government for this 
purpose, and constructing tanks and such-like* works in the villages. 
The number of such tanks is reported to be at least thirty-four. 
The Darbhangah Court of Wards, also, through Mr. Roberts, the 
local manager, is setting the best example to neighbouring zamin- 
by storing grain, constructing works, and assisting rayats. The 
amount of cash advances obtained from Government is, — Advances 
for purchase of grain, Rs. 56,800 ; for land improvement, Rs. 
33,790; and generally for helping rayats, Rs. 11,300: total, Rs. 
101,890. The length of relief roads amounts to 254 miles. The 
number of relief labourers, including those employed by zaminddrs 
on their tanks and those employed by the Court of Wards, may be 
stated for the present at 12,000. This is less than the numbers 
for some of the previous periods ; but, as already explained, the 
people have gone off to the harvesting.' 

On the 24th April it was reported that, except in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bakhtiy^ur, the condition of the District was on the 
whole satisfactory. The cold-weather crops had been succeeded by 
a good mahud crop ; supplies were ample, and there had been no 
great export of rahi ' grain, whilst the number of persons on relief 
works had fallen to 5364. At the end of May the condition of 
affairs was generally favourable, and in most cases improved ; but 
the circle officer of Bakhtiy^pur stated that ^ there can be no doubt 
that but for the timely assistance of Government, many thousands 
of persons would have died of starvation in this circle.' xxl this 
period 261,535 mans of Government grain had been stored, of 
which 22,639 mans had been expended, consisting of 830 mans 
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advanced to cultivators, mans sold to labourers and the 

public, and 4234 mans gratuitously distributed. On the 8th August, 
none of. the subdivisional or circle officers reported any distress^ and 
a large ‘ihcoming hhadai harvest wa^ spoken of, except .on the low 
lands near Lakhisarai, where this crop was destroyed by floods in the 
Keul. The circle officer of that tract remarked:' ‘The cultivatots 
here sow on chance every year, and do not get a ■ crop once in 
five years. This year their hopes were perhaps raised by the 
advanced stage to which the crop reached, while the result was the 
more unfortunate, owing to the short crop of last year.’ At this period 
mans of grain had be^ consumed, of which 132,949 mans 
were advances to rayats and zaminddrs^ 47j072 mans sold to the 
public or to labourers, 14,126 mans gratuitously distributed, and 
15,376 mans expended in payment in kind to labourers. 

On the 3d October all relief had ceased. In a report of 
the Collector gives the expenditure of rice as 227,502 mans 
tons, of which 150,090 mans were advances to rayats and zamin- 
ddrs^ 16,148 mans sold to labourers, 50,971 ?nans sold to the 
public, and 8856 mans given in charitable relief. The total amount 
stored was 238,529 mans. The difference between this and the 
grain expended, 11,017 mans^ was disposed of subsequently by sale. 
In another return of the same date, the financial results of the 
scarcity are stated as follows :r— Placed /to credit of Public Works 
Department, ;j^i6,8i7 ; for transport of grain, ^6g,i&8 ; disbursed 
to officers in charge of transport, £^^08 ; construction p£ store- 
houses, ^516; payment of storehouse establishments, 
miscellaneous charges, £iS9S) advances -for purchase of grain, 
;;^7625; advances to municipalities, ;^5oo ; advances for land 
improvement, ;^4449; advances to cultivators, total, 

;^ii3,o88. These figures, although they had not then been fully 
audited, are approximately correct, and may be taken as the cost of 
the famine relief, exclusive of the price of Government grain and 
its transport ontside the District. These latter items may be roughly 
put down at Ps. 5 or los. a man, giving a cost of 9,259, which, 
with the expenditure before mentioned, makes a total expenditure for 
famine relief of all kinds of of this, the advances, amount- 

ing to ;!^i 8,336 and ;^52,532, the value of the 150,090 mans of 
grain advanced to rayats and zaminddrs respectively, ^n average of 
Rs. 3. 8 or 7s. zman, in all £•] 0,868, will be in large part recovered. 

Famine Warnings.. The maximum price of unhusked and 
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husked rice during /the famine of 1865-66 ^eems to have been 13 and 
8 s€rs per rupee, or 8s. 7fd. and 14s. per hundredweight The rates 
have recovered from the effects of the then scarcity; but as the general 
tendency of prices has been and still is upwards, it is improbable 
that those which existed before that calamity will ever again obtain. 
The Collector reported in 1871, before the experience of 1874, that 
* when rice Reached the price of from ten to twelve sers per rupee, or 
IIS. 2fd. to 9s. 4d. per hundredweight, famine rates may be held to 
have beep reached. I can give no other reason for determining this 
pgaiHcuIar rate but that it seems a reasonable one in the opinion of 
others besides myself. If, also, as is certainly the case, the poor live 
from hand to mouth, an increase of almost double in the price of their 
food must be sufficient to reduce them to extremity. The partial 
failure of the rice crop would be a sufficient warning of famine; so 
also the sale of rice in January and February at sixteen sers for the 
rupee, or 7s. per hundredweight. The District depends on the rice 
crop chiefly, and I do not consider that other crops can compensate 
for its failure. Considering that we have two lines of rail, and also 
river communication, I think we are sufficiently secure from isola- 
tion. The only remedial measure I suggest, in case of famine, is 
the prompt importation and storing of grain.’ 

Foreign and Absentee Landlords. — In 187 the Collector 
reported that sixteen European residents were registered proprietors 
of landed property in Monghyr, paying £32:^4, 14s. od. Govern- 
ment revenue; and that there were 5155 Musalmdn proprietors, 
paying ;^23, 509, 17s. 7^d. Less than one-fourth of the District 
was owned by absentee landlords. 

The Roads of Monghyr District for the most part pass through 
or radiate from the headquarters station. The principal of these 
are 'not metalled. The following are the old roads of the District, 
as specially returned to me in 1871 by the Collector, together 
with their length, annual cost of repair, and the names of the chief 
markets situated on them : — (i) TheBhdgalpur Road, extending four- 
teen miles from the town of Monghyr to the boundary of Ghordghdt; 
total annual cost of repair, ;^5o, or £3, iis. 5^d. a mile ; markets 
at Mah^deva, Baridrpur, and Ghor^ghdt. This road has lately been 
metalled as far as Baridrpur. (2) The Patnd Road, extending 
thirty-five miles from Monghyr to Barhiy^, partly under construction 
in 1870 ; with markets at B^h^chauki, Mednich^uki, Sdrajgarha, 
Bjllguzdr, and Barhiya. It runs about four miles north of the rail- 
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way, skirting the river, and carries a large local trade. (3) The 
Tirhut Road, from the bank of the Ganges opposite Monghyr, west- 
wards and north-west for forty-six miles to the frontier at Rasidpur, 
partly under construction in 1870* with large markets 'at Baliyd, 
Bishnupur, Begu Sar^f, Tegr^, and R^nfgodnd!. Large portions of 
this road are liable to be flooded in the rains. (4) The Kharakpur 
Road, joining Kharakpur with the Bari^rpur railway station, metalled, 
eleven miles in length ; annual cost, according to a return of the 
executive engineer, or £ 6 ^, 12s. 8fd. a mile. (5) The 

Sdrajgarha Road, joining the river-side market of Sdrajgarhawith the 
Kajr£ railway station, eight miles in length, metalled ; annual cost 
of repair, ;^ioo, or los. od. a mile, (6) The Lakhanpur 

Road, from the Sultdnganj railway station, six miles in length in 
Monghyr District, metalled 3 costing annually ;7^Soo, of £^^y 6sl 8d. 
a mile. (7) The Jamdi Road, joining the Subdivisional town with 
the Lakhisarai railway station, twenty-three miles in length, partly 
under construction in 1871 ; with markets at Gausganj, Dhand’, and 
Jamdf. (8) The Gairak Road, from Lakhisarai to Panhesa, twenty 
miles long, and passing through the large commercial town of 
Shaikhpurl (9) The Sekandrd Road, joining the town from which 
it is named with Shaikhpurd, seventeen and a half miles long. There 
are no markets on it, but it passes through a rich rice-producing 
country, (10) The Jamdlpur Road, from Monghyr, six miles long, 
and costing £^o a year in repairs, metalled. In 1871, the fourth, 
fifth, and sixth of these roads w^re under the supervision of the 
executive engineer of the Bhdgalpur Division, and of a supervisor 
at Monghyr. Since the date of the Collectors report giving the 
above informL,tion, the Road Cess Act of 1871 has been introduced, 
and the famine with its extensive relief works has taken place. A 
road (ii) from Jamdi through Gidhaur and Chakdl to the frontier 
of the Santdl Pargands, about forty miles long, is maintained by 
funds placed at the disposal of the Branch Committee at Jamdi, 
and raised under the operation of the Road Cess Act.- Another 
road (12) is similarly provided for from the Begu Sard! allotment, 
from the Tirhut boundary near the large Ruserd market, along the 
left bank of the Burd Gandak for about fifty-six miles to Gogri,^ear 
its mouth, whence it turns eastward for fourteen miles to ^ the 
Bhdgalpur frontier at Bhatkdr. The principal roads made, during 
the famine form a system traversing the rice country in which the 
rice failure was most severe. They are (13) ‘from Lakhisarai to 
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Sekandr£, sixteen miles ; (14) from Sekandrd to the Jamdi Head- 
quarters Subdivisional town, twelve miles; (15) from Jamiif town 
to the Jamiii railway station, four miles; and (16) from the Jamiii 
railway station to Ganjt^, at the foot of the Kharakpur hills, twelve 
miles. On the north of the Ganges, a short road (i 7), eight miles long, 
from Bakhtiyirpur to the Tirhut boundary, was also made in 1874. 

Railways. — Both the chord and loop lines of the East India 
Railway traverse Monghyr District. The length of the former 
within the District is fifty-six miles, and of the latter, including the 
Monghyr branch from Jam^lpur, forty-five miles, — in all, one hundred 
and one miles. The following are the stations and the distances 
between them: — On the chord line — (i) SimultaM to (2) Naw^di, 
eleven miles; to (3) Gidhaur, seven miles; to (4) Jamfii, nine 
miles ; to (5) Manipur, ten miles ; to (6) Lakhisaraf, eight miles ; 
to (7) Barhiyi, nine miles. On the loop line — (8) Bariirpur to 
(9) Jamdlpur, six miles; to (10) Monghyr, six miles; to (ii) 
Dar^rd, seven miles; to (12) Kajr^, eleven miles; and from Kajr^ 
to Lakhisaraf, eleven miles. 

Manufactures — Iron. — Mongh^T was formerly famous for its 
iron woVks, the best firearms and swords in India being made here. 
In Dr. Buchanan Hamilton's time, the following articles are men- 
tioned as being commonly made : — Double-barrel guns, rifles, single- 
barrel fowling-pieces, muskets, blunderbusses, ordinary matchlocks, 
carved matchlocks, single-barrel pistols, double-barrel pistols, tea 
kettles, fish kettles, iron ovens, saucepans, frying-pans, snuffers, iron 
colanders, chafing irons, chamber stoves or grates, kitchen stoves, 
ladles, ramrods, swords, spears, table knives and forks, scissors, bits 
foT bridles, stirrup irons, horse shoes and hob nails, spurs, hatchets, 
hoes, padlocks, chest locks and door locks, hinges, clamps for boat- 
building, nails for clinker-built boats, common nails, curry-combs, 
sickles without teeth, spuds for cutting grass for horses, large sickles 
for cutting grass, sickles with teeth, palanquin and cast-iron furniture, 
corkscrews, razors, tongs, coarse needles, and wheel spindles. The 
iror requisite was obtained chiefly from Kharakpur, and was con- 
sidered superior to that of Birbhuin or Haz^ib^h. At the present 
time a good double-ban el smoothbore, a serviceable though heavy 
weapon, is procurable in Monghyr for ^£2^ and a large double-barrel 
pistol for The art of plating sword handles and other articles 
with gold and silver is still carried on ; and inlaying affords occupa- 
tion to some twenty families. 



138 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF MONGHYF 


Iron smelting is very primitive, the furnace consisting of kneaded 
clay, with a rude though ingenious bellows attached. The fire is 
first lit in the furnace, and the ore dropped from above on it. The 
bellows are deserving of description. They are formed from a 
cylinder of wood two feet in diameter and nine inches high, hollowed 
out so as to leave thin edges and a thin bottom, and the top is 
covered with a hide, tied firmly round the mouth. The skin is itself 
larger than the space it covers, and can be moved up or down. In 
its centre is a hole about an inch in diameter, through which is 
passed a wooden button that holds a string tied to the end of a 
bamboo, which acts as a spring, and when at rest raises the skin so 
that its upper surface is a concave. Two of these bellows are 
placed close to each other. The workman who is to blow with 
them puts his heel on the hole in one skin and depresses it, expel- 
liaig the wind by the nozzle. He then puts his other heel on the 
other hole, and thus, treading alternately on the two cylinders, ex- 
pels the wind, while the spring raises the hide when he lifts one of 
his feet to throw the whole of his weight on the other. When ‘it is 
wanted to increase the power, another workman stands behind, and 
both tread at the same time. A strange superstition is connected 
with this simple process, which is explained as referable to the belief 
in the power of the male arid female infi^uences, so common in the 
rudenas well as the more advanced religions of India, A woman 
usually clasps her arms round the waist of the man who blows, but 
takes no further part in the operation. 

Indigo. — The great European industry connected with tile pre- 
paration of indigo has now for a long time taken the first place 
amongst manufactures in this District, and still holds that position. 
The area under indigo cultivation is estimated at 10,000 acres, and 
the out-turn at 4000 mans^ or about 143 tons. The manner of 
cultivation and the processes of manufacture are the same as in the 
neighbouring District of Tirhut, and have been fully described in the 
Statistical Account of that District.. In 1870, the officer in charge 
of the Begu Sar£f Subdivision, in which nearly all the chief factories 
are situated, furnished a return for the previous year of the amount of 
land under indigo cultivation, the out-turn, the labour employed, and 
the capital expended in the five concerns by which this industry is 
almost entirely carried on. The Manjhaul concern cultivated 6000 
highds^ produced 600 mans of indigo, employed from 1000 to 3000 
hands, and annually expended 11,500; at ;^25 a man, the 
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average price of Mongliyr indigo in the Calcutta market, the value 
of the produce would be ;£i5,ooo. T^lie Begu Sar^f concern 
cultivated 3000 bighds^ produced 100 mans of indigo, employed 800 
handsy and annually expended 0,000. The Bhagwdnpur concern 
cultivated 3500 bighds, produced 400 mafis oi indigo^ employed 1000 
hands, and annually expended ;^i 0,000. The Begamsardf concern 
cultivated 2000 bighds, produced 90 mans of indigo, employed 600 
hands, and annually expended ;2^6ooo. The Daulatpur concern culti- 
vated 6000 bighds^ produced 400 mans of indigo, employed 3000 
hands, and annually expended 7,000. The out-turn in 1869 was 
in all cases veiy much under the amount of produce in average years. 
In 1875, Collector, Mr. Lockwood, informed me, on the authority 
of an experienced planter, that in average years the out-turn of Man- 
jhaul is 1800 mans ; Begu Sarii, 300 mans ; Bhagwdnpur, 1000 
mans; Begamsarai, 600 mans. He gave no information about 
Daulatpur. He also estimated the total amount of land under culti- 
vation as 16,000 bighds. These bighds are of the larger size in use 
on the north of the Ganges, so that the area under indigo cultivation 
maybe put down at 10,000 acres, which corresponds with the return 
for 1869. 

Minor Industries. — A coarse kind of soap is made from tallow 
and linseed oil, mixed in the proportion of seven parts of the first to 
one of the second, and boiled in a ley formed with quicklime and 
carbonate of soda. At Monghyr itself, bootmakers and cabinet- 
makers are much more skilful than in most parts of Bengal, Euro- 
pean articles being very closely imitated. The principal ornamental 
woods used are those of the tdl or palm and ebony. The manu- 
facture of water-bottles of clay or sardis is carried on. The best are 
made of black earth obtained from near Chandisthdn. For colour- 
ing them, a red clay called gdbi^ found at Sftikund, is used. Stone 
and slate is also cut and dressed, a large nuinbir of the lingds for 
the temples of Siva being obtained from the chlorite summits of 
the Monghyr hills. 

The extensive slate quarries in pargand Abhaipur are the property 
of Messrs. Ambler &: Co., of Monghyr ; but they do not seem to be 
a profitable speculation. At the end of the working season of 
1873-74, the Company returned a total loss of ^^3000 since the 
opening of the quarries. During the year 1874-75, the disburse- 
ments were— Wages .of labourers, > carriage of 

slate, ;j^S4, is. o|d.; purchase of materials, ;^22, los. 4d. ; rent 
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payable at Monghyr and at quarries, £210 ; cost of establishment, 
^240, 8s. ad. ; miscellaneous expenses, £66^ 17s. 5|d : total dis- 
bursements, los. ,7^d. The receipts were — Sale of slate, 

^548, 6s. 7^d. ; rent, ^36; miscellaneous receipts, total 

receipts, ^^595, 6s. 7:^d. Loss in 1874-75, ;^586, 4s. ojd. 

Colouring Materials. — The following account of the colouring 
materials used or found in the District of Monghyr is principally 
derived from a report on the subject drawn up by the Collector, 
Mr. Lockwood, in 1875: I have added at the end some informa- 
tion obtained from other sources. The kusum, or safflower, here is 
very inferior in quality to that produced in Lower Bengal, and is 
not made into cakes or prepared in any way for exportation ; nor 
does it undergo the partial fermentation and washing employed else- 
where to remc^^e a light yellow colour it contains, and which cannot 
be fixed. Eastern Bengal safflower fetches from Rs. 40. o. o to 
Rs. 50. o, o or from £5, 12s. od. to £7 per hundredweight. 

In this District the value of the dry petals is only about Rs. 5. o. o 
to Rs. 6. 6. 5 per man, or 14s. to i8s. rid. per hundredweight 
The Collector thinks it is well worthy of attention, considering the 
high range of prices, to ascertain whether a better description of 
plant could not be grown in Monghyr, and the proper processes for 
preparing the dye for the market introduced. The approximate 
extent of land under safflower, which is a cold-weather crop^^ he 
estimates at 5000 h^Ads in ordinary years. He. adds : ‘ I do not, 
however, remember to have seen a field of safflower standing alone. 
It is grown along with mustard, poppy, and cAi/^d, about ten pounds 
of seed being required in sowing an acre, the cost of which is four 
dnnds or 6d. ; preparing the land may be put down as averaging 
Rs. 3 or 6s.^ There is nothing peculiar in the method of cultivation. 
The flowers give three or four pickings during the year, yielding a 
total out-turn of eighty pounds weight per acre. They are mostly 
used in this District for home consumption. The leaves are merely 
boiled in order to extract the dye. ZdAt, or lac-dye, obtained in 
the preparation of shellac, was formerly in great demand, and com- 
manded high prices, as it was considered to give a colour nearly 
equal to that obtained from cochineal. But since the introduction 
of the aniline dyes, /dA/ has become a drug in the market. Aniline 
dyes, or, as they are locally called, Md/l rangs, are in general 
use, and appear almost entirely to have superseded native dyes. 
The result has been heavy loss to the dyeing castes. Simbrik is 
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also used in Monghyr. It is a sulphate of mercury or cinnabar, im- 
ported from* China, and applied as a pigment. Haldi^ or turmeric, 
obtained from a species of Curcuma, gives a yellow dye, which, how- 
ever, is not permanent Acetate of alumina, chloride of tin, and 
sulphate of iron are generally used as mordants; but only the last 
mentioned is found in the District Peri is a yellow dye, prepared 
from the urine of cows fed solely on mango leaves. It fetches 
Rs. 4 per ser^ or 4s. a pound. In Calcutta the price is said to be 
just double" the above, whence it is exported to Europe. One or two 
tracers in peri in Monghyr paid income tax on the profits of their 
trade. About 200 ma^s or a little more than seven tons weight of 
this colour are prepared yearly in this District The cow-keepers 
who trade in it are despised as ^ cow destroyers^ because the cows 
fed on mango leaves seldom live more than two years after they 
begin to eat their new fodder. Khdki^ or earth-coloured dye, is 
prepared from hariiaki (Terminalia chebula), the black myrobalan 
of commerce, by boiling it together with kassis^ a coarse sulphate 
of iron. 

Dr. Buchanan Hamilton gave the following description of the pro- 
cesses of dyeing as practised at Monghyr in i8ix, which for the 
colours mentioned are identical with those now employed. I have 
added the prices of the dyeing materials mentioned, as they now 
range in the markets of the District, for the sake of comparison with- 
those given by him. The ser referred to is equal to 2 dbs. 2^ oz. 

‘ In order’ to dye the pomegranate red, sorakh or kusumiy for three 
turbans twenty yards long by eighteen inches wide, take 3 sers of 
safflower, value R. i ; of impure carbonate of soda or sajiy 6 chhaidksy 
value I dnnd ' of any vegetable acid, lime juice, mango, or tamarind, 
to the value of f dnnd. Wash the flowers on a cloth strainer with 
six pots of water, each containing about 15 serSy until the water 
comes off clear. This coloured water is called pUiy and is used in 
dyeing green when mixed with turmeric and indigo. In about an 
hour after, wash the same flowers again with a further six pots of 
water. The water then obtained is called doholy and is of no use. 
Express all the water from the flowers, add the soda, and rub them 
together. Then place them on the strainer, and with one or one 
and a quarter pots of water wash out the colour, which is called 
sdhdby and is the proper dye. In this dip the three turbans, and 
knead them in, it well Tsie out the cloth and add the turmeric 
and acid ; then put in the cloth again, and having soaked wring 
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and dry it in tlie shade. The same operation is repeated with fresh 
flowers on the two following days. If a lighter colour is wanted, 
a little more water is added to the sdhdb; and if a bad, cheap colour 
is wanted, give the ' cloth only one or two dips instead of three. 
The best guldbi, or rose, colour, is obtained thus : — After having 
extracted the sdhdb colour as above^r the dyer ad^s' to the sam^ 
flowers another pot of water, which extracts a colour diaSltA ^achuya^ 
suflicient to dye four turbans of the size mentioned abovo. They 
are first dipped in this dye, then taken out and an acid added, and 
then dipped again and dried in the sun. Each turban brings -to the 
dyer 2 dmds, and the acid costs | dnnd, A paler rose cdlotfr.is 
given by taking \ ser of the sdhdb colour, adding 5 sers of water, and 
using this in the same manner. The dyeing three turbans of a bright 
pomegrans^^ brings the dyer Rs. 4. 8; o, and the four turbans, if a 
rose colour, 8 dnnds, — in all, Rs. 5. The cost is Rs, 3. ,6. 9. 

‘ Narangi^ or orange colour, and zard, or yellow, may be given 
either with the flowers of the singahdf (Nyctanthes arbor tristis) 
or of the fun (Cedrela foona), both nearly of the same quality, and 
used in the same manner ; but each turban requires 4 chhaidks of 
the former, while 6 chhatdks of the latter are necessary. The flowers 
are boiled in 3 sers of water to 2 sers of flowers. When cooled^ add 
1 1 sers of the sdhdb ^colour prepared as above from safflower, and 
one ser of water. In this dip the cloth, wring it, add some vegetable 
acid, and soak the turban in the mixture for twenty-four minutes ; 

■ then wring and dry it in the shade. This makes an orange of different 
shades, according to the quantity of cold water added. Each turban 
costs for dyeing 4 dnnds. The yellow colour is given in the same 
manner, except that no sdhdb is added, and in place of acid i 
chhatdk of alum, worth ^ dnnd, is employed. Three sers of -lowers 
also have to be boiled with 4 sers of water. If a light yellow is 
wanted, a little cold water is added to the dye when cool' 

In 1875 safflower in the District markets was sers 

or 2 J lbs. for the rupee ; singahdr flowers were somewliat cheaper, 
3 lbs. being procurable for the same money. Tun flowers cost a 
rupee for 3 sers or 6 lbs, ,The other materials used are not more 
expensive than at the beginning of this century. 

Commerce. — Monghyr is almost solely an agricultural District, 
and accordingly, its export trade consists mainly of agricultural 
products- The chief of these are food-grains, oil-seeds, gM, 
tobacco, sugar, and flour. There is besides a small trade in iron, 
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hides, lime, gunny-bags, dyes, and saltpetre. Amongst exported 
grains, fine rice and wheat take the, principal place ; the former is 
exported from some tracts in the south-west of the District by boat, 
Sdrajgarha, and occasionally by rail, and from the neighbour- 
hood of Kharakpur. Wheat is most cultivated in the Begu Sar^i 
Subdivision, and is exported from the large trade centre of Kha- 
gari^ by boat to Calcutta ; much is also grown south of the Ganges, 
and finds its way down the railway. The Collector, in 1875, in his 
Annual Administration Report, states : ‘ When I say that half the 
Beg i SbiH Subdivision is under wheat, and at least half the produce 
is exported, it will be seen that the trade in wheat is considerable.* 
The total acreage of this Subdivision is 492,160 acres; and the 
produce of a quarter of this area, at the average rate of five 
hundredweights to the acre, would be 24,608 tons, which represents 
the arinual wheat export from the north of the district. Figures 
will be subsequently given by which the amount of the wheat 
export of the south may be calculated. Barley is also an article of 
export trade, but in a far less degree than wheat, both because it 
is grown in smaller quantities, and because it forms an important 
part of the food of the lower classes, and is therefore reserved 
for home consumption. Gram is largely exported southward, 
chiefly to feed horses in Calcutta. The chief gram-growing part of 
this District is the belt of land bordering the Ganges between the 
Shaikhpur£ Road and the river, and separated from the inner country 
by the Dardr^ and Lakhisardf hills. Mustard is very largely grown. 
In the cold weather, the fields in the raM tracts on all sides are 
yellow with this crop. Far more is raised than is required for the 
District, and the surplus finds its way to Calcutta. Castor-oil is 
much grown, but not to the same extent as mustard, and the 
exports are proportionally smaller, TzI is a large crop in the 
southern portion of the District, on and neair the hills, and is also 
exported to Calcutta; GM is supplied by the buffaloes which 
roam over the Htaxkiyd prairies, and is exported to the southern 
Bengal Districts, often largely adulterated by admixture of the 
oil of the mahud tree. It is sometimes sent by rail, when there is 
a large demand in Calcutta, but otherwise by boat from Khagarid. 
The trade in agricultural products is mostly in the hands of natives 
of Bengal, chiefly from the metropolitan Districts and the Baxdwdn 
Division. They are mostly of the Telf and Sondr-baniyd castes. 
It mav be here remarked that the nice di.stinction by which the 
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wealthy members of the former caste are called Tills in Bengal, and 
•recognised as pure Siidras, does not exist in Behar, where Brdhmans 
do not take water from their hands. There are fifteen principal 
firms, or, as they are called, gadis^ of Bengali merchants in M6ngh3n: 
District engaged in the export trade to Calcutta. 

In 1872, the Collectpr, Mr. Barlow, obtained returns 01 their 
operations from the three largest of these firms, — that of B^bus 
Rakhal Sinh, Rdjkrishna Sinh, and Chandi Charn Sinh, which 
is locally known as the hard gadt, or great firm, and has branches 
at Khargari^, Shaikhpur^, Silrajgarha, and at Rosra in Darbhangd ; 
the firm of Bibus Ram Mohan De and Mathura Mohan ; and the 
firm of Bibus Sfb Chandra De and Ridhi Krishna De.-^The 
figures, which were supplied by these three firms, and verified by 
reference to their books, are exhibited in the table on p. 145. 

It may be observed that in the table referred to there is 
no mention of rice. The reason is that the rice trade is an up- 
Ganges one, in the bands of Khatrf merchants, and consigned for 
the most part to towns in the Benires Division, It is almost entirely 
river-borne, and its amount cannot be determined, as no registering 
station exists between its points of despatch and debarkation. 
Hides also form a considerable trade, carried by railway, which is 
chiefly in the hands of Musalm^ns. In 1874, twenty thousand 
were said to have been sent to Calcutta. Tobacco is also largely 
exported, though, considering the low price which it obtains in the 
market, it is difficult to understand how its cultivation pays the 
cultivator. The Collector reports that a planter of Begu Sardi, in 
1874, Met out about fifty htgMs of land v/ell manured for tobacco 
on the h/idoli system; a splendid crop was produced, and he sent 
his share to Cawnpur. The price realized was so small that he 
lost considerably by the transaction/ The Collector, however, is 
not without hope ; and adds : ^ I have no doubt whatever that, 
when sufficiently enterprising merchants are found, India will 
supply Europe with cigars. What we want are manufacturers 
to dry the leaf properly, and put th? :ljars in a shape whiten will 
pleasf^ the eye in England. At present tobacco manu- 

m tl’je mtiipe commands only about Ri 2. 2, 3 a 

a hundredweight/ He estimates that five imndred tons 
arc auixualiy exported to different parts of and Lower 

Bengal The other exports are hardware, cheap firearm^ slates, 

eaniinued on pags 148 , 
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Sentence continued from pagi 144.] 

iron, tasar silk, string made from the sdbi grass, cabinet ware, and 
furniture in insignificant quantities. The long plumes of the egret 
or paddy bird, procurable during, the rains, and the long scapular 
feathers of the plotis or Indian snake-bird, are collected for sale. 
These birds affect the vast swamps in the northern part of the 
District, and are usually shot in the evening as they roost on the 
egur trees which stand out of the water. The plumes sell for 
about a guinea an ounce, but would be worth much more in 
England. 

River Trade Statistics. — In 1872 a system of boat registra- 
tion was established at S^hibganj on the Ganges, about seventy 
miles below the point where that river leaves this District. The 
river trade is largest in the last six months of the year, during the 
rains and for some time after. It deqreases steadily during the first 
half of the year, and is at its lowest at the beginning of June. The 
table on pp. 146-147 shows the statistics of the total Ganges-borne 
trade of the District, which passes S^Hibganj (both iip and down 
stream), for the year 1S72, arranged according to half-years. 

Statistics of Railwav Traffic. — I am enabled, by the 
courtesy of Mr. 'Carter, traffic manager of the East India Rail- 
way, to give the following details of the export trade by railway 
from Monghyr District during the two half-years of 1872 and the 
first six months of 1875 (pile table on pp. 149-153). I have not 
given the returns for the intermediate years, because both 1873 and 
1874 were largely affected by the unusual circumstances arising from 
the drought of the first and the great relief operations of the second 
yean The figures are given station by station, and are estimated in 
mans of eighty pounds weight 

It is interesting to observe how the railway-borne trade diminishes 
as the Ganges traffic increases, and vice versd For the six months 
ending June 1872, the total Ganges-borne trade of Mon'ghyr 
amounted to 209,881 mans; while the exports by rail during the 
same period were 421,877 mans. . During the second half of 1872, 
the Ganges traffic amounted to 737,857 mans; while the railway 
exports were only 278,470. 

Capital is usually employed either in trade or in loans, and is 
not generally hoarded. The rate of interest in small loans, where 
the borrower pawns -some article such as ornaments or household 

[Sentefice continued on fage 154. 
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Railway Goods Traffic for 1872, and first Six Months of 1875. 
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Boots and shoes, . 

... 

... 

... 

Z2 

2 

... 

... 

... 


Brass and brassware, 

... 

... 


41 

50 

... 

170 

23 

X51 

Coal, . . . • 

Copper and copperware, 

... 

... 

28 

... 


... 

90 

X03 . 

24 

Cotton, .... 

... 

... 

25 


... 

... 

73 

37 

18 

Cotton twist, . 

... 

29 

81 

... 

... 

... 

3 


44 

Dye woods, . 

... 

... 

... 

5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Firewood, 

... 

... 

... 

1014 

195 

... 

42 


... 

Flour, .... 

... 

... 

... 

137 

X65 

52 

X 39 

IS 

254 

Fruits (dried), 

... 

... 

... 

... 


5 

63 

(^4 

2 

Fruits (fresh). 

... 

... 

... 

24 

81 


389 

183 

Furniture, 


... 

s 

28 

134 

II 

107 

16 

Food-grains and pulses. 

3500 

3682 

II, 061 

476 

1571 

697 

36,965 

16,758 

65,025 

Glass, .... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

4 

7 

14 

... 

15 

Ghi and oil, ... 

... 


70 

68 

269 

61 

471 

94 

ii 775 

Govt, ordnance stores, . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


Government commis-*) 










sariat stores, . j 





... 


283 



Gunny bags, . 

24 

19 

10 

5 

6 

X 7 

114 

54 ° 

Harness and saddlery, . 

... 

... 

... 




... 

... 

6 

Hemp, jute, and flax, . 

... 

... 

... 



6,738 

... 

113 

Hides and horns, . 

62 

97 

20 

439 

199 

25 

2,404 

7 i 273 

Indigo, .... 

... 


... 

37 

13 

... 

170 

3.468 

X 53 

Iron, .... 

... 

28 

159 

... 

1401 

3,006 

XS 

69 

256 

Taggery sugar, 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

109 

63 

... 

I.ac dye and shellac. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

33 


4 

I.ac r«use and stick lac, 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

10 


IS 

Lime, .... 

... . 

... 

... 


164 

... 

34 

2,797 


Mahnd flowers. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

X13 


196 

Minerals, 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

t. 


... 

Medical stores, 



... 

... 

... 


... 

3 

2 

Oil-cake, 


... 

*.. 

... 

132 

43 

57 

107 

417 

Oilman's stores and! 






X 5 




provisions, . J 

Paper, .... 


... 

... 


... 

72 

22 

i 16 

16 

Piece goods, . 

... 

I 

... 

42 

S 3 

32 

479 1 

238 

904 

Planks 

... 

... 

... 


2 

1,858 

94 


8 

Railway materials. 

... 

... 

... 

3117 

437 


279 

i>i 53 

Roots and dry ginger, . 

... 

... 



... 


253 

Safflower, 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

3 


5 

Salt, .... 

•** 

369 

... 

10 

46 


106 

327 

... 

Saltpetre, 

... 


... 




3.665 

1.308 

2,152 

48 

58,153 

Satranjis and carpets, . 
Seeds, . 

2335 

38s 

4 » 29 S 

17 

2K>0 

21 

56 

94 

18,987 

7 

4.232 

Silk 

Spelter and zinc, . 


... 

... 

... 

... 



4 

84 

3 

134 

Spices, .... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 

II 

Stone (dressed) 

... 

... 



10 

43^448 


... 

24 

Stone (rubble), 

.... 

... 

... 

... 

62 

24 

34 

E 

Sugar . . * . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

26 

655 

los 

sB 6 

Tamarind, 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

11 

... 


Tea, .... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

10 

3 

... 



Timber, 

96 

... 

1,212 

... 

11 

35 X 

... 

301 

199 

Tin and tinware, . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

... 


Turmeric, 

... 

... 

... 

I 

9 

... 

118 

1,609 

726 

Tobacco (raw). 

... 

... 

83 

... 

... 

33 

2,417 

2,360 

Tobacco (manufactured), 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

. 3 

... 

*46 

Wearing apparel, . 

... 

... 


15 

31 

27 

78 

150 

Bricks, . . . - 

... 

... 


92 

... 


... 


Miscellaneous, , . 

622 

508 

1.588 

2676 

3453 

2.350 

3.X48 

S.961 

3»705 

Total, 

6639 

5118 

18,635 

r 8463 

1 8707 

|S 2 i 37 S 

s 76,291! 

); 4 I,SI£ 

) 147105 
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Railway Goods Traffic of Monghyr District — continued. 



Kajrd. 

1873. 

t 87S* 

Jan.- 

June, 

Dec. 

Jan.- 

June. 


Betel-nuts and leaves, . 
Blankets, 

Boots and shoes, . 

Brass and brassware, . 
Coal, . . 

Copper and copperware, 
Cotton, . . 

Cotton twist. 

Dye woods, . 

Firewood, 

Flour, . , . . 

Fruits (dried), 

Fruits (fresh), 

Furniture, 

Food-grains and pulses, 
Glass, .... 
GM and oil, . 

Govt, ordnance stores, . 
Government commis- ) 
sariat stores, . j 
Gunny bags, . . 

Harness and saddlery, . 
Hemp, jute, and flax, . 
Hides and horns, . 
Indigo, .... 
Iron, .... 
Jaggery sugar, 

Lac dye and shellac, 

Lac refuse and stick lac, 
Lime, . . , . 

Makud flowers, 

Minerals, 

Medical stores. 

Oil-cake, 

Oilman's stores and\ 
provisions, . j 
Paper, .... 
Piece goods, . ... 

Planks, .... 
Railway materials, 

Roots and dry ginger, . 
Safflower, • . 

Sait, .... 
Saltpetre, 

Satranjis and carpets, . 
Seeds, .... 

Silk 

Spelter and zinc, , 
Spices, .... 
Stone (dressed), . 

Stone (rubble), 

Sugar, .... 

I Tamarind, . 

Tea, .... 
Timber, 

Tin and tinware, . 
Turmeric, 

Tobacco (raw), 

Tobacco (manufactured), 
^Wearing apparel, . 
'Bricks, . . . . I 

Miscellaneous, 


mans. mans, mans, I mans. mans. mans. I mans. mans. mans. 


2062 1156 11,247123, 


25 ... 

■»497 13/809 


051 16,854! 


85 54 

35 

II5 46 

419 

14 


I 


1,169 1,272 

447 

6,103 4*142 

714 


150 ... 

1932 7,844 3,061 


557 2992 5,558 


396 28 236 

3015 4661 19,293! 
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Railway Goods Traffic of Monghyr District — continued. 


' 

Nawidf. 

Ghidaur. 

Jamdi. 1 

Articles. 

1872, 

1875. 

1872. 

1875. 

1872. 

1875. 


Jan.- 

July- 

Jan.- 

Jan.- 

July- 

Jan.- 

Jan.- 

July- 

Dee. 

Jan.- 


June. 

Dec. 

June. 

June. 

Dec. 

June. 

June. 

June. 

Betel-nuts and leaves, . 

■mans. 

mans. 

mans. 

mans. 

mans. 

mans. 

mans. 

mans. 

mans. 

14 

... 



... 

... 

... 


... 

Blankets, ... 

Boots and shoes, . 







5 



Brass and brassware, . 
Coal, .... 

... 

3 



... 


S 3 

20 

39 

Copper and copperware, 
Cotton, .... 

... 

... 

... 


... 



‘”6 

94 

Cotton twist, 


' 








Dye woods, . 










Firewood, 

... 







96 

H 

8 

0 

■ Flour, .... 

4 

II 

2 






Fruits (dried), 

Fruits (fresh), . . 


5 

12 



6 


10 

4 



Furniture, , . • 

218 

18 

40 


... 

3 



45 

Food-grains and pulses, 

103 

193 

508 

46 

46 

793 

1,847 

673 

S.23S 

Glass, .... 



4 



Ghi and oil, ... 

29 

73<5 

I 


9 

... 

85 

1,290 

550 

Govt, ordnance stores, . 
Government commis-") 



... 


... 





sariat stores, . / 

... 

... 

. ... 


... 

... 

... 


... 

Gunny bags, . 

3 

14 

IS 

... 

... 

2 

81 

140 

220 

Harness and saddlery, . 
Hemp, jute, and flax, . 





... 

... 

9 

... 


Hides and horns, . 

52 

59 

68 


87 

53 

1,622 

‘^s 

1,173 

Indigo, .... 

7 



12 

15 

... 



Iron, .... 

387 


... 

21 


... 

... 

2 

89 

Jaggery sugar, . . 

Lac dye and shellac, 

240 

3 


... . 

... 

88 

333 

130 

334 

Lac refuse and stick lac, 
Lime, .... 

200 



... 

... 

... 

... 


4.^5 

Mahud flowers. 

IIIO 

1373 

320 

126 

788 

728 

8,266 

7.381 

1,274 

Minerals, ... 


... 

... 

... 

... 


Medical stores, 

Oil-cake, 

Oilman's stores and) 

*** 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 



provisions, . / 

Paper, .... 










Piece goods, . 

19 

3 

27 

”16 

... 

... 

30 

*28 

64 

Planks, . . 





... 

... 

127 


10 

Railway materials. 

12 

... 


... 

... 

... 



Roots and dry ginger, . 

... 

126 


... 

... 

... 




Safflower, 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


... 


Salt, .... 

... 

... 

Ill 

... 

... 

... 

285 


217 

Saltpetre, 

.... 


... 

... 

... 

... 



1.243 

. Satranjis and carpets, . 
Seeds, .... 

4764 

1070 

6863 

241 

... 

164 

18,456 

10, lOI 

SS.902 

Silk, .... 
Spelter and zinc, . 

8 

26 

12 



IS 


I 

... 

Spices, 

... 



^ . 

... 

... 




Stone (dressed), 

Stone (rubble), ^ 

... 

... 

.... 


... 





Sugar, .... 

... 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

113 

7 

41 

Tamarind, 

... 


4 

... 

... 

... 

... 



Tea, .... 

*.* 



... 

... 

... 




Timber, 

416 

34 

1062 

89 

128 

... 

•154 

63s 

I.37S 

Tin and tinware, . 

... 

... 

4 

... 

... 


... 


... 

Turmeric, 

... 


... 


... 

... 

... 



Tobacco (raw),' 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

42 

”98 


Tobacco (manufactured), 

35 

... 


... 





... 

Wearing apparel, . 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 





Bricks 

... 

... 


... 

... 

... 

... 


... 

Miscellaneous, 

489 

289 

119 

546 

43 

277 

1,220 

959 

1,043 

Total, 

8102 

4026 

9175 

1113 

1122 

2108 

32»757 

22.551 

74.654 
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Railway Goods Traffic of Monghyr Districi’ — continued. 



Mamanpur. 

Articles, 

1872. 

1875. 


Jan,- ^ly- 
June. Dec. 

Jan.- 

June. 


Betel-nuts and leaves, 

mans. 

46 

mans. 

mans. 

Blankets, , 



Boots and shoes, 




Brass and brassware, . 




Coal, .... 




Copper & copperware, 




Cotton, . 




Cotton twist, 




Dyewoods, 


... 


Firewood, , 

23s 

S30 


Flour, 


Fruits (dried), . 

3 



Fruits (fresh), . 




Furniture, . 



2 

Food-grains & pulses, 

5 ^ 

99 

402 

Glass, 

21 

Ghi and oil, 


23 


Govt, ordnance stores, 

loS 1 

210 1 


Government commis-l 
sariat stores, . J 


... 

Gunny bags, 

... 1 


... 

Harness and saddlery. 




Hemp, jute, and flax, 


... 

... 

Hides and horns, 

*“6 





mans. 

mans. 

mans. 


3 



‘”8 


1,384 

4 

1,690 

26 

4 

194 


14 

IS 

3 



14,131 

13,937 

9,796 

189 

489' 

425 


BarhiyS- 

1872* 1875. 

Jan.- July- Jan..- 
June. Dec. June. 


mans. -mans. mans. 

I 3 ... 


Jaggery sugar, . 

Lac dye and shellac, . 
Lac refuse & stick lac, 
Lime, 

Makud flowers, . 
Minerals, . 

Medical stores, . 
Oil-cake, , 

Oilman’s stores andj 
provisions, . f 
Paper, 

Piece goods, 

Planks, 

Railway materials, . 
Roots and dry ginger, 
Safflower, . 

Salt, .... 
Saltpetre, . 

Satr(^njis ind carpets, 
Seeds, . . . 

Silk, . 

Spelter and zinc, 
Spices, 

Stone (dressed), . 

Stone (rubble), . 
Sugar, 

Tamarind, . 

Tea, .... 
Timber, 

Tin and tinware. 
Turmeric, . 

Tobacco (raw), . 
Tobacco (manufactd.), 
Wearing apparel, 
Bricks, 

Miscellaneous, . 


1,919 1,677 1,485 

37 3 207 

14 147 38 


16 12 26 

103,274 68,082 107,087 
12 29 122 

3 

122 106 91 

604 245 18 

7 


277 1103 


333 859 


420 736 124s 


S14 

27 3 36 


7,668 1,510 12,009 
599 


24 ... 330 

33 

3 - 


4 ... 3 L 

61 88 76 1 


84 51 7701 
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Railway Goods Traffic of Monghyr District — continued . 
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Sentence continued from page 148,] 

vessels, varies from twenty-five to thirty per cent, per annum. In 
large transactions the rate varies from twelve to twenty-four per 
cent, per annum, according to the necessities of the borrower. 
When a mortgage is. given upon houses or lands, the rate varies from 
twelve to eighteen per cent, per annum. For petty advances to the 
cultivator? upon personal security, from twelve to thirty per cent, is 
exacted, according to the credit of the borrower ; and if a lien on 
their crops be taken, the interest rarely rises above twenty-four per 
cent per annum. A landed estate yields from five to ten per cent on 
the purchase-money. Banking establishments exist only in Mohghyr 
town, and to them recourse is had for large loans. The village or 
small town dealers are applied to in the case of small transactions. 

Income and Income Tax. — The returns obtained under the 
operation of the last Income Tax Law, Act viii. of 1872, which was 
in force from the ist April of that year to the 31st of March 1873, 
contain the latest information concerning the incomes of residents of 
the District, and the sources from which they were derived. In that 
year a single proprietor of land, paid income tax on an income 
over 1 0,000. The persons paying on incomes between ;^iooo 
and 0,000 a year were — ^5 bankers, 4 indigo manufacturers, 18 
proprietors and sub-proprietors of land, x proprietor of houses, and 
I person deriving income from, miscellaneous sources ; total, 29, 
Those paying on incomes between ^,^200 and ;^iooo • were — 
professors of religion, 2 ; clerks, bailiffs, and salaried shopmen, 9 ; 
bankers and money-lenders, 34; piece goods merchants, 8; grain 
merchants, 20; traders in woven fabrics and dress, 4; traders in 
food, 2; traders in spirits, drugs, and. tobacco, 3; miscellaneous 
trader, i ; manufacturers of indigo, 2 ; manufacturer of metals and 
machinery, i ; proprietors and sub-proprietors of land, 199 ; land 
tenants, 8 ; persons deriving income from sources other than 
Government securities, 3; person deriving income from miscel- 
laneous sources, x : total, 297.-' Those paying on incomes between 
;j^ioo and £^00 were 61 x, — of whom 4 were professors of law, i 
of medicine, 18 clerks, bailiffs, and salaried shopmen, 65 bankers, 
and money dealers, i general merchant, 35 grain merchants, 2 other 
merchants, 21 traders in woven fabrics and dress, 2 traders in 
metal, 9 traders in food, i trader in salt, 7 traders in spirits, drugs, 
and tobacco, i trader in fuel, 3 traders in miscellaneous articles, i 
manufacturer of indigo, 361 proprietors and sub-proprietors of land, 
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69 tenants, i proprietor of houses, 5 who derived income from 
sources other than Government securities, and 4 who derived 
income from miscellaneous sources. The total amount realized 
was ;^2994, and the rate of the tax 2 pies in the rupee, or i-^ 
per cent. ; from which it appears that the total value of assessable 
incomes over ;^ioo in Monghyr District was ;j^287,476. 

The above figures will be more intelligible when they are com- 
pared with tiie corresponding figures for earlier years, due allowance 
being made for the increase in wealth which has undoubtedly taken 
place of late. In 1860-61, the first year in which income tax was 
levied, the payers of the tax were classified in the following way : — 
Professors of religion, priests, etc., 1 5 ; professors of fine arts, 4 ; 
professors of law, 54; professors of medicine, 5; servants of the 
community, as barbers, washermen, etc., 5 ; public or Government 
servants, 193; bankers and money-lenders, 150; goldsmiths, 25; 
cloth merchants, 27;, grain merchants, 4; dealers in spirits and 
intoxicating drugs, 10 ; manufacturers of cloth and yam, etc,, 2 j 
manufacturers of indigo, ii ; manufacturers of oils, 15 ; agriculturists, 
including landholders and others deriving their incomes from landed 
property, 6866 ; and 268 persons deriving their incomes from 
miscellaneous sources: total number of payers, 7935. Of these, 
6167 paid on incomes under \ 1162 on incomes between ;^5o 
and £^100 \ 521 between;;^ 100 and ;i^5oo; 52 between ^500 and 
;:^iooo; 29 between £,^ooo and ;j£5ooo; 3 between ^£"5 000 and 
;^io,ooo; and i above ;^io,ooo. The amount of tax raised in 
1860-61 was ^14,110, and the rate was 4 per cent, or 7 lies 
in the rapee, so that the total income assessed was ;j^^35 2,750. In 
1870-71 there were 285 incomes between and ;2^^iooo a 

year, 29 between ;^iooo and 0,000, and 3 of upwards of 
;^ro,ooo ayear ; the amount of tax raised was 5,922 ; and the rate 
was 6 lies in the mpee, or 3^ per cent In 1871-72 there were 
315 incomes between ;^2ooand ;;^iooo a year, 28 between ;;^iooo 
and ^10,000, and i of upwards of ;^io,ooo ; the total amount 
raised was ^3933 ; and the rate was 2 lies in the mpee, or per 
cent, — one-third of the rate in the previous year, and the same as 
that which was in force in 1872-73. 

Revenue and Expenditure. — The gross revenue of Monghyr 
in 1832-33, the first year of its separate existence as a District, was 
;^24,452, 6s. i|d. In 1850-51 it had risen, chiefly by increases 
in the land and excise revenue, which had at first been largely paid 
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into the Bh^alpur treasury, to ;^io7,7io, 19s. 3|d. In 1860-61 
it was ;ifi09,389, 8s. od>and in 1870-71, ;^i6i, 902, 4s. 8|d. The 
total expenditure on civil administration at the same periods was : — 
T4S- 9^. in 1832-33 ; 13,117, 17s. sd. in 1850-51; 

4S. od. in 1860-61; and ^^119, 724, ns. 4^d in 1S70-71. 
The balance sheets, however, from which these figures are derived, 
contain many items of account and transfer, such as deposits and 
remittances, besides several which cannot be regarded as part of the 
Imperial revenue. The following tables give a detailed account of 
the financial position, of the District in 1870-71, its sources of 
revenue, and the expenditure on each department : — 

Gross Balance Sheet of the District of Monghyr fof 
THE Year 1870-71. 


Revenue. 

Land Revenue, . . . , ^ . 

£ 77 ,^ 7 ^ 3 

9i 

Excise, ...... 

21,969 10 

3 

Assessed Taxes, ..... 

14,610 19 

li 

Law and Justice, . . . . ' . 

2,586 6 

iii 

Deposits, Revenue, Civil and Criminal, 

20,216 13 

7 

, Stamp Revenue, , , . . , 

11,189 9 


Post Office Revenue, 

',2,054 18 


■^Messengers’ Fee Fund, .... 

1,566 X4 

4i 

■^Municipal Fund, . . . . 

6,039 II 

2f 

■^■District Road Toll Fund, .... 

564 3 

4 

*Local Ferry Fund, ..... 

i, 59 S 16 

9 

Education Receipts, .... 

329 17 

0 

Zamhtddri ddk Fund, .... 

5 

Si 

Police Clothing Fund, . . 

49 II 

oi 

Fund for the Improvement of Government Estates, 

152 7 

7 i 

’^One per cent. Road Fund, .... 

175 6 

7 h 

*Pound Fund, ..... 

508 3 

3 i 

Circuit-house Fund, .... 

3 II 

6 

*PIeadership Examination F'und, 

4 0 

0 

Rates from Wards* Estates, 

3 15 

3l 

Total, 

;^i6i,902 4 



Of the above items, Deposits, Revenue, Civil and Criminal, form no part of 
I he rcvtfmie, so that their amount must be subtracted from the total to get the 
net revenue, ;^I4I,685, lls. This also contains a number of minor receipts 

snarhed *, amounting to ;flO,457, 7s* ijd., which are purely local, leaving 
31,228, 4s. o|d. as Imperial revenue. 





EXPENDITURE OF MONGHYR DISTRICT 157 

Gross Balance Sheet of the District of Monohyr — continued. 


EXPENDITtfRE. 


Salary of Revenue and Criminal Officers, . 

j^5.907 2 

6J 

Establishment and Travelling Allowance of Officers, 

2.175 14 

3l 

Salary I9 Revenue and Civil Process Servers, 

639 12 

6f 

Reilmte and Civil Contingencies, . 

692 13 


Salary and Contingencies of Excise Establishment, 

1.523 16 

0 

Stamp Charges, ..... 

367 12 

6i 

Jail Charges, ..... 

1.576 14 

0 

Education Charges, .... 

907. 0 

6 

Establishment and Contingencies of Small Cause Court, 286 i 

H 

Salary and Establishment of Mimsifs, 

800 2 

6 

Salary of Special Sub-Registrar, 

220 14 


Establishment and Contingencies of Special Sub-Registrar, 246 17 

0 

Ecclesiastical, ..... 

242 2 

44 

Salary of Gazetted Officers of Police, 

857 19 

7 i 

Salary of Establishment of Police, 

4.995 11 

2f 

Travelling Allowance and Contingencies of Police, 

435 6 

14 

Charges for Collection of Assessed Taxes, . 

678 12 

9i 

*Opium Charges, ... 

60,286 10 

0 

^Interest on Government Loans, 

967 8 


Pensions and Charitable Allowances, 

755 17 

2f 

Assignments under Treaties and Engagements, 

60 0 

0 

Public Works Charges, .... 

1,746 0 

5 

Post Office Charges, .... 

L194 s 

5 

Matikdnd Payments, .... 

r,i4i 18 

4l 

^Lapsed Deposits repaid, .... 

314 5 

o| 

i'Revenue Deposits repaid, .... 

9,535 7 

7 i 

’t'Criminal Deposits repaid, .... 

910 0 loi 

f Civil Deposits repaid, 

6.051 3 

zi 

tSmall Cause Court Deposits repaid, . ‘ , 

2,768 8 Hi 

tLaw and Justice Refunds, .... 

27s 4 

4 i 

Medical Services, ..... 

1,041 2 

8« 

Messengers’ Fee Fund, Revenue and Civil, 

270 18 

2f 

Pound Fund, ..... 

123 16 

7 l 

Zamtnddri ddk Fund, .... 

534 I ' 

0 

Amalgamated District Road Fund, 

2,949 19 

9 i 

Municipal Fund of Monghyr and Jamalpur, 

6,029 5 


Police Clothing Fund, .... 

215 18 

oi 

Total, 

;£’I 19,724 II 

4i 


Of the above items, those marked * are properly Imperial charges, and those 
marked + are mere matters of account, and not expenditure on the District ad- 


ministration. T>educting these two classes of entries, of which the totids amoimt 
to expenditure will be 

£^,6x^ 2S. 3ia. 
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The Lanb Revenue in 1832-33 was ;^38,233, 6s. od., ‘inost of 
which was paid at Bhdgalpur. There were at that time 1049 estates 
and 5583 registered proprietors. ' The average land revenue, assessed 
on estates paying less than £^10 a year Government revenue, 
;^3, 18s. od. paid by each such estate, and is. 6d. by each 
proprietor or coparcener; on estates paying between and 

;^ioo, ;^32, 1 8s. od. for each estate, and 6s. od. for each 
proprietor; and on estates paying;2^ioo and upwards, ;^202, i8s. od. 
for each estate, and ;^24, 6s. od. for each proprietor. In 1850-51 
the land revenue had increased to ^74,923, 12s. od.,'the number 
of estates to 3581, and the number of proprietors or coparceners to 
'^he average land revenue, assessed on estate.^ paying 
less than ;^io a year Government revenue, was 155. od. paid, 
by each estate, and 13s. io|d. by each proprietor or coparcener; 
on estates paying between ^^^lo and £100, £z^, 13s. od. for each 
estate, and £2^ 7s. ijd. for each proprietor; and on estates paying 
;^ioo and upwards, ^320, 4s. od. for each estate, and £$, is. 9d, 
for each proprietor. In 1874-75 there were 4053 estates of all 
kinds on the revenue-roll, and the total land revenue of th^ District 
was ;£94,034. 

Protection to Person and Property has steadily increased.. 
In 1832-33 there was one Magisterial and one Civil and Revenue 
Court in Monghyr; in 1850 there were ijve Magisterial and eight 
Civil and Revenue Courts ; in 1862 six Magisterial and nine Civil 
and Revenue Courts; in 1869 six Magisterial and ten Civil and 
Revenue Courts. The number of Covenanted Officers stationed in 
the District throughout the year was one in 1832-33, four in 1850,. 
three in 1862, and four in 1869. 

Rent Law. — The number of rent cases instituted under the pro- 
visions of Act X. of 1859 and Act viii. (b.c.) of 1869 is returned- 
by the Collector as follows : — In 1861-62, 1052 original suits, with 
371 miscellaneous applications; in 1862-63, 881 suits, with 468 
applications; in 1866-67, 1890 suits, and 1136 applications; in 
1868-69, 1114 suits and 1136 applications; in 1870, 1083 suits; 
,n 1871, 1775 suits; and in 1872, 2096 suits. It will thus be 
seen that these land suits, the most important of which are foi 
enhancement of rent, have remained almost stationary since the 
.first introduction of the Law. 

The Regular Police or Constabulary Force stood thus in 1872: 
— 1 superior European officer, called District Superintendent, with 
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a salary of;j^84o a year; 5 subordinate officers, called inspectors, 
on salaries varying from ;;^24o to per annum*; and 55 sub- 

ordinate officers, called sub-inspectors or head constables, pn salaries 
varying from ^96 to ^£'12 pounds a year, maintained at a total 
annual cost of £26^0^ or an average pay for all subordinate 
officers of ;;^44, los. od., per annum ; 334 constables, divided into 
four grades, receiving annual pay varying from r6s. od. to 

4S. od., and maintained at a total annual cost of ^^2653, 4s. od., 
or an average pay of i8s. rod. per amnum for each man. 
The other expenses connected with the District Police were : — 
sum of ;^i2o, allowed as travelling expenses for the Superintendent, 
;;^23o for pay and travelling allowances of his establishments, and 
£6S*j^ I2S. od. for contingencies ; bringing up the total cost of the 
regularpolice of the District to £7200, i6s. od. The Census Report 
of .1872. returns the area of Monghyr District at 3913 square miles, 
and the population at 1,8 1 2,986 souls. Compared with these figures, 
the total Strength of the regular police force is one man to every 
9*90 square miles of the District area, and one man to every 4584 
of the population. The cost of maintaining this force is equal to a 
charge of £1, 16s. q^d. per square mile of area, or nearly id. per 
head of the population. 

The Municipal Police is a. small, force, maintained in the 
towna In 1872 it consisted of 5 officers, head constables of the 
4th grade, pn salaries of ^i;2 a year; and 117 constables, receiving 
pay at the rates of los. and X2S. a month; the whole body being 
maintamed at an annual cost of ;^io3i, 4s. od. These charges 
were defrayed by means of rates, levied from the householders and 
traders living within the municipal limits. The Census Report of 
1872 returns the total population of the two municipal towns of the 
District at 70,151 persons, and the number of houses, at 12,688. 
The strength of the municipal police, as compared with this town 
population, gives one man to every 575 souls ; the whole force being 
maintained at a cost of very nearly per head of the town 
population, or at the rate of a house tax of is. 7jd. on each 
house. 

The Rural Police is now represented only by the class of 
village watchmen called ckauklddrs; but formerly these were sup- 
plemented by nigahbdnSy dakhuds, gordits^ and shdhrahi chauMddrSy 
of whom I have given a detailed description in my Account of the 
District of Bbigalpur. In die same place may be found what is 
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known of the rise of the present village police force, which first 
came ■into existence as a paid body ini8i6ori8i7. 

In 1866, Mr. M'Neile returned the number of rural police as fol- 
lows : — Chauktddrs^ 3949 ; of whom 1431 were maintained by grants 
of service land, 428 by the zaminddrs, and 1634 by the villagers. 
In 1875, District Superintendent returned them to me as num- 
bering 3819; of whom 3554 were Hindus, 262 Musalm^ns, and 3 
of other religions ; 243 held lands amounting to 745 bighds, 28x8 
were paid in money at an annual cost of ;j^429i, 12s. od., and 
758 paid in land and money amounting to 632 bighds and i;!^6o2, 
I os. od. The annual value of the chaukiddn lands is about ;;^i2oo 
a year; which, with the money payments, makes a total anniial 
cost for rural police of 2s. od. Besides this the village 

watchmen levy various perquisites from the hamlets to which they 
are attached. In 1872, the year which has been uniformly 
adopted throughout these Accounts for the Police Statistics, the 
number -of village policemen amounted to 3753, maintained at a 
total cost in money and lands of 2s. od. ; compared with the 

area and population, there was one village watchman or chaukiddr 
to every 1*04 of a square mile of the District area, or one to every 
483 of the population, maintained at an estimated cost of ^2, 
os. 8^d. per square mile of area, or id. per head of the population. 
Each village watchman had charge of 50 houses on an average, 
and received an average pay in money or lands of £2^ 2s. 5d. per 
annum. 

Including the regular District Police, the Municipal or Town 
Police, and the Rural Police, the machinery for protecting person 
and property in Monghyr District consisted in 1872 of a total 
force of 4270 officers and men, equal to an average of very nearly 
one man to every *91 of a square mile as compared with the area, 
or of one man to every 424 souls as compared with the population. 
The ‘ aggregate cost of this force in 1872 was ^16,197, 2s. od. ; 
equal to a charge of about ^(^4^ 2s. 9:Jd. per square mile, or about 
2d. per head of the population. 

For police purposes, Monghyr is divided into the following ten 
police circles or fhdndsi — In the Headquarters Subdivision — (i) 
Monghyr, with a force consisting of i inspector, i sub-inspector, 
3 head constables, and 13 constables. (2) Sdrajgarha : i sub- 
inspector, 3 head constables, and 22 constables. (3) Kharakpur: 
I sub-inspector, 2 head constables, and 14 constables. (4) Gogrf : 
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I sub-inspector, 3 head constables, and 13 constables. (5) Begu 
Sarii : i inspector, i sub-inspector, 2 head constables, and 20 
constables. (6) Tegr£: 1 sub-inspector and 10 constables. (7) 
Shaikhpurd : i sub-inspector, 3 head constables, and 19 constables. 

(8) Sekandrd : i sub-inspector, 1 head constable, and 10 constables. 

(9) Jamili: i inspector, i sub-inspector, 3 head constables, and 
23 constables. (10) Chakii: i sub-inspector, i head constable, 
and 13 constables. There are also i inspector, 2 head constables, 
and 10 constables stationed at Jamdlpiir. The remainder of the 
regular force is employed on the following services: — In the 
Magistrate’s Cqurt, i inspector, 2 head constables, and 14 con- 
stables; 3 constables on orderly duty at headquarters; i head 
constable for drill and instructing recruits ; 2 head constables and 
7 constables on miscellaneous duties ; 2 head constables and 28 
constables, forming the jail guard ; i head constable and 17 con- 
stables on the Treasury guard ; and 9 constables in charge of the 
opium stores. There are besides 67 officers and men in the 
reserve lines, on leave, or available for escort duty. 

Criminal^ Statistics. — ^The working of the regular police force, 
under its present organization, is shown in the comparative table 
on p, 162, which exhibits the principal offences cognisable by the 
police in the years 1865, 1870, and 1874; to which, in further 
illustration of the crime of the District, is added a tabular statement 
(p. 163) of the principal offences triable on the order or summons 
of a Magistrate, but not directly cognisable by the police, for the 
years 1871, 1872, 1873, and 1874. 

Jail Statistics. — There are three jails in Monghyr District, viz. 
at the civil station of Monghyr, at Begu Sar^i, and at Jamiii The 
following are the. statistics of the jail population of the District, For 
the years 1857-58, 1860-61, and 1870. The figures for the two 
former years, must be received with caution, and looked upon as 
only approximately correct, owing to defects in the form of the 
returns from which the figures have been collated. Since 1870, 
however, an improved form of preparing the returns has been in- 
troduced, and the statistics for' that year may be accepted as 
accurate. 

In the year 1857-58, the first year for which materials are avail- 
able, the daily avera|^e number of prisoners in the Monghyr jail 
was 700 ; the total nulnber of criminal, civil, and under-trial prisoners 

\Senfence continutd on page 164. 
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Comparative Statement of the Principal Offences not Cognisable- by the Police in the Years 
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' Sentence continued frontpage i6i.] 

admitted dming the year being 1903. The discharges . were as 
follow: — Transferred, 138; released, 1338; escaped, 14 j died, 96; 
executed, i : total discharged, 1587. In 1860-61 thd jail returns 
show a daily average prison population of 401, the total number of 
prisoners admitted during the year being 941. The discharges 
were — Transferred, 8; released, 1004; escaped, 5; died, 68; exe- 
cuted, 2 ; total discharged, 1087. In 1870 the daily average jail 
population was 341, the total number of prisoners admitted during 
the year being 1437. The discharges were — Transferred, 51; re- 
leased, 1194; escaped, 3; died, 7; executed, i: total discharged, 
1^56. The foregoing figures are given' in a special return furnished 
to me by the Inspector-General of jails. The daily average number 
of prisoners in the Monghyr jail in 1873 was 373*5, of whom 9*5 
were civil, 22 under-trial, 28S labouring convicts, and 54 >non- 
labouring convicts; proportion of females, 9*6. 

The sanitary condition of the jail has greatly improved of late 
years. In 1857-58 the percentage of prisoners admitted to hospital 
amounted to ^120*92, and the deaths to 13*71 per cent, of the 
mean jail population. In 1860-61 the percentage of admissions to 
hospital was almost double, being 204*23 per cent. ; and the death- 
rate was 16*95 per cent, of the average jail population. In 1870 
the admissions into hospital had considerably fallen, being 57*77 per 
cent; while the death-rate was only 2*05 per cent of the average 
prison population. In 1873 the death-rate still continued low, 
being only 2*94 per cent, as opposed to 4*85, the general average 
rate for all the jails of the province. 

Cost of Jail Maintenance. — ^The average cost of maintenance 
per prisoner in Monghyr jail, including rations, establishment, 
hospital charges, clothing, contingencies, and all other expenses 
except the prison police guard, is returned as follows : — In 1857-58 
it was ;£'3, los. id. per head; in 1860-61 it was 7s. 2d.; and 
in 1870, ;^4, 7s. i^d. The cost of the jail police guard in 1870 
amounted to an average of 14s. per head, making a gross charge 
to Government of is. 2|d. The Inspector-General of jails in 
his Report for 1873 returns the total cost of the Monghyr jail, in- 
cluding police guard, but excluding cost of alterations and repairs, 
at j£'2S58,,9s. 4d- 

Jail Manufactures. — ^The jail manufactures and other work 
performed by the hard-labour prisoners contribute somewhat towards 
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the expense of the jails. In 1857-58 the receipts arising from 
the sale of prison manufactures were ^416, 17s. 3d., and the 
value of stock remaining on hand, ^^252, 17s. “Sid. ; the charges 
amounted to ;:^4d7, 3s. iid, showing an excess of receipts over 
charges of JQ202, iis. od. ; equal to anaverage earning of 19s. lofd. 
by each prisoner employed in manufactures. In 1860-61 the 
receipts from sale of manufactures and the value of stock left in 
hand at the end of the year amounted to ;;^839, 12s. 5(1, and the 
charges to ;^373, 8s. 7|d., leaving an excess of receipts over charges 
of ^£’466, 3s. rod. ; average earning by each prisoner employed on 
manufactures, 9s. 4d. In 1870 the receipts from jail manu- 
factures amounted to os. 2d, and the charges connected 

with them to ^393, 15s. p^d ; excess of receipts over charges 
4s. 4|d . ; average earning by each prisoner employed on 
manufactures, 3s. o|d. Inr873 the credits were;^7o5, i is. 7 Jd, 
and the cost of the manufacturing department jCs797 ^id, 
leaving an actual cash profit of ;^i26, os. 5d., and giving an average 
gross earning by each prisoner of ;^3, 6s. 5 d, or an average net 
earning of iis. io|d. Of the 204 prisoners engaged in manufactures 
in the latter year, 8 were employed on gunny weaving, 14 on flour 
grinding, 14 on cloth weaving, 8 on blanket weaving, 18 on oil- 
pressing, 6 on rice husking, 54 on thread and twine spinning, 54 
on carpet making, and 8 on gardening. 

Educational Siatistics. — The progress of education in Monghyr 
has not been so rapid as in some other Districts. The number of 
Government and aided schools was 8 in 1856-57, ii in 1 860-6 1, and 
15 in 1870-71; showing an increase of only seven schools in the whole 
period of fifteen years. The increase in the total number of pupils 
was ptoportionately less in the same period, being from 439 to 627. 
The total cost of maintenance has increased from ;^435, i8s. 6|d 
in 1856-57 to £i 2 S 9 , 4s- 3 |d 1870-71. In 1856-57 the cost to 

Government was ^£335? 12s. ojd, and in 1870-71 ^£620, iis. 8|d. 
The amount realized by fees and private contributions in 1856-57 
was £So, 5s. 6dyand in 1870-71, ;:^638, 12s. 7|d, an increase of 
nearly eight-fold.' The following comparative table, compiled from 
the Reports of the Director of Public Instruction Tor 1856-57, 
1860-61, and 1870-7 1, exhibits the number of Government and aided 
schools in the District at each .of these years, the number of pupils 
attending them, the cost of education to Government, and the amount 
defrayed by fees or from private sources. See table m pp. 166, 177. 



Return of Government and Aided Schools in Monghyr District for the Years 

r86o<6i, and 1870-71. 



1868, and Surajgarha founded in the same year. 

* Both at Jamdlpur, one in connection with a tnisSionary body. . Such schools have Vernacular departments attached to them, and the 
columns opposite the class of schools show the total pupils and total cost of both the'English and Vernacular departments. 
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* Both at Jam^pur, one in connection with a missionary body. Such schools have Vernacular departments attached to them, and the 
columns opposite this class of schools show the total pupils and total cost of both the English and Vernacular departments. 
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In 1874-75 the number of Government and aided schools had 
increased to 229, in consequence of the introduction of large changes 
in the system of primary education, whereby z8o schools received 
grants varying from 6s. to los. a month. More than half these had 
previously been unaided private schools. In the same year the 
pupils had increased in number to 6675, of whom 6023 were Hindus, 
565 Musalmdns, and 87 Christians. Regarding the social status of 
the pupils, 13 belonged to the upper, 1669 to the middle, and 4993 
to the lower classes. The total of 229 schools in Monghyr attended 
by 6675 pupils gives an average of one school to every 17 *09 square 
miles of area, and one to every 7916*92 of the population, attended 
by one student for every 271*61 of the population. Excluding the 
one girls’ school attended by 31 pupils, the result shows 228 schools 
for the male population, attended by 6644 boys. Taking the male 
population at 897,074, this gives one school for every 3495 *94 males, 
and one boy attending school for every 135*02 of the male popula- 
tion. The following statement of schools in 1874-75 exhibits tlie 
state of public instruction in a somewhat different form than the 
foregoing tables, and indicates the number of unaided schools and 
pupils in the District See table ^7/2 p. 169. 

Higher-Class English School. — There is only a single school 
in Monghyr District of this description, lyhich was founded in 
1854, and is situated at the headquarters station. The following 
account of it is given in the general Report on Public Instruction in 
Bengal for the year 1872-73 : — ^ Since the ist of February last, six 
pupil-teachers have been appointed for the instruction of the two 
lowest classes in English. Two of these pupil-teachers, who receive 
a monthly salary of Rs. 6 (12s.), devote two hours to the work of 
teaching ; the remaining four, on Rs. 3 (6s.) each, instruct for an 
hour each. The number of pupils on the rolls on the last day of 
the year stood at 181, against 153 on the 31st March 1872, which 
shows an increase of 28 pupils during the year. These 181 pupils 
are thus classified: — 6 belong to the upper class of society, 143 
to the middle class, and 30 to the lower. The rates of fees have 
been reduced in the two lowest classes from Rs. i. 4 (2s. 6d.) 
and R, i (2s.) respectively, to R. o. 8 (is.) each, with a view to 
bring the institution within the reach of poor boys. In the four 
higher classes the rates continue as before, viz. Rs. 3 (6s.), 
entrance class; Rs. 2. 8 (5s.), second class; Rs. 2 (4s.), third 

[Sentence continued on page 170. 
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Sentence continued from page i68.] 

class ; Rs. i. 8 (3s.), fourth class. The total receipts from fees 
during the year have been £2^^, 6s. od., against ^267, 2s. pfd, 
for the previous year. The net amount of Government grant 
expended during the year amounted to ;£‘i94, is. 2|d., out of 
;^2io assigned for the support of the school. The accounts show 
a balance of ;^9S, 7s. ijd. on 31st March 1873 at the dis- 
posal of the Committee, the details of’which are: — Fee fund, ;2£*i7, 
9s. 6|d.; interest on Government Stock, os. 2d.; and sub- 

scriptions, ;^44, 17s. 4|d. The monthly cost to Government of 
educating each boy during the past year has been Rs. i.' o. 8 (2s. 
id.) ; during the year previous the cost to Government was Rs. i. 6. 8 
(2s. lod.). All the five boys of the highest class who went up for 
the last University entrance examination, held in December 1872, 
were successful Out of ii junior scholarships allotted to this 
circle, four have been won by Monghyr school. These scholarships^ 
are tenable for two years, and vary from Rs. 10 (;^i) to Rs. 15 
I os.) a month. A pupil of the Monghyr school, who holds a 
second-grade scholarship of the value of Rs. 15 los.), was 

first in order of merit’ 

Primary Education. — Before 1872 a village system of schools, 
such as are found in Bengal, can scarcely be said to have existed in 
Monghyr, except in the largest villages. The Magistrate, in report- 
ing on the introduction of the new system in that year, writes: 

‘ Previous to the Government orders, dated July last, four Govern- 
ment primary schools existed in Monghyr District, — three in the Scidr 
Subdivision, and one in the Begu Sar^i Subdivision. In addition 
to these there were eight pdthsdlds supported by the reward fund. 
The number of pupils attending these pdthsdlds was 349. Under 
the July orders alluded to above, 35 pdthsdlds were directed to be 
established, — 13 in the Sadr Subdivision, and ii in the Subdivisions 
of Jamdf and Begu Sar^l Under subsequent orders received in the 
September following, 180 pdthsdlds were ordered to be established 
as follows : — 70 in the Sadr Subdivision, 55 in Begu Sarii Subdivi- 
sion, and 55 in Jamiif Subdivision. These have all been established, 
with the exception of -29, which have been reserved to meet appli- 
cations for aid, which are being gradually made by pdthsdlds and 
other educational institutions. There has been great difficulty felt 
in establishing pdthsdlds successfully from the want of school- 
rooms ; and the zaminddrs^ although addressed on the subject, did 
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not come forward with any assistance. They appear to look on the 
education of the masses with disfavour, as though fearful that, with 
the spread! of education, their own power and influence must decline/ 
The Subdivisional Officer of Begu Sard! writes : ‘The sub-inspector 
has worked hard, and if the results produced are ^not quite satisfac- 
tory, I am of opinion that this is owing to the opposition he has met 
with on the part of the zaminddrSy rather than to any laxity or care- 
lessness of his own. I cannot but admit that up to the present the 
scheme has not been very successful It is to be regretted that the 
zatninddrs have taken upon themselves to throw difficulties in the 
way ; but that they have done so is to the best of my belief a fact 
The sub-inspector reports that as yet not a single new building has 
been erected as a school-house by the zatninddrs. He also complains 
that the inhabitants will not send their children .to be taught at the 
new Government pdthsdlds in many instances.^ The officer at Jamiif 
reports: ‘ Altogether there are now inexistence 71 J>dthsdlds. Of 
these, 49 are new, and 22 which already existed have been aided 
and extended, — giving instruction to a total of 15 18 boys. Although 
amongst these 7 1 pdthsdlds there is not a single makiaby yet it is a 
matter for much satisfaction that in several pdthsdldSy presided over 
by Hindu guruSy Muhammadan boys are to be found sitting side by 
side with Hindus of every caste, from Brihmans doym to Dosddhs. 
The 71 schools are distributed amongst the four thdnd jurisdictions 
as follows : — ^Jamiii, 25 ; Sekandri, 15 ; Shaikhpur^, 16 ; Chaldf, 15,’ 
An Ebucational Census was taken in the cold weather of 
1873-74, in selected areas in each of the Subdivisions of the Dis- 
trict In each Subdivision two villages were taken, in one of which 
a primary or other vernacular school had been for some time esta- 
blished, and in the other no school existed. The results were : — 
Headquarters Subdivision. — ^Muzaffarpur, in pargand Kharak- 
pur, which has an aided primary school : — Population of the village 
by the Census of 1872 : 575 . men, 629 women, 357 boys, 269 girls ; 
total, 1830. Number of children of school-going age, that is, above 
six ^d under sixteen, 185 boys, 108 girls ; total, 293. Number 
of children actually attending school, 69 boys. Number of popula- 
tion who, without having attended school regularly, can read or 
write any language, or can count, 75 men, 16 boys; total, 91. 
Number of residents in the village who can read and write Hindi, 
73 men, 8$ boys; total, 158. Mamdf, in pargand Lakhanpur, in 
whidi there is no school Population : 521 men, 548 women, 
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263 boys, 225 girls; total, 1557. Number of children of school- 
going age, 65 boys,, 7 girls ; total, 72. Number of population who, 
without having attended school regularly, C3.n read or write any 
language or can count, 12 men, 12 boys; total, 24. Number of 
residents in the village who can read and write Hindi,. 12 men, 12 
boys; total, 24. 

Begu Sarai Subdivision. — Bishnupur, in largand Baliy^, which 
has an aided primary school : — Population : 440 men, 522 women, 
257 boys, 195 girls; total, 1414. Number of children of school- 
going age, 306 boys, 20,7 girls; total, 513. Number of children 
actually attending school, 29 boys, 3 girls; total, 32. Number of 
population who, without having attended school, can read or write 
any language, or can count, 90 men, i woman, 13 boys ; total, 104. 
Number of residents in the village who can read and write Hindi, 
83 men, 9 boys, i woman ; total, 93.- ^M]i.fmJ>argandl^d\\yi, in which 
there is no school : — Population : 244 men, 268 women, 144 boys, 
137 girls; total, 793. Number of children of school-going age, 89 
boys, 63 girls; total, 152. Number of population who, without 
having attended school regularly, can, read or write any language, 
or can count, 7 men, 7 boys ; total, 14. Number of residents in 
the village who can read and write Hindi, 6 men, 7 boys; total, 13. 

Jamui Subdivision. — Mallahpur, in pargand Parbatpdrd, which 
has an aided primary school : — Population : 896 men, 1000 women, 
579 boys, 453 girls; total, 2928. Number of children of school- 
going age, 389 boys, 231 girls; total, 620. Number of children 
actually attending school, 44 boys. Number of population who, 
without having attended school regularly, can tead or write any 
language, or can count, 179 men, 25 boys, i girl; total, 205, 
Number of residents m the village who can read and write Hindi, 
177 men, 69 boys, i girl; total, 247. Khira, in pargand Gidhaur, 
in which there is no school ; — Population : 645 men, 672 women, 
354 boys, 302 girls ; total, 1973. Number of children of school- 
goiiig age, 135 boys, 81 girls; total, 216. Number of children 
actually attending school, 21 boys. Number of population who, 
without having attended school regularly, can read or write any 
language, or can count, 80 men, 4 boys ; total, 84. Number of 
residents in the village who can read and write Hindi, 80 men, 
25 boys ; total, 105. 

It appears from these figures that in a total population of 10,495 
persons, living in six villages situated in different parts of the' Dis- 
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trict, which consisted of 5275 males and 5220 females, only 520 
males and 2 females, or 9*86 per cent of males and *04 per cent 
of females, could read or write any language. Comparing the three 
villages in which schools had for some time been established, with 
those in which there was no means of education, the results are : — 
In the former, 398 males and 2 females in a population of 6172, 
consisting of 3104 males and 3068 females, or 12*50 per cent of 
the males and *06 per cent of the females, could read or write 
some language; as against 122 males and no females in a total 
population of 4323, consisting of 2171 males and 2152 females, 
or 5*62 per cent of the males in the latter villages, where no 
schools existed. 

The Postal Statistics of Monghyr District show that there 
has been a considerable increase in the use of the post office be- 
tween 1861-62 and 1870-71, particularly in the later years of that 
period. The number of letters increased, while the number of 
newspapers remained almost unchanged, and the number of parcels 
received fell off more than half. The following table illustrates 
the working of the post office in Monghyr for the years 1861-62, 
1865-66, and 1S71-72. 


Postal Statistics of the Monghyr District, for the Years 
1861-62, 1865-66, and 1870-71. 



1861-62. 

1865—66. 

1870-71. 


Received. 

De- 

spatched. 

Received. 

De- 

spatched. 

Received. 

De- 

spatched. 

Private Letters, 
Service Letters, 

109,196 

16,344 

104,346 

25,812 

109,863 

23,324 

117,539 

13,122 

Not 

separately 

shown. 

0 v 

Total Letters, . 
Newspapers, . . 

Parcels, .... 
Books, .... 

125.540 

12,316 

1,768 

445 

13°, 158 
905 

574." 

no 

133.187 

9,740 

725 

1.155 

130,661 

1.027 

490 

212 

223,498 

11,772 

762 

1,604 

,jD 
. 52 

B s 

p< 0 

Total, . . . 

140,069 

131.747 

144,807 

i32»39o 

237,636 


Total Receipts ex- 
clusive of Sale of 

£ 

j. d. 

£ 

s. d. 

£ 

X. d. 

Postage Stamps, 

483 

5 3i 

578 

5 8S 

927 10 lOi 

Total Expenditure . 

664 

2 3? 

575 15 3t 

1,023 

8 oi 
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Administrative Divisions. — For administrative purposes, 
Monghyr District is divided into the thr^e following Subdivisions. 
The population statistics are taken from the Appendix, Statements 
i. A and i. B, to the Census Report for 1872, and the administrative 
figures from the revised returns obtained through the Bengal Go- 
vernment 

The Sadr or .HeadquartIbrs Subdivision contains a total area 
of 1560 square miles, with 984 villages or townships^ and 133,768 
houses; total population, 750,984, — of whom 665,253 or 88*6 per 
cent are Hindus; 80,850 or io*8 per cent are Muhammadans.; 
33 are Buddhists ; 980 or *1 per cent are Christians ; and 3868 or 
•5 per cent are people belonging to other denominations not classi- 
fied separately in the Census Report Proportion of males of all 
religions in the total subdivisional population, 49*8 per cent. 
Average density of the population, 481 persons to the square mile; 
average number of villages per square mile, *63 ; average number of 
persons per village or township, 763; average number of houses 
per square mile, 86; average number of inmates per house, 
5-6. The subdivision comprises the four police circles {ihdnds) of 
Monghyr, Sdrajgarha, Kharakpur, and Gogri. In 1870-71 it con- 
tained 8 magisterial and 10 civil and revenue courts. The regular 
police consisted of 59 officers and 326 men — total, 385 ; the rural 
police .or village watch {chauUddri) numbered 1468 men; the 
Monghyr town police, 5 officers and 80 men ; and the Jam^lpuy town 
police, 2 officers and 40 men. The total cost of administration and 
police is estimated at ;^4626, 19s. 6d. The first criminal court was 
established in the town of Monghyr in 1812, and the Revenue 
Deputy-Collectorate erected into a Collectorate in 1832-33. 

The Begu Sarai Subdivision was formed on the 14th February 
1870. It contains an area of 769 square miles, with 703 villages or 
townships, and 96,915 houses ; total population, 537,725, — of whom 
488,366 or 90^8 per cent, are Hindus; 49,093 or 9*1 per cent, are 
Muhammadans; 54 ‘ Christians ; and 212 of other denominations 
not separately classified. Proportion of males of ail religions in the 
total subdivisional population, 48*6. Average density of population, 
699 per square mile; average number of villages per square mile, 
•91; average number of persons per village or township, 765; 
average number of houses per square mile, 126 ; average number of 
inmates per house, 5*5. The subdivision comprises the two 
police circles {fkd»idi) of Tegrd and Baliyl In 1870-71 it con- 
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tained 5 magisterial and revenue courts. The regular police con- 
sisted of 5 officers and 30 men — total, 35; and a village watch 
consisting of 1015 men. The ‘Collector returns the total cost of 
administration and police at ^^241 8, 4s. 5jd. 

The Jamui Subdivision was formed on the 22d July 1864. 
It contains a total area of 1584 square miles, with 770 villages or 
townships, .97,491 houses, and a total population of 524,277 souls, 
— of whom 459,927 or 877 percent are Hindus; 52,326 or io‘o 
per cent are Muhammadans; i Buddhist; 108 Christians; and 
11,915 or 2*3 per cent of other denominations not classified. 
Proportion of males of all religions in the total subdivisional popula- 
tion, 49*9 per cent Average density of population, 331 per square 
mile; average number of villages, *49 per square mile; average 
number of persons per village or township, 681 ; average number of 
houses per square mile, 62 ; average number of inmates per house, 
5 •4. The subdivision comprises the four police circles (fhdnds) 
of Shaikhpur^, Sekandr^, Jamdi, and Chakdi. The total number of 
.courts, magisterial and revenue, in 1870-71, was 3. The regular 
police, force consisted of 13 officers and 65 men — total, 78; and 
the .raal police or village watch numbered 1263 men. The 
Collector returns the total cost of the separate administration of the 
subdivision in 1870-71 at ^^3208, 15s. pjd. 

Fiscal Divisions. — The following list of the Fiscal Divisions 
or fargands comprised in Monghyr is compiled partly from the 
Revenue Survey Returns, and partly from the Board of R.evenue’s 
pargaitd Statistics, corrected by a special report furnished to me by 
the Collector. There are some discrepancies between these 
authorities, and the information deduced from them must be 
received with caution. The area, amount of land revenue, and 
number of estates are taken from the Board of Revenue’s Return * 
and the jurisdictions of the criminal and civil courts were obtained 
from the offices of the Magistrate and the Judge. The latter informa- 
tion is in some case true only for the greater part of the pargand, as 
these divisions are often situated in two administrative Subdivisions. 
The population of iht jfiargands was not given in the Census state- 
ment, and has been calculated on the basis of the population to the 
square mile of the police division in which each pargand is entirely 
or mostly situated. These approximations are very nearly correct 

(i) Abhaipur : contains an area of 13,021 acres, or 2b*34 square 
miles. It consists of 2 estates ; pays an annual Government land 
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revenue of ^6, od . ; has a population of 10,109 souls ; and is 
subject to the jurisdiction of the Magistrate's and Munsif s Courts 
at Monghyr. 

(2) Akbarpur Rani : area, 4709 acres, or 7*36, square niiles; 
21 estates; land revenue, ;^34S, 6s. od. population, 52;77i; 
Magistrate's and Munsif's Courts at Begu Sardi, and Small Cause 
Court at Monghyr. 

(3) Amarthu: area^ 132,101 acres, or 206*40 square miles.; 
172 estates; land revenue, ;^i2,029, i8s. od. ; population, 53,044; 
Magistrate's and Munsif's Courts at Jamiif. 

(4) Bada Bhusari: area, 10,273 acres, or 16*05 square miles; 
64 estates; land revenue, ;2^828, 8s. od. ; population, 10,769; 
Magistrate's and Munsif's Courts at Begu Sardi. 

(5) Behar (in part): area, 9362 acres, or 14*62 square miles; 
60 estates'; land revenue, £iS26, 6s. od. ; population;^' S450; 
Magistrate’s and Munsifs Courts at Jamiii. 

(6) Baliya: area, 175,926 acres, or 274*88 square miles; 343 

estates; land revenue, ;£8635, od. ; population, 184,443; 

Magistrate's and Munsif's Courts at Begu Sardi. 

(7) Bhusari; area, 76,512 acres, or 119*55 square miles; 147 

estates; land revenue, ^4467, 12s. od.; population, 80,218; 

Magistrate’s and Munsif's Courts at Begu Sardi. 

(8) Bisthazari; area, 98,3:15 acres, or 153*30 square , miles ; 9 

estates; land revenue, ^^6296, i6s. od. ; population, 39,398; 

Magistrate's and Munsifs Courts at Jamiii. 

(9) Chakai: area, 292,326 acres, or 6i3*ox square miles; 15 

estates; land revenue, ^388, i6s. od. ; population, 101,759; 

Magistrate’s and Munsifs Courts at Jamiii. 

(10) Chandan Bhuka: area, 34,267 acres, or* 53*54 square 
miles; 6 estates; land revenue, £^12, 6s. od. ; population, 26,609; 
Magistrate's and Munsifs Courts at Jamiii 

(11) Darara: area, 6725 acres, or 10*50 square miles; i estate; 
land revenue, 12s. od.; population, 4995; Magistrate's, and 
Munsif’s Courts at Monghyr. 

(12) Gidhaur: area, 142,733 acres, or 223*02 square miles; 14 
estates; land revenue, 782, i8s. od. ; population, 37,316; 
Magistrate’s and Munsif’s Courts at Jamiii 

(13) Imadpur; area, 34,916 acres, or 54*55 square miles; 66 
estates; land revenue, ;^i8oi, 6s. od. ; population, 34,581; 
Magistrate’s and Munsifs Courts at Begu Sardi 
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(14) ]Kjvjra: area, 18,465 acres, or ;!8*85 square miles; 4 
estates; land revenue, ^1381, 14s. od. ; Magistrate’s and Munsifs 
Courts at Monghyr. 

(15) Kharakpur: area, 121,638 acres, or 190*06 square miles; 
53 villages. The return of the Board of Revenue does not give the 
number of estates and revenue separately; estimated population, 
73,720. This Fiscal Division was the chief, though not the most 
extensive, of the following united pargands: — ChitauH, Chdndan 
Katurid, "Dimi. Sukhwdra, Dar^d, Godd^ Handwd, Hazir Tufcf, 
Jah^ngfra, Kharakpur, Lakhanpur, Masdi, Parbatpiri, Sahruf, 
Singhol, Sukhar^bddi, tappd Manhldri, Umlu Mutia, Wasfl^, and 
Kheflii. These all formed the vast estates of the Rdj^ of Kharakpur, 
and were known as the Mahdldt Kharakpur when we took possession 
of this country. The following account of this estate is principally 
derived from a manuscript Persian history, in the possession of the 
family of the late proprietor. 

History of Kharakpur. — The original inhabitants of the country 
were of a caste called Kshetaurf, and were ruled by fifty-two chiefs, 
and it would seem were divided into as many clans. All that is 
known of them is, that they flourished about the time of the supre- 
macy of the Bhars in Oudh, Gorakhpur, and probably more western 
districts, and shared with them a certain amount of civilisation. 
Dr. Buchanan Hamilton says : ‘ They all appear to have lived in 
brick houses, and to have been somewhat more civilised than the 
barb^ians by whom they were expelled. They do not seem also 
to have been so turbulent, as round their houses I perceive no 
traces of fortifications; whereas, after their expulsion, the country 
was filled with small mud forts, erected chiefly by the Rdjputs, 
but also by the officers of the Muhammadan Government’ They 
now claim to be of the old military caste, and say they owe their 
name, which is explained to mean ‘ husbandmen,’ to the following 
circumstances,/ When Parasurdm destroyed the military tribe 
•throughout India, two of them fled to Viswakarma, the god of 
artists, for protection. Parasur^m coming up, was about to kill them, 
when the god said ; * These are not Kshatbiy^, but Kshetauris.’ 
Paxasur^m demanded proof of this assertion by their handling the 
plough, which in order to save their lives they consented to do. 
Dr, Buchanan Hamilton writes of them : ^Another tradition con- 
cerning the Kshetaurfs is,^that they were onginally of the low tribe 
of flshSmten called Chandds, and were raised to importance by one 
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of them who was a favourite of Rdtn. I have little doubt that, 
whether infidel mountaineers or vile fishermen, they were one of 
the tribes raised to military rank by Rdjd Ripanj^f, and that on 
their becoming followers of the Brahmans, these priests invented a 
Puranik legend. They have now entirely adopted the manners ol 
the Rdjputs.* 

This race, according to Hindu history, owes the loss of its 
position, its civilisation, and almost its existence, to a gross act 
of Hindu treachery. About the middle of the sixteenth century, 
three brothers of the Rdjput tribe of Khandw^r, named Dandfi Rdf, 
Basdeo, and Mehndar Rdf, took service with Rdjd Sesunk or Bosiya 
Sinh, the Kshetaurf chief of Kherhf, a small principality ten or 
twelve miles south-east of the modern town of Monghyr. Their 
ability gained them great influence in the' little state,*, which their 
courage considerably extended. In the cpurse of the wars in' which 
they engaged, they found means of collecting round them many of 
their tribe-fellows ; and at la^t, when they found themselves strong 
enough, rose in the night on their master, murdered him and his 
family, and assumed his power. They then entered on a most 
successful series of contests with the neighbouring chiefs, and are 
credited with conquering the whole fifty-two Kshetaurf Rdjas. When 
they had firmly established themselves; Dandd Rdf, the eldest of the 
three; invested his eldest son, Rup Sahdf, with the atithority of Rdjd, 
and committed the whole government to his management Rdjd 
Rup Sahdf, upon his decease, was succeeded in F. S. 946 (a.X). 1539) 
by his eldest son, Sangrdm Sahdf, in whose time the Emperor Jahdn- 
gfr, having learned the state of things in Kharakpur, issued a summons 
to him to appear at Dehli, The order was disregarded, and the 
Emperor directed Jahdngfr KuH Khdn, the subahddr of Behar, to chas- 
tise this disobedience. Fox that purpose Bdz Bahddur,. a well-kno’wn 
commander, advanced on Kharakpur. Sangrdm Sahdf assembled his 
people, and took post at ‘the defile of Markan, leading to his. capital. 
Hostilities commenced with arrows and matchlocks, and continued 
during some days without either side gaining any advantage. ' At 
length, a foot-soldier in the service of Sangrdm Sahdf went over to 
the enemy^s camp, and offered to assassinate his chief for a large 
reward, which was readily promised him. He took an opportunity 
of approaching the Rdjd when at his devotions, and taking aim from 
behind a tree, shot him through the bead. The death of their 
leader threw his army into confusion, and they were about to fly, 
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when his wife, the Rin{ Chandrajot, encouraged them to stand their 
ground. She pladed her son Toral Mall at their head, and resisted 
her assailants for many months, until B^z Bahadur, despairing of 
success and wishing to end a contest with a woman, proposed a 
cessation of arms. This being agreed to, it was further submitted 
to the Rdni whether, instead of continuing in opposition to the will 
of the Emperor, it might not prove more conducive to her interests 
to repair with her family to court, and endeavour personally to 
obtain the Emperoris favour. Bdz Bahadur offered at the same time 
to become an intercessor for pardori for herself, and for the trans- 
gressions of her husband.. When the arrived at Dehli, her son 
was at first thrown into prison, but soon afterwards Bahadur 
succeeded in obtaining his release. When the lad appeared before 
the Emperor, his manner and conversation drew attention, and he 
was treated rather with distinction than displeasure. He was after- 
wards mrluced to change his religion and become a Musalmdn, upon 
which occasion the title of Roz Afzun was conferred upon him, and 
the daughter of a noble given him in marriage. Toral Mall, however, 
had not the happiness of winning the affections of his wife ; and his 
mother, the Rdni Chandrajot, was under the necessity of representing 
to the Emperor the disagreeable predicament in which her son found 
himself, /rom his wife^s refusing to live with him. The Emperor pro- 
vided him with a second wife, in the person of Beg^ Sultana, the 
daughter of MurAd Baksh Khdn, and his own first cousin. Common 
report, it may be observed, refused to acknowledge her to have been 
so illustriously related, but it has not been denied that she had 
belonged to the royal zandnd. Toral Mall was, moreover, advanced to 
the rank of mansahddr of 3000^ horse ; and the command of 2000 
horse was given to each of bis children, Bfhroz Sinh and Abdul 
Sinb. He also received a farmdn creating him Rdji of Kharakpur, 
md investing him with the authority and rights of milki^ chaudhari^ 
and kdnungo^ with all rasttin or dues in the Mahdldt Kharakpur, and 
as subsistence zamindari or ndnkdr^ one-eighth of pargand Sahruf. 
At the same time pargand Haveli Kharakpur was allotted to him to 
support a fitting establishment, and pargand Kujri as an dltamghd 
jdgir. Pargands Sakhardb^df, Parbatpdrd, Chdndan Katurid, 
Chandwd Passdi, Sathfdri, Godda, Ddnrd Sakhwdra, Hazdr Tukf, 
Handwd, and Amlu Mutfydwere also ^veri.as dltamghd jdgirs to 
his two elder sons ; whilst upon thd third son, Thdkur Sinh, who 
took the habit of a darwes/i, an imperial sanad settled 4040 highds of 
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land aci madad-mdsh^ comprehending the villages of Bhettia and 
Agia in pargand Haz^r Tukf. The great extent of these grants, 
made at the time of his marriage with Beg^ Sultan^, gives credit to 
the alleged noble birth of that lady. Soon afterwards, Toral Mall 
returned to Kharakpur with his wife, leaving his son Abdul *Shah in 
a post of honour at court, but really as an hostage for his fidelity. 
He died about a.d, 1635, and was succeeded by his son Bihroz, 
who for many years after remained at Dehli. 

The Mughul historians give a somewhat different account of the 
life of Roz Afzdn, which, as derived by Dr. Blochmann from, the 
Ain 4 -Akbari and the Fddishdh-ndmah^ is as follows : — At the * time 
of the conquest of Behar and Bengal by Akbar (a.d. 1574-75), 
there were in Behar three powerful zambiddrs^ — Riji Gajpati of 
Hdjipur, Rdjd Puran Mall of Gidhaur, and R^jd Sangrdm of 
Kharakpur. Gajpatf was totally ruined by the Imperialists, whom 
he opposed ; but Puran Mall and Sangr^m wisely submitted, and 
assisted AkbaPs generals in the wars with the Afghans. When the 
great mutiny of Behar and ^Bengal broke out, Sangrdm, though not 
perhaps very openly, joined the rebels, but submitted again to the 
Mughuls, when Akbar’s general Shdhbdz Khdn marched against 
him. He was so anxious to avoid coming into open contact with 
Akbar, that he handed over to Shdhbdz the strong fort of Mahda, 
a place about six miles north of Kharakpur, where at the present 
day there are no remains of fortifications. He, moreover, never 
paid his respects personally at court, where his son was detained, 
apparently as hostage \ and he remained submissive till Akbar’s death 
,(a.d, 1605). The accession, of Jahdngir and the rebellion of 
Prince Khusru inclined him to make a final attempt to recover 
his independence ; and he collected his forces, which, according to 
Jahdngir’s memoirs, consisted of about 4000 horse, and a large 
army of foot-soldiers. Jahangir Kulf Khdn Ldla Beg, Governor of 
Behar, lost no time in opposing him, and Singrdm, whilst defending 
himself, was killed by a gunshot {a.d. 1606). Singrdm’s son, whom 
Jahdngfr calls a favourite of his, was not immediately installed on 
his father’s death, but had to wait till a.i>. 1615, when, on his 
conversion to Islam, he was allowed to return to Behar, He 
'•emained devoted to the service of the Emperor, and was in a.d. 
1628, when Jahdngir died, k commander of i^oo foot-soldiers and 
700 horse. On Shdb jahdn/s accession (A.p. 1628). Rdjd Roz 
Afzfin entered active service. He accompanied Mahdbtt Khdn to 
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Kabul, in. the war with Na^ Muhammad Kh£n, King.of^Balkh, and 
served latrei in the expedition against* Jhujhdr Siiih Btindelah. 
In the, sixth year of Sh^h Jah^ti’s reign, he served under Prince 
Shujk the siege of Parendah, and was promoted in the beginning 
of the eighth year (a»h. 1044 or aId. 1634-35) to a command of 2000 
foot and 1000 horse. He died soon afterwards, in the same year. , 
It was about this time that, according to the family history, 
another accession was made to their large estates. In the Kabul 
war, Bfhroz conducted some enterprise of danger with entire 
success, and was rewarded with the grant of chakld lyiidnapur in 
Birbhdm, as a jdgir^ in which he built a town and ofemed it 
Kharakpur. Bihroz was succeeded by his son, Tahawwur Sinh, arid 
he by his grandson, Arjast, who, on succeeding to the Il£j, received 
the title of Roz Afzun Sani He died in f.s- 1141 (a.d. 1734), 
and. Was succeeded by an only son, Muzaffar Ah, who, being then 
a minor, appointed his uncle Muhammad Azim his manager, upon 
whose: death in f.s. 1148 (a.d. 1741) he assumed the direction 
of affairs himself. In Muzaffar Alf s time the revolution happened 
in Bengal in favour of Jafe All Khin, who is said to have been welt 
inclined towards him. He fell, however, under the displeasure of 
the next Nawdb, Kdsim All, who sent a military force to dispossess 
him. He fled with his family and effects into Rdmgarh, whence 
he was afterwards enticed by the hopes of a reconciliation ; but on 
his arrival at Monghyr, he was seized and put under a guard of 
soldiers. On the downfall of K^sim All, Muzaffar All obtained his 
liberty, but did not recover his property. Muhammad Aziz Kh£n, 
an Afghan, was appointed to its management by the succeedmg 
Nawdb, and remained in charge till f.s. 1173 {a.d. 1766), when he 
was removed, and another dmil^ Mir Haidar All, sent from Mur- 
sbiddbdd to replace him. Neither the deposed R^jA nor his eldest 
son ever recovered their position, but the zatninddA was conferred 
in A.B. 1781 on his grandson, Kidir All, who was succeeded by 
Ikb 4 l All Kh^n ; after whom came, Rehmat AH, the last of the 
family who was R^ja of Kharakpur. In 1839 he fell into arrears of 
revenue, in consequence, he alleged, and as is still believed by the 
people, of embezzlements by his agents at Monghyr, who had quite 
sufficient money in their possession to pay the Government de- 
mand. The whole of this great property, except Haveli Kharakpur, 
was sold- on the 29th January 1840 ; and Rdj^ Bidyd Nand Sinh 
of Pumiah, and Balandth Sahu, became the purchasers. In 1845 
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the remaining estate of the Rdjd met with a similar fate, and 
was purchased by the Mah^djd of Darbhangah. Rahmat Ah 
Kh£n died in 1852, and lies buried, at his special request, at the 
entrance of his Im^mb^i. XJlfat AH Kh^n and his other nephews 
are. now living on the charity of the Mahdxdjd of Darbhangah, who 
has also made an allowance of a year and a grant of fifty acres 
of land to his youngest widow, RSnl Amfr Baksh, 

Dr Buchanan Hamilton, in 1817, gave an account of this 
family nearly identical with that which I have derived firom the 
Persian manuscript, and adds some information regarding its 
vicissitudes during the period from the time Muzaffar AH was im- 
prisoned by Kdsim AH, to the restoration of his grandson as Rijd 
of Kharakpur in 1781, by an order of Warren Hastings^ It is 
interesting as illustrating the first decade of our rule. Whilst Mir 
Haidar AH was in charge of the estate, Muzaffar’s son, Faiz AH,' 
appealed to the British Agent at Patni, and was by him in a man- 
ner put in possession, a new dm//, Abu T£lib, being still left at 
Kharakpur to watch matters on behalf of the Company.' This 
officer soon laid a charge against the Rdjd, alleging that he was a 
turbulent man; on which account he was again deprived of ail 
authority, his house was plundered, and his family thrown into 
prison, whilst he himself effected his escape into the jungle fast- 
nesses of the rebel ghdtrvdl^ Jagann^th Deo. The R.d]d now sent 
an agent to Murshid^bdd, and complained to Muzaffar Jang, 'the 
faujddr or Justice-General of the Province, who issued orders to 
• Shit^b R^ to see justice done. On this, Faiz AH and the other 
members of the R^jd^s family were released from prison, and Abu 
Tdlib recalled: This officer, knowing the fate that awaited him, 
took poison; and his whole wealth was secured by Shitdb Rii, 
who restored nothing to the family, and sent another officer, who 
allowed the Rdjd no more authority than before. The Rdjd then* 
sent his son, and Bholandth his diwdn^ with another complaint to 
Murshiddbdd,, but by the way they met Shitdb Rdl, who sent the 
son back and persuaded the diwdn to accompany him to Calcut^ 
The Rdjd, knowing by this that his d:\idn had betrayed him, sent 
another agent, Rddrd Mohan by name, t0 Calcutta, who gave 
security, and obtained an order that the management of the estate 
should be restored to the Rdjd. About this time the house . of 
Pt&i Dat, the Mnungo, was robbed, and the dmil immediate^' 
charged the R 4 jd with being the perpetrator, which his family of 
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course denied* The charge, however, was believed by Government, 
and a European subaltern, Mr. Clerk, with two companies of 
soldiers, was sent to chastise him. The Riji retired to the 
forests, but sent his son to meet the officer. When the young 
tnan came within a day^s journey of the troops, some treacherous 
ghdtwdls informed the officer that he was not alone, and intended 
to %ht Whereupon the officer marched by night, and surprising 
the party, killed many, but the Rdjd’s son made his escape. After 
this, Mohan Sinh, a Rdjput ghdtwdl^ informed Mr. Clerk where 
the Rdjd was conceal^ed, and this officer advancing suddenly, caught 
him and sent him to Patn^, where he was put in irons. In a.o, 
1770 he petitioned against Xht, ghdfwdls and the dmiL They were 
called before ShMb Rdi, their accusations declared groundless, 
and the was released from prison, but ordered to remain at 
Patn 4 ;In A.D. 1776, before any further investigation took place, 
the died, his son K^dir All having been bom a few days 
before, and having received the mark {iikd) of from Prasad 
Sinh, who was the head of the family, although still a Hindu, 
and who received an annual allowance from the Rdjd. But 
Riidrd, Mohan, the security, informed Mr. Barton, the Collector of 
Bh^galpur, that the R^jd had no son, and that his presumptive 
heir was an idiot Some time afterwards Mr. Barton found out his 
deception, and in a.i>. 1781 Warren Hastings ordered the whole 
estate of the Mahdldt Kharakpur to be restored to Kddir AIL 

(16) Kherhi (in part) : area, 39 acres, or -06 of a square mile i i 
estate; land revenue, los. lojd. ; population, 23; Magis- 
trate’s and Munsif’s Courts at Monghyr. 

(17) Lakhanpur. (in part) ; area, 3446 acres, or 5*38 square 
miles; 13 estates; land revenue, £2^1, 2s. od.; population, 
2095 ; Magistrate’s and Munsif’s Courts at Monghyr. 

(18) Maldah: area, 59,055 acres, or 92*27 square miles; 148 

estates; land revenue, od. ; population, 53,33^ i 

Magistrate’s and Munsifs Courts at Jamtii. 

(19) Malki: area, 1^0,602 acres, or 204*06 square miles; 365 
estates; land revenue, ^^7241? < 5 s. od.; population, 136,924; 
Magistrate’s and Munsifs Courts at Begu Sardf. 

(20) Masjidpuk; area, 29,452 acres, or 46*02 square miles; 27 
estates; land revenue, ^3i47> od.; population, 30,879; Magis- 
trate’s and Munsifs Courts at Begu Sard! 

(21) Monghyr; area, 64,012 acres, or 200*02 square miles; 
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554 estates; land revenue, i2S. od; population, 83;io6; 

Small Cause Court, Magistrate’s Court, and Munsif s Court at Mon- 
ghyr. The oldest traditional account of this j^argand is, that it 
was formerly inhabited only by Hindu devotees and mendicants, 
who resided in the woods at* the foot of the Monghyr hills. One 
of these, who lived upon a rock in the middle of the /Ganges, is 
said, with the assistance of Visva Kama, the god and patron of 
artists, to have built a/fort and called it Mdngir. He also '^obtained 
a promise from the goddess of the river, that her- waters 'Should, 
neither encroach upon nor abandon its walls. A Kdraa 
also mentioned, whose charity brought pilgrims from every aidej 
and principally Brdhmans, who attached themselves to the worship’ 
of Durga, at the still famous temple of Chanddsth^n, called after . 
her title of (^andi, one of the sixteen under which sKe is addressed. 
His name is still preserved in the hill within the fort called Kama 
Chaura, on which the English found the remains of a building, and 
used it as a saluting battery. In the beginning of the reign of the 
Emperor Huniidyun, about a.d. 1535, a' Rdjput named Hirardm, 
and a bdda-farosh or wine-seller named R^m Rdf, came in the 
train of the army to Monghyr, and settled there. They prospered, 
and in time obtained ' samds for the tract of land which, many 
years later, when Shujd Shdh repaired the fort and built a palace 
there, acquired the name of Haveli Mdngfr, from haveli^ a word of 
Arabic origin meaning a house. The fargand was divided into eleven 
iaraf$ or minor fiscal divisions ; of which five, Mahedanpur-Mahdsinh, 
Mahedanpur-Bakam, Banwdra, Tdjpur and Ismailpur, remained in 
the possession of the descendants of Hfrardm; and four, Mahlf, 
Sultdnpur, Bdsdebpur, and Bahddurpur Ganesh, were inherited by 
those of Rdm RdL The latter owned also a fifth taraf^ but had 
to' yield it up to the powerful zaminddr of Kharakpur about j*.s. 
1080 (a.d. 1673), from whom the Emperor resumed it and conferred 
it on a Brdhman named Lakshman. The last farqf, Ibrdhimpurj 
being entirely waste, was conferred on Bino<^ Chaudharf, a relative 
of the Chaudharis of Monghyr, in order that he might reclaim it.' 

(22) Naipur: area, 48,752 acres, or 76*17 square miles; 196 
estates; land revenue, ^£2804; population, 54,613; Magistrate’s 
and Munsifs Courts at Begu Sardf. 

(23) Narhat (in part) : area, 2384- acres, or 372 square miles; 

8 estates; land revenue, ;2^^i72, 4s. od. ; population, 2150; Magis- 
trate’s and Munsifs Courts at Jarndf. 
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(24) ParbatI^ara: area, 125,369 acres, or 195-90 square miles; 
7 estates; land revenue, ^^^38, 14s. od. ; population, 50,372; 
Magistrate's and Munsif s Courts at Monghyr. 

(25) PharkiVa: area, 323,914 acres, or 506*11 square miles; 
568 estates; revenue in 1847,;^ 10, 65 5,-1 os. od, or an average rate 
of assessment of nearly 7jd. an acre ; the Small Cause Court having 
jurisdiction in the pargand is situated at the civil station of 
Monghyr ; estimated population, 353,694. The physical aspects of 

. this pargand have already been fully described (p. 34). In 1787, 
Mr, Adair, the Collector of Bh^galpur, drew up a history of the 
proprietors of this pargand from which the following accoimt is 
derived. Pharkiy^, before it was brought under regular government, 
is said to have been inhabited by a lawless tribe of Hindus of the 
Dosddh caste. Their depredations in the neighbouring country 
yrete represented 'to the Emperor Humayun, and a Rdjput, named 
Biswandth Rdf, was sent from Dehli to restore order. This he 
effected ; and afterwards, in the year 901 f.s. (a.d. 1494), he obtained 
the giant of a zaminddri in that part of the country, but to what 
extent of land cannot now be ascertained The zaminddri devolved 
on his posterity without interruption for ten generations. But in 
the year 1137 f.s. (a.d. 1730), Kunjal Sinh, who, although de- 
scended from a younger branch' of the family, was then zaminddr^ 
was treacherously murdered by Rilko Sinh, a Chakwdr, who 
plundered the country. Ndrdyan Dat, brother of the deceased land- 
holder, obtained possession in the next year. He was soon after 
confined for arrears of rent at Patnd ; and in his absence, Paspat 
Rdf and Rdpndrdyan, Rdjds of Tirhut, appear successively to have 
had possession of the pargand^ but whether by authority or force is 
uncertain. Ndrdyan Dat at length obtained his release, and re- 
established himself in the zaminddri^ which he held until 1149 f.s. 
(a.d. 1742), when he was killed at Patnd by one Izzat Khdn, who 
seized upon his property. A short time afterwards, Bawdnf Sinh, 
a Pathdn and inhabitant of Kharakpur, totally defeated Izzat Khdn 
in battle, and took possession himself of the zaminddri. He set up 
a right of inheritance through descent from the original proprietor, 
left his brother Kahdn Sinh in charge, and resided at Patnd. 
Hardat Sinh, however, the legitimate descendant of Ndrdyan Dat, 
in 1787 denied this pretension, and submitted his own claims to 
.the zaminddri to Wdris Alf Khdn, dmil of Bhdgalpur. Before the 
case could be brotight to issue, news arrived /of the recall of Wdris 
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AH; and the same night Hardat Sinh, lest the appointment of a 
new dmil should prove any obstacle to his suit,, assembled his 
adherents, procured admission into the place where his competitor 
Kalian Sinh and his four brothers were confined on account of arrear 
of rent, put them all to death, and took possession himself of the 
property in dispute. Although such a, proceeding liable to 
punishment even under the Mughul Government, Hardat Sinh had 
no hesitation in' avowing his crime ; and without being called to any 
account for it, was suffered to remain in possession of the zaminddri 
until 1173 F.s. (a.d. 1766), when W^is AH Kh^n, being 2^n dmil 
of Bhigdpur, drove him out to make room for Mukam Sinh, a 
relative of the murdered Kalian. In the following year, however^ 
it was thought proper to dispossess the latter, and restore Hardat 
Sinh, who .continued in possession down to a.d. 1790. Hardat 
Sinh held as his zaminddri^ iappds Rahu^, Sah^zari, Jamdlpur, 
Bhorsha, Jamdidpur, Humdidpur, Sukdsan, Dakiitd, Paurdagdon, 
and the half of tappd Subni Belasimri. The first four of these may 
be supposed to have formed a part or perhaps the whole of the 
original grant, as no one appeared to dispute the zaminddPs title to 
them ; but the five other tappds were said to have been annejtations 
made by the Pathdn Izzat Khdn during his usuipation of the 
zaminddru The half-division of tappd Subnf Belasimri was a later 
acquisition, made by Hardat Sinh, when the former owner, Hem 
N^iyan, abandoned it in 1173. It appears from a genealogical 
table, furnished in 1787 by Hardat Sinh himself, that he was 
junior to almost the whole posterity then living of the original 
zaminddn The property still continues in his family, but has been 
much broken up by partitions and other alienations. 

(27) ' Roh (in part): area, 690 acres, or 1*08 square mile; 5 
estates ; land revenue, ;£io, 16s. od. ; population, 277 ; Magistrate’s 
and Munsif s Courts at JamiH. 

(28) Sahrui (in part) : area, 2574 acres, or 4*02 square miles; 

9 estates; land revenue, 12s. io|-d; population, 664; 

Magistrate’s and Munsif s Courts at Monghyr. 

(29) Sakhrabadi: area, 44,180 acres, or 69*03 square miles; 
232 estates ; land revenue, ;^445, 2s. od. ; population, 26,772 ; 
Magistrate’s and Munsif s Courts at Monghyr. 

(30) Salimabad: area, 112,117 acres, or 175*18 square miles; 
6x0 estates; land revenue, ;^^4499; population, 145,584; Magis- 
trate’s and Munsifs Courts at Monghyr. 
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(31) Samye; area, 11,209 ^^cres, or 17*51 square miles;' 19 

estates; land revenue, los. od ; population, 8697; Magis- 

trate’s and Munsif s Courts at JamdL 

(32) SuRAjGARHA: area, 23,419 acres, or 36*59 square miles; 
175 estates; land revenue, 15 14, 4s. od. ; population, 18,165 ; 
Magistrate’s and Munsif s Courts at Monghyr. 

•The Climate of Monghyr divides the year into three distinct 
periods.. The hot' season commences in the beginning of March, 
and continues to the middle of June ; the rainy season extends to 
the beginning of November ; and the cold weather lasts during the 
four remaining months of the year. In February the nights are still 
cold, but, the days become progressively warmer,* At this time, 
rheumatism and dysentery are apt to occur among the poorly dad, 
in consequence of exposure ; and hooping-cough and measles often 
prevail in an epidemic form, March, April, and May are, as a 
rule, the three healthiest months in the year, as the people 
suffer neither from the heat in the day nor from exposure during 
the night. Cholera, however, sometimes makes its appearance, and 
by its ravages may cause a ^eater mortality than at any other 
season of the year. Thunder-storms occur during the latter part of 
May and the beginning of June, and occasionally continue till the 
end ■"of June, in which case the regular rains do not set in till July. 
They do not affect the public health injuriously. The appearance 
of the rains ushers in the unhealthy season. Intermittent fever, 
dysentery, diarrhoea, and inflammation of the lungs become more 
prevalent, and the two latter diseases less amenable to treatment. 
The Dispensary returns between 1857 and 1866, inclusive, show 
that while 238 deaths occurred during the first half of the year, 407 
deaths occurred during the latter six months. The changes of tem- 
perature are both great and sudden. An east wind renders the day 
hot, moist, and close. A west wind blows hot and dry during the 
day, but chilly at night. Catarrh and inflammation of the lungs 
prevail ; and those who have suffered much from intermittent fever 
in previous years are apt to have returns of that disease. In 
November and December the weather is cool and pleasant; few 
fresh cases of sickness occur. Catarrh and inflammations cease, and 
those who have been suffering from intermittent fever and dysentery 
gradually recover strength, if protected against undue exposure* 
The prevailing winds in each month of the years 1872, 1873, and 
1874 were as follow ; where two of more directions are given, 
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the wind varied between the points referred to, 'and was rarely con- 
stant in the actual directions noted: — ^January 1B72, west and 
south; 1873, south-west; 1874, west and south, chiefly west. 
February 1872, west and south, chiefly west; 1873, south-west; 
1874, west and south. March 1872, west; 1873, south-west; ^ 
1874, north-west April 1872, north-east and west; 1873, east and 
north; 1874, north-west May 1872, east and north-east; 1.873, 
east; 1874, north and west June 1872, north-east; 1873, east 
and north-east ; 1874, north and east July 1872, east; 1873, east; 
1874, east Atigust 1872, south-east and north-east; 1873, South- 
west; 1874, east September 1872, north-east; 1873, west and 
south, chiefly west; 1874, east and north-east October 1872, 
north and east; 1873, west and south, chiefly west; 1874, north and 
east November 1872, south and west, chiefly west; 1873, north- 
west; 1874, west December 1872, south and west; 1873, south- 
west ; 1874, south-west 

The following tables show the monthly maximum and minimum 
thermometric readings, registered at the headquarters station 
during the ten years from 1865 to 1874; and the monthly rainfall 
in inches, for the seventeen years from 1858 to 1874. See tables 
on pp. 189, 190. 

The Endemic Diseases of the District are chiefly malarial 
fevers in the low alluvial tract on the north of the Ganges, and in 
the jungly country lying between the hills in the extreme south ; 
dysentery, diarrhoea, and other forms of bowel disease, ophthalmia, 
bronchitis, pneumonia, asthma, calculus, leprosy, elephantiasis, goitre, 
and small-pox. Of malarial fevers there are intermittent and remit- 
tent fevers, which are prevalent during the rains and the beginning of 
the cold weather. The intermittent form is the most commonly met 
with, and it usually assumes the quotidian type. Remittent fever 
is comparatively rare, not being much- seen except in exceptionally 
unhealthy years. On the whole, fevers of malarial origin are not so 
prevalent in this District as they are in most parts of Lower Bengal. 
The mortality returns show that fevers account for about 70 per 
cent of all deaths. This, of course, includes all diseases that show 
febrile symptoms in their course and end fatally, all such being 
grouped by the uneducated classes under this one great head. 
Dysentery is found at all seasons of the year, but it is perhaps most 
generally prevalent during the cold weather. The poorer classes suffer 

\Sente71ce cofiiinued on page 191. 



Table of Maximum and Minimum Thermometric Readings registered at the Headqi/arters 
Station of Monghyr District, from 1865 to 1874. 
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Table op the Rainfall registered at the Headquarters Station op Monghyr District* 

FROM 1858 to 1874. 
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ENDEMIC DISEASES OF THE DISTRICT 191 
Sentence continued from fage 188,] 

most from it, a fact which maybe attributed to their greater exposure 
to the vicissitudes of temperature, and also, no doubt, to bad food, 
scanty clothing, and other privations- Diarrhoea is also met with at 
all seasons, but is most common at the beginning and end of the 
rains. Diarrhoea and dysentery account for about 3 per cent, of 
the total mortality. Ophthalmia is very common among all classses 
during the months of April and May, when the hot west winds, 
loaded with dust, are blowing. It is often only a mild form of 
conjunctivitis ; but among the poor it is seen as purulent ophthalmia, 
resulting in total destruction of the eye, or in the formation of 
permanent opacities of the cornea. Bronchitis is very common in 
the cold weather, and is chiefly noticed in the old and poor. 
Pneumonia is rare. Asthma is prevalent, chiefly among the old, 
but it is by no means limited to them. Calculus occurs in all parts 
of the District, and is mostly found in children. It is thought that 
it is more prevalent in the villages near Kharakpur than elsewhere. 
Uric acid and phosphatic calculi are the forms of this complaint 
most usually met with. Leprosy, or Elephantiasis Graecorum, is very 
commonly seen all over the District Two varieties of this disease 
are equally common, — the tubercular Elephantiasis, Graecorum 
tuberculata ; and the anaesthetic or atrophic type, Elephantiasis 
Graecorum anaesthetica. They are mostly found among the lower 
castes, such as the Dosddhs, Mus^hars, and Dorns, but also 
among Muhammadans and the higher -caste Hindus. Nothing 
is known definitely as to its cause. Some sufferers attribute it to 
syphilis, some to heredity ; but the larger number can assign no 
cause except that it was given them as a mark of divine favour or 
displeasure. It occurs at all ages, but generally begins after 20. 
It is perhaps more common among males than females. What the 
duration of the disease may be has not bOen ascertained, but 
there are some patients at present attending the dispensary who 
have had the disease for 25 years and upwards. I append in the 
following section a detailed report on this remarkable disease. 
Elephantiasis Arabiim is very rare. There are three or four 
cases in the town of Monghyr, but elsewhere it is almost unknown 
in the District Goitre is found in the villages along the banks of 
the Gandak and the Tiljdg^, but is not met with among the people 
living in the hilly country about Kharakpur, or in other parts of the 
District. It is supposed to owe its prevalence on the banks of these 
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rivers to the presence of lime and magnesia found in solution in 
their waters. There has been no analysis to show this ; but as 
these two rivers are said to be sources from which the large kankar 
beds found in their neighbourhood are deposited, it seems natural 
to conclude that salts of lime and magnesia are present in their 
waters. In the five years from 1869 to 1873 cases of 

goitre were treated in the dispensaries of the District, — three at 
Monghyr, and one at Begu Sardi. In the jail, however, five cases 
came under the notice of the visiting medical officer in 1873, of 
which came from the Begu Sar^ Subdivision. Srtiall-pox, although 
it is ordinarily regarded as an epidemic, is in this District, as in 
every other where inoculation largely prevails, in reality an endemic, 
from which the people are never free. 

Leprosy. — In 1863 the Civil Surgeon drew up the following re- 
port on leprosy, in* answer to a series of interrogatories circulated by 
the London College of Physicians. In the ' short time,' as he writes, 
during wliich he was able to direct attention to the subject when 
writing his report, no less than fifty cases came under his notice. 

^ Leprosy is known in the District of Monghyr, and occurs in two 
distinct varieties ; in very few instances as Lepra Araburii, or ele- 
phantiasis, and as Lepra Grsecorum, which is extremely prevalent, 
and manifests itself from the very commencement under two forms, 
atrophy and hypertrophy. The natives of the District call all these 
species by the generic term kuri. Although in their ultimate results 
these two varieties of leprosy (of the Arabs and Greeks) may be 
considered as identical diseases, — a cachexia of a specific nature, 
resulting from abnormal innervation and nutrition, and ending in 
anasmia, impairment of the vital functions of the system, and conse- 
quently exhaustion and death, — yet at the. outset and progress the 
characters of these tw^o varieties are so distinctive, as to leave 
scarcely any doubt that we have before us two independent diseases, 
which differ in their origin and exciting causes, but which may be 
co-existent in the same individual. My reasons for believing the 
above to be the case are as follows : — Lepra Arabum shows itself 
more as a local affection, and may up to a certain degree of develop- 
ment be removed by the knife, — ^for instance, in the hypertrophy of 
the scrotum ; in Lepra Grsecorum such is not the case. There is a 
periodical fever in the former, distinctly perceptible ; not so in the 
latter. Lepra Arabum is more prevalent in the moisti climate of 
Bengal than in the diy Province of Behar, to which Monghyr 
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beloagi ; and I cannot help believing that, although it may be 
hereditary, the exciting cause thereof is in all probability the damp 
malarious heat which prevails in the Lower Provinces. The chief 
reason, however, which I beg to adduce in support of my belief in 
two distinct varieties, is the difference in the behaviour of the 
functions of the nervous system. In all well-marked cases of Lepra 
Grsecorum, the first symptom observed by the patient is the impair- 
ment of the ultimate ramifications of the nervous filaments, which 
supply the affected part of the integument with sensation ; and 
hence the change of the character of that organ, not only as regards 
its functions, but also its appearance, namely, discoloration, and in 
most cases a peculiarly shining aspect of the patches affected with 
anaesthesia. 

' The sub-varieties of the Lepra Graecorum, as mentioned at the 
beginning, I assume to be the hypertrophic and the atrophic. In 
the first, a patch of the size of a sixpence, or smaller, is observed 
on the forehead or the cheek ; the latter locality appears to be more 
frequent ; the patch is darker than the circumference, and is soon 
followed by a sindilar one, either in its vicinity or the opposite side, 
or on the lips or ears; the integument of the nose becomes 
thickened ; distinct and isolated tubercles begin to grow, sometimes 
to the size of a filbert or even larger, over which the innervation 
continues, or if impaired at all, it is so at first but to an inconsider- 
able extent. In the course of time, after five or ten years, the skin 
of the lower extremities, especially the feet, which are often 
covered with an exzematous eruption, becomes hypertrophied, very 
much like elephantiasis; the innervation appears to be getting daily 
more impaired, deep fissures form on the soles and between the 
toes, which exude an ichorous fluid. These fissures degenerate 
into sores, spreading over the heel or encircling the roots of the toes, 
which in course of time are severed from the tarsus, in consequence 
of the gradual destruction of skin, muscles, and ligaments. These 
stumps continue, not unfrequently, as permanent running sores ; or 
if a scar should form, it is always like what we see after cachectic 
ulcers, thin, shining, and discoloured. The same destructive pro- 
cess may be going on with the upper extremities. This 1 would 
call the hypertrophic variety of Lepra Grsecorum, Under the 
atrophic variety I should class 'those cases in which the disease 
manifests itself from the commencement with local ansesthesia and 
a light discoloration of the integument Whilst in the h3q)eitrophic 
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variety the hue is one or two shades darker than the surrounding 
.skin, in this it is quite the reverse; the absence of pigment in the 
rete mucosum increasing in some cases to such an extent, that per- 
fectly white vitiligoid patches with white hair upon them make their 
appearance on the coloured , skin. These patches appear on the 
vertex, the forehead, covering sometimes the whole nose, on the 
trunk, or on the upper and lower extremities. In size they vary 
froip that of a pin’s head to a patch that would hardly be covered 
by the whole hand ; they are always, independently of the shade of 
the colour, dry and shining. The epidermis must be falling off 
more rapidly than in the normal state, because it is. in these very 
patches, especially on the extremities, that the first blisters and 
ulcerations occur, leaving, as in the hypertrophic variety, running 
sores, which, however, in by far the greater number of cases heal 
up at first, leaving cicatrices with contraction of toes and fingers, 
the scars themselves assuming invariably a vitiligoid discoloration. 
This I never observed in cases of the hypertrophic variety which 
came under my notice. In Monghyr District the atrophic variety is 
by far the most common. It is to this form that eight out of my 
ten first cases belonged. 

^ The youngest leprotic patient I ever saw was a Musalmdn boy 
twelve years of age, in whom the disease was said to have already 
existed for twelve months. The earliest S3rmptom leading me to 
suspect leprosy, which the sufferer tries to conceal as long as he 
can, is a slight but even (not tubercular) hypertrophy of the toes, a 
peculiar shining appearance of the integument over them, uneven- 
ness of the nails, and fissures on the soles. The leprosy, though a 
loathsome and hitherto incurable disease, does not appear to be, 
even in its worst form, very destructive to life. The atrophic 
variety is, according to my limited experience, the most destructive ; 
yet I could advance nothing beyond mere. guesses in determining 
the period of years over which the disease may be protracted. One 
of my cases is a leper of twenty-five years standing, affected with 
the worst form o'f the disease, in whom the powers of reproduction 
do not seem to have been impaired for a number of years. Her 
state is very distressing now, but she may live for years yet to come. 

I have no reason to suppose that sex makes any difference in the 
frequency of the disease. I believe that all degrees and castes of 
the native community are subject to it. The poor and indigent are 
those who, by their habits or in consequence of scanty means of 
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subsistence, are most subject to the chances of anaemia, and appear 
most prone to become early victims of the complaint Almost all 
the leprotic patients have the impression that some previous illness, 
especially cutaneous disease or syphilis, has preceded or aggravated 
their affliction. I believe the disease to be hereditaiy in many 
cases, although among all those whose histories I could put on 
record, I succeeded in one instance only in obtaining the patienf s 
admission that there was leprpsy in the family. If we are to put 
confidence in the general assertion of the lepers themselves, it 
wcSuld appear that in by fat the greater number of cases the disease 
is not hereditary. Leprosy, in my opinion, has but an accidental 
connection with syphilis, though in some cases the disease is 
attributed to syphilis by the patient I can adduce no case of the 
disease as the result of contagion. I knpw, however, of a very 
intelligent native practitioner who was not afraid to give his only 
daughter in marriage to a man of twenty years, although be was 
bom of leprotic parents, and already himself showed symptoms of 
the atfection. This case would tend to prove that, in the opinion 
of even educated natives, leprosy is not contagious. There is no 
restriction put on persons affected with the disease in Monghyr 
District. They are -allowed to communicate freely with the rest of 
the community. I saw several cases obtaining considerable relief 
from hygienic measures, well-regulated diet, and the use of arsenic, 
Asclepias gigantea, but especially the oil and poultices of the seeds 
of Chaulmiigra odorata. Lawsonia inermis applied in poultices has 
also proved beneficial. I saw indolent leprotic ulcers, which 
threatened to detach toes and fingers, completely healed up by 
Chaulmugra; the scars, however, were wanting in pigment and 
affected with anaesthesia. But this satisfactory condition, such as 
it was, did not last many months ; because, without any apparent 
stimulus, small blisters formed on the scars or other parts of the 
body, followed by unhealthy-looking ulcerations, which, if healed 
over, were again succeeded by^ others. These temporary cures, 
however, I observed merely in young subjects, and where the con- 
stitution was not broken down. I know of no case in which a 
spontaneous cure occurred.’ 

Epidemics. — It is very difficult to give an account of the diseases 
which have been epidemic in Monghyr District, even during the 
last few years. Cholera is the most frequent of these diseases. 

1862 it was severe in every part of the District, and in the beginning 
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of April found its way into the jail In twenty-three days there were 
twenty-five cases and fourteen deaths, or 56 per cent, of those 
attacked succumbed. The jail outbreak was most remarkable for 
the manner of treatment A theory had been suggested that the 
ultimate cause of death was the stopping of the action of the heart 
by the clotting of the blood, caused by the withdrawal of its liquid 
elements by the drawing action of the disease. This theor}'- has 
since been proved to be fallacious ; but the treatment based upon 
it is deserving of record. It was imagined that collapse was the 
sign that the heart was beginning to be unable to circulate the 
thickened blood, and it was proposed then to have recourse to 
phlebotomy. The rationale of reducing the quantity of life-giving 
fluid, at the very time it was beginning to fail and dry up, does not 
readily appear.- The process certainly was not a success, death 
ensuing in every case in which it was tried. 

In 1869 cholera was very prevalent in most of the bazars of 
the town. There were 95 cases between iSth- February and 
2d April, in 34 of which death followed. The Civil Surgeon 
did not believe that this total presented anything like a correct 
estimate of the severity of the outbreak, as many cases never came 
under any treatment whatever, and many were treated by Europ- 
eans and others who habitually keep private supplies of medicines. 
On the lyth April he asked for the appointment of an extra estab- 
lishment, and on the 19th reported that the disease was spreading 
into the neighbouring villages, and w^as aggravated by the presence 
of much small-pox. On ist June it was represented as ^raging’ 
so far east as Bari^rpur, During the famine of 1874 a large num- 
ber of labourers, said to amount to four or five hundred at the 
time of the outbreak, were employed on the irrigation works on 
the river Man at Kharakpur. About the loth of May' cholera ap- 
peared amongst them, and continued until ihe 8th June. About 
a week after its appearance at the works, it broke out in a part of 
^tbdzdr two - miles distant, inhabited by some members of the 
cowherd caste, the persons attacked being those who used to. 
supply milk todhe labourers. There was no evidence, however, 
to shov; that the disease was originally imparted through the. agency 
of human intercourse. Altogether 123 cases came to notice, — 43 
among the labourers, and 80 among the bazar population. The 
admissions to hospital ranged from i to 8 a day, with the 
exception of the 27th May, when 26 cases were registered! On' 
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that day there was the first heavy fall of the rains, which flooded 
the Man, and brought down large quantities of rubbish and de- 
caying vegetable matter that had been accumulating for months. 
The disease could not have been of a very malignant type, the 
mortality being comparatively small. Among the 123 cases only 
12 deaths occurred, 8 of labourers and 4 in the bdzdr. The Civil 
Surgeon mentions the following local circumstances as disposing 
to cholera. The labourers employed were generally low -caste 
men, including Dosddhs, Ch^mdrs, and Santdls, wht j live regardless 
of all sanitary considerations, and eat every kind of garbage. They 
were badly clothed and housed, and had to work for hours in the 
bed of the river, in water polluted by debris and the action of 
machinery. The water they drank was decidedly bad, and the 
food supplied by the contractors was likewise of very inferior 
quality. ' Some Burmah rice was condemned by the Hospital 
Assistant Surgeon in charge, as unfit for food. A short time 
previously, a storm had blown down a great quantity of unripe 
mangoes, which, with the petals of the mahud tree, were eaten by 
the labourers, and probably affected them prejudicially. The heat 
at the time was very intense at the foot of the hills, the ther- 
mometer standing at 106“ inside the Assistant Manager's house, 
and 110° outside in the shade. 

Mortuary Statistics collected through the regular and village 
police are still very unsatisfactory, the rate returned in 1874 being 
only 6*98 per thousand, or 12,660 deaths for the whole District; 
of which 6997 were deaths of males, and 5663 of females ; 1059 of 
infants under one year of age, and ,1943 of children under seven. In 
order to arrive at more accurate figures, limited areas in the head- 
quarters town and the subdivisional towns of Begu Sardi and Jamdi 
were selected, in which observations might be made under the imme- 
diate supervision of the medical and executive officers. The number 
of deaths with their causes registered in 1874 were: — In Monghyr 
area, with a population of 26,274 souls: cholera, 18; small-pox, 
122; fevers, 360; bow-^el complaints, 76; suicides, 4; wounds, 19; 
accidents, 4 ; snake bite or injuries by wild beasts, 5 ; all other 
causes,, 112 : total from all causes, 741 or 28*2 per thousand 
of the population. Of these, 399 were deaths of males, 342 of 
females, 205 of children under seven years of age, and 91 of 
infants under one year. In Begu Sarai area, with a population of 
10,016 souls, the number and causes of deaths were: — SmaU-pox, 
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6; fevers, 234; bowel complaint, 6; woundings, 3; accidents, 4; 
snake bite or injuries by wild beasts, 2 ; all other causes, 9 : total 
from all causes, 264 or 26’35 perthousand of the population. Of 
these, 180 were deaths of males, 84 of females, 32 of children 
under seven years of age, and 51 of infants under one year. In 
Jamdf area, with a population of 10,410 souls, the returns were, 
— from cholera, i death; small-pox, 10 ; fevers, 210; bowel com- 
plaints, 16 ; accidents, 2 ; snake bite or injuries by wild beasts, 2 \ all 
other causes, 25 : total from all causes, 273 or 26*22 per thousand 
of the population. Of these, 138 were deaths of males, 145 of 
females, 63 of children under sev^n years of age, and 7 1 of infants 
under one year. 

The Kabirajs or Hindu physicians of Behar are possessed of 
a system of medicine which, in the hands of the more educated 
members of the profession, is on the whole rational,* though founded 
on a vague and h3rpothetical ki^owledge. There ard besides a large 
number of quack doctors, in league with the village ojhds or spirit 
charmers and low Brdhm^s, who recommend incantations, charms, 
and the performance of ^ujds. In the following list of indigenous 
drugs used in the native pharmacopoeia, the number of aphrodisiacs 
is very striking. It is in this cla^^ of medicines, and ' amongst the 
people who use them, that the practice of the quacks is largest. 
At the outset of cholera, kaUrdjs usually administer a pill con- 
taining opium^,.caniphor, and nutn^eg. In collapse they prescribe 
rasun^ a medicine whose action is stimulating ; as a diuretic, the 
faecal matter of mice moistened with the juice of the plantain tree 
is applied to the navel. When thirst is excessive, an electuary 
made of honey and cinnamon powder is placed on the tongue; 
water is given sparingly. In native medical works eight kinds of 
fever are described. Of these the principal are the nervous, the 
bilious, and the catarrhal. The most complicated form is that in 
which the symptoms of all these three forms are present The 
remedy suited for the treatment of all kinds of fever is called 
sudarshan churnd^ containing fifty medicinal substances, most of 
which possess febrifuge properties. Purgatives are never given at 
the outset. Fasting is strictly enjoined during the first four or five 
days of the attack. In dysentery and diarrhoea,^ the medicines 
commonly given are taken froih the class ot carminatives and 
antiperiodics. A compound medicine used in fevers contains, 
amongst other drugs, mercury, gold, talc, copper pyrites, and harU 
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taki {Terminalia chebula). For spleen, a compound called pdn- 
chan is used, which consists of the following ingredients : — ^Aloes, 
umors, lime juice from the kdgchi^ a small and very acid variety 
of Citrus acida, rock salt; black salt, and vinegar. For dysentery, 
cloves, ajdwan^ assafoetida, rock salt, black pepper, bay leaves, and 
mint are used in . various combinations. Cow’s urine is often ad- 
ministered in liver disease. 

Indigenous Drugs. — The foUowing list of native drugs in use 
in this District is partly derived from the Civil Surgeon’s return, and 
partly from local inquiry. The majority of the plants mentioned, 
which are not stated to be imported, are indigenous. A large pro- 
portion of the mineral medicines are found in the southern hills : 
— (i) Adrak (Zinziber officinale). Eaten with pepper in cases of 
indigestion. (2) Akarkera (Pyrethrum parthenium). The powder 
of the root is used as an expectorant A small piece of the root 
inserted into the hole of a decayed tooth is said to allay the pain 
of toothache. (3) Ajdwan (Ptychotis ajowan). The seeds are used 
as a carminative in flatulent colic. (4) Am-ki-gdtli (Mangifera 
Indica). The powder of the seed is used as an astringent in 
chronic dysentery, together with opium. (5) Ainalids-kaphal 
(Cassia fistula). The pulp is used as a gentle laxative, in combina- 
tion with other medicines. (6) Anantdmul (Hemidesmus Indicus). 
The root is u^ed as a diuretic and diaphoretic; also as an altera- 
tive and tonic. (7) (Punica granatum). The 

root and bark are used as an anthelmintic. The nnd of the fruit is 
used as an astringent in diarrhoea and dysentery. (8) Aphim 
(Papaver somiiiferum), opium, a sedative and stimulant. (9) Atis 
(Aconitum heterophyllum), brought from the Himalayas, where it 
grows at’ a height of 13,000 feet above the sea. The powdered root 
is an anti-periodic in intermittent fevers, in doses of ten to twenty 
grains. It is especially useful in dispelling the symptoms of fever 
due to malaria, before the fever has openly declared itself. (10) 
Edbal-kd-gond (Acacia Arabica), gum arabic. (ii) Babund safaid 
(Artemisia vulgaris), field camomile, used as a tonic and 
febrifuge. (12) Bdnslochan or tabaskir (Bambusa arundinacea), a 
siliceous concrete found in the joints of bamboos, used as an aph- 
rodisiac in doses of five to twenty grains. (13) Banafsha (Viola 
odortfta). Used in fevers as a diaphoretic and sudorific; and for 
children as an emetic, in doses of twenty to twenty-four grains. 
This and the following (No. 14) are probably Himalayan plants, but 
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are said to be found in the southern hills. (14) Bekh-hanafsha (Iris 
florentina), is imported from K^bul, and is used both as a scent 
and as a stimulant, in doses of five to twenty grains. (15) Bel 
(^gle •marmelos). A febrifuge, and the fruit is much used in dysen- 
tery. (16) Bishndg (Aconitum ferox), comes from the Himalayas, 
and is used as an aphrodisiac. It is spoken of by natives as mitM 
zahr^ or sweet poison. One-sixteenth of a grain is the dose. (17) 
Chamfutl^ a species of epephytal orchid, perhaps Dendrobium 
elevatum. The dried plant is brought from Nepdl, and used as a 
sce^^t and as an aphrodisiac. (18) Charas (Cannabis sativa). The 
resinous exudation from this plant is used as a narcotic, stimulant, 
and aphrodisiac. , One-quarter of a grain to two grains forms a dose. 
(19) Chaulmugra (Gynocardia odorata). The oil of the seeds is 
applied in itch. Taken internally it is an emetic. (20) Chiretta 
(Ophelia chirata). A tonic and febrifuge. (21) Ldl chitra 
(Plumbago rosea), the ldl chitrd of Bengal. The root is a 
sialogogue and vesicant ; also a stimulant used to produce 
abortion, in doses of a half to three grains. (22) Safaid chitra 
(Plumbago zeylanica). An irritant and vesicant used locally ; also 
given to produce abortion. (23) Ddlchini (Cinnamomum zeylani- 
cum), cinnamon, a native of Ceylon. Used as a carminative and 
stimulant. (24) Ddlshikra (Hydrargerum bichloridum), corrosive 
sublimate. Rarely used in medicine. {25) Dhanyd (Coriandrum 
sativum). Used as a condiment and carminative. (26) Dhdtuni 
(Croton tiglium). The bark of the root is used as a cathartic, and 
to induce abortion. (27) Dhdtdrd (Datura stramonium). A 
common poison, of which the seeds are smoked with benefit in 
asthma. (28) Dhatird-ka-phiil (Grislea tomentosa), has a gum veiy' 
like tragacanth. The dried flowers are a stimulant, and are used 
for promoting parturition. (29) Dudiyd (Euphorbia thymifolia). 
Used as a stimulant and laxative. (30) Dhnhu (Ligusticum dif- 
fusum), an umbelliferous plant, also called jangli jdiphaL It is 
aromatic and carminative. (31) Ehva or musahar (Aloe perfo- 
liata), also called ghikimar. Used as a purgative and externally 
as an astringent, the dose being from five to twenty grains. (32) 
Gandha birosa (Boswellia thurifera). Used externally as a stimulant 
ointment; internally in gonorrhoea. (33) Gandhak^ or sulphur. 
Used to cure itch, and as a purgative. (34) Gilla (Entada 
pursoetha).. The seeds are used internally as an aphrodisiac and 
expectorant, in doses of five to twenty grains. (35) Golmarich 
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(Piper nigtiim). A stimulant and febrifuge. (36) G^gal-ka-gond 
(Balsamo<ien« 4 ron mukul), or gum bdellium. Used as a substitute 
for myrrh. (37) Gtd-i-hdbumi (Matricaria chamomilla), or camo- 
mile flowers. A native of Persia. Used as a febrifuge and laxa- 
tive, in doses of five to twenty-five grains. (38) Habdhir (Juni- 
perus communis). The dried berries are brought from Nepil, and 
used as a diuretic, and in the cure of gonorrhoea. (39) Haldi 
(Curcuma longa), or turmeric. Is given in the following prescrip- 
tion for enlargement of the spleen : — ten grains of haldi^ five of bi- 
chlorate of soda, five of aloes, two of sulphate of iron, and three of 
rhubarb. (40) Hantaki (Terminalia chebula). The unripe fruit, 
known as jdngi hard, is given with sang jardhat, or steatite, and 
opium, to cure haemorrhage in acute dysentery. Thirty grains of 
the ripe fruit, hard hard, are given as a purgative, with senna and 
black salt (41) Harsinghdr (Nyctanthes arbor tristis). Given 
internally in dysmenorrhoea, in doses from five grains to one 
scruple. (42) Hing (Narthex asafoetida), or assafoetida; a native 
of Persia, largely imported. Used as a carminative and digestive. 
(43) Ildchi (Elettaria cardamomum) ; brought from the Malay 
Archipelago. A carminative and stimulant (44) Imli or Tetul 
(Tamarindus Indica). Used as a laxative. (45) Indrajab 
(Wrightia anti-dysenterica). The seeds and bark in infusion are 
given in dysentery. (46) Xngur (red sulphuret of mercury). Not 
used internally. (47) Isdbgul (Plantago ispaghula). The seed 
highly mucilaginous, and very much used as a demulcent (48) 
Jallakri (Nardbstachys jatamansi), or wild valerian, supposed to be 
the ancient spikenard. Used as a refrigerant (49) Jangdl (sub- 
acetate of copper). Used in ointments. (50) Jawdshir (Opoponax 
chironium). Used as a stimulant (51) Kahdb chini (Piper 
cubeba). Imported, and used as a stimulant to the urinary organs. 
(52) Kdldddnd (Pharbitis nil). The half roasted and powdered 
seeds are used as a purgative. (53) Kdld nimak, or black salt 
Used as a digestive. (54) Kalmi shord, nitrate of potash. Given 
internally as cooling in gonorrhoea and fever. (55) Kamela 
(Daphne mezereon). The seed imported from Kdbul, and used as 
an irritant The same name is applied to the powder of the seed- 
vessel of Mallotus Phiilipensis. (56) Kaphur (Camphora officina- 
rum). A native of the Malay Islands. Used as a stimulant ex- 
ternally and internally. (57) Karbidja (Cucumis melo). The seeds 
used in dysentery. (58) Mrd (Cucumis utilissimus). The seeds 
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used in dysentery. (59) Kasmi (Cichorium intybu^). The flowers, 
infused with rose leaves, are given in dysentery. (60) Kath 
(Acacia catechu). Generally used as an astringent and tonic. 
(61) Kath karanja (Guilandina bonduc). Ten to twenty grains 
of the powdered seeds are given as an anti-periodic, an hour 
before an attack of fever is expected, (62) Kuchild (Strych- 
nos nux vomica). The seeds used as an anti-periodic tonic and 
aphrodisiac. (63) Kutild (Astragulus verus), tragacanth. Im- 
ported from the North-West. Used as a demulcent in gonorrhoea, 
(64) Laufig (Caryophyllus aromaticus), or oil of cloves. Imported 
from Ceylon. A stimulant. (65) Ztid idUyd^ or sulphate of cop- 
per. Used as an escharotic. (66) Lohd-kd-lochan^ iron filings. 
Used as a tonic. (67) Madar (Calotropis gigantea). The powdered 
root is similar in effect, but inferior to Ipecacuanha. (68) Mansdl 
or mainchal (Arsenicum bi-sujphuretum), an orange-yellow sulphuret 
of arsenic, composed of orpiment and realgar ; given in itch and 
other complaints. (69) Mati-kadel (Arachis hypogoea). Used exter- 
nally in rheumatism. (70) Mahud ka-hakal (Bassia latifolia). The 
bark is used in decoction as an astringent and tonic. (71) Mochras 
(Bombax Malabaricum). The gum of the simul tree; given to 
children as a laxative. (72) Mom safaid (Cera alba), or white wax. 
Used in ointments. (73) Mom zard (Cera flava). Used in ointments. 
(74) Ndgeswar (Mesua feitea). Grown in gardens. The dried 
pistils are used like saffron in scents and spiced dishes, and the 
berries in fevers ; the pistils are also given with sulpliur internally 
in dyspepsia. (75) Nasddar (Ammonia murias), muriate of am- 
monia, Used externally. (76) A^m^f//-/^^-/^^‘(Strychnos potatorum). 
The seeds are used to clear w^ater; and externally as an astringent. 
(77) Nim (Azadirachta Indica) ; the leaves and bark are used as a 
febrifuge, and in cutaneous diseases ; in doses of forty grains to half 
an ounce. (78) Nil (Indigofera tinctoria). The leaves, powdered, 
are used .as an alterative in hepatitis ; given in decoction for calcu- 
lus; also used externally in the treatment of wounds. (79) Fapita^ 
a species of Stiychnos, perhaps S. Ignatii or S. multiflora, a native of 
the Philippines. The seed used as a narcotic and stimulant; in 
doses of a quarter-grain to four grains. It is also a poison. (80) 
Pdrd (Hydrargerum), quicksilver. Used internally as an alterative 
and purgative. Dose, a quarter-grain to two grains mixed with ghu 
(81) (Hsematoxylon Campeachianum). Imported; whence 

I 'Cannot learn. Used as an astringent in diarrhoea. (82) Piplamor 
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(Piper longum), the root of the long pepper. Used as a stimulant, 
in doses of live grains to one scruple. (83) Phitkari^ super-sulphate 
of alumina and potash (alum). Used internally and externally. 
(84) Post-ka-tel (Oleum papaveris), or poppy-oil. (85) Rai (Sinapis 
nigra and S. dichotoma) ; several kinds of mustard-seed are much 
used internally. (86) (Hydrargerum chloridum), impure 

proto-chloride of mercury. A laxative. Used also in ointments. 
(87) Raswat (Berberis Asiatica and B. aristata), native of the 
mountainous countries north of Hindustan, including Nepil. Ten 
to thirty grains, of extract are given as anti-periodic in fever. It 
has also a laxative tendency. (88) Rendhi-ka-tel (Ricinus conimunis), 
or castor oil. Used as a purgative. (89) Resha khaimi (Sidaalba). 
The powdered root is given in dysentery, and as a refrigerant. (90) 
Rewand chini^ a species of Rheum; a root like rhubarb, of an 
inferior kind. (91) Rithd (Sapindus emarginatus and S. detergens). 
The nut is used as a soap and as an expectorant in coughs. (92) 
Rumi masfangi (Pistacia lentiscus), or gum mastic, from Afghanistan. 
Used as a , perfume and as an aphrodisiac. (93) Sabun mati^ or 
fullers' earth. Used to check diarrhoea. (94) Safaid ghangcht 
(Abrus precatorius), a stimulant The powdered root used as a 
substitute for liquorice. (95) Sdgu (Sagus Isevis), or sago, imported 
from Malacca and Sumatra. (96) Samhal khar^ arsenious acid. 
Used in leprosy and to cure snake bites, in the form of ointments, 
(97) Sangjurdhat^ or steatite. Used with cubebs as an astringent 
in gonorrhoea, and to heal wounds. (98) Sauna makki (Cassia 
senna), a common purgative. (99) Shatara (Fumaria parviflora), 
dried plant used in infusion with chireita as a tonic and febrifuge, with 
kdldddnd as an alterative. (100) Sirkd (Acidum aceticum), vinegar 
made from the juices of the Borassus flabelliformus, and Phoenix 
dactylifera and P, sylvestris. A refrigerant. (loi) Sirkhist^ an exu- 
dation from Alhagi desertorum, Tamarix mannifera, and probably 
other plants. Imported from Arabia and Persia. Used as a laxa- 
tive. (102) Sisd^ or lead ; the oxides given as aphrodisiacs. (103) 
Shora^ nitrate of potash. (104) Sohdga (borax), or bi-borate of soda. 
Used extensively externally; also given internally as a laxative. 
(105) Sontrdj (Vemonia anthelmintica), anthelmintic and purgative. 
Used in snake cures. It kills pediculi. (106) Saunf (Pimpinella 
anisum), or aniseed. Imported. The root is used as carminative 
and deobstruent (107) Surtnd (Antimonii suJphuretum), or black 
antimony, used as an ointment to strengthen the eyesight. (108) 
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empowering them to operate) Has considerably increased, being 134 
against 92 last year.. They are generally late in presenting them- 
selves, and only work over a short period. They are ifomished 
with an order to the police to be allowed to operate in certain 
circles. In the event of any of them being discovered practising 
inoculation, the police are requested to report the matter at once. 
Each man works among the inhabitants of a few villages in the 
vicinity of his own ; and, in fact, this is the only way of getting the 
people to submit to the operation. These men are generally 
known to the villagers, and they repose confidence in them, which 
would not be accorded to strangers. I have no doubt that some 
of them may not be honest, and may practise inoculation on the sly, 
but many of them do good work. The returns show an increase in 
the operations performed by them of 12,961 against 12,531.’ 

The tabular statement on the next page, showing the number of 
persons vaccinated during the seventeen years from 1858 to 1874, 
has been furnished to me by the Civil Surgeon. It will be observed 
that operations have been discontinued entirely of late years daring 
the hot weather and rains. They were stated to be accompanied 
by considerable mortality amongst children. 

Fairs are very, few in the District of Monghyr, being confined to 
the vicinity of the headquarters town. On the north of the Ganges 
none are held, trade transactions being entirely carried on in the 
large hdzdrs and markets. The report of the civil surgeon in 1868 
on this subject gives the following information : — ‘ Fairs are held in 
the neighbourhood of Monghyr, though not within the limits of the 
municipality. At the Sit^kund hot springs, about four miles from 
Monghyr, fairs are held in November, January, and March. The 
average number attending them is 12,000. They only last for a 
day or two, and no outbreaks of disease seem to have occurred at 
them. At Rfshakund hot spring, about ten miles south of Monghyr, 
a fair is held once in three years. It is of no great importance, 
there being seldom more than 2000 people present. Although not 
strictly coming under the head of fajrs, an assemblage of the people, 
which takes place annually towards the end of April, may be men- 
tioned here. Thirty thousand cultivators are called together at 
that time from all parts of the District tO deliver up their opiurxi to 
the Government agents, and to receive the balance of cash due to 
them. As this is &e only occasion they have of leaving their own 

[Smtencc coniirtved 07 i fage^zoZ. 
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Sentence continued from page 206 ’ 
part of the District^ they tafee adyantoge of the opportunily to pur- 
chase doth, brass, and earthen vessels, e,tc,,"an!d miiny' hifndreds of 
tradesmen attend in order to supply tlieir wants. Formerly they were 
all surnmonecl for :.r.c first day of i!:c opium weighing, and for abStit 
a fortnight remained crowded together within a very small:- compass. 
Outbreaks of disease were- therefore common, and: in. 18 63 cholera 
caused great destruction of life; Under the arrangements .Jmade by 
die. present Sub-deputy Opium Agent, .only that number pf cultivators 
fffe' summoned for each day whose opium can be weighed and: to 
whom die: money due can be paid within the working' hours df the day. 
The men anrive at earliest on the previous evening, and continue to 
OTv'e all night. ' During the following day the opium is taken, and the 
money paid, and by sunset all are free to., return to. their homes. 
As a: rule, however, the evening is spent in making pUrcl:|ases, and 
op the following morning they depart.; The number of men^preseht 
at any one time is therefore reduced to a minirhum^ and the risk of 
disease and contagion proportionally lessened-^ ? 

! GkARiTABLE DISPENSARIES. — There are four dispensaries In 
Mongh)nr District, — two maintained at the headquarters station 
and at Begii Sard!,* and two branches of the former at Kharakpur 
and Jamiii. In 1873 the total number of in-door patients treated 
was 485, and out-door 11,882 ; grand total, 12,367, or a percentage 
of ‘68 on the whole population. 

The Monghyr Dispensary founded on the ist March 1846. 

* It is located in a fine masonry building on the east of thie fort, in 
an open, well -ventilated situation; while, at the Samfe time, it is 
sufficiently near to the principal bdzdrs of the, town, in which it has 
two sub-branches. It is in charge of a native assistant surgecin, 
under the immediate supervision of the Civil. Surgeon of the station. 

‘ If it had not landed property yielding a considerable : monthly 
revenue, the institution must have collapsed long-ago, pom the 
sheer want of the necessary funds to carry it on. The native isubscrip- 
tions for the past year (1873) amounted to only £16, This state of 
things was represented to the Municipal Committee, and. that body 
liberally granted an extra annual allowance of ^^30^ which, with a 
previous subscription, made their support equal to ;£\:o per annum. 
The income of the dispensary during the year 1873 was ^^705, 6s. 

-xi|d., of which ^237, 2s. qd. was the balance from the previous 
year; ;^ri9, 14s. 64 the salary of the establishment contributed by 


Govermnent j i|d. capje from local funds ; ;^43, 13s. 2d. 

was the interest on vested funds j ;^i 5 the subscription of Evuropeans ; 
j:^i6 that of natives ; ;^24o, 19s. sd. the rent of shops and houses, 
the property of the dispensary. The expenditure of the year was 
£6SSy4s. 3fd,' leaving a balance in hand of ;^i7, 2s. 3 d. The 
items were — ;£2ij, ns. 8d. for the salary of medical subordinates; 
;^9o, 2S. sd. for servants' wages; 7 s< sd. the cost of Mzdr 

medicines; ;^42, i6s. loj^d. the price of European medicines 
locally purchased ; :^86, i8s. 2d. for dieting the sick; ^2, ris. 6d. 
for wines and spirits; ^*^140, 14s. od. for repairs and. construction 
of buildings and house rent; and ^74, 13s. gd. for miscellaneous 
expenses for clothing, furniture, burials, etc. In 1872 there were 
254 indoor patients, against 365 in 1873, 621*0 outdoor patients 

against 7298. ; The female hospitad was finished in July j 87 2, and 
is a very fair building for the sum expended,— 17, los. od. It 
answers its purpose very well,; but will cost a good deal in annual 
repairs, being built of wood and bamboos, and not of brick or stone. 
There is accommodation for 8 females, and it is generally fairly 
well filled. Very small results from the teaching of midwifery may 
be expected, except in the case of the poorest and outcast classes. 
The Civil Surgeon writes : ^ I have tried to get a respectable 
woman to leam practical midwifery, but in this District it seems 
a hopeless task.' 

Begu Sarai Dispensary was established on ist September 
1872, and is almost entirely supported by European planters. The 
attendance has considerably increased, being 71 outdoor patients 
in 1873 against none in 1872, and 1266 indoor patients in 1873 
against 1055 in 1872. The income of the dispensary in 1873 was 
^265, i6s. 6|d., including a balance of ;;^29, ns, 5:|d. from the 
previous year. It was thus made up : — Contribution from Govern- 
iijent, ^65, 13s. o|d.; interest on invested funds, ^£*9 ; European 
donations and subscriptions, ;!^i27 ; native donations and subscrip- 
tions, ^34, 5:2s. dd. The expenditure of the year was ;:^23i, 12s. 
ii:Jd., leaving a balance j’n hand of £34, 3s. 7jd.; the items were — 
salary of medical subordinates, 34, 3s. ii|d.; servmts' wages, 
;^37, 8s. 4fd.; miscellaneous expenditure for' clothing, furniture, 
burials, etc., p^44, i6s. 5|d. 

Kharakpur Branch Dispensary was established in May 1871, 
and is entirely supported by th.e Darbhan^b. Although 

there is no lack of funds, there was injrchr diffiqpjly In-getring proper 
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accommodation, the dispensary being for a long time located in an 
old house in the heart of the hdzdr, A new building has lately 
been constructed, which during the famine was used as a rice store; 
but it has now (1875) been taken possession of by its legitimate 
occupants. The expenditure of the institution in 1873 amouifted 
to IS. 3d, In the same year there were 42 indoor patients, 

against 32 in 1872, and 2303 outdoor patients against 1550. The 
Deputy Surgeon-General inspected this dispensary on the loth 
November, and reports that the institution is evidently highly 
popular. He arrived at daybreak, and saw the frontage opposite 
the dispensary building soon filled with applicants for relief. 

Jamui Branch Dispensary was established in April 1867. A 
new building has been erected here also, and the institution is pow 
described as a promising one. In 1873 its income was £1$^^ 
9s. od., of which ^119, 12s. 7jd. was the balance from the previous 
year. The expenditure was 12s. 6|d., leaving a bailee in 

hand of £121, i6s. 5jd. 

In 1874 the Civil Surgeon made a return of the number of 
patients who had been treated at each of the dispensaries in each 
of the five years from 1869 to 1873, At the Monghyr dispensary 
in 1869, 5019 patients came under treatment; in 1870, '*5308; in 
1871, 6434; in 1872, 6464; in 1873, 7^63* l^otal patients treated, 
30,888. In Begu Sarai dispensary, in 1872, 1053 patients were 
treated; in 1873, 1273; total 2290 patients. In Jamui dispensary, 
in 1870. 803 patients were treated; in 1871, 637; in 1872, 837; 
in 1873, 988: total patients, 3265. In Kharakpur dispensary, in 
1871, 1396 patients were treated; in 1872, 1569; in 1873, 2269: 
total patients, 5234. Grand total of patients treated, 41,677. 

Conservancy and Sanitation. —The only portions of the Dis- 
trict in which conservancy and sanitation are at all attended to are 
the small areas included within the municipal limits of Monghyr 
and Jamilpur ; and it is only with regard to the former that reports 
on these subjects have been drawn up. In the rest of the District 
no means are taken to improve the public health, by means of 
increased cleanliness or other sanitary measures. Even in tlie 
municipalities, the condition of the minor public thoroughfares and 
all private premises was, until lately, very unsatisfactory. In 1868 
the Civil Surgeon wrote : ‘ The main streets of Monghyr are kept 
clean, but otherwise the state of the town is much the same as it 
must ever have been. As soon as you leave these main streets, 
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you come across heaps of putxef3^g filth and large holes full of 
foetid fluids. Drainage is imperfect, partly because it is incomplete, 
partly because the- levels of the drains are not correct “ The rain 
water finds for ifsetf a path in the centre of the roads. At intervals, 
when the rain is very heavy, it finds its way into a drain, which may 
thus be cleared out There are in several parts of the town hollows 
of great extent and of irregular shape and depth. These have not 
been constructed originally as tanks, but have arisen from the earth 
having been gradually removed for building the huts in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood, or for brick making. The description of one 
of these wiU suffice for all It lies in an open space to the east of 
the town, completely surrounded by houses. It is oif irregular 
shape, about loo yards in length and breadth, and is partially filled 
with black, muddy water, the accumulation of all the surface drainage 
in the neighbourhood. Numbers of people are bathing and wash- 
ing clothes, while the portion of the hollow not now under water 
is being used as a public necessary. Later in the season the water 
dries up, and only a foetid black ooze is left In the hot weather 
it is perfectly dry.* 

Within the last few years, however, there has been a great advance 
made. The refuse and sweepings of the streets are now carefully 
removed beyond the municipal boundaries, for which purposes 
six buHock carts and fourteen scavengers are employed. Latrines 
have ihcreased in number from two in 1868 to fourteen in 1874, 
in which year fifty-one sweepers were employed in removing 
the excreta, which are ultimately deposited on the municipal 
farm. The report of the Civil Surgeon for 1874 describes in 
the present conservancy arrangements : — ‘The dry -earth 
S3^tem is carried out and answers very well There is no regular 
or coimected system of drainage, but this subject is under 
discussion. An attempt is being made, in accordance with the 
suggestion of the Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal, to remove the 
coverings over the old deep drains, which exist in the municipal 
streets. These drains in their present state are so closed in as to 
be almost useless for the purpose originally intended, and, in fact, 
are converted into so many cess -pits. In addition, the public 
thoroughfare has been encroached upon, as the platform of the 
drain is in most mstances a continuation of the floor of the house, 
and in order to protect this addition the roof of the house has been 
proportionally projected into the street This has been going on 
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so long and insidiously, that there, may be great opposition offered 
to the proposed improvement. It was resolved by a spedai com- 
mittee, appointed to consider the best kind of drainage for the 
town, that open saucer drains would answer best*. ” 

’^Monghyr has an abundant supply of water from the Ganges, and 
numerous wells. Many of the wells have been improved during 
the past year, by the addition of masonry platforms and drains tcj 
let off the. surplus water. Slaughter-houses for sheep and cattle 
have been erected in the and are kept under supemsion.: 

The offal is removed to the municipal faph. Creihatipn of the 
dead is conducted at a place , on the bank of the river some distance 
below the station. Some time ago a special committee was ap- 
pointed to inspect and report upon the Muhammadan burial- 
grounds, public and private. All the public and many of the 
private cemeteries were found in a most objectionable condition. 
The public graveyards are numerous, and tnany of the%' are of 
large size. They are Utterly neglected and overruri ^Ih |uhgie. 
Many of thcf private buriatgiound^ ar e' in th e ' midst 6.^ d Wellmgs or 
close to wells, and as more space for graves becomes necessary, the 
people seem to be under the impression that they can take in land 
and bury where they like.’ The special committee urianimously 
agreed that all .public and the most objectionable of the private 
cemeteries should be closed, and that a suitable piece of land should 
be obtained outside the town for the site of a pubhc Muhammadan 
burial-ground.’ ^ 

Cattle Disease. — I give below short descriptions of the princi- 
pal diseases to which cattle are subject in Monghyr District They 
are neither full nor scientific, but the best that I can obtain with 
regard to a subject which has been little studied in Behar. Guti^ 
or small-pox, is often prevalent; it reveals itself by the cattle 
refusing to eat^ by swelling pf the stomach and throat, drooping 
of the ears, and a, dryness and cracking of the con^s of the eyes ; 
at the same time they pass water freely,, tbe body is very hot, 
and the hair drops off, there is much salivation, and diarrhoea of 
more or less severity.' In thukkha .bhdjd, or foot-and-mouth dis- 
ease, sores break out on the legs ,and on the mouth and tongue. 
The remedies are partly directed by a kind of empiricism, and 
partly by superstition. The legs are tied with catgut, tortoise shell 
is buried in. the cow-shed, the animal is kept in diy quarters, and 
the flowers of the sikki grass and tobacco leaves mixed with dried 
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parts ^ith tjhe hand is to ,^ve relief. 
described to me as a disease |n which the . eyes, ^ater 
anijpal refuses its food. Yellow earth mixed with ipflh is , ad^^ 
stered ; hot ngiustard-seed oil,, or sometimes hot milk, jis rubbed on 
the, top of the head. In ar/i^a the tongue becomes foul, the 
animaij falls, lame, and is said to remain in this state for two ,p4 a 
half (lays,, ^ The remedy is c^racteristic. The animal is washed , 
with an infusion of two and a half leaves of the kdnidl Or jacjc-fruit ,: 
tre^ and two and a half flying bugs, a species of lady-bird ^^Cpcci- 
nella^, in. two and a half , or small measures of water. A 
little r/w 2 </optton IS given it to eat ^ 

often attended by haetnoirhage, ^d is^i^ dreaded, as no remedy 
is known,. Swelling and inflammation of pi^t^ of the compound 
stomach of ruminant cattle are pftep caused h^ over-feeding ^ cbew- 
ing the*' cud and eating are stopped for a time/ and breathing 
is difficult. Turmeric flower “and rice bran are given in small 
quantities ; catechu, ajwdin (Ptychotis), and lime water are ^so 
administered. 

There are no notices of cattle disease in the records, but, so far 
a$ t can iseekain, iffiere was a severe epidemic of small-pox about 
eight years ago,' whl^ believed to havh/beeh , imporfed 
from the Nepil Tar^ Jn x $64 a disease called 
vaieht near Tegri' In Shiikhpuri it w^ called //AarM Sofes 
Were ntjmefdus iil the body Of the animal, and ckutOry of the 
affected part was the ordinary remedy ; a healing ointment of 
mustard-seed oil and vermilion being afterwards applied. At the 
sainp time a mixture of pepper, the unripe tuber of Arum catnpanu- 
laturo, and .mustafd-seed oil was administered internally. 

The GkonoGtCAL Formation of the District has been described 
to mein a note by Mr. H. B. Medlicott : — ‘A large portion of Mon- 
ghyr, exclusive of the alluvial area, is occupied by hard rocks. They 
all belong to the very oldest formations — crystalline metamorphic, 
and semi Or sub-metamorphic The former are a part of what is 
currently spoken of as the Bengal gneiss ; the latter belong to the 
quartzite and schist series of Behar. The whole is a segment of a great 
geogra^phical and geological fOatiire, stretching more than half across 
the peninsuiain a south-south-west direction ; a zone of schists fringing 
a great spread of gndss. Mohgbyr toivn stands at the noith-easterh 
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extremity of the Kharakpur hills, which are formed of sub-metamor- 
phic rocks, apd are connected through the hills of Gidhaur, Shaikh- 
pur£, R^jgir, and Gayi, with similar rocks in the S<Sn and Narbadd 
valleys. Throughout this entire length, gneissic rocks occur to the 
south of these semi-metemorphic formations. The detailed structure 
of these rocks has received as yet but very partial attention ; and w&h- 
out entering upon scientific disquisitions, it would not be possible to 
give even an abstract of what has been conjectured regarding the 
relations of these obscure formations. It must suffice to indicate 
their leading features. The Chakdf j^argand in the south of the 
District is altogether formed of the gneiss of the upland area, com- 
monly known as the Hazdribdgh plateau. This boundary of the 
upland seems to be connected with the occurrence of certain very 
refractory quartzites in the gneiss, which is approximately on the 
run of the line of junction between the two classes of rock, as already 
mentioned. A geological separation firom the main body of the 
gneiss may yet be worked out for these rocks, but at present no 
distinction can be drawn between^ the gneiss of the upland and that 
occupying the low ground fix)m the foot of the Ghdts to the southern 
base of the Kharakpur hills, and stretching for some way along them 
on the east Similar rocks are met with west of the Keul, rising 
well above the plain, north of the Gidhaur hills. North of the 
Kharakpur hills also crystalline rocks are represented by a boss of 
granite at the village of Uriin, five miles east of L^difsaitil. Many 
varieties of rock are .at present included in this gneissic series — ^firom 
massive porphyritic granitoid gneiss, through finely foliated gneiss, 
quartzose, micaceous homblendic, to fine mica-schists and horn- 
blende rock. Limestone occurs to a very subordinate extent 
Thus it would appear that the several detached groups of hills of the 
semi-metamorphic series are not only isolated by the alluvium, but 
also by the supporting gneissic rocks, which probably underlie most 
of the plain, area in this District 

‘The princi||a^ of the hill groups in Monghyrare those of Kharak- 
pur, Gidhaur, and Shaikhpurd, with a few small detactfed hills, such 
as those east and south of Lakhfsardl. A small portion of these rocks 
in the Bhiaura and Mahdbar hills, adjoining the Gidhaur hills on the 
south-west, has been described in 'some detail {Records^ Geological 
Survey of India, voL vii. p. 32, 1874), from which it .would appear 
that the normal sequence of these deposits is — quartzite,- fine 
grained and several hundred feet thick ; slate or schist, according 
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to position, often ferrtiginous, producing rusty slates and garnetiferous 
or homblendic schists, a thin limestone occurs very rardy ; and a 
bottom zone of very variable character, often altogether of fine 
quartzite, but frequently with schistose bands. A good example of 
the middle band, in its less altered condition of rusty slates, is 
seen in Birhua hill east of Lakhfsardi The bottom member of the 
series would seem to be the one principally developed in Monghyr. 
There also occur in this District, imdemeath all the quartzites, some 
peculiar conglomeratic beds with a bulky pseudogranitic matrix. 
They are well seen in the little hills south of LakhlsaidL Some 
fairly good slates have been quarried in these rocks near Dariri. 
A peculiar cellular quartzite, a very favourite stone for hand-mills, 
often occurs in the basal beds of the series. There are extensive 
old quarries of this stone on Lakhisardi hills and elsewhere, which 
are mentioned by Dr. Buchanan Hamilton. 

^ Several forms of the rock so well known in India as laterite occur 
in Monghyr. The detrital variety containing mixed rock debris is 
found in the valleys of the Kharakpur hills. That form of laterite 
produced by weathering of the outcrop of ferruginous rocks, and in 
which traces of the original rock texture can generally be observed, 
is also met with. There is, besides, a good instance of the massive 
high-level rock-laterite, the origin of which is so difficult to explain. 
It forms the summit of the highest point of the Kharakpur 

hills. The rock next below it is no doubt a ferruginous schist; 
but it is highly inclined, whereas the laterite imparts to the summit 
the form of a capping of horijsontal rock. So far, too, as one can 
observe on the surface, there is no trace in the laterite of the 
texture of the underlying rock. It is exactly like that found on 
totally different formations on the highlands of Chuti^ Nigpur 
and the Dakhin — abase of fine earth, variously warped and stained 
by segregation of iron oxide.’ 
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T he District or Purniah, which forms the north-eastern 
portion of the Bhdgalpur Division, is situated between 25® 15' 
and 26® 35' north latitude, and between S7® 02' and 88® 35' east longi- 
tude. It contains a population of 1,714,595 souls, as ascertained 
by the Census of 1872 j and covers a total area, as returned by the 
Boundary-Commissioner in 1875, of 4957 square miles. Purniah 
town, the principal Civil Station, and also the most populous place 
in the District, is situated on the left bank of the river Saur^ in 
25® 48' north latitude and 87® 35' east longitude. 

Boundaries. — The District of Purniah is bounded on the north 
by the State of Nepdl, and by Dirjiling District ; on the east by 
the Districts of Jalpdigurf, Dindjpur, and Maldah; on the south 
by the river Ganges, which separates it from the Districts of 
Bh^galpur and the Santdl Pargan^s; and on the west by the 

^ The principal sources from which this Statistical Account has been compiled 
are : — (i) Answers to the five series of questions furnished by the District Officers. 
(2) Dr. Buchanan Hamilton's MS. Statistical Account of Purniah (1811). (3) 
Bengal Census Report, 1872, with subsequent District Compilation by Mr. C. F. 
Magrath, C.S. « (4) Special Report on the Land Tenures of the District by Babu 
Rajdnindth ChattaxjL (5) Sir R. Temple's Minute on the Famine of 1874. (6) 
Annual Reports of the Inspector-General of Jails, particularly that for 1872. (7) 
Report of the Inspector-General of Jails for 1872, with specid Jail Statistics for 
1857-58, 1860-61, and 1870. (8) Postal Statistics for 1861-62, 1865-66, and 

1870-71, fumi^ed by the Director-General of. Post Offices. (9) Medical Report, 
furnished by the Civil Suigeon of the District. (10) Statement of Areas, Lati* 
tudes and l^ngitud^, etc., by the Surveyor-Gen^ of India. (il) TA< 
Statistical Reporter^ Calcutta, 1875, 1876. 
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pargan&s of N^dlgar, Nisankpur Kiiri, and Chh^i, in the District 
of Bh^galptir. 

Jurisdictions. — I have not been able to obtain trustworthy in- 
formation regarding changes in the limits of the Pumiah jurisdiction, 
dating from an earlier period than 1813 ; but it would seem that 
previous to the beginning of the present century, there was some 
alteration of the frontier line between this District and Din^jpur. 
In March 1813, the ihdnds or police divisions of Sibganj, Kilii- 
chak, Bholahdt, knd Gdrgdribd, were transferred from the magis- 
terial jurisdiction of Purniah, and, together with portions of Dindjpur 
and RdjshdW, formed into the new District of Maldah, which was 
placed in charge of an officer exercising the ppwers of a Joint- 
Magistrate and Deputy-Collector, After this period, no considerable 
change was made in the size of the District till the year^869, when, 
by a Notification dated the 2d June, the largands of Har^wat and 
Phaphar, now included in the police division of Prat^pganj, were 
transferred to Bhdgalpur. The former consisted of 134 
villages, and the latter of 137, and together they covered an area of 
289,293 acres, or 437 ’95 square miles. At the same time, 13 
villages situated m pargand Chak Diliwarf, 4 in Dharmpur, and 
I in- Garhi, were also transferred to Bhdgalpur. These occupied 
an area of 30,393 acres, or 47*49 square miles. Later on in the 
same year, 50 villages belonging to pargand Badaur, 132 belonging 
to Hatand^, loi to Mihinagar, 23 to Kdsimpur, 14 to Kharba, 41 
to DiMwarpur, 75 to Kdnkjol, 3 to Akbarpur, 2 to Maldawir, i to 
Kholri, and 22 to Samalpur, covering a total area of 174,407 acres, 
or 272*51 square miles, were transferred to Maldah. At the 
same time, 64 villages belonging to pargand Suj^inagar, n to 
Akbarpur, and 2 to Kinkjol, occupying an area of 32,634 
acres, or 50*99 square miles, were transferred from Maldah to 
Pumiah. A few petty interchanges were also ihade between 
Dinijpur and jPumiah, but these only involved a total arPa of a few 
hundred'^acres. 

The jurisdictions of the Civil, Magisterial, and Sessional Courts of 
Pumiah District are all conterminous. 

History of the District. — ^The authentic history of Pumiah 
commences with Musalmin times. It is impossible to unravel the 
tangled web of Hindu and aboriginal myths belonging to an earlier 
period. They do not form Oven a semblance of a connected 
narrative. We can only observe that the fundamental ideas on 
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they are based, and the per^qna^eS; w^th whom tlke^ de^^ axe 
derived from die Kifdnti peoples who lived ti> the east and ndtiH 
of the Kiisi and K^^toyi The stories relate, for the most parh 
the struggles and conquests of Kirat, Kichah, and other petty ^iefe, 
who are nqw represented to. have been R^is of pure IWjput descend 
blit who were really of Koch origin. The earliest of the Hindu 
traditions refers to the Pandava wai:; but there are many other 
legends, evidently borrowed from the western peoples, who. ruled! in 
l^hhila or Northern Behar, west of the Kiisf, for many centuries 
befbfe the Christian era! ' ! 

' linniediately before the Muhammadan invasion qC Bakhtjyi^ 
Sputhern^Pumiah is said to have con stituted/h portion p 
hmgdpm pf Bahshmari li., whose capital was at Nadiy^ The Bir 
!|^dh, now in. Bh^galpur, is represented to have been erected by 
this monarch to oppose Musalmjln incursions. This is a yeiy 
improbable explanation of the origin of this fortification, as all con- 
querors from the west have followed the road that funs along the 
southern bank of the Ganges, and debouches on the plain of Bengal 
to the south of Rdjmahal. That a large part of Pumiah became 
an appanage of the Musalm^n sovereigns of Bengal during the thir- 
teenth century is certain ; but until the middip pf the seventeenth 
century, the governorship of this District does not seem to have 
become the valuable prize it w^ afterwards considered. During 
the mtefinediate cenfiirijes it was regarded as an outlying miHtary 
province, whose revenues were sufficiently burdened m protecting 
itself against the incursions of the northern and eastern tribes. In the 
war between Sher Sli^h and Hum^yun it supplied the latter witb some 
rough levies, but these were not nearly so numerous as might have 
been expected from the size of the District So little is known of 
Pumiah during this long period, that not even the names of iis faujddrs 
or military governors have been recorded. About the latter quarter 
of the seventeenth century, Ostw^ Khin was faufddr, with 

the title of Nawdb, and united in his person the command of the 
frontier army and the fiscal duties of dmil or Superintendent of the 
Revenues. He ^vas succeeded by Abritilla Kh^^ who was vested 
witbMmilar pbwm.. About a.d. i68p, Asfandiy^ Kh 4 a became 
Nawib bf Pturi^ihh, and held the office for tweWe He was 

succebdbd by'l^bhahij® wlto" ruled until Bis death in J7V2; 
whpn S£f Khfb, the greatest of the governors of Purbl^ was >p- 
^inlbd fb^what ,1^ becoiqe ah office of great emolument 
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dignity. He was the grandson of Amfr Khin, and considered himself 
of such high lineage that he refused in marriage the hand of Nafissa 
Begam, the grandKiaughter of the Brdhman convert Murshid Kulf 
Khdn, then Nawdb of the Subah<Wri of Bengal At this time 
Pumiah was bounded on the west by the river Kdsf^ which seems 
to have passed under the town of Pumiah and thence due south, 
falling into the Ganges somewhere near the present village of Kird- 
golL The northern boundary was distant from the Headquarters 
town by only a few miles. The present market rillage of Jalilgarh 
was then a frontier fort, estimates for the fortifying and garrisoning 
of which, dating from about this period, axe still in existence^ From 
JaMlgarh the boundary ran eastward, passing a little north of the 
confluence of the Mahinandi and Kank^f, to the most southern 
point, where the present pargqni of Suij^pir touches the District 
of Din^jpur. 

Immediately after his appoiirtment, Siif Kh& began sT series of 
encroachments on the neighbouring State Nep£l, wMch he carried 
on until he had advanced his frontier to the Tar^. .Refractory 
conduct on the part of Bir Shih, the zaminddr of Bfmagar, induced 
him to cross the Kdsi in the year a.d. 1731, After this exploit, in 
which he was entirely successful, the four fargands of Dhaphar, 
Ndthpur, Dharmpur, and Gordri, formerly attached to Sarkdr 
Monghyr, were transferred to the Pumiah jurisdiction. Mr. Grant, 
in his Analysis of the Revenues of Bengal, observes that this transfer 
was never recorded in the revenue-roll of Bengal, and that the 
necessary reduction from the revenues of Behar was only roughly 
made under the name of Dharmpur. This revenue deduction, also, 
amounted to only ;^4ooo, whilst the original assessment of these 
largdnds was more than ;^35,ooo. The frnancial result of Sdif 
ELMn's management was, that the actual fimjd&ri receipts were 
increased from ;;^9o,ooo to ^210,060, whilst no addition was made 
to the revenue previously -payable to the MorshiddbM' Nawdb. 
S£if Khdn seems to have ruled with much splendour. He main- 
tained intimate relations with" Murshid KuU Khin, who is .said to 
have conferred on him the title, which he afterwards officially assumed, 
of Zan Bakhsh, from his habit of rewarding his friends and com- 
panions by the dubious favour of conferring on them his own cast 
off mistresses. 

After the death of Sdif Kirin, the Government wsis bestowed in 
rapid succession on Muhammad Abed and l^^ur Kirin. The 
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latter was removed to make way for Saulat Jang, better known 
as Sdyyid Ahmad, the son-in-law of All Vardi Khdn. His relation- 
ship to the Naw£b seems to have been the chief reason of his 
appointment to the Purniah governorship. Although a good 
soldier, he had been unsuccessful as an administrator in the Pro- 
vince of Orissa, where the people had risen against him in con- 
sequence of his tyrannical conduct towards some Uriyi ladies. 
His government of Purniah, however, appears to have been 
prudent and just. He died in a.d. 1756, and his memory is still 
preserved and respected. He was succeeded by his only son, 
Shaukat Jang, whose character is represented to have been as bad 
as that of his notorious cousin, Sir^j-ud-DauM. Both young men 
were equally successful in giving offence to all the old servants and 
officers of their fathers, and by their perverse conduct entirely 
alienated the affections of the people. The author of the Sair-vl 
Mutdkharin writes, that it had been manifestly decreed that the 
guilty race of All Vardi Kh^n should be deprived of their vast 
dominions, which had cost so much crime and labour to build up ; 
and that Providence had, with this object, consigned the government 
io the hands of two young men, equally vain, cruel, and incapable 
of government. 

For a long period before his death, AH Vardf Klh^n had been 
suffering from an acute dropsy, and his demise had been expected 
years before it occurred. Sdyyid Ahmad, calculating on this 
contingency, had devoted the resources-- of his wealthy province 
to equipping a large army, with which he hoped to wrest the 
sovereign power from any other of the descendants of the Naw^b. 
These pretensions, as well as the means by which he sought to 
enforce them, he handed down undiminished to his successor. To 
pacify, and, if possible, buy off this formidable claimant to the 
throne, which he had destined for Sir^j-ud-DauM, AH Vardf Kh^n 
bestowed the whole Purniah jurisdiction in perpetual jdg^r^ or 
revenue-free grant, on . Shaukat Jang. He seems to have so far 
succeeded in his object, that the succession of Sirij-ud-DauH was 
unopposed. The tyranny of the new ruler, however, soon suppHed 
gn occasion for a rupture. The principal ministers at Murshiddbdd 
wjsre displaced to make room for young favourites. Chief in influ- 
ence and ability amongst the displaced officials was Mir Jafar Kh^, 
the Bakhshi or Paymaster -General of the Naw^bf forces. He 
betook himself, after his disgrace, to the court of Shaukat Jang, and 
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whilst he described the weakness of his rival, urged him to seize the 
masnad of Bengal. In order, however, to secure beforehand an 
excuse for hostile action, Shaukat Jang obtained from Gh^zf-ud-'din, 
the Wazi'r of Alamgir ii., Emperor of Dehli, a farman or commis- 
sion, bestowing on him the s^hahddfi of the Lower Provinces. 
These transactions came to the knowledge of Sirdj-ud-Dauld, who 
resolved to anticipate the attack. He collected an army, and had 
advanced as far as Rdjmahdl with the intention of invading Pumiah, 
when the complications with the English East India Company 
induced him to turn back and attack Calcutta, an operation which 
resulted in the tragedy of the Black Hole. On his return to 
Murshiddb^d, he determined to test the allegiance of Shaukat 
Jang by appointing a Hindu courtier, named Ras Behdrf, to the 
zaminddH of Birnagar. The Purniah Nawdb passionately resented 
this interference with his authority, and ordered the bearer of the 
message to be publicly flogged. He followed this up by causing 
the Dehli farmdn to be openly proclaimed, and wrote a letter to 
Sirdj-ud-Dauld, bidding him to withdraw from Murshiddbdd to any 
of the eastern Districts, which, in case of his obedience, would 
be conferred on him for his maintenance. The letter concluded 
with an injunction to answer quickly, as the Nawdb of Purniah 
awaited his reply with his foot in the stirrup. The Siibahddr’s 
answer was to order his army to advance in two divisions, one of 
which, under his own command, marched up the right bank of 
the Ganges, whilst the other, under R^jd Mohan Ldl, followed 
the left bank of that river. The conflict that ensued took place 
at Bdldidbdri, near Naw^bganj, in pargand Eldnkjol. The account 
given of it in the Sair-ul-Mutdkharin is one of the best descrip- 
tions of a battle-scene to be found in the Musalmin historians. 
The Pumiah army had taken up its position behind a chain of deep 
morasses, over which there was only one practicable causeway. The 
advantages of this position were sacrificed by the ignorant rashness 
of Shaukat Jang. Whilst awaiting his arrival, his generals had hesi- 
tated to arrange the order of the coming battle. When he did 
arrive on the field, he morosely refused to issue any more explicit 
orders to the officers, who sought instructions from him, than 
vaguely to direct them to return to their positions and there await 
his commands. When an old Afghan officer drew his attention to 
the utter disorder that prevailed, and described to him the orderly 
battalions that Nizdm-ul-raulk led into battle, his only answer was to 
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abuse the great commander of the Dakhin, and to utter the vain 
boast that he wanted no advice, as he had already' fought three 
hundred battles. His army was strong in cavalry, which was under 
the command of a well-known leader, named Hazdvi His 

artillery, however, was weak ; and the officer in charge of it, Sydm 
Sundar, pressed forward with more courage than wisdom to reply 
to the enemy’s cannonade. Seeing this, Shaukat Jang sent a 
message to his cavalry commander taunting him on his inactivity. 
This officer pointed out that no horse could attempt to cross the 
marsh and live. Shaukat Jang replied by contemptuously compar- 
ing the conduct of his Musalm^n horsemen with the courage of the 
Hindu scribe, as he called Syim Sundar, who was probably a K^yasth. 
The cavalry, thus taunted, determined to cross the morass at all 
hazards, and soon were struggling through its thick mud, whilst the 
artillery of Sirdj-ud-DauH, from the other side, poured volley after 
volley into them. Immediately after giving his second message, 
Shaukat Jang took his mid-day draught of wine, and retired, as was 
his wont, to his tent and his harem. Meanwhile, the battle had 
gone against him in all directions. His artillery had been silenced 
and his cavalry cut to pieces, without injflicting much injury on the 
enemy. At this critical time, some of his officers came to him, and, 
drunk and enervated as he was, placed him on an elephant with a 
servant to support him. He had only advanced as far as he middle 
of the morass, when a musket ball struck him in the forehead and ‘ 
killed him. This occurrence took place in* the presence of the 
whole army, who, seeing that they had no longer anything to fight 
for, fied in disorder to the town of Purhiah, which was entered by 
the victors two days after. Shaukat Jang governed only for nine 
months. He was followed in quick succession by Rdf Nekrd,j Khin, 
Hizir Alf Khdn, Kddiv Husain KUn, Allah KuH Kh^n, Sher AH 
Khdn, Sipdhiddr Jang, Rdjd Suchet Rdi, Razfud-dfn Muhammad 
Khdn, and Muhammad AH Khdn. This last governor was super- 
seded about A.B. 1770 by Mr. Ducarrel, the first English official 
with the title of Superintendent. 

Physical Aspect of the Country. — Pumiah District forms a 
north-western extension of the great deltaic plain of Bengal Proper. 
With the exception of Chhotd Pahdr, in Manihdrf, a small hill of 
nodular limestone, and a few tracts of undulating country on the 
borders of Nepdl, the whole presents an almost dead level. As 
regards quality of soil, it may be divided into two main portions of 
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nearly equal size. To the east of a line running from the point 
where the Pandr enters the District to the Headquarters town of 
Purniah, and then trending southward and eastward through Sdifganj 
to Manihdri, the land is composed of a rich, loamy soil of alluvial 
deposit. To the west of this line, the country, which seems to have 
been formerly of the same nature as that just described, is now 
thickly overlaid with sand deposited by the Kiisi in the course of 
its westward movements. The former tract is peculiarly rich in 
rivers and natural canals, by means of which nearly every part of it is 
accessible during the rainy season. Large marshes also exist, which 
do not completely dry up at any period of the year. Rice is almost 
the only staple of cultivation, except towards the north, in the 
Krishnaganj Subdivision, where jute occupies a considerable area. 
The country is destitute of anything that can be called forest, but 
much scrub jungle, in which the wild rose-tree predominates, is 
found in the neighbourhood of the ttiore swampy tracts.- In the 
western division, the most noticeable feature is the extent of country 
not under cultivation, which spreads out from the vicinity of the 
town of Purniah, chiefly to the north and west, in the form of radi- 
ating stretches of land, opening out occasionally into fine, grassy, 
prairie-like plains. These affcord sustenance everywhere to great 
herds of cattle, and towards the south, to numerous flocks of sheep. 
Along the Ganges there is little vegetation ; but the newly-formed 
ll-dsi c/tarsy or sandbanks, are covered with a dense and high jungle 
of coarse grass, forming' the best covert in the District for wild 
animals. Villages are much rarer here than in the east of the 
District; and the huts which form these villages are smaller and 
much less comfortable than those to be found in Kadb^, Krishna- 
ganj, and Amiir Kdsba. To the south of the Headquarters town, 
indigo occupies a considerable area; whilst on the north, tobacco 
is, next to rice, the chief article of produce. 

The Rivers of Purniah District group themselves into three 
systems, all tributary to the Ganges. The following account of these 
water communications is derived from a return made by the Col- 
lector in 1871, and from a report drawn up by Mr. T. H. Wickes, 
C.E., during the progress of the famine relief operations of 1874, 
in connection with boat transport 
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The river systems may be thus shown in one table : 


Ganges, 


Aciisi, . 


Kj&li Kiisl, 
Pan^, » 




Mahlnanda, , 


( Ndgar dhdr. 

‘ ’x Mara Hiran. 
( Kajmohan. 

, Saurd. 


(BakrL 

(Parwdn. 


f Nagar. 

V 

1 Pitanu. 

^ S 

1 Dank. 

0 

Kankdi. 


/ Ratua. 

« 

I Mechi. 


I Jamun4. 


\ Burigangi. 

0 

1 Chenga. 


XBalasan. 


There are, besides, some minor streams -falling into the Ganges 
between the mouths of the Kiisf and the Pan^r. 

The Kusi rises amongst the Nep^l mountains, being formed by 
three principal hill torrents. Before it approaches English territory, 
its course is marked by numerous rapids. At, the point where it 
enters Bhilgalpur, in the north of pargand Dhaphar, it is a large 
river nearly a mile wide. At the time of the Revenue Survey, it 
passed through pargands Dhaphar, Nithpur, Gor^rf, and Dharmpur, 
but it bas now worked its way nearly to the western boundary of 
these pargands. The Kdsi is remarkable for the rapidity of its 
stream, the dangerous and uncertain nature of its bed, and chiefly, 
for its constant westerly movement. Owing to these characteristics, 
its navigation is at all times of the year a matter of much difficulty. 
The channels of deep water are constantly changing, new ones being 
yearly opened up, and old ones choked by vast sandbanks, Mr. 
Wickes states, that if a boat strikes on one of these banks, it is 
liable to be at once turned broadside over by the velocity of the 
stream j. or the current, eddying round and under it, cuts aw^y the 
upper hard crust of sand, and it sinks into a quicksand beneath. 
The bed of the river is full of sunken trees or snags, but experienced 
boatmen can foretell this danger by changes in the appeafance of 
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the surface. Owing to the great velocity of the current, boats have 
frequently to wait several days for a favourable wind to help them 
up particular reaches of the river. The present bed of the Kusf 
is many miles distant from the channel shown on the maps. 
Boats proceeding up or down the river require to be preceded 
by a regular Kiisi pilot, who goes some distance in advance and 
selects the- channel to be followed. The Kdsi is navigable all the 
year round for boats of 750 fnans, or about 27 tons burden; and as 
far as the Nep£ frontier for boats of 250 mans^ or about 9 tons 
burden. Large boats take a much longer time than small ones to 
make their way up-stream, and they are more liable to' risks from 
snags and quicksands. 

According to the legend, this river is Kausiki, the daughter of 
Kilsik R^j^, King of Gidhf. Although the daughter of a Kshattriya, 
she was the wife of a holy Brahman, Milni ; and on giving birth to 
a son, who preferred the warlike exploits of his mother’s race to 
the sacred duties of his father, she was, at the prayer of a saint, 
changed into a river. Her brother, Viswamitr^ is also famous in 
Hindu fable. Rejecting the worship of all inferior gods, such as 
Vishnu and Siva, he devoted himself with such ardour to the service 
of Para Brahma, or the One and Eternal God, that he himself 
obtained some of the attributes of a creator. To him the world 
owes the existence of several kinds of grain ; and he was about to 
create a new race of human beings, who were to live on trees, when, 
at the solicitation of the gods, he desisted, after he had formed 
only the head of the firgt man, the representative of which still 
’ remains in the form of the fruit of the cocoa-nut. 

The three tributaries of the Kiisi, mentioned in the table on the 
preceding page, which formerly joined it oii its right bank, have 
now nearly disappeared, their courses having been almost entirely 
obliterated by the westward movement of the main stream. 

The Panar is formed in the Matiyiri police division, by the 
confluence of a number of hill streams which have risen in Nepcil. 
Its course is first south-east through Sultdnpur pargand^ passing by 
Ardriyd, then through Hdveli Pumiah, about ten miles to the east 
of the Headquarters town, then southward through Kadbd and 
Hatandd to the Ganges. It is navigable for boats of 250 7 nans^ or 
about 9 tons, in the neighbourhood of Purniah, and above that for 
boats of 100 mans (about 3^ tons) almost to the N^epdl frontier. 
The current in the upper reaches of the river is very rapid. 
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Although at no point a large river, its course is second in length 
only to that of the Mah^nandd. 

The Bakra is a small and very rapid stream, rising in the Mad- 
hubani fd/uk of the Murang, or lower Himalayan range, and uniting 
with the Panir at Pdmpur, five miles north of Arariyi. It carries 
scarcely any boat traffic, except such as may be conveyed in two 
or more dug-outs, fastened together to form a raft A great deal 
of timber is also brought down the Bakr^ from Nep^l. 

The Parwan or Katu^ another hill stream, is only in part a 
tributary of the Pan^ir, into which river it falls not far from Ekam- 
hi at Raniydnf gMt. After this junction, it almost immediately 
breaks off from the Pandr and divides itself into two branches, the 
larger of which runs eastward to the Mahdnandd ; and the smaller, 
after a circuitous course, re-unites with the Pandr a few miles below 
Kadbd. Both these branches are navigable in the rains for boats 
of 250 mans (about 9 tons). There is a bridge on the Ganges and 
Ddrjiling road at Bdisi, over the branch which rejoins the Pandr ; 
boats cannot, however, always pass under the bridge, and through 
traffic'has therefore to take the Pandr route. Above -Paniydni 
the Parwdn is navigable as far as Pdthia for eMis of 50 mans. 

The KIala Kusi, the most clearly marked of the old beds of 
the K.fisf, still preserves, to some extent, the appearance of a 
river. At the same time, it is so broken up by diverging, reuniting, 
and interlacing channels, that it is almost impossible to determine 
where it begins, or w’^hat is its course. It may, however, be considered 
to have its rise, under the name of the Kamld, near the police 
centre of Rdnfganj, in the Subdivision of Ardriyd, whence it flows 
southward to the town of Purniah, where it receives its principal 
tributary, the Saurd, a river rising in some marshes to the west of 
Ardriyd, Below Purniah the Kdld Kdsi continues its course south- 
ward, often by several beds, and, passing near the indigo factories 
of Pirganj Jaganndthpur, Koldsf, Mansbdi, falls into the Ganges to 
the south-east of the police station of Manihdri, nearly opposite 
Sdhibganj. 

The Mahananda rises in the lower mountains of Sikkim, to the 
south-east of Ddrjiling. In its upper reaches it flows with a very 
rapid current, and is subject to heavy and sudden freshes. It enters 
Purniah District near Titdlyd, foming the eastern boundary of the 
District towards Jalpdigurf for eight miles north of that place, as far 
as the village of Phdnsldewd. Erom Titdlyd it flows westward and 
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southward across the Kdlidganj police division, after which it 
forms a boundary between Bah^durganj and Elrishnaganj for about 
twelve miles, and then between the latter police division and Amilr. 
Kdsbd down almost to the confluence of the Kankdi. It then 
passes eastward through Balrdmpur to the southern boundary of the 
District towards Maldah, after which it bends eastward. Numerous 
important markets are held on or near its banks, of which the prin- 
cipal in Purniah District are: — Kdlidganj, Haldibdri, Kharkhari, 
Krishnaganj, Duldlganj, and Barsoi. It is navigable for boats of 
lOQo vians^ or about 36!- tons, up to Barsof ; for boats of 500 mans 
(18 tons) up to the junction of the Kankdi, four miles above Dingra 
ghdt ; for boats of 250 mans (or about 9 tons) to Kharkhari j and 
for boats of lop mans (about 3I tons) to Kdlidganj. Above 
Kdlidganj, the rapidity with which the river rises and falls, and the 
velocity of the current, combine- to render navigation impossible. 

The Mahdnandd receives on its right bank (i) the Ddnk, which 
rises in the District of Jalpdiguri, and, after receiving several minor 
streams, flows westward to Plaldfbdri, below which its course is 
always near to and often parallel with the Mahdnanda, down to its 
junction with that river near Krishnaganj. (2) The Pitdnii rises in 
the south of pargand Surjyapur, and, flowing south, unites at Ramganj 
with the Rdmjdn, which.has itself received the Sadhdnu. The course 
of these rivers is generally from north to south, through tlie police 
divisions of Krishnaganj and Balrdmpur. The Pitdiid is navigable for 
boats of 250 mans (about 9 tons) in its lower course, and for boats 
of 100 nums (about 3^ lon^; up to Chagahd. (3) The Nagar, which 
forms the boundary between the Districts of Purniah and Dindjpur, 
rises in the extreme north-east of pargand Surjydpur. It is liable to 
sudden inundations, and has a rapid current. It is not, therefore, 
much used for commercial purposes 5 but it is generally navigable in 
the rains for boats of 1000 mafis, or say 36 tons burden, up to a point 
due east of Rdniganj, where there is a market village called Hdripur, 
in Dindjpur District ; and for boats of 500 juans (18 tons) to where 
it leaves the Kalidganj police division. At Phdnsidewd it is joined 
on the right bank by the Balasan, a hill stream of about the same 
size as itself. Eight miles lower down it receives the Chenga, 
another hill stream, with clear limpid water and a pebbly bed. Op** 
posite Haldibdri 'it receives the Biirigangi, and a few miles farther 
down the Jamund, both from the Nepdl hills. (4) At the point 
where the Mahdnandd leaves the pafgand of Pawdkhdli, the Mechi, 
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its first large affiuent, flows into it. (5) The Kankdi is said to have 
its rise in Thibet, beyond the highest summits of the Himalayas ; 
where it joins the Mahdnandd, it carries a greater volume of water 
than the latter river. The greater part of its course in British terri- 
tory is through the police division of Bahddurganj. On its left 
bank it gives oflT an old bed called the Hard Kankiii, which presently 
rejoins the parent stream. The Kankii is navigable in the rains for 
boats of 250 mans (about 9 tons burden) from its confluence with 
the Mahinandd to the point where the old Kank^ falls into it; 
and above that for ektds of 50 mans to near Bah^durganj. A little 
below the market of Kud it receives on its west bank the Ratui, 
an unnavigable hill stream, which has itself received the Luneswari 
and Kdmal as tributaries. 

Amongst the Minor Tributaries of the River Ganges not 
contained in the above system, the most westerly is the Barandi, 
whose lower reaches are also called the K.^ri Kiisi. It joins the 
Ganges about five miles east of KdrdgoM, having taken its rise 
about ten miles to the south-west of Pumiah town, and, for the 
greater part of its course, flows in the largand of Dharmpur, West 
of Dharmpur it is joined by the Livri, which also has its source in 
the great plain to the west of Purniah. In the Manihdri police 
division there are several small streams, — the Kankar, the Kamales- 
wari, the Bdldid, and the Kamld. 

Changes in the River Courses. — ^As I have stated above, half 
the District of Purniah owes its present physical characteristics to 
the steady westerly movements of the river Kiisf Within late 
historic times — that is, from the beginning of the eighteenth centuiy, 
we have evidence that this river passed below the town of Pumiah 
and thence due south to the Ganges. It has since worked across 
some twenty-five miles of country, till at present it forms the western 
boundary of the District, most of its waters being now carried in the 
enlarged channel of the Ddds, which formerly marked the frontier 
towards Bhdgalpur. Where the original bed of the Kflsi was, it is 
nearly impossible to state. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton notices the 
belief amongst the people, which he calls a tradition of the vulgar, that 
the river once took a course very much to the east of the bed earliest 
known to us. He also admits that the pandits^ or learned natives, 
who inhabit its banks, refer to a period of remote antiquity when the 
Kusf had no connection with the Ganges ; but, entering the District 
at the point where the Bakrd now does, broke away .eastward 
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through the present pargand of T^jpur and the south of the present 
Districts of Dindjpur and Rangpur, to join the Brahmaputra in the 
east of Bengal. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton regards this tradition as 
highly probable, and thinks it not unlikely that the great chain of 
lakes and marshes north and east of Maldah are the remains of a 
great river bed formed by the united Kilsi and Mahdnandd. He 
also suggests that it may have been the great increase in its waters, 
caused by a subsequent union of these rivers with the Ganges, that 
caused this latter river to desert the narrow channel of the Bhdgirathi, 
and break for itself the new and wider bed of the Padma, within 
which it is still contained. 

Dr. Buchanan Hamilton's suggestion of the union with the Brahma- 
putra seems less probable than other parts of his theory. The 
course of the Brahmajmtra appears in early days to have run far 
to the east of the District of Mdiraansinh. The Kilsi also, in its 
eastward course, would first meet with the Kdrdtoyd, then a vast 
river, having the Atrdl and Tfstd for its affluents. In my Account of 
•the District of Bogrd (vol. viii. pp. 139, 142, 162), I have mentioned 
the very great importance of this river during early Hindu times, 
both on account of its great volume and its sanctity; and I have 
stated that it marks an ethnical frontier clearly defined down to the 
present "day. If we assume that the Kiisf and the Mahdnandd 
formerly joined the Kdrdtoyd, we have at once an explanation of 
the great slzt the latter river once undoubtedly had ; and we shall 
also be able to account for the j^rocess by which the great sandy 
plain was built up between the Bdrendra of Rdjsh^hf and the 
Madhupiir Jungle of Maimansinh, through which the Brahmiaputra 
made its way at the beginning of this century. The ethnical 
frontier, which begins to be uncertain in Dindjpur District, will be 
completed by adopting the above course for the Kiisi. On the 
left bank we shall have the Koch peoples, still found in such numbers 
in the Krishnaganj Subdivision of Purniah District, and in north 
Din^jpur. . On the same side of the river would lie the kingdoms of 
Kirdt, Kichak; and Kdmnip, The presence of a great river in the 
south of Dindjpur would account for the success with which the 
ruler, or Hdkim as he was called, of that country, resisted the arms 
of the Musalmda sovereigns of Gaur. The ancient name of the 
Kdsi, and the one by which it is still known in Sanskrit books, is 
Kausdkf. It is interesting to observe that a river nymph of this 
name is known, if not worshipped, on the banks of the Kdrdtoyl 
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The bed of the river about three or four centuries ago seems to 
be marked by the line which divides the fargands, which down , to 
the present day preserve their agricultural records under the Bengiil 
and faslt or Behd.ri - eras. It is well known that these systems of 
computation of time are founded on the Musalmdn calendar, and, 
like it, date from the Hijri or flight of Muhammad from Mecca, 
These systems came generally in use into the present District of 
Purniah about a,v. 1600, If the supposition be correct that the 
Kdsi formed the boundary between the tracts in which they were in 
use, then the course of that river passed east of the town of Purniah, 
and through the police division of Manihilri, before it fell into the 
Ganges. ’ 

The Loss of Life from Drowning in Purniah District, 
according to the returns annually submitted by the police, is as 
follows: — 139 lives in 1865; 87 in 1866; 164 in 1867; 162 in 
1868 ; 166 in 1869 ; 150 in 1870 ; 152 in 1871 ; 157 in 1872 ; 73 
in 1873 ; 219 in 18743 and loi in 1875. These figures give an 
average loss of life for the eleven years ending 1875 of about 152 
per annum. It is improbable that they represent the total loss of 
life from drowning, as many cases must occur every year which are 
not reported to the police, and accordingly are not entered in the 
returns. 

Fisheries. — The following return of fisheries, which was obtained 
under the operation of the Road Cess Act of 1871, shows the 
situations of the fisheries and the rent they pay to their proprietors : 
— In fcifgand Hdveli Purniah — Rdnfganj, 12s. 9d. ; Saur^, 

^22, los. ocl. ; and Ujlnlipur, 4s. o|d. In pargand Rdnkjol — 
Araalsiri, ^2, los. lo^d. ; Amalsdri and Khadik^td, iis. 4|d. 3 
Dhdtagdchhi, £^2^ 6s. i^d. 3 Shdhnagar, los. ; Taraf Ndr^yanpur, 
£2^ I os. od. 3 Taraf Chandfpur, £1 ; Taraf Amddbdd, containing 
three minor fisheries, £1% ; Taraf Gopdlpur, £2^ 8s. od. 3 KabM, 
£2*]^ 5s. od. ; Taraf Mathur^pur, £z^ los, od. ; Taraf Go^^chhi, 
with two fisheries, £16, 19s. 6d. In pargand Kholrd — Shikdrpur, 
7s, 6d. 3 Bdnsgdon (i), 13s. 6d. 3 Shikdrpur, ^ i, los. i-|d. ; and 
Bdnsgdon (2), £2, 14s. od. In pargand Kadbd — ^Sikrond, with 
two fisheries, £2^ ns. 6d, 

Lakes and Marshes. — ^There are no lakes, properly so called, 
in Purniah. There are, however, numerous marshes in all parts of 
the District, and chiefly towards the south-east These never 
become entirely dry, but are reduced towards the end of the dry 
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season within much narrower limits than at other times of the 
year. The following list of marshes, which was prepared in 1872 
by the Collector, gives the police divisions within which they are 
situated, and the length or estimated area of each: — In Matiyd,rf 
police division — Kotdpur, 1 0,000 Mghds; Chdnd Hingni, 3000 
Ughds ; Pfpr^, 2000 bighds ; Elharsdil, 700 Mghds ; Kdwaldahd, 600 
Mghds; Shahijpur, 500 Mghds 400 Mghds ; Chakradahd, 
300 Mghds ; and Matiydri, 150 Mghds, In Krishnaganj police 
division — Dabjil, 3600 Mghds ; Kiihin, 180 Mghds, In R^niganj 
— Dhamakbandha, 3000 Mghds. In Maniy^rf — Ndrdyanpur, 1000 
Mghds; Belu^ 1500 Mghds ; Mednipur, 500 Mghds ; Rdmpur, 200 
Mghds ; Mathor, 200 Mghds ; and Chawdn BdldMbdri, 100 Mghds. 
In Axihji — Chindora, 1000 Mghds; Luriy^ 900 Mghds; Harna, 
200 Mghds ; Ch^ndkatn^, 200 Mghds; Chdndsalduhi, 100 Mghds; 
Jogendra, 50 Mghds ; Phalpur, 50 Mghds ; Bhirbhiri, 2 miles; Gaya 
Ghdti, 10 miles; Siktf, 4 miles; Kitnd;. 2 miles; Marsand£, i 
mile ; Doraa^ i mile ; Bama, i mile ; Dinga, i mile. In Gondw^ri 
— Sakhdsan, 150 Mghds; Semrid, 200 Mghds ; Sy^mapur, 300 Mghds; 
Darnithdn, 200 Mghds; Bandart^, 500 Mghds. In Kadb^ — PraUp 
Jhil, 100 Mghds ; 150 Mghds ; Sakron^ 800 Mghds; Lokh- 
ur^, 50 Mghds; Arangi, 50 Mghds ; Gosakpiir, 80 Mghds ; Jhabri, 
50 Mghds. In Balr^mpur — Dalhdr, 450 Mghds ; Lauharkashnf, 360 
Mghds ; Dhandi, 480 Mghds; Bani, 900 Mghds ; Chdndkasdi, 112 
Mghds. In KdlMganj — Damk^ 60 Mghds; Kauris. Mani, 60 Mghds; 
Bhirbhigi, 60 Mghds ; Halhali, 60 Mghas ; Kachiidd^, 300 Mghds, 
In Bahddurganj — Ddnga, 480 Mghds; and Ch^nd Barokond^, 900 
Mghds. 

Pasturage Grounds are of greater extent in Pumiah than in 
any other tract of equal size in Bengal or Behar. As I have before 
noticed, one of the most marked physical characteristics of the 
District is the great grassy plains, or rd 7 nndSy that surround the 
Headquarters Station, and extend nearly to the northern and western 
frontiers. These expanses of country are used during the rains as 
pasture grounds, and form valuable properties. During the cold 
and dry seasons, from the end of October to the middle of June, 
they are left as open commons, on which any one^s cattle may 
browse, the sandy soil producing very scanty vegetation at these 
seasons. With the first shower of the rains, however, the owners 
take a greater interest in their property. They set up a bamboo in 
each field, an operation known as chheko dend and janda gdr-dend, 
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which, is a sign that occupation has been resumed, and that all 
cattle found trespassing will be sent to the nearest pound. This is 
also usually to be regarded as a notification that the land is to let- 
The GodMs or cowherds soon come forward ; and as the floods rise 
in the outlying pargands along the Kiisi chars^ the Ganges dzdrds, and 
the low land of Gondwslra, Kadbd, Badaur,and Surjyapur, the demand 
increases. In years of ordinary inundation, a rdmnd of loo local 
bigJids^ or 40 acres, lets for Rs. 75 or ;^7, los. od. for the rainy 
season. The lease usually runs to the following Hindu festival of 
the Diwdli^ about the loth or 20th of October, after which the pasture 
grounds revert to their old condition of common land. They then 
no longer afford sufficient sustenance for large herds, and the GodMs 
drive off their cattle to the Murang of Nepdl, or to the lowlands of 
pargand Dharmpur, and along the Ganges. Most of the two latter 
tracts are the property of the Mahdrijd of Darbhangah, who never 
receives any rent on account of cattle, as he considers it an act of 
piety to feed in this way animals sacred in the eyes of a Hindu. For 
buffaloes he demands a small fee. In Nepdl a somewhat similar re- 
gard is shown to oxen, no money payment for grazing being received. 
The owner of the land, however, expects to be presented with the 
finest two-year-old bull-calf of the herd, when the Godids start in June 
for the jilains. If he is not allowed his free choice, he usually finds 
some reason to render inoperative his veneration for the cow ; and 
the herd, if it succeed in quitting the hills undiminished in number, 
will scarcely do so if it comes northward another year. Quarrels 
between herdsmen and Nepdiis are said to be rather frequent 
Nor is this the only difficulty that the herdsmen have to contend 
with in obtaining pasturage in the north of the District The low 
Musalmdns of the Krishnaganj Subdivision are noted cattle-lifters. 
They do not, however^ make much profit on the crime, as they kill 
and eat the cattle immediately after the theft, selling only the skin 
and horns. In Dharmpur, another source of heavy loss is caused 
by tigers, a herd often losing ten per cent of its numbers during 
the period between October and June. 

The grazing ground usually goes with the village lands, and the 
rate of rent varies from 2 to 5 dmids (3d. to 7|d.) per bighd. The 
large plateau from Matiy^rf to Purniah, about 40 miles in length 
and 6 miles in breadth, is practically all grazing ground. In the 
Statistical Return for 1868-69 submitted to the Board of Revenue, 
the area of the District at the end of that year was shown to be 



236 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF PURNIAH. 


5218 square miles ; and of this area, pasturage lands were entered 
as covering 900 square miles, or 576,000 standard highdsy worth 
2 dnnds per highd (pd. an acre) all round, or ^£^,200 per annum. 

The Feic® Nature of Purniah are hot so numerous as in . the 
neighbouring Districts. At the. same time, the fauna is larger than 
that of many midland tracts, inasmuch as, besides the animals 
of Bengal or Behar Proper, representatives of species found in the 
lower Himalayas and the Tardi or submontane tract are often met 
with. Monkeys are rare, the bandar (Innus rhesus) alone being 
found. Bats are not numerous except along the I’ ardi, where the 
vampire (Megaderrna lyra) is in places a pest. The frugivorous bats 
are represented by two or three species of Pteropi and Cynopteri. 
Ireaf-bats are very plentiful on the northern frontier, the long-eared 
Rhinolophus pemiger being common. The shrews are not so often 
seen as in drier soils, but the musk-rat or chhachhunda (Sorex 
caerulescens) is found in most masonry houses. The Indian bear 
(Ursus labiatus), once numerous, is now rarely seen. The badger 
is. also an animal not frequently met with. Weasels (Mustela) are 
found in the sandy plains, the yellow-bellied weasel (M. Kathiah) 
being found in the Tardi, The otter or uth (Lutra nair) is com- 
mon, and is killed for the sake of its skin, which the Nepdlis value 
highly. 

The tiger is the best known of the large animals of Purniah, 
and is found in all parts of the District, but particularly along 
the banks and among the sandy islands of the Kdsi, where it 
finds shelter m the high grass jungle with which the country is 
covered. Another tract much frequented by tigers is the scrub 
jungle that runs along the nortli of the District, A few also come 
from near Gaur in Maldah, and from the sal forests of the north 
Bdrendra in Dindjpur. In 1788, the Collector, in reporting on the 
ravages committed by these animals in fargand Kadbd, stated that 
;^6oo was annually paid out of his office for tigers killed in 
Purniah, at the rate of ,;£x per head. He, however, suspected 
that many of the heads brought by the hdghmdrs came from the 
Murang of Nepdl. Of late years, also, the rewards given for the 
destruction of tigers and leopards have been large. They were — 
In 1863-64, for 13 tigers, ;<^5, i6s. 8d., and 10 leopards, ^i, 
i6s. 8d. ; in 1864-65, for 5 tigers, £,2^ los. od,, and 3 leopards, 
15s,; in 1566-67, for 30 tigers, ^14, 6s. 6d., and 71 leopards, 
£14, IIS. 6d. ; in 1867-68,101 103 tigers, £^j, is. 8d., and 262 



PERM NATURJS. 


m 


leopards, £40^ 13s. 3d. ; in 1868-69, for 65 tigers, £2$, i6s. 8d., 
and 100 leopards, £i1i i6s. y-Jd. ; in 1S69, for 2 tigers, £1^ and 
5 leopards, £1^ 5s. od. ; in 1870, for 50 tigers, £2^, los. od., for 
72 leopards, £^(>, ns. 8d., and 2 hyaenas, 8s. ; in 1873, for 5 tigers, 
£2, los. od.; in 1874, for 32 tigers, £6^, 152 leopards, ^^69, 
5s. od., and i hyaena, 46.; in 1875, for 31 tigers, ^jr, 5s. od.; 176 
leopards, ;^8i, 5s. od., and 2 hyaenas, 8s. Total for the twelve years, 
^249, i6s. 6d. paid for killing 336 tigers, and ;£^243, 19s. S^d. 
■for 851 leopards ; or, on an average for tlie twelve years, there were 
28 tigers killed annually, for which ;^2o, i6s. 4-|d. was paid, and 
71 leopards, for which the rewards amounted to ;:^2o, 6s. 7|d. 
There were also 5 hyaenas killed during the 6 years 1870 to 1875, 
and a reward of 4s. given for each of them. Deaths caused by wild 
beasts from 1863 to 1875 are returned by the Collector as follow: 
— 12 in 1863, 39 in 1864, 8 in 1865, 13 in 1S66, 9 in 1867, 30 in 
1868, 7 in 1869, II in 1870, 13 in 1871, 23 in 1872, 10 in 1873, 
15 in 1874, and 28 in 1875. Total for the thirteen years, 184, or 
an annual average of 14. 

The contrivance by means of which tigers and leopards are 
killed is a very simple and successful one. When one of these 
animals is found to be present in any locality, his movements are 
watched by the shikaris or huntsmen, who secrete themselves near 
his haunts, and principally near the tank or stream where he goes 
to drink. At two or three points near which it is probable that he will 
pass, a split bamboo, with all the knots cut out, is placed on a rest 
about a foot and a half from the ground. To the end directed 
towards the tigeds path a strong bow is attached, the string of 
which, w^hen bent, is fastened in a notch near the other end. In 
the hollow of the bamboo an arrow lies, which is made from some 
hard wood or old bamboo, well sharpened and poisoned with the 
juice of a plant, which, from the description of the natives and the 
fact that it comes from the Murang, the general name in Pumiah 
. for the lower Himalaya, I believe to be aconite. A long piece of 
firm cord is tied to the bow-string near the notch, and stretched 
forward across the tigeris path. As he comes along he usually 
trips over the cord, thereby discharging the arrow, which generally 
hits him just behind the shoulder. The wound is often so severe 
as to be of itself fatal, but if not, the poison soon causes death. A 
man is always on the watch somewhere near, to see if the arrow has 
taken effect or not, and to warn off any one coming that way. . If, 
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however, any one does stumble over the cord, the arrow passes 
behind him, unless he is so unfortunate as to fall back. Another 
protective contrivance is called the dharms'&t, which is a cord 
stretched obliquely across the path at some distance from the bow, 
but attached to the bow-string. It is about four feet from the 
ground, so that the tiger can pass under it, but the horns of a cow 
or a man’s head would strike against it. The poisoned arrow 
would thus be discharged before the cow or man came within its 
fatr.1 reach. The wounded tiger is tracked to his lair, and watched 
till he dies. His skin and skull are then taken to the Collector, 
in whose presence the latter is broken to pieces before the reward 
of ;^2, I os. od. is paid. The skins are rarely worth preserving, 
being usually mutilated, the paws being cut off and the hair much 
injured by the rough treatment of the hunters. 

Leopards are very common along the Dinajpur frontier, and are 
killed in the same ihanner ’ as tigers. In the same tract, and near 
the Tardi, tiger cats (Felis viverrina), leopard cats (F, Bengalensis), 
and wild cats (F, cbaus) are abundant. The hyaena is occasionally 
seen in the north of the District Civets are not so common as in 
neighbouring Districts, as there is not much of the high scrub jungle 
which they most frequent Tree cats are met with in all the northern, 
eastern, and southern police circles, the kliatds (Paradoxurus mu- 
sanga) being very common in Balr^mpur. The mungoose is not 
very abundant, but both the Bengal and Nepdl species are found. 
I have not heard of any wolves having been seen of late years in 
Pumiah, biit formerly they were not rare. The jackal (Canis 
aureus) is very common. Squirrels, rats, hares, and porcupines are 
met with, but none of them are so numerous as in most Behar Dis- 
tricts. Hares are eaten by all classes of Hindus, and porcupines by 
Musalm£ns. The elephant is now only a domestic animal in Purniah, 
the few wild specimens that existed at the beginning of this century 
having been long ago secured. The Indian pig (Sus Indicus) is 
plentiful, but is less pursued for sport than in Bengal. Deer are feAv; 
the bdrasiiigha or swamp-deer (Rucervus Duvancellii), the spotted 
deer (Axis maculatus), and hog deer (A. porciiius) are met with. 
The antelope (A. Be^oartica) is often seen on the open plains in 
the north 

Birds. — The absence of tree jungle in the greater part of the Dis- 
trict has the effect of rendering birds comparatively few in number and 
in species. The common vulture (Gyps Bengalensis) and the black 
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vulture (Otogyps calvus) are, however, numerous* Fish eagles are 
common on the banks of the larger rivers. The osprey is found in 
similar situations. Swallows and swifts are not often seen, and 
even the roller or jay (Coracias) is rare. Kingfishers are abundant 
in the eastern marshes, both the species, Alcedo Smyrnensis and 
Halcyon leucocephalus, being found. I have not seen Ceryle rudis, 
but it probably exists. Hornbills have been met with. Parrots 
and parokeets are rare in the south of the District, but occur in 
very large numbers along the northern frontier. The cuckoo does 
not remain long in the District on its passing southwards in the 
cold weather. It breeds in the Himalaya, and its call is never 
heard. The nearly-related hoel is, however, well known. The pied 
cuckoo is sometimes heard about August. Crow pheasants may be 
seen in the Tardi. Small birds, such as nut-hatches, orioles, and 
humming-birds, are very rare. The crested shrike (Lanius cristatus) 
is one of the earliest visitants from the hills in the winter. The 
cuckoo and Drongo shrikes are also seen towards the north of the 
District. Fly-catchers (Tchitria) are confined to dry situations, 
where bushes abound. The best-known members of the thrush 
family are the sdth bhdi (Malacocercus terricolor) and the bulbuls, a 
species of Pycnonotus. The wagtail is a very common cold-weather 
bird, and breeds in the neighbouring Himdlayan mountains. The 
common crow is to be seen at all seasons and among starlings ; the 
mdinas are nearly as numerous. • Finches and larks are abundant 
near some marshes, in which the wild rose grows in profusion. 
Green pigeons (Crocopus) are not so common as in Bengal Districts, 
as they do not find sufficient of their favourite food, the figs of the 
banyan and pipdL Pea-fowl are plentiful in the south of the Dis- 
trict, and with \}!x^kawi, a species of water-hen (Gallinula porphyrio), 
consume much grain, and cause heavy loss to the farmers. The 
common jungle fowl (Gallus fermgineus) is abundant in the sub- 
Tar^i country. The black partridge or francolin is found in all 
parts of the District in considerable numbers ; the grey partridge 
is more rare. The former frequents low grass, where its presence is 
readily discoverable by an incessant, loud, whistling noise. Quail 
abound during the cold weather in the rice stubble and the rabi fields. 
As in Dr. Buchanan Hamilton's time, snipe, plover, and florican, or 
lesser bustards, are very plentiful. The plover family is represented 
by the golden plover, the spur-winged pi er, and the couriesr plover, 
the latter of which is most found on the banks of the Ganges and 
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Kdsf. Cranes (Grus Antigone and G. cinerea) are, towards the east, 
found in every marsh, and do much injury to rice, breaking and 
eating it Swimming and wading birds are rather numerous. The 
avocet is seen on sandy islands in the large rivers, together with 
sand-pipers and red-shanks. The stilt (Himantopus candidus) and 
the purple coot are seen in- the marshes. The adjutant is more 
plentiful than in Western Behar, and the white-necked stork (Ciconia 
•leucocephala) is very common. The purple heron and the white 
heron or paddy-bird are found, the latter near every pool in the 
rains. Bitterns are occasionally heard, and the shell ibis (Anas- 
tomus oscitans) frequents the southern swamps, \sist numbers of 
geese and duck are to be seen all over the tracts subject to inunda- 
tion, and where the water rests during the greater part of the cold 
weath/r. The most common species are the grey goose (Anser 
cinereus), the bar-headed goose (A. Indicus), the pink-headed duck 
(Anas caryophyllacea), and the pin-tail (Dafila acuta). Teal (Quer- 
quedula crecca), gargany (Q. circea), whistling teal, (Dendrocygna), 
pochards (Aythya ferina), and widgeon (Mareca Penelope) are all 
met with. 

Previous. Attempts to ascertain Population. — The earliest 
estimate of the population of the District of Purniah that I have met 
with in the records was made by the Collector in 1789, and does 
not pretend to much statistical accuracy, being based ‘on the 
average of an actual investigation of three small villages, multiplied 
by 5800, the number of villages in the District’ The results ob- 
tained were; — Men, 307,400; women, 327,700; boys, 224,400; 
girls, 176,900 : total, 1,061,400; to which were added for Purniah 
and other large towns, 138,600, making the total of inhabitants 
1,200,000. It is remarked that ‘the great difference in the num- 
ber of boys and girls must arise from 'the latter being considered 
■as adults at the age of eleven or twelve, and the former not till they 
reach their twentieth year;’ and that ‘general opinion swells the 
grand total to 1,500,000 inhabitants.’ 

Dr. Buchanan Hamilton, a>r, 18 ii, calculated that the population 
of the whole District, as then constituted, was 2,904,380 souls — an 
excessive estimate, even after making all allowances for the greater 
extent of the Purniah jurisdiction at that time. Subtracting the 
population of the Dimiya police circle, which has been transferred 
to Bh 4 galpur, and of Kharwa Nehnagax, Bholahdt, Sibganj, Kili^- 
chak, and G^rgdrib^, now comprised in Maldah District, to which 
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he assigned a total population of 695,880, the remaining population ^ 
of 2,208,500 is much greater than that ascertained by the Census 
of 1872. That there has been a decrease m the populatidh is 
improbable. All the evidence points to a marked extension of 
cultivation during the last half-century, and it seems certain that 
there has been a cq Responding advance in the numbers of the 
people. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton’s estimates were founded on the 
extent of cultivated land, a subject on which much better informa- 
tion seems to have existed in his time than now. He calculated 
that he might 'allow from fifteen to nineteen Calcutta highds of cul- 
tivated land for every family of five cultivators, young and old, men 
and women./ He seems to have been impressed by the density of. 
the population, and refers to ' the immense population by which the 
country is overwhelmed.’ He adds, however: 'The population seems 
in some places to be diminishing, for the extreme timidity and list- 
lessness of the people has in some parts prevented them from being 
able to repel the encroachments of wild beasts. This, however, is 
only a local and recent evil, and within the last forty years the 
population has, I am credibly informed, at least doubled.’ The 
following are his detailed figures, which are interestingasshowingthe 
parts of the country in which population was densest in those days. 
Pumiah police circle, 430 square miles; population — Hindus 
67,000, Musalmdns 87,000; total, 154,600; population per square 
mile, 202. Ddnkhoi^, corresponding to the present YizEbi. thdnd 
— 400 square miles; population— Hindus 115,000, Musalmlins 

69.000 ; total, 184,000 population per scjuare mile, 460. Gondw^ 

— 453 square miles; ‘ population — Hindus 118,000, Musalm^ins 
39,000; total, 157,000; population per square mile, 341. Dam- 
dahd, corresponding to the present ihdnas of Rdmganj and Dam- 
dah^, 614 square miles ; population — Hindus 195,000, Musalm^ns 
65,000; total, 260,000; population per square mile, 423. Mati- 
ydrif 363 square miles; population — Hindus 125,000, Musalm^ns 

41.000 ; total, 166,000 ; population per square mile, 457. Ar^riyd, 
305 square miles; population — Hindus 71,000, Musalmdns 71,000; 
total, 142,000; population per square mile, 466. Bahddiirgarij, 
584 square miles; population — Hindus 164,000, Musalmins 
98,000 ; total, 262,000 ; population per square mile, 449. TJdhrdil, 
corresponding to die present tHdnd of Kdlidgatij, 376 square miles; 
population^ — Hindus 77,500, Musalmdns 99,000; total, 176,506 ; 
population per square mile, 496. Krishnaganj, 395 square miles ; 
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population — Hindus 92,000, Musalm^ns 154,000; total, 246,000; 
population per square mile, 623. BuUlganj, corresponding to the 
present ihdnd of Amdr-K^b^, 271 square miles ; population — Hindus 
55,000, Musalmfes 91,000 ; total, 1.46,000 ; population per square 
‘mile, 539. Nehnagar, corresponding to the present thdnd 
r^mpur, 350 square miles; population — Hindus 69,000, Musalmdns 
116,900; total, 185,000; population per square mile, 52 8» Mani- 
h^i, j 336 square miles; population— Hindus 98,000, Musalm^s 
32,000 ; total, 130,000 ; population per square mile,. 387. 

In the statistics of the Lower Provinces of Bengal for 1868-69, 
published by the Board of Revenue, the population of Purniah 
District is returned at 951,874 souls; but it does not appear on what 
grounds these figures were adopted. 

The Census of 1872. — According to the Census Report of Mr. 
Beverley, C.S., the arrangements for the census of Purniah District 
were elaborated with very great care, and I find that the results 
are generally of high statistical value. The preparation of the 
registers of villages in each police circle was undertaken at the 
cornmencement of 1870; and the experience of the difficulties 
that were thus early brought to light was of the greatest importance 
in determining the orders that were subsequently issued for general 
guidance. The materials that the Collector had to work with were 
very meagre, consisting of the chauJdddrs^ registers of villages, which 
inquiry showed to be grossly inaccurate, and pargand maps of the 
Revenue Survey. Very much of the work was done by the Collector 
himself. ^The first thing to be done,^ the Report states, ‘was 
to trace the District and ihdnd boundaries upon these maps, and 
this work was performed by Mr. Worgan with his own hand, and 
occupied him a whole month. He then, also with his own hand, 
compiled lists of all the survey halkds, with their survey numbers, 
found to fall within the boundaries of each thdnd^ which lists were 
subsequently copied in alphabetical arrangement. This occupied 
several months more. The lists were then distributed to Subdivi- 
sional officers and others, to be tested by comparison with the police 
registers and by local inquiry,^ The constant movements of the river 
Kiisi in the west of the District, and the very low state of civilisation 
presented by the people of the noithem and eastern police divisions, 
presented further difficulties. The final arrangements were these : 

■ — The sub-inspectors in charge of police circles were made census 
supervisors within their own jurisdictions, under the control of the 
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3 ubdivisional officers. Every police circle was subdivided into four 
sub-circles, to each of which a deputy-supervisor was appointed, 
whose duty it was by person^ local inquiry .to ascertain the number 
of hamlets and homesteads in eaxJ[i mauzd or village area, and the 
most suitable persons to be appointed enumerators. They were* 
each allowed four runners for the purpose of communicating readily 
with the supervisor, who was required to report each day!s proceed- 
ings to the Subdivisional officer. The best enumerators procurable 
were appointed, the village patwdris being in most cases the persons 
selected. The total number was 2201. Orders were issued to all 
resident zaminddrs paying more than Rs. 50 revenue, requesting 
them to direct the attendance of lih&x fatwdris and oth^ zamindd^ 
servants, when required, at the police station ; and a paid enumerator 
was stationed at each of the sixty-five g/idts^ or’ landing-places and 
ferry crossings, in the District, to enumerate the floating popula- 
tion. 

The population is most dense in the rich alluvial plain extending 
from the Kankii to the Ndgar, which is watered by the Mah^andd 
arid its affluents ; the highest average of inhabitants to the square 
mile being found in the police circle of Krishnaganj, with 449 
souls to the square mile, and Bah^durganj with 442. The tract 
next in order^ as regards density of population, is the police circle 
of Arririyri, watered by the Ranir and the Raturi, with 424 to the 
square mile. The eastern arid east-central police circles of Kiliiganj, 
Balrrimpur, and Kadbd, with 394, 339, and 368 respectively to tbe 
square mile, are also well peopled; whilst the central ihdnds of 
Pumiah, with 351, and Amtlr-Krisb^ with 401 to die square mile, 
show a higher average than that common to the whole District 
The population diminishes both to the south and west, along the 
banks of the Ganges and the Kiisl, a circumstance due to the 
devastating overflow of these rivers. The two Gangetic Divisions of 
Gkindwrird and Manih^ have only 252 and *2 16 to the square mile 
respectively. Along the Kris! the population grows more and more 
sparse from north to south. In Matiyriri, on the Nepril frontier, it 
is 325 to the square mile, which is succeeded by 309 in Rin^anj 
and 199 in Damdahri. 

The table on the following page shows in detail the population in 
each police circle and Subdivision in the District with the number 
of villages and houses, etc. The table is reproduced verbatim from 
the Census Report of 1872, 



244 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF PURNIAH. 


l-H 

% 

t ■ 

H. 

1 

M 

0 ... 

M 

1 

I 

■“I 

il 

>* 

ct 

1, 

•dsnqu jsd 

SU0S4»<J 

■ (p H p>00 .N M 

coVio'»o 

V 

'P JO t> . 
iolovo 

vp 

VO 

^pvp. 
\b VO vb 

• 5* 

VO 

yi 

vo‘ 

'®nw ’^S 

'sDsnoji 

• CT) 0\ H tvoo o M 
ts. 00 »0 io ^S'JS tv 

H 

VO 

VOVO N . 
tv VO VO 

■v? 

OvJpOv 
VO tvU3 

« 

V-. 

•dii{suMOx JO 

da^IdA jad 

SUOSJd^ 


Vh 

O' 

« 

C» Ovco 

VO 

'vt'N Ov 
OMvVO 
VO VO tv 

CO 

VO 

VO 

s 

•Vj* 

:^im ps 

xad sdiqsuMOx 

40 ‘Jtpzntfj^ 

' oa m'N tng» V) 
^>}-y>vo.^co tv 

' ! , Ml *H. 1^' 

f 

H ■ 

tv VO N 

CvTt tv 

> 

p» w 

tx tvy> 

JP 

’P 

■ 


*®nw: 

5U0S43(£ 

5i>.g^ Si'S t Sip. 

CO H w « to CO ^ 

M 

S) 

vt ^lO 

a-aS) 

.vS 

CO 

III 

H 


Ph , 

e* ' ■' 

0 *> 

•55 ^ 

1 ‘^'• 

w . 

fc-- s ” 

d, p 
g . A, • 

’U‘s 

,p 

g 

:>"i 

’g-. ;.t 

r 

pa 

'uon«indo^ 

v^x 

'O CO M ^ M 

H M H M M H 

,o 

‘ 'h 

CO 

CO 

Fi 

M vp CO 
tv VO H 

00 'vt-tv 
c« ^oo'* 
00 0 00 

W M , , 

'.VO 

6 

1^ 

H ^ .VO 
wvo \o 
U^H tN 

t 

r 

, 'f’. ■ 

M 

tv 

M ’’ 

*f9fno|{ 

, ! jO aaqxanj^ 

|8S-!J?§}S!? 

, 0 ► M lOVO *0 VO CO 

CO 

,f 

to CO 0 
^VO w 
, ^ K \o 
tf ^ lo'" 

CO H H 

M 

. a- 


.1 

§ 

'iff: 

,•1' 

M 

\t- 

jO Jaqwttj^ - 


t 

cf 

. asi«' 

COjH M 

B 

HI 

VO 

vO 

,00 

R ■ 

H 

... ‘wnw 

onmbg HI vajty 


1 

H H CO 

QSjtv, 

•| 

■III 

1 

M 

'", ■ 

’ 

:■• ,..'S - 

,•■•?• ./i'.. 

iff'4 ill t'**" 

'' 's v..r.,7 ; >. ..' r:;; 

. • -i.i 

, *S 

:s! ■'. 

f ,, 'y; ‘ ./^^TiU\?:y:d‘C 'on?^r:l 

:( •' ■ j:; > '.5* K 4. *; ' f"’- A h'Vi 3 

.-...•-iyl'i . 1.4 i 'S-. 5 

0 5.5 

5 £: ■n^.'.-au.'S ■■; • ■. •■•: 

- •••,'. &,& ;.>5 : ■ .'S’-':-* - 

:r: - .'•'"tr- ■-<■ 

4, , .,. ci .A ;.. , - 

■ .:.!_^_.,.LiJ ■,»>; ■ ; > Mr^? ."I-.::!!.- v 




































POPULATION ACCORDING TO SEX, ETC. 245 

Population classified according to Sex and Age. — ^X he 
total population of Pumiah District amounts to 1,714,795 persons, 
of whom 876,320 are males, and 838,475 females. The proportion 
of males in the total population is 51*1 per cent, and the average 
density of the population is 346 per square mile. Classified ac- 
cording to age, the Census gives the following results : — ^Hindus^ 
under twelve years of age, males 186,081, females 149,246 ; above 
twelve years, males 331,598, females 355,084. Muhamnmdans — 
tinder twelve years, males 141,187, females 105,539 j above twelve 
years of age, males 216,122, females 227,301. Christians^ — ^under 
twelve years of age, males 58, females 51; above twelve years, 
males 168, females 12,6. Other denominations not separately 
classified, consisting of aboriginal tribes — under twelve years of age, 
males 425, females 319; above twelve years, males 681, females 809. 
Population of all religions— under twelve years of age, males, 327,7 5 x, 
females 255,155 ; above twelve years, males 548,569, females 583,320. 
The small proportion of female to male children, and the excessive 
proportion of females above twelve years, were, as has been already 
mentioned, referred to by the Collector in his Census estimate in 
1789. The proportion of the sexes of ah ages is probably correct 

The number of insanes in Pumiah District is returned as follows 
in the Census Report;— Males 66, females 22 \ rptal,88, or *0051 
per cent, of the population . Idiot^males.iiS, f^ales 46 ; total 
i64,.or -0096 per cent of tl^je populatippy . Deaf and dumbr^ii^tes 
249, femmes 55; total 304, or -0x77 of tjie total population. 

BUnd— males 389, females 77 j total ,466, or *0272 per cent of the 
population. Lepers — males 341, females 44 > total 385, or *0225 
piET cent of the population. Xhje. tptaj, number, of persons In the 
District afflicted with, the above-mentioned, infirmities is X407j Lor 
•0821 per cent of the population. The number pf females as com* 
pared with that pf males seems suspiciously »small^ . : 

Population classified according to Occupation. 
Accounts of other Districts I have had to remark on the unsatis- 
faptoiy nature of the returns obtained mdfr this head at the time 
of the Census of 18 7 2. . Al&ough thesp figures in Piumiafi share In 
the uncertainty that attaches to such.^ daa®^fication in India, wh^re 
each caste assigns certain pccupatipns to its members, who,, bpwevjer* 
often reallyfoUow very difGexentpinrst^ this District 

seem as accurate as anything we can hope for, forahP^ jfiine.to corner 
At a previous page 1 have pointed out the careM nature of the 
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preparations made for the Census of 1872 during the two preceding 
years. One of these was the training of the subordinate officials in 
charge of the operations, and the thorough explanation to them of 
Uie distinction between 'caste* and 'occupation* in their European 
significations. The following paragraphs are accordingly trust- 
worthy to an extent which renders them of some statistical value. 
In the occupation of males, the figures under Class L seem through- 
out correct. The professional return also seems valuable, with this 
explanation-i-that such headings as those of spiritual guide and 
Muhammadan priest are confined to the persons who actually 
follow these professions and none other. Those persons who are 
distinctly known as, and called, and muUd^ are probably not 
more than are given in the returns. Similarly, there are more 
cooks than 136; but the number of persons whose surname, as it 
were, is bdwarchi, that is, who are called bdwarchiy as is the case 
with about a dozen families in the town of Pumiah, is not greater. 
In the case of j>atwdris 2ih6, the number is not limited to 312, but 
this figure represents the number whose special and almost sole 
occupation is that of village accouhtahts. 

Occupation of Males.— Class I.— Persons employed under 
Government^ municipal, or other local authorities: — Government 
-.police, 302 ; rural police or village watchmen, 5884; Covenanted 
English officers, 5 ; subordinate judicial officers, 4; subordinate 
executive olficers, 2 ] Public Works officers, 6 ; Post Office officials, 
26 ; Telegraph Office officials, 2 ; medical officer, i ; excise officers, 
42; officers in charge of opium cultivation and revenue, 31 ; clerks, 
29; municipal officers, 42 \ piyddds or messengers, 44 ; others, 427. 
Total of Class L, 6847, 

Class IL— Professional persons, including professors of religion, 
education, law, medicine, and fine arts : — (cl) Religion — Hindu 
priests or purohits^ 1308; spiritual guides (pyiris)y 6; achdtjyas^ 
astrologers and fortune-tellers, 8 ; Muha:mmadan priests (tnullds), 3 ; 
.missionary, i. {b) Education — Schoolmasters, 4 ; students, 38 ; 
teschers, 202. . {c) Law — Pleaders, 43 ; law agents {mukhtdrs)] 153 ; 
stamp vendors, 18. (d) Medicine — ^Doctors, 6 ; Musalmin and 
Hindu physicians {hakims kabirdjs\ 143 ; cow-doctor {gobaidyas), 
1; accoucheurs, 7 ; inoculators, 35. {e) Fine arts — ^Painters, 133 i 
mWcians, 268; singers, 33 ; dancers, 136; jugglers, 28 ; buffoon, 
I. (/) Engineering and surveying — Amins or surveyors, 4. Total 
of Class IL, 2 S 79 ' 
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Glass III,— Persons in service or performing personal offices ; — 
{^) Dbniestic servants — Personal servants, 2255 ; cooks, 136; others, 
398* (S) Others — Barbers, 4170 ; washermen or dhobis\ 210^ ; 

sweepers {^ihtars\ 228; water-carriers ibhistis\ 42; gardeners 
(mdlis)y 148 ; doorkeepers (darwAns\ 150 ^ unspecified, 30,744 ; 
innkeeper, i ; pimp, 1. Total pf Class III., 40,378. 

Class IV. — Persons engaged in agriculture and with animals : — 
{a) In agriculture — Landholders (zaminddrs\ 1641 ; middle-men 
{mustdjirs\ 26 ; holders of land on military tenures {ghdtwdls)^ 12 ; 
cultivators, 271,938; village head-men {viandaU\ 8; zaminddri 
servants, 8 ; land stewards {gumdshtds), 92 ; rent :olIector$ (tahsU- 
ddrs\ 42 ; village accountants {pcdwdAs\ 312 ; gorditsy^, species of 
village watchmen on behalf of the landlord, 276; holders of land 
on a tenure of police service {Jfdiks)^ 795 ; labour-gang overseers 
{dajffdddrs), 39 ; managers of courts of wards, 3. (b) With animals 

— Dealers in horses, 7 ; dealers in cattle, 32 ; dealers in goats, 2 ; 
dealer in pigs, i ; shepherds, 2572; cowherds, 391; jockeys, 14; 
elephant drivers {mahdts)^ 278 ; grooms, 192 ; grass cutters, 143 ; 
farriers and shoeing smiths (ndi bands) ^ 13 ; hunters {shikdtis), 26. 
Total of Class IV., 278,863. 

Class V. — Persons engaged in commerce and trade: — (/at) In 
conveyance of persons and goods — Cabmen, 2 ; carters, 2367 ; 
palanquin bearers, 1195; cart owners, ii; boatmen, 2164; boat 
owners, 94. {b) In keeping and lending money, and in the sale of 
goods — Weighmen, 24; cashiers, 6; money-lenders 1805; 

merchants oxsauddgars^ 755 ; merchants in special goods, 48 ; petty 
dealers ip^dHs)^ 269 ; traders, 2220 ; . shopkeepers, 16,169 ; hawkers 
ipisdtii)^ 21 ; brokers {daldls)^ 50 ; messengers (ptyddds), 21 ; ver- 
nacular clerks and writers (mukanirs), 365 ; agents, 4 ; clerks, 41. 
Total of Class V, 27^6$!, 

Class VI. — ^Persons employed in mechandal aits, xnanufactures, 
and engineering operations, and in the sale of goods manufactured 
or prepared for consumption, (a) Manufactures — Indigo manu- 
factures, 96; leather workers, 210. (^) Constructive arts — Con- 
tractors, 548; bricklayers {rdjmistris\ 251; lime burners, 155; 
carpenters, 2845 1 t)rick dealers, 9 ; diggers, 299. {c) Miscellaneous 
artisans — ^Blacksmiths {kdmdrs)^ 1502; braziers (kdnsdris\ 164; 
tinmen, 15; goldsmiths iymdrs)^ 1126 ; jewellers (Jauhdris\ 6; 
potters (kumbMrs), 2818; glass-makers, 29; crockery vendors, 17; 
sellers of minium or red oxide of lead, ii ; comb-makem, 35 3 mat- 
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makers, i6; basket-makers, X112; hookah-makers, 8; makers of 
lacquered ware, 579 ; msiers of garlands, 413 ; polishers, 102 ; 
cotton spinners, 8695 > carpet-makers, 47 ; dyers, 191 ; tailors, 992 ; 
turban-makers, 2; sellers of shoes, 1336 ; saddler, i ; cloth vendors, 
1152 ; maker of gunny-bags, i ; cotton carders, 599 ; cotton vendors, 
63 ; blanket-makers, 81; ornament stringers, 140 ; printers, 2; 
bookbinders, 24 ; picture sellers, 3 ; booksellers, 2* (d) Dealers in 
vegetable food — Oil sellers, 5548 ; grain sellers, 2096 ; rice sellers, 
305 ; sellers of spices, 73 ; seUers of vegetables, eta, 515 ; bakers, 
16; grain parchers, 175; confectioners, 802; sellers of or 
molasses, 15, (^r) Dealers in animal food — Butchers^ 51 ; fishermen, 
8312; fishmongers, 477 ; bird catchers, 78; milkmen, 2459; butter 
sellers, 18. (/) Dealers in drinks — Spirit sellers, 156; tdri sellers, 
(^) Dealers in stimulants---Tobacco sellers, 124; opium 
sellers, ,18 ; gdnjd sellers, 72 } /dn (betel leaf) sellers, 1086 ; madat 
sellers, ,(h) Dealers in perfumes, drugs, medicine?, ^d cheipic^f^ 
-T-PerfumCT?, 3 ; sellers of salt, 69 ; seUers of sal^etre* ; Seilers 

of fireworks, 21 ; sellers of soap, 2 ; sellerl of topdi-ppwder, 2. {i) 
Dealers in vegetable substances — ^Firewood sellers, 227; charcoal 
sdlers, ^2 ; rope sellers, 39. (/) Dealers in apimal substoces — 
Vendors of hides, 433 3 tanners, 314. Total of Class VI,, 
48,526. 

Class yiL— Miscellaneous person not classed otherwise : — Pen- 
sioners, 4;: apprentices, 6 ; beggars, 3956 ; wrestlers, 7 ; labourers, 
132,596; male children, 327,732 ; unemployed, 8095. 

Class yil, 47*1,496., Total of males, 876,320. . \ ^ 

OpcuPATiQN OF Females. - r-The general cautipn prefixed to Ae. 
pai^aphs on the occupitidns of the people applies wi^ particular 
force to this section. , • . * 

-Tv' ■'/. V " 

Prpf^^^ j^elii^bn— priestesse^, 24. . 

(^)M?dic^!^M^dwrves,.7^;^ Finearts—D^cers, 

C]^ss.| jemales jn service* . 

(a) P9ijjestiGT^ooks,,4; personjj seryants, ^4.; unspecified, 204, 
(^) Qthers-r^^bers,, 8 ; . Washerwomen,’ 47 sweepers (^ihir 4 nis), 
13. keepe^ p7public;en:te^nment^Hptd- 

Totel.pit^gL^s |li„ 375. , 7 | 

aincl .^jSh .ajijmais ; ' 

— («) In a|nciilture-^Female lanmoros (zaminddrs), 52 ; cultiWitbrs, 
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149^. ip) Widi anmif^s — Shepherdesses^ 16 j dealers m cows, 4t ^ 
of ,Cl^s IV,, 1567. . 

Cla.ss V.— Females engaged in commerce and trade:— (<?) In 
conveyance of persons and goods — Cart owners, 4. ip) In lending 
money and sale of goods — Moneylenders, 39; retail dealers, 19; 
shopkeepers, 839; petty dealers {pepdris\ 9. Total of Class V., 
910. 

Class VI. — Females employed in mechanical arts, manufactures, 
and in the sale of goods manufactured or prepared for consumption : 
— ^a) Miscellaneous artisans — Contractors, 5 j dealers in potte^, 
41 j sellers of flowers, ^3; basket-makers, 36; mat^makers, 12 ; 
shoemakers, 4; spinhers, 603 ; weavers, 59 ; omameiit-makers, 17 ; 
embroiderer, i; sellers of cotton, 5; tailors, 18 j cotton carders, 
30. (^) Dealm in Ve^^ food — Dealers in grain, 5; rice 

dealers, 34; costermongers, 27; oil sellers, 216; confectioners, 3 ; 
grain parchers, 34. (c) Dealers in animal food — Fishwomen, 250 ; 

milk sellers, 167 ; butchers, 4. (d) Dealers in drinks— Toddy 
sellers, 17. (e) Dealers in stimulants — ^Tobacconists, 5; betel 

seller^ 25. (/) Dealers in perfumes, drugs, medicines, etc. — TiMa 
sellers, 6 ; sellers of tooth-powder, 2 ; perfumers, 3 ; seller of minium 
pr, ired oxide of lead, i. (^) Pe4ers in vegetable subst^pes and 
fliel— Firewood sellers, 8; grass dealers, 8, (A) Dealers in ammal 

imbstMices— Hide vendor^ i ; jt^imers, 67, Total of Class VL, 

]CiC.ASS Vn. — Miscellaneous parsons not diassed otherwiser— Un^' i 
^ployed, 570,065; children, 255,145 ; beggars and pauper^ 213 ; ! 
labourers,! 8437. ’ Total of VIL, 833,860. Grand total of, - 
838,475. . ^ v ^ 

1 Ethnical' Division of Tjii 'l^EpPLE. — ^The people of Pumiah! 
Ilistrict -may be divided into twp distinct races, whose points pf - 
follow tHe^fine of the old iCiisf river^ and are, ^oWvTOUghly J 
demarcated by the upper reaches iof the Kankdi and MaMnand£; 
To the west of the la!tter rivdr there is a large Aryan element wln^ ^ 
characteristic of language . and jj^ysique gener^ly predominate 
q/er .those of the probably 'niuch r^ore numerous non-Aryan pebpli, ? 
tfc^jughout whpm they are difiusedi ’ Tp the east of theMahinan^ 1 
except in classes, the ma^ ^J^b; 

pepple |oallying., tribe of the Ko 4 i dr,; 

Kh^ti nice* The westens among^ 
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Name of Nationality, 
Tribe, or Caste. 

Number, 

(ix.) Weaver Castes-^^^^- 
' tinned. 


KhatW, . 
Patua, . 

Tdnti, . 
Tattdma, 


4,468 

U 

41 

1,039 

34,969 

3,215 


Total, . 

61,974 

(x.) Labouring Castes. 


Batar, . 
Belddr, . - 

Kalar, . 
Matiyal, 
ISTuniya, 
Pairagh, 


392 

7,332 

IIS 

33 

971 

156 

f 

Total, . 

8,999 

(xi.) Castes engaged 

IN Selling Fish and 
Vegetables. . 


Khatik, . 
Tiiraha, . 

, , 

72 

734 


Total, . 

806 i 

(xil) Boating AND Fish- 
ing Castes. 

! 

Banpar, . 

Chabi, . 
Gonrhf, . 

Jdlfa, . 

ICeut, ^ . 
Machua, 

M^a, . 
Muriyarf, 
Naiya, . 
Parsat, . 

Pod, ^ . 
Surahiya, 

Tior, 


1,337 

1,245 
18,125 1 
7 

20,057 
1,177 1 

21,010 
3,770 
6S 1 
ISS 
SS4 

. 1.653 

18,203 


Total, . 

87,364 


. Tribe, or Castk. 


(xiii.) Dancer, Musician, 
Beggar, and Vaga- 
bond Castes. 

Bhanr, . 

Dh^rhf, .... 
Jagwd, , , . • . 

Kureriya, . . 

Paikhaj, 

Pawaria, 

. ' S 3 
1,997 
105 

384 

10 

94 

Total, . 

2,643 

(xiv.) Persons enume- 
rated BY Nationality 
only, 

Uriyd, .... 

39 

(xv.) Persons op Un- 
known or Unspecified 
Caste, 

37»394 

Grand Total of Hindus 

761,077 

, 

4. Persons of Hindu origin 
not recognising Caste, 

Aghorf, . ... 

Atith, .... 
Vaislinav, 

Kabfrpanthf, . 

Nanakshdhi, . 

Sanyasi, 

Sikh, 

Suthrdshdhf, . 

Native Christians, . 

1,317 
' 303 

' 2,554 

106 

1,004 

209 

lO- 

92 

Total, . 

5,600 

5. Muhammadans, 

Mughul, . . ‘ . 

Pathdn, . . ... 

Sayyid, . ... 

Shaikh, .. . . •» 

Unspecified, , 

262 

5,783 

7,773 

373 k 847 

302,484 

Total, . 

690,149 

Total of Natives of • 
India, . . , . • 

1,714.154 

Total of Asiatics, . 

1,714,485 

Grand Total, 

1,714,795 ^ 
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emigration and immigration 

Emigration and Immigration take place to a very limited extent 
ih Pnmiah District. The register kept in the Magistrate's office, 
under the Emigration Acts (b.c.) of 1871 and 1873, show only 
thirty-one emigrants during the last three years (1873 to 1S75). 
In 1873, iour men were recruited as coolies for the plantations of 
Demerara. Of these, one was . a Brdhman, one a Mjput, one a 
Go^M, and one a Musalm^n. They were all young men between 
twenty-four and twenty-eight years of age, and contracted to serve 
for five years, being promised a daily wage of eight dnnds (is.), the 
working hours of the day not to exceed five. The most remarkable 
fact about this batch of emigrants was, that none of them were 
natives of Purniah — the Godld coming from Ghdzfpur in the North- 
West Provinces, the Rajput and Musalmin from Monghyr, and the 
Brdhman from Tirhut It would seem that they were men who 
had come to the District in sfearcl: of labour, and finding the climate 
too unhealthy, were glad to obtain employment elsewhere. In 1874, 
twenty-seven persons were recruited for Cachdr by a single tea- 
garden agent. They all came from villages situated within pargand 
Sult^npur, with the exception of two inhabitants of Matiy^n, in 
pargand HaveH Purniah ; so that they were all inhabitants of the 
north-west of this District. They were all Hindus of the Pasmdn 
and Am^nth castes, with the exception of one Brdhman. All the 
males were under thirty years of age, but three of the women were 
forty-five. One of the latter was accompanied by her three sons, 
and all the other women went with their husbands. The period of 
service contracted for was in all cases three years ; the monthly 
wages promised were Rs. 5 (los.) for men, and Rs. 4 (8s.) for 
women, with the further stipulation that the owner of the garden 
would supply rice at the maximum rate of Rs i. 8 a Man of 80 lbs., 
or 4s. id. per cwt. 

In 1873 the Collector reported that a large number of labourers 
annuaPy pass through the north of Purniah District in the be- 
ginning of the cold season, on their way from Tirhut, Chhapr^ 
Ghd.zipur, etc., to Kuch Behar and Rangpur, where there appears 
to be a great demand for labour. He states that he himself fell 
in with gangs of Kah^s and others, who told him that they 
were going to Assam to look out for work as palanquin bearers, 
etc. ; but he never met with any one going as a labourer on 
a tea-garden. Most of tht:,e men return before the rains to 
their homes by the same route, — ^Tit^y^ Krishnaganj, Ar^yd, and 


254 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF PURNIAH. 

Ndthpur. Some get employment on the Ganges and Darjiling 
road. 

Hindu Castes. — I have not been able to obtain any valuable 
•information regarding the castes of Purniah District, beyond what I 
have given in my Account of Bhdgalpur, when treating of the castes 
and sub-castes found on the north of the Ganges. The Brahman 
or priestly caste numbers 29,137 persons, or only *02 per cent, of 
the total Hindu population. They are most numerous along the 
river Kiisf, being found chiefly in the police circles of Damdah^;^ 
Axixiyi, and R^nfganj, The Census returns the Rajputs, or military 
. caste, as numbering 23,841 ; but the fact that they are found in the 
largest number in the aboriginal tract of Kdlidganj makes it pro- 
bable that this total has been swelled by descendants of the petty 
Kir^nti chiefs.. The number of Rdjputs in Damdahd and Rdniganj 
is also large. The Bdbhans, 6585 in number, form comparatively a 
^raall class in Purniah, and are chiefly found in the south and west 
of the Headquarters Subdivision. The Kdyasths, or writer caste, 
11,794 in number, are generally distributed over the District, except 
in the police circle of Kilidganj, where 4109, or more than, a third 
of the whole number, are collected together, being principally em- 
ployed as traders and gachbandi landholders. Amongst trading 
castes, the Baniy^s are the most numerous, spread all over the Dis- 
trict, but most numerous in the police circles of Daradahd, Balr^mpur, 
and Krishnaganj. The second largest class ‘of- merchants are the 
Sindilriy^, of whom it is remarkable that 4317, out of a total of 
4480, are found in the Headquarters police division, while not one 
has been returned as residing within the municipality of Purniah. 
It is probable that the city members of this caste have returned 
themselves under some more general name. 

The GodMs or herdsman caste, 128,608 in number, are the most 
numerous caste in the District They are found chiefly in the 
Headquarters and Ardriy^ Subdivisions, forming in the latter tract 
one-seventh of the total inhabitants, and one-fifth of the Hindu 
population. Whole villages of GodHs are frequently found on the 
sandy plains formed by the Kfisi in the west of the District The 
principal agricultural caste is the Kaibartta, numbering 56,321, 
who are found chiefly in the central strip of country running north 
and south, and which includes the police .divisions of Gondwdrd, 
Radbd, Ardriyd, and Amiir-Kdsbd. The Koeris, 24,025 in number, 
are also a large caste, principally congregated around Purniah town 
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and in the police division of Gondw^l The Sadgops are the chief 
cultivating class of the Krishnaganj Subdivision; out of 11,674 in 
the entire District, 9929 are found within this Subdivision. Of the 
castes engaged in personal service, the Dhdnulcs, 39,262 in number, 
are the most numerous. They are found chiefly in two tracts, 
formed by Gondw^ri and Kadbd in the south, and Rdniganj and 
Matiy^ri in the north of the District. The Hajjims or Ndpits, the 
barber caste, 18,350 in number, are very evenly distributed in all 
the police circles. Of artisan castes, the oil-pressing and oil-selling 
Tells are far the most numerous, especially in the Ardriyd Sub- 
division. The weaving castes are less numerous than they once 
were, but Ihere are still 34,969 T^ntls, living chiefly in the police 
circles of Pumiah, Damdahd, Ardriy^, and Matiyirl, in the west and 
north-west of the District. Gunny-weaving is mostly carried on by 
Chdpwdls, 8452 in number, and Ganeshs, 9669 in number. The 
former are chiefly met with in Amiir-Kdsb:i and Bahddurganj, and 
the latter in- Bahddurganj and Kali%anj. Owing to the abundance 
of spare land, the number of day-labourers is very small for a Behar 
District,. only 8999 coming under this description, of whom 7332 
are Beiders. The chief boating and fishing castes are the Gonrhis, 
18,125 in number; the Keuts, 20,057 in number ; the Mdlas, 21,016 
in number; and the Tior^ 18,203 in number. The Gonrhis and Tiors 
are most numerous in the Headquarters Subdivision; whilst the Keuts 
prevail in Ardriy^, and the MdMs in the police circles of Rdnlganj, 
Bahddurganj, and K^lidganj, It is remarkable that in the Ardriyd 
Subdivision, the tract in the District which contains fewest streams, 
the number of fishermen and boatmen is comparatively largest. 

The Religious Division of the People. — The great bulk 
of the population of Purniah are Hindus, the remainder being 
Muhammadans, Christians, and hill people professing faiths which 
are modified forms of Hinduism. The Hindus number 517,679 
males and 504,330 females; - total, 1,022,009, or 59*6 per cent of 
the total population. Proportion of Hindu males in total Hindu 
population, 50*7 per cent The Muhammadans number 357,309 
males and 332,840 females; total, 690,149, 01 40*3 per cent of 
the population. Proportion of Muhammadan males in total 
Muhammadan population, 51*8 per cent No Buddhists or Jains 
are found in the District The Christians number 226 males and 
177 females; total, 403. Proportion of males in total Christian 
population, 56*1 percent The remaining portion of the^popula- 
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tion consists of people professing various undefined beliefs, who 
are classified in the Census Report under the name of ^others.’ 
They consist of iio6 males and 1128 females; total, 2234, or 'i 
per cent of the District population. The proportion of males in 
the whole aboriginal population is 49*5 per cent 
Division of the People into Town and Country. — The 
population of Pumiah District reside to a very limited extent in 
towns. There are only three municipal towns — Purniah, Krish- 
naganj, and Rdniganj, containing a total population of 30,691 
souls. The urban population has undoubtedly decreased during the 
past century, a circumstance which will be explained subsequently 
in the description of Pumiah town. The towns do not furnish a 
larger proportion of the ordinary work of administration than the 
rural vill?;ges, except in so far as the management of municipal 
concerns requires special supervision. ^ 

The Census Report of 1872 thus classifies the villages and towns. 
There are 1635 villages containing fewer than two hundred inhabi- 
tants; 1366 with from two to five hundred inhabitants; 853 with 
from five hundred to one thousand inhabitants ; 273 with from one 
to two thousand inhabitants ; 41 with from two to three thousand 
inhabitants; 8 with from three to five thousand inhabitants; 2 
with from five to ten thousand inhabitants ; and i with from fifteen 
to twenty thousand inhabitants ; making a total of 4179 villages or 
townships, with a population varying from two hundred to twenty 
thousand inhabitants in each. The following is a list of the prin- 
cipal towns and places of interest in the District. 

Purniah, the chief town and Administrative Headquarters of the 
District, is situated on the east bank of the river S'aurd, in 25° 48' 
north latitude, and 87° 35' east longitude. The earliest records 
of the District have been lost, so that the exact date on which 
the town was formally declared the Headquarters Station cannot 
now be determined, but it seems to have been somewhere about 
1771. I have not found any estimate of the population before 
that made in 1811 by Dr. Buchanan Hamilton. He states that 
the d&ro^a or head constable of the town calculated that it con- 
tained 8234 houses and 32,100 people; but of these, 2698 houses 
and 9951 people belonged to villages situated entirely in the 
country, leaving 5536 houses and 22,149 people for the town, 
which then occupied ‘ at least nine square miles.’ Dr. Buchanan 
Hamilton adds: ‘I am apt to think that the ddroga has greatly 
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underrated the population; but however that may be, we must 
form no idea of the population of Indian towns by comparing 
them with the extent of cities in Europe. This town, which oc- 
cupies a space equal to more than half of London, most assuredly 
does not contain 50,000 people, although it is one of the best 
country towns in Bengal.’ Since that time there seems to have 
been a very great decline in the population. The area for which 
at the present day we have accurate census information is that 
contained within the municipality, whose limits, however, differ 
very much from those of Pumiah town in Dr. Buchanan Hamilton’s 
time. Still, a fair comparison may be made. The old town area 
remains intact, measuring three miles and a half long by one wide. 
The old Civil Station of R^mbdgh, formerly a western suburb, now 
lies in the centre of the municipality. The large suburbs towards 
tne north — Miydbazar, Khalifa chak, and part of AbddlMnagar ; arid 
on the east, Begam>deurf, parts of Lrilbrigh and Khdskibrigh — have 
been lost; but the still larger space included in the new Civil 
Station — Madhubanf, Khazdnchi-hat, Kdlidganj, Raghundthpur, 
and Wdlitold — has been added. The area is now not less than 
15 square miles. In 1869 the Experimental Census disclosed the 
following results: — Number of houses, 7572; population, males 
5836, females 5272 — total, 11,108; average number of souls per 
house, 1*47. The Regular Census of 1872, however, showed a 
considerably larger population. The results then ascertained 
were as follow ; — Hindus — males 6004, females, 3641 ; total, 9645. 
Muhammadans — ^males 3551, females 2634; total, 6185. Chris- 
tians — ^males 122, females 105 ; total, 227. Total of all denomina- 
tions — males 9677, females 6380. Grand total, 16,057. 

This marked decrease in the last half-century is probably due to 
the unhealthiness of the climate, consequent on the silting up and 
stagnation of the river KdH Kdsf. Purniah seems to have been 
chosen as the seat of the Muhammadan Government of the District 
when this river formed the main bed of the Great Kdsi. As that 
river worked westward in the manner already described, it gave 
place to a chain of marshes connected by low strips of land, which 
were flooded in the rains, and formed at that season of the year 
a continuous water-communication. About the time of the English 
occupation, this change seems to have been going on, but was not 
yet complete. The main "body of water had been diverted, but 
enough still remained in the Kill Krisf to keep the swamps deep, 
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and very little of the bed was left dry for any considerable part of 
the yean The old records, whilst occasionally mentioning epi- 
demics in the low tract to the south and east, make no reference 
to the Headquarters town as being remarkably unhealthy. The 
Saur^, also, was then a larger river than it is at the present day. 
The space between these two rivers, known as H^mb^gh, although 
not so high as the country farther to the west, where ^the military 
lines stood, was chosen as the Civil Station on account of its 
proximity to the native town, which then lay entirely to the east 
of the Saur^. A more unfortunate choice could scarcely have been 
made. The Station became about 1820 one of the most unhealthy 
in Bengal. A road from the military lines to the Civil Station, in 
which a sufficient water-way was not allowed, prevented drainage, 
and added to the prevailing malaria. The old graveyard, situated 
in one of the gloomiest spots in that neighbourhood, on a’ nartow 
tongue of land surrounded by perennial swamps, shows how great 
must have been the mortality of the European residents during the 
second quarter of this century. About 1835 it was determined to 
remove the Government offices to the higher country towards the 
west ; and a site was chosen nearly two miles to the west of the 
military lines, which had themselves shared to some extent in the 
general unhealthiness. . After this change there was an appreciable 
improvement in the health of the officials and .other residents, but 
Pumiah still continued a very unpopular Station. It scarcely deserves 
its ill name at the present time, as I am assured by the Civil Surgeon 
that fever is not common amongst Europeans, The native town of 
Purniah, however^ has remained in its old position, and is still sub- 
ject to outbreaks of fever which pass into severe epidemics. It is 
relieved that no less than 70 per cent, and in unhealthy years 90 
per cent, of the native population suffer from this disease. 

Purniah is a municipality, constituted under Act iii, (b.c,) of 
1864. The municipal concerns are managed by a committee of 
sixteen members, of whom thirteen are non-officials, ten being 
natives. During the year 1874-75, eight meetings were held. The 
total municipal income for that year was ^2^3989, 2s. od. ; of which 
;£'8i5, 8s. od. was derived from a tax on houses, lands,- and buildings; 
;^234, 1 6s. od. from a tax on horses, carriages, and carts, including 
fees for their registration; ^12^, 8s. od, from qattle pounds; 

2s. od. from tolls 'and ferries ; from fines levied under the 
'^lunicipal bye-laws ; and ^^2802, 3 s. od. from other sources. Of 
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this latter amount, £2^00 formed the result of a public subscription 
for the rebuilding of the bridge over the Sauri river. The incidence 
of municipal taxation was is. 3|d. per head* The income of 
1873-74 had amounted only to ;2^i374, 8s. od. ; and the average 
income of the three preceding years was ;:^i627, i6s. od. The 
total expenditure for 1874-75 was £is^7, 4S* od. ; of which £621^ 
I2S. od. was for the maintenance of police ; £5^} od. for con- 
servancy; ^299, 8s. od. for office establishment; £28g, los, od. 
for the repair of roads; £66, 4s. od. for lighting charges; and 
;^57, 4s. od. for miscellaneous expenses. On the ist April 1875, 
the large balance of £31351 od. remained in hand, of which 
;^534 represents accumulations from pj^evious years. 

Nawabganj is a considerable village situated in fargand Kdnkjol, 
in north latitude 25"* 28' 55^^ and east longitude 87'^ 16' 51", 34 miles 
distant from Purniah town, and 12 miles from the banks of the Ganges, 
opposite Sdhibganj. The tradition regarding its foundation is, that 
on one occasion the treasure, while being sent from Purniah to 
Hdjmahdl, the seat of Government in the later Musalmdn times, 
was plundered by a band of robbers near the site of the present 
village, which was then a waste jungle. The Nawd^b was unable 
to detect the robbers, and in order to protect this route determined 
to establish a village on the spot. A proclamation was made that 
any criminals who would settle and live there would be pardoned. 
People of this description consequently took advantage of such a 
simple condition of amnesty, and flocked in from all quarters. The 
village grew to importance, and was called Nawdbganj, after its 
founder. It contains an old fort in ruins, with about an area of 80 
acres. At BdldMbdri, about a mile and a half from Nawdbganj, was 
fought the battle between Saukat Jang and Sir^j-ud-Dauli, which 
has been already described. Nawdbganj is considered to include 
the village of Bdkhmdr^, which lies a mile distant, and contains 330 
houses. The whole has been let in farm for five years from 1873 
to an indigo planter. The population is estimated at 1500. 
The following are the chief castes ; — (i) BandeM Kshattriy^s ; 30 
families; immigrants from Bandalkhand, some of whom are well- 
to-do landholders. (2) Brdhmans; 8. (3) Sunrfs; 84; shopkeepers. 

(4) Go^£s; 38; cattle owners and herdsmen. (5) Gonrhis; 54; 
fishermen. (6) Tells; 5; oilmen. (7) Gangauntds; 6$; mat and 
basket makers, etc. There are no public institutions of any kind 
in this village, except 2ipdtJisdld or primary school. 
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Barsoi is situated on the eastern bank of the river Mah^nand^, 
ixilargand Badaur, in north latitude 25° 37' 15" and east longitude 
87® 58' 26". It is thirty-four miles distant from Purniah, and eight 
miles from the BaMmpur police station. It has one of the largest 
markets in the District, which is held every Wednesday, and is 
attended largely by people who come from a distance of two or 
three days' journey. The market is under the direct nianagement 
of the zaminddrs of largand Badaur, who reside in Beni Rasalpur. 
The chief articles of wholesale trade are dried fish {shdtki machh- 
chyd)^ tortoises, treacle {gdr), country-made cloth, chillies, turmeric, 
and onions. Fatkdrs^ or petty traders, buy up those commodities 
in considerable quantities, and retail them throughout the District. 
About 100 cart-loads of dried fish come for sale to the market 
weekly, and about 150 cart-loads of gdr. Some 200 tortoises are 
aliso brought for sale. The dried fish comes from police circle 
Damdahd on the east of the Kfisf, and from Bhdgalpur District, and 
is exported to Rangpur, Din^jp'ur, Jalp^igurf, the Murang, and Kuch 
Behar. Many Nepdlis engage in this branch of trade as paikdrs. 
The gdr or treacle comes from the Krishnaganj Subdivision, Ras- 
sakhoi in police circle BaMmpur, and Kum^rganj and Bochdganj 
in Din^jpur Dispict. The cloth is brought in from Kdlfgdon in 
Maldah, and from Bairdmpur and Kadbd police circles in Purniah. 
All these tracts are inhabited by Momins, Rdjbansis, and Tdntis, 
who make coarse .cloth. Gunny-bags woven by the Koch people in 
Balr^mpur, and mats manufactured in police circle Krishnaganj, are 
also largely sold at Barsoi market. As a village, Barsoi has no im- 
portance of any kind. There is a Government pound, and a police 
outpost has recently been established. 

ICaragola, a village situated in Dharmpur, in 25° 24 ' $ 0 " 
north latitude and 87^^ 26' 55" east longitude, is remarkable as the site 
gf one of the largest fairs held in the Lower Provinces. Formerly, 
when the Ganges flowed at the foot of the Pirpainti hill, this fair was 
held at the village of that name in Bh%alpur District, on the south of 
the river, I cannot accurately determine the date of its transfer to 
the northern or Purniah bank, but it must have been very soon after 
the commencement of the present century. The fair continued to be 
held down to 1824 at Kachd^ Kol, in pargand Chak DiMwari ; but 
during the six following years the site was removed to Mandigorendi, 
an istimrdn estate in pargand Dhannpur, owned by a certain Shah 
Ali Rezi. In 1832 the site was again changed, and until 1843 the 
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fair was held at Kiiitinagar, also in Dliarinpur, the property of Ma- 
thuran^th Ghose. In 1844, for the first time, it was held on land 
belonging to the Mahdrdjd of Darbhangah, in a village called 
Bakhiy^ SukhdL Ini85 1 the site was finally transferred to K^rigoU; 
and since that year the fair has. been regularly held there every 
February, except in 1874, the year of the Behar scarcity. The 
Darbhangah estate came under the Court of Wards in i860. The 
fair has now become a source of pecuniary interest, and has been 
leased out to farmers, who exact cesses both in money and in kind. 
The frequenters of the fair received no advantages to compensate 
for these charges till about five years ago, when some sanitary 
arrangements were introduced, which, however, are said to have had 
the effect of reducing the number of visitors, and shortening the 
stay of those who came. That some conservancy regulations were 
necessary seems certain, as this fair has always been a centre of 
epidemic outbreaks. Since 1870 cholera has twice spread* from 
Kdr^gold over the District, with very fatal results. 

The fair is held on a large sandy plain, which, during the period 
of its continuance, is covered with streets of small shops constructed 
of bamboos and mats. In these shops nearly every article of 
native domestic use is to be found. There is a very large sale of 
cloth of every kind, from thick English woollens to fine Dacca 
muslins. Cotton long-cloths of European and native make, cut 
into lengths to make dhidh for men or sdAs for women, are also 
abundant. These are generally white ^ but coloured stuffs, princi- 
pally iox pagris or head-dresses, are also sold. There is, moreover, 
a large trade in ploughshares of iron (which come, for the most part, 
from Monghyr), knives, and razors, the latter usually of English 
make. Brass and bell-metal cooking utensils are brought in great 
numbers fronJ Calcutta and Bdjshdhf. The southern police divi- 
sions of Purniah supply blankets and rugs from near Sdifganj and 
Kadbd, and reed mats from Balrjimpur. Monghyr finds a market 
here for her ornamental cabinet ware, as well as for commoner 
sorts of furniture, such as chairs, stools, and tables. Her claystone 
quarries also supply querns or hand-mills for grinding corn, and sils 
or flat stones on which spices are pounded. Calcutta and some of\ 
the large up-country towns send dressed leather, boots, looking- 
glasses, shawls, iRdmpur chddars^ silks, and kinklidos. The spice 
market, which is supplied from MursMd^bdd and Nadiy^, is gene- 
rally a large one ; but only as much food-grain as is necessary for 
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the wants of visitors is to be obtained. Lac ornaments and toys are 
largely sold, being brought from Monghyr and Southern Efrbhdm. 
A few dealers in English hard and fancy ware also attend, to sell 
umbrellas, matches, soap, paper, candles, buttons, etc. 

The attendance of the Nep^is at the KdrigoM fair has been 
somewhat diminished by the prohibition of the sale of firearms and 
ammunition. They still visit the fair, however, bringing knives, 
Mkfis^ hill canes, ydk tails, drugs, such as chireta and musk, a little 
coarse lac, and ponies. They also bring a peculiar article of com- 
merce, the carapace of the pangolin or hajarkit (Manis pentadac- 
tyla), with the dried flesh attached, which fetches a high price, as in 
the opinion of both Bengalis and Behan's it forms the most power- 
ful of aphrodisiacs. In 1876 no native jewellers attended the fair. 
Tobacco and gunny, the two chief staples of export in Purniah after 
rice, are not exposed for sale at YiixigoM, except in such trivial 
quantities as are necessary to meet the demand for the immediate 
consumption of the frequenters of the fair. 

The business done is generally purely retail ; but in some years, 
when country produce is in much request, and large stocks are in 
hand, a wholesale trade is developed on the last two or three of 
the ten days during which the fair is held. In 1876 it was estimated 
that 40,000 persons in all attended, and the fees levied from shops 
amounted to ;^i6o, a smaller sum than has been obtained in some 
previous years. The present Manager of the Darbhangah Estate 
has remitted some of the old cesses, such as those on bullock- 
carts, and also the mooring dues which were formerly levied on 
all boats moored on the bank of the Ganges during the fair. 
The fair is always protected by a considerable body of police, 
and the Magistrate or Joint-Magistrate of the District is usually 
present. 

KdrigoM is the terminus to which a steamer in connection with 
the East Indian Railway plies from the station of S^hibganj. Of 
late years, however, a large sandbank has formed in front of the 
village, on account of which the steamer is obliged to anchor at a 
point two miles farther down the river. This inconvenience is not 
felt during the rainy season, from the middle of June to the end of 
October; but at other seasons of the year it is the greatest obstacle 
to a pleasant journey from Calcutta to .Dirjfling. KixigoU contains 
a police outpost, a ddk bungalow or staging-inn, and a post office, 
which is also the chief agency for the Government post carriage 
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service to D 4 ijiling. Two or three small native firms of carriage 
owners are also established here. 

Beni Rasalpur, in pa 7 ''gand Badaur, in north latitude 25® 37' 40'' 
and east longitude 87° 51' 51'', six miles distant from the police 
station of Kadba, and twenty-six miles from Purniah town, contains 
the residence of the Muhammadan zaminddrs of the ^arga?id. It 
is the only village in Purniah in which there are many masonry 
buildings, some of which are two storied. It is situated on the river 
Kankii, which is formed by the confluence of the Pandr and an 
affluent of the Mahdnandd. 

SiRNiA is the name of a resumed milk or revenue-free estate, 
situated in pargand Katiydr, in 25^ 29' 10''' north latitude and 87® 
38' 51'' east longitude, which is held by some Gosdins of the 
Ndnakshdhi sect It was formerly a considerable village, but has 
lost its importance in consequence of the silting up of the branch of 
the Kdld Kiisf on which it stands. It is close to Hafldganj, a village 
containing about 350 houses, mostly inhabited by artisans ; and 
also to Manshdl, the residence of the principal indigo planter in the 
District 

PuTHiA Lakhiraj is another large village in pargand Dharmpur, 
situated in north latitude 25® 32' lo" and east longitude 87® 18' 21^'. 
It was formerly one of the chief centres of the saltpetre and cotton 
trades, but the changes in the course of the Great Kfisi, which 
river formerly passed below it, have reduced it to comparative 
insignificance. It is still a’ flourishing agricultural village, but the 
only trade now practised is the manufacture of bracelets. 

Kasba, situated in pargand Hdveli Purniah, in 25° 51^ o" north 
latitude and 87® 34' 41" east longitude, is the largest centre of the 
rice trade in the District It is chiefly inhabited by Sunris of 
Bengali extraction, who collect unhusked rice from the northern 
pargands of Purniah and from the Murang. Their women clean it, 
after which it is exported to Calcutta. Kdsbi lies on the road 
from Purniah to Ardriyd, and is distant about nine miles from the 
Civil Station, and four from the old city of Purniah. It contains 
1 4-7 9 houses, with a population of 6288 souls. It possesses a large 
vernacular school attended by 150 pupils, and also a police outpost. 

Saifganj, situated in north latitude 25® 32' o'*' and east longitude 
87® 37' 36", in pargand Katfy^r, was established by the Naw^b Siif 
Kh t^n about 150 years ago, and is now one of the largest villages in 
Purniah. It has about *1500 houses, divided into thirty chauMs or 
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policeman’s beats. It is 20 miles distant from the Civil Station, and 
has a vemaclilar school, a police outpost, and a Government distillery. 
It contains seven fakkd or brick buildings, one of which, the only 
three-storied house in Pumiah, belongs to Mahendra Ndrdyan 
Rdi. There are three Muhammadan masjids or mosques in the 
village, one of which is a masonry building; and there is also a 
lAm 6 .umdtk or temple, erected in 1822 by Rini LiMbati, aunt of 
Mahendra N^rayan Rdi. There are two old tanks — one excavated 
in 1822, and the other about 1807. The population of Sdifganj 
itself is only 1200 ; but it is closely surrounded by suburban villages, 
which bring up the total population to close on 10,000 inhabitants. 
The following are the prevailing castes of the town : — Brahmans ; 
consisting of 15 families; mostly petty landowners and priests. 
Rajputs ; 25 ; farmers and in zaminddri employ. One Kdyasth 
family. Kabirdjs ; 4 ; Bengili immigrants from Maldah. Sunrfs ; 
250 ; traders from different parts of the southern Districts. Shaikh 
Rdkis; 28; come from the District of Gayi, and are distillers 
of liquor and sellers of gdnjd, opium, and other excisable articles. 
Dh^iyds; 53; who are cleaners of cotton. Momins; 150; weavers. 
Shaikhs; 200; farmers, labourers, etc. Godlas; 150; cowherds 
and sellers of milk. Gareris; 100; blanket makers. Binds; 150; 
fishermen and ferrymen.- Telis.; 75; oil sellers. Baniy^s; 15; 
farmers and petty landholders. Sonars; 25; goldsmiths. R^isiris 
20; braziers, Thatheras; 5; sellers of brass ornaments. Dhobis; 
9 ; washermen. Banendr^s ; 80 ; dealers in rice, eta Gaurdesi 
KaMls; who were said to have numbered 100 families formerly, and 
to have manufactured spirits, before the Shaikh Rdkis came here. 
Kungr^s; 60; sellers of vegetables. Pathdns; 10; who are 
fanners, etc. Tdntfs; 15; Hindu weavers. Kurorids; 60; sellers 
of fuel, etc. Sahesids; 20; bullock gelders and cow doctors, 
liherfs ; 25 ; bracelet makers. 

The value of the rice exported from S^ifganj may be estimated 
at two and a half Idkhs of rupees,or ^^25,000; and tliat of mustard- 
seed at half a Idkhy or ;;^5ooo. The number of blankets annually 
manufactured is about 3000, valued at 600. The following is a 
list of the imports, which are valued altogether at about ;^5ooo ; — 
Wheat, barley, arhar^ pulse, kaldi, matar, and khesdrt^ fromManih^ 
in the south. Previous to the construction of the present Ganges 
and Ddrjfling road, the communication between Calcutta and 
Pumiah lay through Sdifganj ; and, it is said that at that period the 
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trade of the town was much larger than at present The river bank 
opposite Sdhibganj (which the people of Purniah call K^jrotid) is 
28 miles from S^ifganj. The rice trade is in the hands of the 
Bengali Sunris, who buy the rice and bring it in from the outlying 
villages. Their wives clean it, and it is then exported to Manihid, 
Sdhibganj, and other places on the Ganges. Mahendra 

Niriyan Rdi, who is childless, is the only representative of an old 
race, which will be extinct when he dies. He is the second son of 
Sri Nir^yan Rii, zamznddr of pargand Kadbi, He and his brother, 
Rajendra N£rdyan Rdi, inherited from their father the ancestral 
property of Kadbi, and also obtained by inheritance from their aunt, 
Rdm Indrabati, the zammddns of Katih^r, Kiim^ripur, Sripur, and 
Fathipur-Singhia. The shares of Rajendra Niriyan Rdi were sold 
by public auction in execution of a Civil Court decree for debt. 
About 30 years ago, Mahendra Ndrdyan disposed of his share in 
these divisions by private sale to a European for ;£4Soo. The 
residence of this family was formerly at Sarid, 6 miles distant, 
but Mahendra Ndrdyan, about 1838, removed to Sdifganj. He 
belongs to a high-caste Mithila Brdhman family from Tirhut, called 
Soti, The leading Muhammadans in Sdifganj belong to the Shia 
sect, and celebrate the Muharram with great display. 

Krishnaganj, the headquarters town of the Subdivision of the 
same name, is situated in pargand Sdrjipur, near the small river 
Rdmjdn, in 26° 7' 26" north latitude and 87® 58' 14" east longitude. 
It forms a half-way station on the Ganges and Ddijiling road. 
Krishnaganj was one of the places of which the population was 
enumerated at the time of the Experimental Census of 1869, with 
the following results: — Number of houses, 2231; population, males 
1910, females 1763; total, 3673; average number of inmates per 
house, I *65. In 1872 the regular Census showed a population 

more that twice as large, viz. males 4351, females 4139 ; total, 8490, 
The Subdivisional Magistrate's offices are situated four miles uorth- 
west of the town, at a place known as Bhdliydddngi, about half a 
mile from the east bank of the Mahdnandd, where there is also a 
Munsifi or civil court, a sub-registiy office, a school, and a charitable 
dispensary. The post office, coaching bungalow, and police station 
are at Krishnaganj, which forms a chauMddri imioii under Act xx. of 
1856, and is managed by a municipal committee of seventeen non- 
official native members; During the year 1B74-75, 
was realized as a.house^tax, at the rate of 8 inn&s (is.) per head of 
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the municipal population; of which £2*]^, i8s. od. was expended 
on police, £2% 14s. od. on office establishments, £(>T, los. od. on 
roads, and ;2^i, los. od. on buildings. At the close of the year there 
was a balance in hand of £iSS, 14s. od., of which ;^i42, i8s. od. 
represented accumulations from previous years. 

Raniganj is a small municipal town situated on the river KamU, 
in pargand Hdveli Purniah, in 26° 4' o" north latitude and 87° 1 5' 51" 
east longitude. It stands on the high road from Khajli ghat on the 
Kiisi to the Headquarters town, from which last it is distant thirty 
miles. For administrative purposes it lies within the Ar^riyd Sub- 
division ; and it is sixteen miles due west from Basantpur, the Sub- 
divisional headquarters. The population of the hamlets contained 
within municipal limits is 3024 males and 3120 females; but the 
total inhabitants of Rim'ganj ' itself number only 1498 souls. The 
municipality ^is a chaukiddri union established under Act xx. of 
1856. In 1874-75 its affairs were managed by a committee of three 
non-official native members. During that year the house-tax, at^the 
rate of 4d. per head of the municipal population, realized ;j^io5, 2s. 
od.; and there was at the beginning of that period a balance in hand 
from previous ye^^s of ;i^i6, los. od. The average income of the 
three preceding years had been £ 88 j i6s. od. The total expendi- 
ture in 1874-75 was £ 8 gf of which £751 od. was devoted to the 
maintenance of police, and 12s. od. to the office establish- 

ments of the union. The balance in hand on the ist April 1875 
was ;^32, I2S. od. The municipal police force consists of twelve 
men ; and in addition to these, there are stationed in the town for 
the protection of the surrounding Subdivision, i sub-inspector, i 
head constable, and ii constables, Rdniganj contains a primary 
school, attended by 50 boys, whose teacher receives a stipend of 
Rs. 5 (tos.) a month from Government, besides local fees. 

Arariya is a large village situated in pargand Sultiffipur, in 26® 
9' 15'^ north latitude and 87° 32' 56" east longitude, on the left 
bank of the Pan^r, thirty miles north of Pumiah town and four 
miles east of Basantpur. It contains 311 houses, and a population 
numbering 1498. It formerly contained a Munsifs court and a 
police station, and also gave its name to the criminal court sub- 
sequently established in the village of Turkelf, These offices, 
together with a lock-up and excise stores, have now been removed 
to Basantpur, on the right bank of the Pandr^ Aiidyd has two 
schools, a middle-class vernacular and a primary school, in whidi 
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Hindu is taught in both the Deva-Ndgarf and Hindi -Kdithf 
characters. 

Saifganj Pirwaha is a large village rsijbargand Hdveli Pumiah, 
in 26? 13' ss" north latitude and 87^ 15' 51'' east longitude, thirty- 
eight miles distant from Pumiah and sixteen from Basantpur. It 
contains 109 bouses, with 709 inhabitants, and lies within the zamin- 
ddrt of R^i Lakshmipat Sinh. It possesses a middle-class vernacular 
aided school, attended by 30 boys. 

Dholbaja is a considerable village of pargand Sultdnpur, situated 
in 26® 16' o" north latitude and 87° 19' 21" east longitude, on the 
Matiydri road, forty miles distant from Purniah and sixteen from 
Basantpur. It contains 683 houses, with 1784 inhabitants. The 
primary school is attended by about 50 boys. 

Ruins of Old Forts are met with in many parts of the District. 
The remains of three large ones in the Krishnaganj Subdivision bear 
the names Bendgarh, Barijdngarh, and Asurgarh. Portions of walls 
and foundations attest the fact that forts once existed, but their 
-history is involved in obscurity. There are ample materials for 
archaeological researches, as rocks and portions of pillars with figures 
and inscriptions are to be seen lying about the sites. The story 
locally current as to the origin of these forts is that there were five 
brothers, Benu, Barijdn, Asura, Nanha, and Kanha, who each built 
a garh or fortified residence, and named it after himself The forts 
' of Nanha and Kanha are pointed out, but are scarcely traceable. 
Dr. Buchanan Hamilton states that these brothers were generally 
represented to be Domkata Brdhmans. There are tanks inside the 
enclosures; and the most absurd stories are told, and implicitly 
believed in by the villagers, in connection with the tank at Barijdn, 
known as Ddk-pakhar. One of the least extravagant of these stories 
is, that the earth of the tank, if taken near any other tank, has the 
power of immediately drawing forth from it all the fish it contains. 
The five brothers are said to have lived in the Vikramdditya period, 
that is to say, about 57 b.c. ; and the forts, it is added, were all built 
in a night. At Thdkurganj, in the northern part of the District, 
and west of Kdlidganj, stones with inscriptions were dug up by the 
Great Trigonometrical Surveyors several years ago, when the tri- 
angulation of the District was being effected. They were said to 
mark the site of the chief residence of a Rdjd Virdt, whose territory 
lay along the east of the Kdsi, and included the countiy round 
about as far as Rangpur and Dindjpur. Of this Rdjd Virdt, it is 
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related that he gave shelter to Yudisthira and his four brothers, the 
chiefs of the Pandavas, during their twelve years^ exile, after they 
had been driven out of Hastmapur by the Kauravas, the other branch 
of the lunar race. 

Asurgarh is about four miles from DuUlganj, a little east of the 
Mahdnandd, and covers a space of irregular form, about 1200 yards 
in circumference. It rises suddenly from the surrounding plain to 
a height of 10 or 12 feet, and appears to be the earthen rampart 
of a fort ; but there is no hollow space within. It is not a natural 
elevation, however, but is formed of the debris of. many buildings, 
the lower chambers of which are still sometimes found under the 
surface* The people on the spot state that some hundred years 
ago the place was covered with trees ; and that no Hindu would 
venture to live on it, lest Asur Deo should be oifended. At length 
a holy Musalm^ came, and, killing a cow, took possession, which 
his descendants retain. They have cleared and cultivated the whole 
place, and enjoy 'considerable reputation. Hindus come occasion- 
ally and make offerings to Asur Deo. The Muhammadans, on the 
other hand, venerate the intrepid saint by whom the ruin was 
cleared; and about 1500 of the faithful assemble, after the fair of 
Nekmard, in Dinijpur, to celebrate his memory. 

Village Institutions, although they still exist in Pumiah 
District, are much less influential than was formerly the case. They 
may be classified under two main heads, the revenue-collecting and 
supervising agency, and the communal agency. The former had its 
origin in the times of the Mughul administration, and was then 
represented by two officials, the kdniingo and the paiwdn^ the insti- 
tution of both which officers is popularly ascribed to Todar Mall, 
the great financier, of the Emperor Akbar. 

Kanungos. — The kdnungds ofiftce was beginning to decline in 
importance, even before the period of English ascendancy. In 
my Account of Bhagalpur I have given a detailed description of 
this important post and its duties. Its decline in Pumiah is 
thus ‘described by the Collector, Mr. Heatly, in a Report which 
he submitted in 1790 to the Board of Revenue: — ‘In several 
pargands the kdndngdi is united to the zaminddri^ and becomes 
totally useless as a separate office. Most of the other kdndngos 
labour under some incapacity ; and even those who are competent 
to the duties seldom act, but for the most part leave the office to the 
management of their gimdshtds. Thus circumstanced, the kdnungt'n 
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does not answer the objects of its institution, namely, to check 
oppressions and frauds and innovations, for which purpose the 
kdniingos were required to keep journals of daily receipts and occur- 
rences, to record the general and detailed accounts of the fargandj 
to register the established customs and standing orders, and gene- 
rally authenticate and record all transactions and matters relative to 
the revenue.’ Mr. Heatly further pointed out that the kdndngos 
had ceased to be independent officers of Government, as they and 
their assistants held farms under the zamiiiddr^ and were consequently 
veiy liable to be influenced by him. The office of kdnd^tgo was 
substantially abolished by the Permanent Settlement 

Patwaris. — ^The patwdri was an inferior subordinate of the kdn- 
lingo. The office has been maintained up to the present time, and the 
patwdri still records facts relative to the village and its cultivation ; 
but, for want of any other superior, he has become a mere servant 
of the landlord. For many ye^rs,' the zami?iddr^\ihxa\tt^d to the 
Collector for approval the nomination roll of the patwdHs, and a 
register of the names of paiwdris so appointed from 1830 to 1849 is 
preserved in the Collectorate. This practice, which had fallen into 
disuse since 1849, was renewed in 1S73-74. 

The following figures show the number of villages in each 
pargand according to the Revenue Survey, and the number of 
pahudris registered up to 1849 and in 1873-74: — Asj^, with 279 
villages; 41 paiwdris registered from 1830 to 1849, ^tid 42 in 
1873-74. Badaur, with 682 villages; 86 patiztdris registered from 
1830 to 1849, and 37 in 1873-74. Burigangal, with fifteen 
villages; 2 paiwdris registered from 1830 to 1849, and 2 in 
1873-74. Bhaurd, with i village and no patwdri. T^jpur, with 
389 villages; paiwdris registered from 1830 to 1849, and 34 
in 1873-74. H£veli, with 603 villages; 213 paiwdris registered 
from 1830 to 1849, and 186 in 1873-74. Dilawarpur, with 77 
villages; 3 paiwdris registered from 1830 to 1849, and none 
in 1873-74. Kdnkjol, with 363 villages; 15 paiwdris regis- 
tered from 1830-1849, and 28 in 1873-74. Kum^pur, with 59 
villages, and 6 paiwdris registered in 1873-74. Katiydr, with 77 
villages; 35 paiwdris registered from 1830 to 1849, and 15 iu 
,1873-74. Kadbi, with 290 villages ; 30 paiwdris registered from 
1830 to 1849, and 42 in 1873-74. Garhi, with 40 villages; i 
patwdri registered from 1830 to 1849, and 5 in 1873-74. Gogr 4 , 
with 36 villages; i paiwdri registered from 1830-1849, and 3 in 
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1873-74. Maldawdr, with 38 villages ; 2 patwdris registered from 
1830-49, and 3 in 1873-74. Hatandd, with 203 villages, and no 
paiwdri. Dharmpur, with 992 villages ; 226 patwdris registered 
from 1830 to 1849, and 190 in 1873-74. Chak DiUwari, with 43 
villages and no patwdris, Kholr^, with 12 villages, and 3 patwdris 
registered in 1873-74. Kdsimpur, with 33 villages and no patwdns, 
Sultd,npur, with 224 villages; 51 patwdris registered from 1830 to 
1849, and 61 in 1873-74. Pawd,khdli, with 147 villages; 27 pai- 
registered from 1830 to 1849, and 28 in 1873-74. Sripur, 
with 439 villages ; 102 patwdris registered from 1830 to 1849, and 
_ 90 in 1873-74. Fathipur SinghM, with 165 villages ; 48 patwdris 
registered from 1830 to 1849, 4^ iii 1873-74. Siirjyapur, with 

891 villages; 120 patwdris registered from 1830 to 1849, and 80 
in 1873-74. Terdkhardd, with 75 villages; 8 patwdris registered 
from 1830 to 1849, and 13 . in 1873-74. Shdhpur, with 5 villages 
and 2 registered from 1830 to 1849. When it is remem- 
bered that the Census returns have shown a large increase in the 
number of villages since the Survey, it is evident that the registra- 
tion, at all times incomplete, was particularly so in 1873-74. 

Each patwdri has charge of a 7 nahdl^ consisting of a village or a 
group of villages, locally called a tdiuk. The office is not hereditary. 
The proper duty of a patwdri is to keep the accounts or hisdh of the 
village or villages to which he is appointed. To this work is now 
generally added that of collecting the rents. This is properly the 
function of the srimdn^ who formerly made the collection ; but when 
the patwdn became a subordinate of the landholder, both duties 
were, from motives of economy, entrusted to one servant He has 
to enter in an account-book, called siali^ all sums received and 
disbursed on account of the mcthdl^ to sign receipts for rents, to 
prepare the hastobdd (gross receipts), jamd wasil bdki (receipts and 
balances), and other annual accounts, and to submit whatever 
returns are called for by the Collector. He is also emiDowered to 
give acquittances, farakh or farkhat, to tenants when their whole 
rent is paid. The siah is the day-book of the village. It shows 
all sums received and disbursed, whether customary or incidental. 
On being appointed, the paiwdri pays a nazardnd to the zaminddr, 
the amount of which varies according to the extent of the tract 
under him, and the payment of which gives him a right to claim 
pdipa, or one pice per rupee (ijV cent, of the total rent), which 
the tenantry pay him on their receiving the farakh There are 
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two kinds of patwdris in this District; one is called colleciori hahdli 
pafwdri — that is, a laiwdrt appointed with the approval of the 
Collector. The other^ is called anjdmkar patwdri^ who is appointed 
by the zaminddr temporarily. He gets no sanad of permanent 
appointment, and is not entitled to the pdiya^ nor does he pay 
any nazardnd. "The status of a patwdri of the former class is, 
of course, the higher of the two, A paiwdri sometimes appoints 
a ndiby who does the work on his behalf. The practice with 
regard to remuneration from the landlord varies in different par- 
gands. In some, he is paid at the rate of one d^tnd in the rupee, 
or 6^ per cent on the collections of every year ; in others, 4J per 
cent on the total rental, out pf which he has to .pay Rs. i. 8 
a month, or Rs. 18= i6s. od. a year, to the village mandal 
or gordit Again, in some pargands he receives a fixed monthly 
wage, varying from Rs. 2 or 4s., to Rs. 12 or ;;^i, 4s. od; and in 
others, where he is in charge of a ' small village, a yearly salary, 
called sdlidna^ of six or seven rupees (12 s. or 14s.). The pdiya 
which the patwdri gets from the tenants is in addition to the 
remuneration he receives from the landlord. When the post of a 
paiwdri becomes vacant by death, resignation, or other cause, the 
zaminddr appoints his successor and fixes the salary to be paid, 
which may be either at the rate customary in the pargand or village, 
or at a new rate agreed upon with the candidate for the office. 
Even when a village is sublet in patni or on lease, the zandnddr 
reserves to himself the right of appointing and removing the pat- 
wdrij who is, however, paid by the pathiddr or the mustdjiry as the 
case may be. It has been suggested that the paiwdris might be 
required to keep registers of births, deaths, and marriages in their 
jurisdictions, and to subniit monthly returns to the Collector. And 
this seems a work which they would be well able^to perform. 

The Sriman is collector of the rents of a village or small group 
of villages, and has generally to collect an amount varying from ;^4o 
to ;£‘ioo a year. The srimdn is appointed by the landlord or his 
manager, and is paid a monthly salary varying from Rs. 4 to Rs. 8 = 
8s. to i6s., and sometimes by a percentage on the collections. If the 
functions of srimdn patwdri are united in one person, the salary 
is higher than when they are separated. In pargand Sultfepur the 
term mukaddam is used instead of srimdn. The title ta/isilddr is 
applied to an officer who has the management of an entire pargand., 
or a very large area. A taJisilddr^ therefore, has many subordin^e 
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srimdns^ who remit the collections to him. The salary of a tahsilddr 
varies from Jli 3 ^ month. Stimans have to furnish security, 
unless exempted for some special reason from doing so. 

The Mandal or village head-man of Eastern Bengal is in Purniah 
a zaminddH underling. His duties are to assist the srimdn or 
patwdri in the collection of the rents, and in the settlement of 
boundary disputes. He is always a resident of the village to which 
he is appointed, and receives monthly wages, varying from Rs. 2 to 
Rs. 4 =5 4s. to 8s. On the death of a mandaly if his som is of fit age 
he is generally selected to succeed to the post \ and in some fargands 
the office of mandal is distinctly hereditary in a certain family, In 
Dharmpur there are no such village officials. Mandals are usually 
selected from the Dh^nuk, Go^ld, Kurmi, and Koeri castes, or they 
may be Muhammadans. When a patwdri or srimdn has a small 
jurisdiction or tahsil^ the office of mandal is sometimes dispensed with, 
the patwdri in such a case being assisted by the taindth or gordit 

Tainath and Gorait. — ^The tamdth is a messenger attached to . 
the patwdri or sAmdn, His duties are to summon the tenants before 
these officials to pay rent, or account for the non-payment He is paid 
a monthly salary of Rs. 2 to Rs. 4, or 4s. to 8s. People of all castes, 
even Brdhmans, serve as taindths. In every village there is also a 
gordit^ or kind of village watchman, on behalf of the landholder, who 
is remunerated either by a grant of chdkrdn or jdgir land, varying in 
extent from 2 to 30 bighds^ or by a monthly salary of from 8 dnnds 
(is.) to 2 Rs. (4s.). The office of gordit is generally hereditary. 
Like the mandal, he is a resident of the village in which he serves. 
The Hdrl and Dos£dh castes supply the greater number of gordits. 
When not employed on their special duties as guards or watchmen 
in the managing office, they attend the srimdns oxpatwdris with their 
papers and accounts from place to place, and summon the tenantry. 
The position, of the taindth is higher than that of the gordit. The 
term pdik is used for both these officials in pargands Badatir, T^jpur, 
Hatand^, Kdnkjol, and Kadb£ 

The Communal Agency is but poorly represented by the jetk 
ray at and the chaukiddr. The former is, throughout the greater part 
of the District, the village head-man, Hi^ office is j)ractically elective, 
although not formally so. The title is in many cases passed on from 
father to son; but if the position is not maintained, it is but an empty 
name, and new rising men become the recognised leaders of the 
community. The jdh rayafs reward is his influence and the rank 
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assigned to him in village feasts. He also receives, on such festive 
occasions as births, marriages, and harvest homes, little compli- 
mentary presents. The chauUddr is to be found in every village, 
and is generally of the H^ri or Dos^dh caste. He is paid by the 
villagers, his salary varying from R. i (2s.) to Rs. 3 (6s.) a month. 
His duties are too well known to need any description. At the 
present time, cliauJdddrs are appointed by the District Superintendent 
of police, on 'the nomination of the villagers. 

The Paramanik is the head-man amongst the lower classes, not 
only of Hindus but of Musalra^s, in the east of Purniah District 
He decides questions affecting caste and other social matters, and 
receives in return presents of grain, clothes, and pccasionally money. 
Amongst some of the lowest castes, such as Kochs, Pdliy^s, Dorns, 
and Hdrfs, he performs many of the religious rites of the people, 
and in a manner takes the place of the purohit or village priest. 
His influence is relatively greater than that of any other kind of 
head-man. 

EIazis are still met with in Krislinaganj and Arariyd, and also 
in parts of the Headquarters Subdivision. They attend at mar- 
riages among the respectable classes of Muhammadans. Among 
the lower classes, any one who can read or recite a passage from 
the Kuran is called a mulld; he celebrates marriages and is 
remunerated by fees. 

Dress. — ^The hot-weather dress of the better class of Hindus, 
when in their houses, consists only of a dhdti^ a piece of flne muslin 
about twelve feet long by three feet wide, worn round the loins and 
falling to the knee, with one end passed between the legs and 
fastened in at the waist behind. When they go out, a chapkan^ or 
long, close-fitting cotton robe, reaching to the knee, buttoned on 
the right shoulder, and a pagrt^ or round, flat head-dress, are worn 
in addition to the dMti; also a pair of shoes or slippers, the Mu^rddn 
or wooden sandals being reserved for home use. A light, wavy, 
fine muslin cloth, or cJiddar^ is also thrown over the shoulders. In 
the cold weather, a mirzdi^ or waistcoat with long sleeves, is worn 
under the chapkan; and over all there is a wrap called a Mldposh, 
made either of coloured cloth or satin, padded with cotton. Stor- 
ings are very seldom used. The turban or pagri of a Biihman 
differs from that worn by the other castes of Hindus in having a 
peak in front, and when made of folded doth the last fold is carried 
to the left of the head. Rich landed proprietors generally have 
VOI*. XV. s 
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adopted, for use in public, the dress of Musalm^ns of the higher 
classels, 'wtdinnglaijdmas and chogds. Hindu females of the, higher 
class wear a sdriy or piece of muslin fifteen to eighteen feet long, 
which is wound round the waist and allowed to fal^ below the ankle 
on one leg, while a portion of the other leg is exposed, the upper 
end being passed round the shoulders and over the head like a veil. 
Brihman women tie the knot or konch of the in .front, while the 
K^yasths and other Siidras fasten it on the left side. All respectable 
Hindu ladies, except Brdhmans, occasionally wear the ghugrd, a kind 
of petticoat made of satin or silk, and reaching to the ankles; over 
which a dopatd, or embroidered silk scarf seven to nine feet in 
l^gth, covers the upper part of the body. Women of advanced 
age wd widows do not wear the ghugrd: Sinddr (minium) or ver- 
milion if much used by Hindu women on the forehead and the 
crown of the head, but widows and unmarried girls are not permitted 
to apply it The following are the gold and silver ornaments used 
amongst women of the better class : — Bdli^ a small earring, and 
jMmka^ a pendant earring; M/i, poinchi^ kdngan, cMri, hisicelets 
and armlets of different kinds ; a necklace, called dtdmdla; panch- 
lahrl, or a. fivefold chain hanging over the breast; kdntmdia, a 
close-fitting necklet; and kards or anklets. Besides these, rings 
axe also worn on the fingers. Widows are prohibited the use of 
ornaments of any kind. 

The ordinary dress of a well-to-do shopkeeper is also a dhMi 
In public, or oh any special occasion, a substantial chddar is worn 
over the shoulders; some wear a mirzdi under the chddar^ and a 
piece of coarse muslin tied round the head for a turban. Shoes are 
rarely worn, the kliarddn taking their place. In the cold weather, 
a or heavy cotton sheet, is worn above the dAM dwcing iiit 
day, and at night a razdt, or quilt of country cloth. The females 
wear sdris similar to those used by the upper classes, but not so fine, 
and less ample. The ornaments most used by middle-class women 
^^•,—Hdmlis, worn round the neck; cMHs and bdzdbands^ for 
the arms. Young women are permitted to use coloured sdris 
on festive occasions and at marriage ceremonies. The semi-Hin- 
duized aboriginal tribes, such as Chapw^s, Pdliy^, Kochs, and 
Gonrhfs, who form the lowest order amongst the Hindus, dress veiy 
scantily. A piece of cloth called langdti, worn something after the 
fashion of a dhdii, but much shorter and narrower, is hardly sufficient 
for decency. The dhMy if possessed by any, is laid by to be worn 
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oil holidays. During winter .they wrap themselves in a coarse kind 
of country blanket The women wear country-made sdris^ which 
they never change for new till they are worn out and fall to pieces. 
In the whole of the Krishnaganj Subdivision, part of Ar^iyi, and 
the BaWmpur police circle of the Headquarters Subdivision, the 
women wear a dress called a hlki, kanpa^ or ienga^ consisting of a 
piece of cloth measuring from seven to nine feet in length and four 
feet wide. It is passed under the arms, and the comers are tied 
above the bosom. It is closed in front by being lapped over and 
fastened in under the left arm. The only ornaments used by those 
who can afford any are chiMs or wristlets, made of kdnsd or bell- 
metal, and hdlis or earrings of silver. 

Muhammadans of the highest class j^aijdma^ or drawers, and 
a chapkan and cap when at home. The faijdmas are generally 
made of long-cloth, and the chapkan of fine muslin. Caps are made 
of various patterns. Fdnchpalld or golt'opis are of velvet, made 
after the Calcutta fashion, and generally with gold lace on the sides ; 
or they are white, and of Delili make, with needlework embroidery. 
Kishtinamd or dopalld caps were formerly in vogue, but at present 
they are only used by old men. The chapkans of the Muhamma- 
dans differ from those of the Hindus, being fastened on the left 
shoulder. Formerly, were the ordinary out-of-door dress of 

both respectable Hindus and Muhammadans; but they are used now 
only by old people who do not care to follow the new fashions, and 
at the time of marriage. On special occasions, satiii paijdntas^ silk 
or cUndpat chapkans^ kinhhdh kabds, with loose sleeves, and shawls 
and kinkhdb cliogds are worn. The chogd is a loose coat falling to 
the knee, and closed only at the neck. When respectable Musal- 
mdns visit Europeans, they generally wear pagrt$ called amdmahs. 
Old Muhammadan gentlemen wear aMs of broadidoth, and not of 
kinkhdb, as young men do. The abdsdoce flowing over^joats fastened 
by a single button on the breast. They often also wear pird/is^ 
a loose shirt-like garment, above the paijdmas instead of a chapkan. 
Both young and old wear stockings of European make. Formerly 
they used to wear or coarse foot-socks. During the cold 
weather, both young and old wrap a shawl or bdidposh over the 
chapkan or pirdn, the latter being preferred by the old. They 
wear Dehli-made ndgara or shoes, sandals being very seldom used' by 
men of position. ^Vhen visiting Europeans, they generally wear 
English shoes with buckles. Young men, however, are still verv 
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partial to ndgara shoes made in Bences after the Dehji fashion, but 
it is not considered good manners to wear them inside a house. At 
night they wear Idn^s or tahhands^ and take off their paijdmas. 
Muhammadan ladies wear sdris^ generally in the same way as the 
Brahman women do. Under these they wear a kdrtd^ or jacket 
reaching to the waist with long sleeves. Formerly they mtdiMrtds 
with short sleeves. In Purniah, ladies do not wear the dngryd or 
bodice. Kdrtds are loose, and have one button at the throat. The 
dngiyd is tight, and is laced behind. 

^ A lady of rank on special occasions wears a gown, peswdj\ which 
reaches from the neck to the feet, and has sleeves. It is made of 
fine muslin, bordered with gold or silver lace. A veil of one breadth 
of cloth, six cubits long by three wide, or ekpaitd, made of fine 
muslin, edged with gold or silver lace j a pair of long drawers, sur- 
war, which are tied at the waist like those of men, but are exceed- 
ingly narrow at the ankle; and slippers with long-pointed toes, 
covered with gold and silver embroidery, complete the costume. 

Middle-class Musalmdn men and women dress in the same kind 
of clothes as the aboye, but made of less valuable materials. Men 
of the lower classes, such as labourers, wear dhMs and langutis like 
low-class Hindus, and the women bdkts; the only difference with 
the latter being that , the cMris or wristlets worn by Musalmdn 
women are usually made of lac mixed with clay. 

The Dwellings of the people may be divided into five distinct 
kinds, each tenanted by a certain class of the population. 

The lowest class, the barihars or day-labourers, build their hquses 
with a bamboo framework, w^alled in with mats made of reeds, 
and thatched with dlu grass. Such houses consist of a single room, 
measuring from lofeet to 12 feet in length, and from 6 feet to 8 feet 
wide, having a pent roof called a do-chhaprd or lokdi. The ends of 
the house are perpendicular, the walls running up to the apex of the 
roof, which does not incline in these directions. They have no 
windows, and the only means of entrance is a doorway closed by 
a loose mat formed of grass, secured with strips of bamboo. The 
walls are plastered on the inside with clay. A house of this descrip- 
tion costs in all from Bs. 3 to Bs. 4, or 6s. to 8s. 

The houses built by the grihdsts, or small farmers, are a little better 
and more commodious, than the foregoing. They are from 15 to 18 
feet long, and from 9 to 10 feet broad, the uprights of the roof being 
made of sdl (Shorea robusta). They are known as banglds, which 
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differ somewhat from the do-chhaprd in shape, the ridge of the roof 
being slightly curved instead of straight. The walls are constructed 
of slips of bamboo, binding together thatching grass plastered over 
with clay. The house is usually surrounded by a yard confined by 
walls formed of the same materials. The female members of the 
family reside in this area, to which strangers are denied admission. 
Outside its limits is constructed a second hut, or do-chhaprdj the 
walls of which are unplastered. It is called z^godli or cow-shed. 
Here the men pass much of their leisure time, and at night the cattle 
are kept in it, and the boys of the family sleep there. Close by the 
godli another building is made, which is known as the bdita-khdnd, 
and here visitors are received. It consists merely of a roof supported 
either by sdl or bamboo posts, the sides being left entirely open, and 
there being no walls or doors. 

Farmers of the better class, called mdlguzdrs^ have several houses 
of the do-chhaprd or bangld kind, within an enclosure, entirely set 
aside for their wives or female relatives. The house occupied by 
the male members of the family is called a chaudri, and is a square- 
built cottage. The roof is formed of chhapars of a triangular shape, 
the base of each resting on a side wall, and the upper angles 
being joined together at the top. In this kind of house there is 
a takhiaposh or wooden platform, covered over either with mats 
or blankets ; and a few khatids or bedsteads, rough frameworks 
supporting a coarse netting. Other huts and do-chhaprds are built 
as out-offices, and for the accommodation of cattle. The dhdwa 
is another kind of cottage, inhabited by the better class of tenantry. 
It is formed of clay spread on bamboo mats, supported on x^-wood 
uprights. It is chiefly intended for the protection of property in 
case of fire, and is used as a storehouse. . 

Mustdjirs aud patniddrsy and other small landholders, build 
chaudris for the accommodation of their females. The fence 
surrounding the family enclosure is usually made of bamboo matting 
plastered over with clay, but the few who can afford to do so 
build brick walls. A short distance from this zand^id-khdndy or 
women’s-house, another chandrt of larger dimensions, with from four 
to five doors, is erected. Its clay-plastered walls are often white- 
washed with lime. Here the master of the house has his office, 
and spends most of his time. The takhtaposh, in houses of this 
description, is covered with a satranji or carpet, over which a white 
or ligured cotton sheet is often spread. A few chairs are also kepi 
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in It, but seldom come into requisition except for the reception of a 
Europeati. Outhouses of the same kind, or do-chhaprdsy but on a 
smaller scale, are built as storehouses, and for the use of servants and 
cattle. Wooden doors are not, as a rule, found in chaudris. The cost 
of these buildings varies according to their size, and the materials of 
which they are constructed. If sdl beams and posts are used, and 
the walls ' are made of bamboo matting and clay, the cost ranges 
between ';^! 5 and ;^2S 3 .but if the walls are of brick and mud, the 
expense is as high as £$o or £60. 

Larger landed proprietors or zaminddrsy who are not numerous 
in the District of Pumiah, live in masonry houses called dedrisy 
built in a style common in the East, but on a small scale. The 
zandndy a square-built, flat-roofed house, is enclosed within high 
brick walls. In front of it, another large oblong building is con- 
structed, in which are the business apartments. The floor is covered 
with a farashy a kind of figured floor-cloth, and on a portion of this 
is spread a satranfiy or carpet, covered with- a white sheet A 
number of large pillows and bolsters are placed on this sheet for the 
convenience of visitors, who recline on them, the proprierors occupy- 
ing a cushion called a kalin. It has become the fashion to flt up 
the best room of the house in the English style, with sofas, arm-chairs, 
min'ors, and pictures. This room is reserved for the reception of 
European gentlemen. 

Food of the People. — Hindus of the highest class ordinarily eat 
pdris and ihdjisy rice and pulses. Fdrts are made of flour mixed 
with water, forming unleavened bread, which is kneaded into very thin 
cakes and fried in ghi or clarified butter. Bhdfis are vegetable 
dishes formed of potatoes, hdlgtmsy and greens of sorts, similarly 
fried. Wheaten flour and kaldi pulse, mixed together and prepared 
like piMsy are called kdcharis. Pigeons and the flesh of young goats 
are also eaten; but milk, curds, and sweetmeats of various kinds are 
considered the most dainty food. Middle-class Hindus eat pulses 
and rice with vegetable curry. On special occasions they make pdHsy 
as the higher classes do. They eat flsh when cheap. Fish is not 
so much eaten, however, by the Hindus of this District as by those 
of Lower Bengal. Low-class Hindus generally eat rice and ddly 
and greens, called pati'id or Idfa, * On festive occasions they use 
dahiy cMrdy a preparation of rice, and burnt molasses or gdr. 

The usual diet of the higher class of Muhammadans in Pumiah 
is. rice and curry made of fowls, highly seasoned with spices* 
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They generally breakfast at about 10 or ii a*M-, and dine at about 
8 or 9 p.M. A few of them take a light meal in the morning, 
which they call ndsktd. Curds is a favourite article, of food both 
with the poor and the rich. They mix it with rice and add a small 
quantity of salt Curry is made of meat which has been well 
washed with water, and then placed for a time in curds. To cook 
one pound of meat they place four ounces of ghi in a sauce-pan, 
and when the ghi is melted^ spices are added. After a time, the 
meat with the curds is put in, together with a few sliced onions. 
The whole is then allowed to simmer on the hearth for a short time, 
after which the curry is ready for use. The diet of middle-class 
Musalmdns is very similar to that of Hindus of the same position, 
A favourite vegetable dish amongst them, called iarsi^ is pre- 
pared from greens flavoured with dmchur^ or unripe mangoes 
dried in the sun. Young buffaloes, called pdnras in this District, 
are in much demand for food- Both Hindus and Musalmins of 
the lowest class make a kind of tea, by adding boiling water to the 
dried leaves of the fatuA plant. They drink it chiefly in the cold 
weather, and flavour it with salt or burnt sugar. 

Amusements. — ^The most general amusement amongst the people 
of Purniah is derived from cards, packs of which are cheap and 
plentiful in every hazAn The four favourite games are ddk 
a game much I&e whist ; hibi dharddhart^ a kind of Old Bachelor, 
except that the interest of the game centres in the queen instead 
of the knave; nakshumdf, or pips, a purely gambling game; 
and rangmdr] the native substitute for bezique, which is played by 
men and women of the better classes. In ddk brdj, which is played 
by three persons, the pack of 52 is first reduced in number by one, 
so that 17 cards maybe dealt to each player. The pack is then 
cut, the lowest card of the cut being the rang{- colour) or trump, a 
manner of deciding the trump less open to manipulation than that in 
use amongst Europeans. The play begins with, the person on the 
right of the dealer. The ace is the best card, and the winner of the 
greatest number of tricks does not thereby win the game, but only 
obtains the ddk or call. The cards are taken up, shuffled, and 
again dealt out. If, in the first round, — let us suppose, — A has 
won 10 tricks or 30. cards, B 4 tricks or 12 cards, and C 3 
tricks or 9 cards, the ddk is thus effected. After the second deal 
A takes up his 17 cards and demands 5 cards from B ; that is, tbe 
difference between 17 and 12, B’s previous winnings. These 5 A 
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compares with his own hand, and of the 22 cards then in his hand 
returns B the five worst. He then acts in the same way towards C, 
demanding from him 8 cards. A in this way enters on the second 
round with a very strong hand. If, in the first, or any subsequent 
round, any one of the players fail to score a trick, he goes out of the 
game, and his stake, if there is one, is played for by the other two. 
Whoever scores all the tricks in any round wins the game. I>dk hrdj 
is a great favourite with native gentlemen, and they may be found 
playing it at all hours of the day. The natives of the District 
usually bet more or less on it, but the numerous Bengalis who 
have settled here do not. 

Bihi dharddhari does not require so much skill as the last game, 
and is generally played by a much lower class of people. The word 
is a compound, meaning, ^ catch the queen.’ It is played by four 
persons placed as at whist, partners being opposite each other, but 
being allowed to communicate by signs or even by whispers. The 
arrangement of the players shows that this was not the original 
intention of the game. The cards are dealt as in whist, 13 to each 
player, the rang or trump having been determined as in ddk brdj. 
The object of the game is to secure the queen of trumps, w^hich 
can only be forced by a person holding the king or the ace. Skill is 
shown in this game, in which suit must be followed, by the player 
who holds the queen leading other trump cards, in such a way that 
his opponents, must play the king and ace, if they have them, before 
he himself is compelled to produce his queen. 

Nakshumdr is a very simple game. The four knaves are taken 
out of the pack, and then the cards are thoroughly shuffied and 
placed in the centre of a circle of players. Each player takes one 
from the top and counts the pips. In this the king counts as 
twelve, the queen as eleven, and the ace .as one. Whoever in two 
draws gets 17 pips, or the nearest number below that number, wins 
the stake, unless some of those who have drawn minor numbers 
wish to try their chance in a third or fourth draw. This game is 
almost entirely used for gambling purposes, and is much played 
during holidays, such as the Hdli festival in March. 

In rangmdry which is played by two persons, usually a man and 
woman, the complete pack is used. When the cards are shuffled, 
they are placed between the players, who each take two cards at 
first, after the usual cutting and determining of the trump. A card 
is then played by one person, which the other tries to take with one 
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of the two in his hand* After this, the first trick, each person again 
takes one card from the pack. When this has been exhausted, the 
winnings of each party constitute the source from which his draw- 
ings are made. In this way the game goes on till one or other wins 
the whole pack, and ^beggars his neighbour.’ 

The denominations of the cards are — the ekd^ or ace ; the sdhib^ 
or master, the king ; the Ubi^ or. mistress, the queen ; the ghuldm^ 
or slave, the knave ; the dheld^ or ten ; the nahld^ or nine 3 the 
atthd^ or eight 3 the saitd^ or seven 3 the chhaM^ or six 3 the panjd^ 
or five 3 the chmkd^ or four 3 the teri^ or three 3 and the or 
two. 

Satranj^ or chess, and pdsd^ or draughts, are less played than in the 
southern and eastern Districts, and usually by immigrant Bengalis. 

The games of boys are not numerous, and are very simple. 
Kapdit^ or hdiudMd^ is very like the English game of prisoners’ base. 
Two bodies of boys of equal number stand in two courts, separated 
by a well-marked line, A boy of one party runs into the other 
court, crying dddd, dudd, and tries to. touch with his hand any one 
of the other party. As long as one breath lasts, he is not attacked, 
and all fly from him. The instant he ceases to cry dddti — and he is 
allowed only one breath — the whole party turn on him and try to 
catch him before he can reach the boundary-line and get into his 
own court. Any one whom he may succeed in touching, and he 
himself if he be caught, are reckoned as dead, and excluded from 
the game. Gdltddnda consists in defending with a stick a single 
wicket or piece of earth, at which a second boy throws a short piece 
of wood about three inches long. Cowherds are fond of a game 
played with katiris, something like taw. Each, player puts down 
two to four kauris^ all in a row. Then each in turn tries to hit 
them with a large kauH., called dntd. Whoever hits any of the 
small kauris in the row wins the whole. The manner of projecting 
the dntd is peculiar. It is placed on the top of the left index finger, 
which is well drawn back between the index finger and thumb of 
the right hand, and then let go like a miniature catapult. 

Agriculture, — Bice Cultivation in Pumiah District is a 
matter of great agricultural importance. The quantity of this grain 
produced, although less than in purely Bengal Districts, is consider- 
ably larger than in the more western parts of Behar. There are 
three distinct kinds of rice, — ^the boro or spring rice, the hhadai or 
autunm rice, and the agkafd or winter rice. The two latter are 
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divided into well-marked classes, coarse and fine, under which 
there are numerous subdivisions and varieties. 

(1) Boro rice is grown on rather low lands, such as the shelving 
banks of rivers and marshes. As the floods retire in the end of 
October, but whilst a few inches of water still remain, the land is 
ploughedj and as the inundated area grows smaller during the whole 
of November, more land is similarly added. After ploughing, the 
land is allowed to remain ten or fifteen days, until the water entirely 
recedes. The seed is then sown broadcast on the strip of land first 
prepared, having been steeped in water for four or five days previous 
to sowing, in order p make it sprout, and afterwards put in a 
warm place and covered with grass. In two months — that is, by about 
the beginning of January, it grows to thf height of a span or a span 
and a half, and is then transplanted into the land prepared later than 
the seedling bed. In May, or within four months after transplant- 
ing, the rice is ready to be reaped, so that the whole period, from 
ploughing and sowing to reaping, is about eight months. An indus- 
trious man with a pair of oxen can cultivate ten standard /!figAds or 

acres. The seed required is'sf mans or 2^ cwts., at the rate of 
15 sm of 72 stkka weight per The average yield is 6 mans 

of unhusked rice per or cwts. per acre. 

(2) Bhadai rice is generally sown on high ground. The field is 

ploughed ten or twelve times after the first showers of spring, and 
the seed is sown broadcast in April or May. As soon as the young 
plants are six inches high, the land is harrowed for the purpose of 
thinning the crop and clearing it of weeds. The crop is harvested in 
August or September, as it ripens. The Collejctor returns the thirty- 
two principal varieties of hhadal rice, as follow : — Coarse rice grow- 
ing in a high, dry soil, — (i) aghani, in a high or medium moist soil, 
{2) jab, (3) dhalMrd, (4) ghtnold, (5) gardbari, ( 6 ) lakhi, (7) kachdi, 
(8) bherwd, (9.) arrd, (10) fhulmdn, (ii) fdkhar, {12)' bards, (13) 
bhathid, (14) Wh (^ 5 ) (16) megh’Sdmar, jij) dndi, (18) 

rangpdl, (19) sdrdds, (20) ganharid. Fine rice growing in a high or 
medium moist soil, — (2 1). batkdsdol, (22) kanahd-duldhd, (23) askarmd, 
{24)jdbni, (25) dmdghor, (26) mudi, (27) Uramphul, (28) kaikd, (29) 
soednsi, (30) ghdsar, (31) sajni, {^ 2 )Jasud, Batkdsdol is the finest of 
these varieties. Bherwd emits a pleasant odour, and kanahd-duldhd is 
remarkable for its red grain tipped at either end with black. Bhadai 
rice is usually followed by a winter crop of pulse, oil-seeds, wheat, 
or fine transplanted winter rice, particularly in the case of aghani. 
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Some late varieties admit of pulse being sown amongst them when 
nearly ripe. Land yielding hhadai rice also often produces a crop 
of cMnd in the spring, before the rice is sown. 

(3) Aghani, or winter rice, is usually cultivated on low land, 
although many species are grown on comparatively elevated soils. 
Paring the early months of the spring, every opportunity is taken to 
prepare land which does not bear a second crop, by repeated plOugh- 
ings. In May, when there is usually a good shower of rain, a nyrseiy- 
ground, called Mrdr^ is ploughed four times, and the seed scattared 
thickly over it. When the seedlings, make their appearance, another 
field is prepared for transplanting. By this time the rainy season 
has set in, and the field is dammed up by means of low ridges, so as 
to retain the water. It is then repeatedly ploughed until the water 
penetrates the soil, and the whole is reduced to a thick mud. The 
ydung rice is then taken from the nursery and transplanted in rows 
about nine inches apart, the plants of successive rows being made to 
alternate. Much aghani rice is also sown broadcast, but this is a 
less productive, though cheaper, method of cultivation. If there are 
early showers sufficient in April and May to enable the nursery beds 
to be thoroughly prepared, nearly all the sowings of the year are 
subsequently transplanted- But if, as often happens, there is no 
rain until the regular rains begin to set in, in the middle of June, the 
area of broadcast rice is greatly increased, and beds of seedlings are 
found only near rivers, tanks, and other sources of irrigation. Rice 
which is sown broadcast is called iathakdny and this manner of sow- 
ing is (to distinguish it from rojfd or transplanting) styled bdogL 
The harvest takes place in November and the beginning of De- 
cember, except in years in which the rains extend far into October, 
when the ripening of the grain is proportionately delayed The 
Collector returns the following seventy varieties of aghani: — Coarse 
rice sown in May and June, transplanted in June, July, and August, 
reaped in October, November, and December, and requiring 
eighteen inches to two feet of water to bring it to perfection : — (i) 
Amdghaur^ (2) perwdpankhi^ (3) samdndauri^ (4) dndi^ (5) kaniud^ 
(6) pansird, (7) hdlam^ (8) renghdlohdgy (9) bachi^ (10) dudrdj\ (ii) 
rdmsdr^ (12) kanidl^ (r3) pdkhar^ (14) safhidharmd, (15) haranpdnjdr^ 
(16) sipdlj {1*1) jagamathidj (18) gehurndn, (19) rasdr^ (20) hdndrdy 
(21) parjdth^ (22) baharud^ (23) sdlkumdr. Coarse rice sown in 
April and May, transplanted in May and June, reaped in December, 
requiring from three to six feet of water in the field in which it is 
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grown: — {2^) Arrd^ (25) bajdr^ (26) utd, {2*]) dman, {2S) pic/iar, 
(29) kajargor, (30) hargd, {ii)janird, (32) simrd, (33) harogar, (34) 
Hbor^ (35) darasj (36) akdlbir. Fine rice sown in May, June, and 
July, transplanted from ist July to isth. September, and harvested 
in the end of October and November: — (37) BiratipMl^ (38) mdl- 
bhog, {39) samjtrd, (40) madhud^ (41) bdsmathi, (42) katkd^ (43) 
rahand^ (44) rdmni^ (45) chegaul^ (46) ghdsar^ (47) manhidy (48) 
bhdlsariy (4^) gokAalsdr, (50) mansard^ (51) khoAdy (52) sdrj'yamdkhiy 
(53) lohdbiy (54) sdgdpankhly (55) kanakzivy (56) aisnty (57) kdnud, 
(58) girudy (59) harparshddy (60) kirthpaly (61) rdmduldri^ (62) das^ 
(63) rdjmagh, (64) stidsdr^ (63) nadaliy (66) phiuUdy {6^)jasud, (68) 
kaudfiy (69) mirchgoly (70) baharnu Little water is necessary for 
h.ie aghani rice. Even if no water stands in the field no serious 
harm is likely to follow, if the general rainfall is sufficient. At the 
utmost, a foot of water is advantageous j more may kill the plant. 
Kherdhd is a coarse aghani, sown in April and May, reaped in 
December, and never transplanted. It grows on high land in about 
a span of water. 

Rice Harvest. — Rice is reaped by cutting off the ears {sisu), 
with about a foot and a half of the stalk attached. It is then tied 
up in sheaves or bundles (bojh), and carried to the threshing-floor 
(khdmdr), which is prepared by merely cutting off the surface turf 
with a spade, and sometimes, though vety seldom, smoothing the 
earth with the palm of the hand, after having first sprinkled it with 
fine black earth {chiknd-mati) mixed with water, A pole or 
bamboo is now driven into the ground in the centre of the cleared 
area, round which the sheaves are placed, and a number of cattle 
are then brought up, tied neck to neck to the pole. These are 
driven roupd and round, and effectually tread out the grain, separ- 
ating it from the stalk and the ear. The stalk left, called nerud 
or podl, and after the grain has been threshed out, daofd, is care- 
fully stacked for the use of cattle when pasturage is scarce, or 
when the inclemency of the weather during the rains will not 
permit them to leave cover. The grain is now collected in a heap 
on the threshing ground, and the process of separating it from 
any stray straws, and cleansing it of dust and chaff (an operation 
called osdnS), is next proceeded with. This is effected by lifting a 
quantity in a basket, and gradually letting it fall to the earth wMe 
a moderate wind is blowing. The grain falls on .the ground, while 
all imperfect grain and intermixtures, being lighter, ‘are blown away 
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to a distance. Thus purified, the rice is fit to be stored Store- 
houses are called bakhart or munahar^ according as they happen to 
be round or square. They are merely thatched houses, raised 
from the ground on blocks of wood or piers of masonry supporting 
cross beams or bamboos, on which the flooring, also of bamboo, 
rests. The inside of these repositories is covered with a coating of 
fine clay, as otherwise the rice would be liable to suffer from damp. 
The grain is taken out as occasion may require. In most places 
the same labourers both reap and thrash the grain. The cost of 
harvesting is thus estimated : — Every reaper is expected to cut in 
a day two bundles and six mutis of rice. Each bundle consists of 
twenty mutis or handfuls, the muii being a conventional measure, 
considerably exceeding what can be held in the closed hand. Of 
the forty-six mutis received from the reaper, the farmer keeps forty- 
two and gives his labourer four. The four mutis contain about 
2\ sers, or 5 lbs., of rough rice. The rate for threshing, when 
performed by men, is one ser out of eight sers thrashed. A 
good deal of fraud is believed to be practised by labourers in both 
operations. 

Rice Husking.— Paddy or imhusked rice is shelled and converted 
into rice, or chdul, in two ways. In the ushnd method, the grain is 
first boiled in water until the shells of the paddy split. It is then 
taken off the fire, permitted to cool, and pounded in a mortar or 
ukhliy if a small quantity is being prepared, or in a dhenki^ if the 
quantity is large. The husk is then separated from the grain, and 
the rice is fit for use. The drwd method is considered to yield 
sweeter rice than the other, as the rice is merely pounded without 
being boiled, and, after being cleaned from the husked chaff, is fit 
tor use. The cost of cleaning rice, which is done mostly by women, 
varies according to the method followed. The owner gives 70 sers, or 
140 lbs., of rice in the husk, and receives back 40 sers, or 80 lbs., of 
clean grain, when the operation is performed without previous boiling. 
Under the ushnd system, the women get 65 sers of rough rice, and 
return 40 sers of clean. It takes two women two days to produce 
40 sers of clean rice, according to either method , and they are 
remunerated, in the case of ushnd, with 4I sers of clean rice and a 
half ser of broken rice, or khud chdul; in the case of alwd, with 5 
sers of clean rice and i J sers of broken rice. Each woman, there- 
fore, earns sers of ushnd^ or sers of alwd rice, daily. 

Preparations made from Rice, — Kkdi is obtained from un- 
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husked rice by roasting it in a pan of heated sand, which bursts the 
grain and makes the rice swell out It is, also called Mttrki 

is made by mixing the khdi with homing jdgri, or brown sugar, and 
then drying it in the open air for an hour, nr two. In making 
the unhusked rice is steeped in water tor twelve hours, and is then 
taken out and boiled These operations are then repeated, after 
which the rice is dried in the sun and is ready for husking. The 
cleaned rice is next fried in an earthen pan, and when half cooked, 
is taken out and thrown into hot sand and well stirred writh a stick 
for a short time. The sand is then strained off through a sieye, and 
the muriis fit for use, Churd is made by boiling unhusked rice and 
then frying it for a few minutes in a pan ; it is then taken out and 
put in a dhenki or mortar, and pounded till it is quite fiat The best 
kind of churd is made of half-ripe rice. Chdulhhdjd^ as the name 
implies, is merely rice parched in an earthen pan with a little salt. 
It is a cheap article of food, and is eaten extensively by the poorer 
classes. 

Green Crops. — ^The following are the principal green crops : — 
Gram, chand or hM (Cicerarietinum), sown in October and gathered 
in April ; grown on high clayey soil. Peas, matar (Pisum sativum), 
sown in October and reaped in April j requiring a high clayey soil,' 
and yielding an out-turn of 12 mans (nearly gi cwt) per aCre. 
Madras gram, hdlihi (Dolichos biflorus), sown in October and cut 
in December; grown on high sandy land, and yielding on an aver- 
age 15 mans (ii cwt.) per acre. Kaldi^ or kidney bean (Phaseolus 
radiatus) ; the seasons of sowing and reaping are the same as for the 
preceding, and the crop requires the same kind of soil. Arhar 
(Cajanus Indicus), spwii in April and reaped in January; planted 
on high sandy land, and yielding on an average 4J mans {2hovLt sj; 
cwt.) per acre. a pulse, sown in May and reaped in January ; 

grown on a high sandy soil. KJiesdri (Lathyrus sativus), sown on 
low clayey soil in November and reaped in May; giving an out-turn 
of about 9 mans (about 6| cwt) per acre. Kdld-mdg (Phaseolus 
Max), sown on high clayey land in February and reaped in June ; 
giving an average out-turn of 4^^ mans (3^ cWt) per acre. MasdH 
(Cicer lens), sown in November and cut in April ; requiring a high 
clayey soil, and yielding an average out-turn of 6 mans (about 4;^ cwt) 
per acre. .Linseed, iisl (Linum usitatissimum), sown and cut at the 
same seasons as the preceding. Mustard, rdi (Sinapis ramosa), sown 
in November and cut in February; grown on low sandy ground. 
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Rape, sarishd (Sinapis dichotoma), sown and reaped in the same 
seasons as the above on high and sandy ground, and yielding about 
4^ mans (si cwt.) per acre. Castor, reri (Ricinus communis), sown on 
high sandy soil in October and reaped in April. 5 / 7 -seed (Sesamum 
Orientale), sown in May and reaped in December. Bora, a pulse, 
sown in May and reaped in January. Both the two last are grown 
on high sandy soil. 

Vegetables. — Pumpkin, kadu (Cucurbita lagenaria), sown, in 
June, reaped from September to April, and cultivated on a high 
sandy and clay-mixed soil. Red pumpkin, kadima or knmrd 
(Cucurbita pepo), cultivated in the same seasons as the preceding. 
JhmgU and ghira (a species of Luffa acutangula), sown in June and 
reaped in October. Rdmturdi or dharas (Hibiscus longifolius), 
cultivated at the same seasons as the preceding. Cucumber, khira 
(Cucumis sativus), sown in March and gathered in May, requiring a 
high sandy soil ; the yield is about 3000 cucumbers per acre. Suthni 
(Dioscorea fasciculata), requiring a high sandy soil ; sown in October 
and gathered in January ; yielding about 6 mans (or about 4J cwt.) 
per acre. Potato, ahp (Solanum tuberosum), cultivated in the same 
way as the preceding, but having average yield of 12 mans (nearly 
9 cwt.) per acre. Sweet potato, sakarkand (Convolvulus batatas), 
also cultivated like suthni, and yielding on an average 6 7na7is {nhont 
4j- cwt.) per acre. Carrot, gdjar (Daucus carota), cultivated in the 
same manner as suthni, and yielding on an average 1 2 mans (nearly 
’9 cwt) per acre. Radish, muU (Raphanus sativus), sown in October 
and gathered in November; grows on a high and sandy soil, and 
yields on an average x^ mMs (ii cwt) per acre. Kachu (Arum 
colocasia), sown in May and cut in February ; cultivated on a high 
and sandy ground, and yielding about 18 mans (nearly 13 J cwt) per 
acre. Brinjal, bdigitn (Solanum melongena), sown in September and 
gathered from October to December ; cultivated on a high sandy 
ground mixed with clay, and yielding on an average 9 mans (6J cwt) 
per acre. Broad bean, sim (Dolichos gladiatus), sown in Febmaiy 
and gathered in July and August; yielding about 12 ma7is (nearly 9 
cwt.) per acre, and requiring the same soil as the preceding. Falwal 
(Trichosanthes dioica), .sown iji October, gathered from March to 
May, and requiring either a sandy or high clayey soil Turmeric, 
haldi (Curcuma longa), sown in May and reaped in February; aver- 
age yield, 4J mans (3 J cwt*) per acre. Ginger, adrakh (Zingiber 
officinale), cultivated in the same way as the preceding. Chillies, 
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mircha (Capsiciim frutescens), sown in February and October, and 
reaped in January and May ; requiring a sandy or high clayey 
soil, and yielding about 4^ cwt.) per acre. Onion, fidz 

(Allium ascalonicu'm), sown in February and reaped in May ; culti- 
vated on the same .soil the preceding ; average yield per acre, 
30 mans- {22r' cwt] ^ Garlic, rasun (Allium sativum), sown in 
October and reaped ‘in February, requiring a high clayey or sandy 
soil, and giving an out-turn of 9 '^mans (about 6^ cwt) per acre. 
Ajwain (Ptychotis ajowan), sown in February and reaped in May. 
Aniseed, sonf (Pimpinella anisum), sown in October and reaped 
in February ; yielding mans (rather more than i cwt) per acre. 
Coriander, dhaniyd (Coriandrum sativum), sown in February and 
reaped in May, yielding ab'out 3 mans (nearly 2J cwt) per acre. 
The three last named require a high clayey or sandy soil. 

The species of green vegetables are : — Sajna^ (Hyperanthera 
moringa); the leaves, flowers, and tender seed-vessels are eaten 
in curries. Kanta notiya sdg (Amarantus spinosus) ; notiya sdg 
(Amarantus oleraceus) ; heloncha sdg. 

Tobacco Cultivation. — ^I'he chief localities in which tobacco is 
cultivated in Purniah District are the high sandy ridges which are 
frequent between the old bed of the Kdsf and the Pandr, and between 
the Kankdi and Mahdnandd, including the eastern portion of the 
Arariyd and the western portion of the Krishnaganj Subdivisions. 
The best tobacco is grown in the villages of Daurid, Malharid, 
Kaldbalud, Jaldlgarh, Damar, Kdthdili^ and Bisampur, mpargands 
Hdveli, Sultdnpur, Srfpur, and Asjd, which lie along the high 
strip of country extending from the 4 owq, of Purniah northward 
and somewhat westward to Matiydri and Nawdbganj. The soil 
farther to the east, which is richer and moister, is not so. well 
adapted for the production of tobacco. The Collector is unable Jo 
give an accurate return of the number of acres under this crop ; but 
he believes that it is not less than 15,000, of which 5000 are 
included in the Subdivisional jurisdiction of Ardriyd, The average 
return of a well-cultivated acre is about ten mans (about cwt.) 
of the dry leaf; but as nnuch as twenty mans (more than 14^ cwt) 
are occasionally derived from the best sorts of land. 

The cultivation of tobacco commences in the month of August, 
or early in September, with the sowing of the seed in well-raised 
and carefully -prepared seed-beds. The seedling plants appear 
above the ground in from fifteen to twenty days, after which they 
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are allowed to go on growing till five or six leaves are formed, 
when they are ready for transplanting. During this period, the 
plant is very delicate, and is easily killed by heavy rain or strong 
winds. To protect it, the cultivator usually has mats and straw 
ready to place over the plant on the appearance of unfavour- 
able weather. As soon as the seed has been sown, the cultivator 
commences to prepare the regular tobacco field by repeated plough- 
ings, harrowings, and weedings. Manure also, and ashes, are 
liberally applied, wherever they are obtainable. About the ist of 
October these preparations are complete, and the transplanting 
begins, an operation which is carried out with much neatness and 
care. The field is first marked out into squares, with sides of about 
eighteen inches or two feet. This is effected by tracking out the 
ground with a piece of cord along its length and breadth. The 
.points of intersection of these lines are carefully marked, and a 
seedling is put down at each. The seedling is simply pulled up 
from its bed, but the injury to the root, if any such occur, rarely 
results in any material harm to the plant High lands are sown 
first, the sowing of low damp lands, which yield inferior tobacco, 
being frequently delayed till the end of September. After trans- 
plantation, the land must be kept free of weeds, and the soil loose, by 
means of a small rake or hand hoe. During this period, manure is 
occasionally applied a second time to the stems of the plants. In 
the poorer kinds of soil, where the seedlings are sometimes three feet 
apart, the surface soil is stirred by means of a large rake drawn by 
cattle ; but this is rarely found necessary. As soon as the plant has 
formed six to ten large leaves, it is necessary to nip off the top of 
the central shoot, and thus prevent the formation of other leaves ; 
and the whole strength of the plant is concentrated in the few leaves 
thus left. Towards the end of January, or the beginning of February, 
the plants coihe to maturity, and the leaves which turn yellow are 
cut off by means of a hooked pruning-knife. As they are cut they 
are allowed to drop to the ground. The leaves are subsequently 
collected at the cultivators house, and tied into bundles of five 
or six with fine strips of bamboo. They are hung in rows on 
horizontal drying-poles, where they are left till the leaf becomes 
brown and brittle. They are then no longer exposed to the sxm 
till the breaking of the choitd-harsdt or early spring rains, when 
the d^pness of the air so affects the leaves that they can be 
packed in larger bundles without breaking. It is probable that 
VOL. XV. T 
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this exposure to damp before packing seriously injures the quality 
of the tobacco afterwards. The bundles are usually wrapped 
in straw, and are thus brought to market, or are bought up by 
travelling agents of the larger merchants. The cost of cultivation 
per acre, according to the Subdivisional officer of Krishnaganj, is 
39 (;^3, i8s. od.). The items of this expenditure are as follow: 
— Tillage, Rs. 12 j transplanting, Rs. 6j manure, Rs. 3; cost of 
seed, i| An^ds ; irrigation, Rs. 3 ; weeding, Rs. 3 ; trimming, Rs. 9 ; 
and curing, Rs. 3, This estimate, although it seems to have been 
accepted by the Collector, appears excessive in regard to ploughing 
and trimming charges, whilst my local inquiries have satisfied me 
that irrigation is rarely, if ever, employed. In 1873 the price per 
man was Rs. 2. 8. o, a rate which, if the above estimate were true, 
could not remunerate the cultivator, whilst it is a fact that tobacco 
cultivation in Pumiah increased during that year. Previously, the 
price had been Rs. 5 in the local markets, and Rs. 7 {14s.) 

or Rs. 8 (i6s.) in Calcutta. During the past few years the Calcutta 
price has been Rs. 9 to Rs. 12 (i8s, to 4s. od.) per thongi^ 
or bundle of a little more than three mails of eighty pounds each. 
The traffic returns registered on the Ganges at Sdhibganj showed 
that 15,000 mans of tobacco from Pumiah passed that station 
in 1872; but the Collector is of opinion that not less than 20,000 
mans are carried by that route. Probably as much more comes 
from the neighbourhood of Krishnaganj, and, passing down the 
Mahdnandd, escapes registration at Sdhibganj. The Collector also 
thinks that an equally large quantity is brought down the Kfisi 
to the railway stations in Bhdgalpur District for despatch to Cal- 
cutta, or finds its way up-country by boat The result of the above 
estimates is, that the total tobacco export of Pumiah may amount 
to 60,000 manSy or 2143 tons. 

As early as the year 1789, the Collector reported that the quantity 
of tobacco annually produced in Pumiah District was, according to 
the most probable conjecture, not less than 50,000 marts ^ of which 
30,000 were exported to Murshiddbad and , Calcutta. The subject 
of tobacco cultivation seems to have received considerable attention 
at that time, as in the following year experiments were made with 
foreign seed received from Calcutta. 

Fibres are cultivated to a considerable extent in Pumiah District, 
and jute constitutes one of the most important exports. The follow- 
ing information regarding this staple is derived from a report by 
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the Collector, drawn up in 1873. In the years i872-'73, about 15,000 
acres were cultivated with jute. Up to that period the cultivation 
had steadily increased, but in consequence of the dull state of the 
markets, it fell off in 1873, Previous to 1867 there was scarcely 
any jute cultivation in the District, but in that year it received an 
impetus from the great demand for gunny-bags. The tracts in 
which it is mostly grown lie along the Tardi in the. Krishnaganj and 
Ar^iyd Subdivisions, including pargands Sultdnpur, Terakhardd, 
Sripur, Powakhdli, and Fathipur Singhil The land is there high 
and the soil rich. The fields generally selected border the high 
banks of rivers and khdls. Jute is also produced to some extent on 
the high sandy plains which stretch from north-west to south-east 
right across the District, through Amilr-Kdsbd, a little north of 
Pumiah town. The land is prepared for the crop by repeated 
ploughing, harrowing, and weeding in March and April, little or no 
manure being used. The seed is sown broadcast in May after the 
first heavy 'shower of rain, after which the crop does not require 
much attention. Care, however, must be taken to prevent water 
from lodging in the field,, as it rots the stem near the root, and 
destroys the plant The crop is cut about October, before the cold 
season sets in. When the young plants have come up to the height 
of three or five inches, the. . land is sometimes weeded and harrowed 
by means of the implement called the ndngUd. As soon as the 
plants are sufficiently grown and are about to blossom, they are cut 
off at about two inches from the root. They are then formed into 
small bundles and put into water, clods being attached to keep 
them submerged. They are left in the water (which should^ot 
he a running stream, but clear, stagnant, and free from sand) 
for a fortnight. They are then taken out and beaten with a heavy 
stick, to break and disintegrate the cellular tissue in which the fibres 
are set, after which the latter readily separate from the crushed and 
decaying stem. 

The cost of the cultivation of a local bighd^ which is equal to 
22,500 square feet, is Rs. 3. 12 or 7s. 6d., the following being the 
items of expenditure: — ^Rent, is.; ploughing, 2s. 3d.; weeding, 
9d. ; cutting, bundling, and soaking, is. 3d.; washing, cleaning, 
and drying the stalks, 2s. 3d, The out-turn is estimated at about 
6 mans per bighd; and taking an acre to be equal tc 2 I local OgMs^ 
this would give about 10^ hundredweights an acre. The Collector 
has no reason for thinking that the quality bf the jute is deteriorating 
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in consequence of the present system of cultivation ; but he is of 
opinion that the mode of soaking and preparing the fibre is the 
cause of any inferiority in the quality of the article which may have 
been observed of late years. Instead of soaking the jute plants in 
good clean water, all the villagers go to the same dirty village tanks, 
or to small pools left in the fields after the floods of the rains have re- 
ceded. The water of these pools soon becomes putrid, and necessarily 
injures the colour and texture of the fibre. The cultivators say that 
jute does not exhaust but rather improves land, and that a fine crop 
of mustard is oftener got from a field on which jute has grown, than 
from one from which other crops have been taken. Mr. Forbes, a 
large European landholder of Ar^riy^, states that the cultivation of 
jute has had a most beneficial effect, both on the people and the 
soil. It is in many respects like indigo. It can be grown with 
advantage upon land on which late rice would fail, and which, after 
the crop has been reaped, can be sown with mustard, and, in some 
cases, with early rice. The native idea is, that being cut green 
before it is allowed to form its seed, it does not exhaust the soil as 
much as a crop which is allowed to come to full maturity. The 
cultivation has not had the effect of decreasing the amount of cereals 
or other crops, but has been the cause of more land being brought 
under cultivation. Mr. Forbes states that in Sult^npur pargand^ in 
consequence -of the large increase in the quantity of land brought 
under this crop, the cowherds of the Go 4 M caste have much diffi- 
culty in finding in British territory sufficienc pasturage for theii 
cattle; but in this the Collector thinks he must be mistaken. 
Manure is but little used, as, if land be allowed to lie fallow for a 
year, and be then sown with jute, and afterwards with mustard oi' 
rice, no manure is needed. Jute is exported to the large markets 
near Calcutta, or is sent up-country to Mxrz^pur, generally by water, 
although when trade is brisk the railway is preferred. The cost of 
carriage to Calcutta is about Rs. 20 per ioo mans^ot ^£2 per 70 
hundredweights. The quantity of jute, either raw or in the form 
of gunny-bags, exported annually from Pumiah District, is , esti- 
mated at 200,000 mans. According to the returns of the Ganges- 
borne trade passing Sihibganj, 1842 mans of raw jute, and 41,087 
mans of gunny-bags, passed by that route fi'om places in Purniah 
during the year 1872.. Besides this, there must be taken into con- 
sideration the cargoes which escaped registration by coming down 
the Kiisl and going up the Ganges ; and also those which, coming 
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from Krishnaganj down the Mahdnand^, and entering the Ganges 
below Sihibganj, were not subject to registration ; besides what was 
sent by rail. 

Jute does not pass through many hands in Pumiah. It is re- 
ceived direct fram- the cultivators, under advances by the goladdrs^ 
or agents for the Bhadreswar, Calcutta, or Mirz^pur merchants, and 
is by them shipped to its destination. In th^ northern part of the 
District, two-thirds of the rayais cultivate jute more or less, and .in 
the south perhaps one-fourth. The cultivation is not confined to any 
particular class, nor are the cultivators here, as in the eastern Dis- 
tricts, chiefly Musalmdns. Jute is in Pumiah known as patud^ and 
is subdivided into species called (i) hathid^ (2) hhaddyd^ (3) munidsi^ 
and (4) hhaunachah The first and third are the Corchorus capsu- 
laris, and the other two Corchorus olitorius. The hathidis a coarser 
kind than the munidsi^ and is grown later in the season. The 
principal markets in the District in which jute is largely sold, and 
which are attended by the daldls or brokers of the wholesale mer- 
chants, are : — Kdsbd, Ekambd, and Pumiah city, in pargand Hdveli ; 
Bhawdnipur, Dumar, and Lakshmipur, in pargand Dharmpur^ 
PaMsbanf, in pargand Srfpur; DuMlganj, in pargand Surjyapur; 
Sdifganj, in pargand Katiyir; Barsof, in pargand Badaur; Balia, 
Nawdbganj, Katakosh, and Ahmaddb^d, in pargand K^kjol; 
Hafidganj, in pargand Kumaripur; Chakdi Balu^ Aririy^, Dunria, 
Jhagua Balud, Amgdchf, XJkhwd, SuMigarh, and Gamimatfyirf, 
in pargand Sultdnpur ; Sikti and Bardahd, in Fathipur Singhi^. ; 
Kdrsak^t£, Son^pur, Naw^bganj, and Mfrganj, in pargand Tera- 
/ khardi; Rinfganj and Maskarf, in pargand H^veli; Panjip^^, 
Baligori, Khishnaganj, Elilidnganj, Kharkart, Panbord, Gdnjorid, 
Dfwdnganj, and S^hibganj, in pargand Surjyapur; Hfipdah^ in 
Pow^khalf j Bahddurganj, Sontha, and Kuti, in pargand Srfpur 
, Area and Out-turn of CROPS,”According to the Statfstical 
return forwarded by the Collector to the Board of Revenue in 
1870-71, the total cultivated area of Pumiah District was estimated 
at 2,315,910 acres;' the uncultivated area capable of cultivation at 
285,440 acres, and the uncultivable waste at 571,029 acres. As 
regards the distribution of cultivation under the principal crops, 
the same return shows the following figures; — Rice, 1,736,932 
acres ; wheat, 46,318 ; other food-grains, 46,318 ; oil-seeds, 254,750 ; 
indigo, 25,159 ; fibres, 69,477 ; tobacco, 69,477 ; vegetables, 69,477. 

On the 30th April 1876, the present Collector, Mr. Kemble, 
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supplied me with detailed information on this subject, which he 
had worked out very fully from the Survey records, supplemented 
by his own extensive acquaintance with the District dunng a period 
of over four years. About 1871, a previous Collector, Mr. Worgan, 
had made a detailed examination of these Survey papers, and in 
communication with the Surveyor-General had reconciled many 
discrepancies. His observations, however, extended only to a com- 
parison of the cultivated, cultivable, and waste areas, whilst Mr. 
Kemble has -added returns of the area under each separate crop. 
The latter officer believes the figures he has obtained to be 
nearer the truth than anything previously prepared ; and they are 
probably as accurate as any such estimates can be which are not 
founded on a cadastral survey, or on detailed and carefully 
checked returns by the landholders. The information collected by 
Mr. Worgan and Mr. Kemble was given largand by pargand^ and 
is reproduced bdow with some necessary changes of arrangement 
and a little condensation. 

Asja. — ^This is a very scattered pargand^ but almost entirely 
confined to the Headquarters Subdivision. According to the cal- 
culations made by Mr. Worgan, there were 61,285 acres cultivated, 
and 12,089 uncultivated, the remaining 8481 acres, not being 
accounted for. This gives a proportion of 83 per cent of culti- 
vable land to 17 of waste. In the Revenue Survey, 16 villages, 
out of 262 then existing, were accurately measured by kkasrd^ or 
field to field plotting. They covered 9891 local bighds^ of which 
7614 w6re cultivated; 2277 were uncultivated, of which 1124 wtie 
cultivable. The proportion of cultivated to uncultivated land was, 
therefore, 77-0 to 23 V* Since the time of the Survey, the Collector 
thinks that cultivation in this pargand has increased, and he would 
put down the cultivated area at the present day at about 63,000 
acres, and the waste and uncultivated area at 10,000 acres. Of the 
cultivated area, fully 43>ooo‘ acres are under winter rice ; of the 
rest, 4000 acres yield oil-seeds, and an equal area pulses; 2000 
acres wheat and barley; 2000 acres jute; 1000 acres tobacco ; and 
about 4000 acres hhadai rice. This latter crop is generally grown 
on the same land which is afterwards aown with mustard and other 
oil-seed crops. There are 2000 acres cotered with indigo. 

Badaur. — ^The total area of this pargandy which comprises 
two Subdivisions, Parmanandpur and Malhaur, is 189,351 acres, 
according to tlie pargand map; but according to the tdMasht 
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or village area plans, it is 183,218 acres. According to the cal- 
culation made by Mr. Worgan, there were 138,733 acres cultivated, 
and 44,4^5 uncultivated. The remaining 6133 acres are not 
accounted for. This gives a proportion of 757 of cultivable to 24'3 
of waste land. In the Revenue Survey, 95 villages out of 588 were 
accurately measured. They covered an area of 92,195 local Mghdsy 
of which 71,295 were cultivated ; 20,899 were uncultivated, of which 
6303 were cultivable.- The proportion of cultivated to uncultivated 
land was, therefore, 77*4 to 22*6. Badaur lies in the east of the 
District, bordering on Dindjpur, It is a great rice - producing 
country, and its products find their way down country by Riiganj, 
Barsol, and other marts on the Mahinand^. Cultivation has- in- 
creased, and Mr, Kemble now calculates that about 150,000 acres 
are under cultivation, and 33,218 waste. About 100,000 acres 
produce winter rice, about 25,000 hhadai rice and oil-seeds, about 
15,000 garden produce and pulses, 5000 jute, 2500 wheat, and 2500 
tobacco. 

Bhaura. — ^The area of this pargand is only 26 acres, most of 
which yield cold-weather rice; but there are about 5 acres of 
tobacco, and a little mustard is also grown. 

Burigangal. — The area of this pargand at the time of the 
Survey was 6552 acres. Mr, Worgan’s estimate shows 1990 acres 
as under cultivation, and 4561 uncultivated, leaving one acre to be 
accounted for ; this gives a proportion of 28*8 of cultivated to 
7 1 '2 of waste land. In the Revenue Survey, 2 villages out of 16 
were accurately measured. They occupied an area of 4537 local 
bighds^ of. which 4110 were cultivated, and 1427 uncultivated; of 
these last, 1033 were cultivable. The proportion of cultivated to 
Uncultivated land was, therefore, 74*2 to 25*8. 

Chak Dilawari. — ^The total area of this pargand is 24,553 acres, 
but the records do not show how much of this area was waste and 
how much cultivated when the Survey was made. It is now in a 
backward state, about 9500 acres being waste, and about 15,000 
cultivated. The crops are mainly those harvested in the spring,^ — 
7000 acres yielding wheat and pulses, 3000 acres indigo, 2000 
mustard and oil-seeds, and 3000 hhadat rice as a first crop. 

Dilawarpur. — ^The total area of this pargand is 14)233 acres * 
as recorded in. the pargand map, and 18,100 according to the 
village plans; At the time of the Survey, it contained 14,240 acres 
of cultivated, and 3860 of waste kndL The excess of 3867 acres is 
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not explained by either Collector, although it pomts to some source 
of error of considerable magnitude. The proportion of cultivated 
to waste land was, therefore, 787 to 21*3. Since the Survey, culti- 
vation is said to have diminished, and Mr. Kemble estimates the 
present cultivated area at about to, 000 acres. Wheat and pulses 
occupy 4000 acres, hhadai rice about 2000 acres, winter rice about 
2000 acres, mustard about 500 acres, potatoes and garden produce 
about 500 acres. 

Dharmpur. — ^The area of this fargand was 690,143 acres at the 
time of the Survey, but the pargand maps give no information 
as‘ regards the proportion of cultivated and waste lands for the 
total area. In 71 out of 445 villages, however, a field survey 
was made, from which it appears that out of the 162,529 local 
digAds contained within their limits, 106,223 were cultivated; and 
56,305 were uncultivated, of which 33,485 were cultivable. The 
proportipn of cultivated to uncultivated land was, therefore, 65*4 to 
34*6. Mr. Kemble states, that from subsequent local surveys, he is 
of opinion that about 20 per cent, of this area is uticultivable waste, 
and about 20 per cent more fit for cultivation but not cultivated. 
There are at present about 440,000 acres under cultivation, — 75,000 
yielding pulses, 100,000 winter rice, 100,000 bJiadai rice, 80,000 oil- 
seeds, 55,000 wheat, and 30,000 indigo. 

Fathipur Singhia. — The total area of this pargand is 149,703 
acres, out of which, at the time of the Survey, 102,950 acres 
were cultivated, 21,851 were fit for cultivation, and 22,965 were 
unreclaimable waste. Mr. Kemble does not think that of late 
years much of the cultivable waste land has been brought under 
the plough. The main crop is winter rice, which covers probably 
75,000 acres. There is a little jute, covering perhaps 10,000 acres. 
Bhadai rice and oil-seeds are grown on about 15,000 acres, and 
tobacco on about 3000 acres. According to the information col- 
lected preparatory to the hatwdrd^ or division of pargand, as part 
of the Srinagar property, the total area was 147,766 acres, of which 
102,950 acres were cultivated; 44,816 were uncultivated, of which 
22,965 were cultivable. The proportion of cultivated to uncultivated 
land was, therefore, 81*5 to 18*5. 

Gagra.^ — The area of this pargand is 5467 acres. According 
to the calculations made by Mr. Worgan, there were 3484 acres 
cultivated, and 1275 uncultivated; the remaining 709 acres are 
not accounted for. This gives a proportion of 73*2 of cultivated, 
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and 26*8 of waste land. In the Revenue Survey, i village out 
of 4 was measured. It consisted of 4498 local btghds, of which 
3174 were cultivated; 1324 were uncultivated, of which 524 were 
cultivable. The proportion of cultivated to uncultivated land was, 
therefore, 70*6 to 29*4. Only one village, Jddupur, now belongs 
to Pumiah, all the rest having been transferred to Maldah. The 
area of this village is 60 acres. Twenty acres of this are waste. 
Bhadat rice is grown on about 40 acres, oij part of which a cold- 
weather crop of oil-seeds is also raised. 

Garhi. — The total area of this pargaad is 28,804 acres. There 
are no records whatever to show the proportion of cultivated land 
to waste ; but Mr. Kemble considers that it is somewhat similar to 
Kdnkjol, and would therefore estimate about 16,500 acres as culti- 
vated, and 12,300 acres as waste. The principal crops are pulses 
and other spring crops; about 6000 acres yield pulses, 2000 acres 
wheat, 4000 acres oil-seeds and mustard; 2500 acres are cultivated 
in indigo and the best bhadat rice. There is scarcely any winter 
rice. 

Garari. — This is properly a part of Dharmpur, but as it does 
not belong to the Darbhangah estate, it has been surveyed sepa- 
rately, and is considered a 6hsX\nct jfargaiid. It covered, at the time 
of the Survey, 66,491 acres, of which 26,281 were cultivated; 
7907 were cultivable/waste, and 32,303 were uncultivable waste. 
This gives a proportion of 39*4 of cultivated land to 60 *6 of 
uncultivated or waste. Cultivation has fallen oif, owing to the 
ravages of the Kdsi. At present, only about 25,000 acres are 
cultivated, of which about 10,000 are under winter rice, and about 
5000 under bhadai rice; 4000 are under mustard and other oil- 
seeds ; 1000 under tobacco ; 4000 under pulses, wheat, etc. ; and 
1000 under indigo. 

Hatanda. — ^The total area of ^\%pargand is 55,541 acres. Mr. 
Worgan’s calculations show that there were 37,042 acres under 
cultivation, and 14,769 acres uncultivated, leaving a balance of 
3730 acres to be accounted for, of which 400 local, bigkds are 
stated to be of doubtful standard. The proportion, therefore, 
is 71*5 of cultivable land io 28*5 of waste. Only five villajges 
now belong to Pumiah, all the remainder having been trans- 
ferred to Maldah. These five villages are (i) Ab^dpur Milik, 
comprising 32 acres, of which 10 acres are waste or fallow, 20 
acres produce pulses {mttsdri and khesdrf) and mustard, and 2 
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acres are covered by gardens or houses. (2). Barii, comprising 
322 acres, of which about 150 are waste or swamp land 3 and the 
rest are principally cultivated in spring crops, such as wheat and 
oil-seeds and pulses. (3) Gangori Milik, comprising 41 acres, 
pf which about ts are waste and the rest under winter rice. (4) 
Islim Milik, 118 acres in extent, of which 40 acres are waste, 
the, rest being partly under rice and partly under pulses, grain, 
etc. (5) Sukhpur^, covering 525 acres, of -which about 200 
acres are waste. The rest yield a crop of rice, but pulses and 
wheat are more generally cultivated. The total area of this 
pargand within Pumiah District is now 1038 acres, of which 410 
are waste, 

Haveli Purniah. — ^The total area of this pargand is 481,119 
acres. From the Suivey papers, and from the papers of the hatwdrd 
or partition, concluded about the same time, the cultivated area 
was found to be 301,444 acres; waste, 56,753; and land fit for 
cultivation but uncultivated, 122,922. The proportion of cultivated 
to uncultivated land was, therefore, 627 to 37-3. This pargand 
runs diagonally across the District, from the north-west to the 
south-east. Of late years, cultivation has not much, increased, 
except in some villages where the high lands near houses have been 
planted with tobacco. Of the 320,000 acres which Mr. Kemble 
now estimates to be under cultivation, he considers 160,000 to 
yield winter rice, 55,000 jute, 25,000 tobacco, 10,000 wheat, and 
45,000 autumn rice and oil-seeds. There is also a considerable 
indigo cultivation, covering about 25,000 acres. 

Kapba. — The total area of this pargand^ which includes the two 
subdivisions of Shaikhrond and BeMwand, is 87,848 acres by the 
pargand hiap. According to Mr. Worgan’s calculations founded 
on the tdkbasht maps, there were 88,188 acres, an excess of 340 
acres. Of this latter total, there were 71,645 acres cultivated, 
and t6,543 uncultivated, which gives a proportion of 81*3 of culti- 
vated land to i 8*7 of waste. In the khasrd survey, 48 out of 218 
vill^es were measured. They consisted of 62,259 local dighds, of 
which 48,706 were cultivated, and 13,553 uncultivated; of the 
latter, 5286 were fit for cultivation. The proportion, therefore, of 
cultivated to uncultivated land was as 78*2 to 21-8. Cultivation, 
the Collector states, has increased, and at the present time there are 
quite 75,000 acres under crops. About 25,000 acres yield winter 
rice ; 20,000 autumn rice ; 10,000 jute ; 2000 vegetables and other 
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garden products; 3000 indigo; 7500 mustard and oil-s^eds; and 
7500 pulses. 

Kankjol. — ^The following figures are derived from inquiries 
carried but in 1847, anticipation of the partition of ^i^fargand 
amongst the co-sharers of the original proprietary family. Total 
area, 174,324 acres, of which 103,518 acres were under cultivation, 
and 75,184 acres uncultivated, showing a balance of 4018 acres 
in excess of the area recorded in the jjargand map^ of which 545 
; local highds were said to be of doubtful standard. The proper- 

j tion, therefore, would be 57*8 of cultivated to 42*2 of unculti- 

, vated land. In the kJiasrd survey, 12 villages out of 300 were 

; measured, consisting of 25,709 local biglids^ of which 16,740 were 

cultivated; 8969 were uncultivated, of which 3069 were fit for 
cultivation. The proportion of cultivated to uncultivated land was, 
therefore, 65*2 to 34’8. At the present time, only 162,146 acres lie 
in Purniah, the rest, comprisedLin 14 villages, having been transferred 
to Maldah in 1873. Out of the Purniah area, at the time of the 
Survey, about 95,000 acres were cultivated, aiid 67,000 acres waste. 
The floods of the Ganges and the smaller rivers running down 
towards the Mahdnandd have retarded cultivation, which has fallen 
off of late years. There are probably now not more than 90,000 
acres cultivated. The principal crops aiX‘ oil-seeds and rahi food- 
grains, such as wheat. Mr. Kemble estimates that 30,000 acres are 
\ under pulses; 10,000 under mustard; 20,000 under bhadat rice; 

10,000 under indigo; 15,000 under wheat and barley; and the 
' remainder, 5000, under winter rice, 

J Kasimpur. — ^'I he statistical returns of the Board of Revenue 

^ show the area of this jbargand to be 5378 acres. According 

: to Mr. Worgan's Report, the area was 5275 acres, of which 2096 

acres were cultivated, and 3179 uncultivated. T\\t J>a 7 gand map 
I shows a still further reduction of 368 acres, making the area 4907 

i acres in all. The proportion obtained from Mr. Worgan's calcula- 

' tions v/ould be 39*7 of cultivated land to 60*3 of waste.' At the 

present time, this pargand^ like those of Hatandd and Gogri, pro- 
perly belongs to Maldah District. Only nine villages, — Adsherpur, 
Achintapur, Bikipur, Gobindpur, Isldmpur jbty J^arpur, Kanjipur, 

' Kankfpur chak, Mohanb^, and Parbatpur, — covering a total area of 

I 1356 acres, are now attached to Purniah. Out of these 1356 acres, 

I about 540 are waste and fallow, the whole niauzd or village area of 

I Gobindpur being quite uncultivated. The remaining 816 acres are 
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principally under pulses, wheat, and other spring crops. Bhadai 
rice, however, to the extent of about 200 acres, is also grown. 

Katiyar, — T he total area of this pargand is 66,464 acres, 
according to the Board of Revenue. Since the time of the 
Survey there has been little change. There are perhaps 35,000 I 

acres cultivated, of which 5000 are under indigo, 4000 under oil- 
seeds and mustard, and 6000 under pulses j 8000 acres yield bhadai 
rice, and about 5000 winter rice \ 3000 are under jute, and 4000 
under wheat and vegetables. From certain batwdrd or partition 
papers of 1845, appears that there were then only 62,81 1 acres, 3653 
less than shown in the Board of Revenue’s Pargand Statistics. 

Of the total area, 33,534 acres were cultivated, and 29,277 unculti- 
vated, thus giving a proportion of 53*4 of cultivated land to 46*6 of 
waste. 

Kholra. — ^T he area of this pargand is 55 10 acres according to the : 

maps, but Mr. Worgan shows a total area of 5402 acres, of which 3787 ; 

were cultivated, and 1615 uncultivated. The proportion of cultivated | 

to uncultivated or waste land is 70-1 to 29*9. At the time of the I 

Revenue Survey, 3 out of 12 villages were measured. They con- j 

sisted of 3854 local bighds^ of which 2061 were cultivated, and 1793 j 

uncultivated; of these latter, 1091 were fit for cultivation. The 1 

proportion of cultivated to uncultivated land was, therefore, 53-5 
to 46*5. At present, this pargand contains about 5000 acres of 
cultivation, principally winter rice, which occupies 3500 acres. 

There are also 750 acres of mustard and bhadai rice, and about 300 

acres of jute. The remaining 450 acres yield pulses and vegetables. j 

Kumaripur, — A ccording to the batwdrd or partition inquiries of j 

1845, the total area of this pargaitd was shown to be 42,375 acres, I 

of which 27,098 were cultivated, and 15,277 waste; of the latter, | 

13,244 acres were cultivable. The proportion of cultivated to un- | 

cultivated land was, therefore, 64 to‘ 36. This also represents the j 

present state of the pargand. There are about 9000 acres of winter I 

rice, and 6000 acres of bhadai^ 3000 acres of mustard and other oil- I 

seeds, 4000 acres of wheat and pulses, about 4500 acres of indigo, I 

and 500 acres of potatoes and garden produce. 

Tappa Lakhpura. — I n 1845 total recorded area was 3311 I 

acres, of which 2310 acres were cultivated and 1001 acres unculti- | 

vated. Of the latter, 353 acres were cultivable. The proportion, \ 

therefore, was 69*8 of cultivated to 30*2 of uncultivated land. No f 

accurate khasrd measurements were made in this pargand. At the f 
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present time, 1200 acres are under pulses, 600 under mustard, 200 
under indigo, and 300 xmder bhadai rice. 

Mahinagar. — ^According to Mr. Worgan's , return, there were 
9267 acres of cultivated land and 5866 acres waste, leaving 
a balance of 243 acres to be accounted for. The proportion 
of cultivated to uncultivated land was, therefore, 61*3 to 387. 
This pargandy though formerly part of Pumiah, has now been 
transferred to Maldah, except two villages, namely, Chandna 
Milik, covering 42 acres, and Saluka, occupying 204 acres. Out of 
these 246 acres, about 100 are waste and fallow. The crops grown 
are pulses and oil-seeds in the cold season, and rice as an autumn 
crop, in about equal quantities. 

Mat.bawar. — The total area of this pargand is 13,313 acres. 
Mr. Worgan’s calculation shows 9705 acres as under cultivation 
and 3571 as waste, leaving a balance of 37 acres to be accounted 
for. This gives a proportion of 73*1 of cultiv9,ted land to 2 6 '9 
of waste. Of the 38 villages in this pargand, 10 were measured 
by khasrdf and were foW& to cover 10,733 local bighds^ of which 
7989 were cultivated and 2744 uncultivated, the latter including 
925 bighds fit for cultivation. This would give a proportion of 74*5 
of cultivated land to 25*5 of waste. Mr. Kemble considers that 
fully 10,000 acres are now under cultivation, — 4000 yielding winter 
rice, and 3000 bhadai rice ; 1000 yield jute, about 500 indigo and 
garden produce, 750 mustard and oil-seeds, and 750 pulses. 

Pawakhali. — ^The total area of this pargand is 81,264 acres, 
according both to the pargand and village maps. It lies on 
the north of the Srfpur and Surjyapur parganas, near the Nep^ 
frontier. Seven out of 118 villages were accurately measured 
in 1854, under the operation of a partition suit, and were shown to 
cover a total area of 15,017 local bighds, of which 12,233 were culti- 
vated and 2784 uncultivated, the latter being inclusive of S21 bighds 
of cultivable land. This gives a proportion of 81*5 of cultivated to 
18*5 of uncultivated or waste land. At the time of the Survey, the 
area of cultivation and waste was not given. At present, as regards 
some villages, the Collector does not think that cultivation has in- 
creased. There are now about 70,500 acres cultivated and about 
10,764 waste. About 50,000 acres are under winter rice, 15,000 
imder jute and tobacco, and about 5500 under bhadai rice, oil-seeds, 
and pulses. 

Shahpur. — ^The total area of this pargand is 2366 acres. 
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Mr, Worgan reports 1442 acres under cultivation, and 924 waste. 
This would give a proportion of 61 of cultivated land to 39 of waste. 
Mr. Kemble thinks that cultivation has increased in pargandy 
and that at present 1600 acres are under tillage, — 800 yielding winter 
rice, 200 indigo, 400 mustard and bhadai rice, and 200 pulses. 

SuLTANPUR. — The total area of this pargand is 194,017 acres, 
as recorded by the Survey. According to the measurements made 
in 1845, in connection with the partition of the pargand^ the total 
area recorded was 190,637 acres, of which 136,722 acres were 
cultivated and S3?9i5 uncultivated; of the latter, 26,405 acres were 
said to be cultivable. The proportion was, therefore, 7 1 *8 of cultivated 
to 28*2 of waste land. The Collector is of opinion that the state of 
the land has remained unaltered since that period, Of the culti- 
vated area, 65,000 acres are under winter rice, 15,000 under tobacco, 

20,000 under autumn rice, oil-seeds, and pulses ; 10,000 remaining 
acres yield jute, and a little over 26,000 are cultivated with indigo. 

Sripur. — ^The area of this pargand, according to the Board 
of Revenue Statistics, is 231,744 acres. Mr, Collector Worgan 
shows a total area of 232,095 acres, of which 180,722 were culti- 
vated and 51,373 uncultivated; the latter figure including 22,522 
acres of cultivable land. The difference of 351 acres is unexplained. 
The proportion, therefore, is 77*9 of cultivated to 22*1 of uncultivated 
or waste land. At present, cultivation extends over about 200,000 
acres, of which 100,000 produce winter rice, 40,000 bhadai rice, 

20.000 jute, 10,000 tobacco, 15,000 mustard, and 15,000 pulses. 

SuRjYAPUR. — ^This is one of the largest and best cultivated 

pargands in the District It covered an area of 467,190 acres at- 
the time of the Survey. The partition measurements of 1845 snow 
a total area of 465,184 acres, so that there is a difference of 2006 
acres to be accounted for. No statistics are given of cultivated and 
waste lands. Thirty-six out of 644 villages were accurately measured, 
and contained an area of 68,365 local bighds,' of 58,608 were 
cultivated and 9757 uncultivated; this latter figure included 3790 
local bighds that were fit for cultivation. The proportion, therefore, 
was 857 of cultivated to 14 *'3 of waste land. Mr. Kemble estimates 
that at the present time, 430,000 acres are under cultivation and 35,000 
acres are waste. Of the tilled area, 250,000 acres are covered with 
winter rice, 50,000 acres with jute, 30,000 acres with tobacco, and 

100.000 acres with autumn rice, oil-seeds, and* pulses. Qi late years 
the cultivation of jute has considerably increased. 
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TAjPuiL-^The* total area of pargani is 115,338 acres 
by tht. patgand ' but 115,158 according to the village 

plotting* According to Mr- Worgan’s calculations, there were 
36,110 acres cultivated and 29,048 uncultivated, of which 70 local 
bighds are said to be of doubtful standard. The remaining rSo 
acres are not accounted for. This gives a proportion of 74*8 of 
cultivated to . 25*2 of waste land. In the Revenue Survey, 125 
villages, out of 318 then existing, were accurately measured, and 
were found to cover 123,592 local bighds ^ of which 97,262 were 
cultivated; 26,330 were uncultivated, of which 6775 fit for 
cultivation. ' The proportion of cultivated to uncultivated land was, 
therefore, 78*7 to 21*3. The Collector states that this is far from 
correct at the present time. This pargand, like Badaur, is now a 
great rice-producing district. Mr. Kemble considers that the area 
under cultivation must be about 95,000 acres, leaving 20,000 uncul- 
tivated. Of the cultivated tract, 75,000 acres are under winter rice, 
10,000 under bhadai rice and . oil-seeds, and 10,000 under jute, 
chillies, potatoes, and miscellaneous crops. 

Te^akharda. — The total area of this pargand is 48,136 
acres by the pargand map, and 48,803 by the District map- 
The Collector thinks the former figure the more correct There 
is no information available regarding the amount of land culti- 
vated and uncultivated for the whole of the pargand. In 1854, 
4 villages out of 74 were accurately measured, and were found 
to cover a total area of 12,265 local bighds^ of which 9848 were 
cultivated and 2417 uncultivated, 1299 of the latter being fit for 
cultivation. The proportion, therefore, was 80*3 of cultivated 
to 197 of uncultivated or waste land. From such records and 
information as are available, Mr. Kemble estimates that there are 
now about 38,000 acres imder cultivation, of which 18,000 are 
under winter rice, 5000 under mustard and oil -seeds, 5000 
under jute, and 3000 under tobacco; whilst 5000 yield pulses. 
Some 2000 or 3000 acres, on which spring crops are grown, 
also yield autumn rice. 

Condition of the Cultivators. — Seventy;five acres would be 
considered a very large farmer's holding in Pumiah, and eight acres, 
or under, a very small one. Twenty acres may be put down as a 
fair-sized, comfortable holding. Eight acres is as much as a single 
pair of ordinary bullocks can keep under cultivation. The Collector 
reports that a fanner cultivating 15 local b/ghds, or 11*2 acres, is not 
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nearly so well off as a respectable retail shopkeeper, nor is the yield 
of such a holding equal to Rs. 8 or i6s. a month. If the land be 
averagely good, yielding rice in autumn, and mustard in the cold- 
weather, the following may be taken as a rough calculation of the 
financial position of a farmer working such a holding in Pumiah : — 
Value of produce of one local highd of land — bhadai rice, lo manSy 
at 12 dnnds^tx man^ Rs. 7. 8. o; mustard, 5 mans, at Rs. 2 per 
man, Rs. 10 * total value, Rs. 17. 8. o. Charges for the r’ce crop — 
ploughing, at i-| dnnds ox 2^d. daily for four days, 6 dnnds ; pre- 
paring during 14 days, Rs. i. 5. o; sowing, 4 days, 6 dnnds ; 
weeding, 14 days, Rs. i. 5. o ; reaping, 4 days, 6 dnnds ; seed, 30 
sets, Rs. I. 4. o ; total, Rs. 5. For the mustard crop — ^ploughing, 
preparing, sowing, weeding, and reaping, Rs. 3. 12. o ; seed, 5 sers, 
8 dnnds; total charges for both the crops, Rs. 9. 4. o. Then we 
must reckon the interest lost to the rayat by his outlay on cattle’ 
and implements, which are worth about ;£4 for a small holding. 
Estimating this at 20 per cent, or Rs. 8 per annum, the charge 
per bighd on a holding of 15 bighds would be about 8 dnnds. Next, 
allowing Rs. 2 a month for six months for the food of a pair of 
bullocks, or Rs. 12 in the year, we must add about 12 dnnds per 
bighd on this account. Add for rent R. i, and the charges bn one 
bighd, in a 15 bighd holding, will amount to Rs. ii. 8. o per annum. 
Deducting this from the receipts, we getRs. 5. 12. o (ns. 6d.) 
as the profit per bighd, or Rs. 86. 4. o 12s. 6d.) as the total 
annual profit of a 15 bighd farm of really good average two-crop 
land which is fully cultivated, exclusive of the cost of carrying the 
produce to market. The Collector thinks the general run of tenants 
do not get so good a return as this. He is borne out in this opinion 
by the Subdivisional officer of AxdcdyA, who reports that the highest 
rent of any land in the Subdivision is Rs. i. 8 per bighd, and that 
only where the local bighd is very large. Such land might yield 
TO mans of rice per standard bighd, but he thinks that 5 or 6 
might be qalied a fair yield. On such land it is not likely that 
a second crop would be obtained. However, a crop of grain, 
or of khesdfi or musAH pulses, might be obtained,* but such 
a crop would not exceed one man, and at harvest time would be 
worth only one rapee. The value of paddy in this Subdivision, 
cspcdally in the fertile I^rgands of Sripur and Terakhardi, is at 
harvest time aboiic S dmtds per tmn; later in the yea? k rises to 12 
dmids; and when brought down and said in the Kdsbd market, its 
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f , value is about i J mati for the rupee. Therefore a fair revum from a 

I highd of rice land renting at i rupee per bighd would be — ^rice, 6 mam^ 

j Rs. 4; and a pulse crop, R. i ; total, Rs. 5. The Collector adds : 

' ^ It is not easy to give an idea of what would be considered a 

! large holding for a raj^af. In the north-western part of pargand 

I Hiveli Pumiah, near Siifganj, I should think 400 Mghds, or 300 

I acres, by no means a large holding. The land is a series of 

I sandy wastes; the rent abont i dnnd per highd; and the income 

I derived from it is 4 dnnds per head of cattle allowed to graze on 

i it during four months of the year. On the other hand, 100 bighds 

? is an extremely large holding in Terakhardi ; and when a ray at holds 

I that amount, he rarely cultivates more than 50 bighds himself. 

j These Terakhardd bighds^ however, are to the standard highd in 

the rate of 36 to 16.’ Further, he would consider that a holding 
s less rent than Rs. 25 would be considered a small one in 

the Sultdnpar and Hdveli Vnmidih pargands ; and one of 15 or 20 
standard bighds^ or 5 to 7 acres, small in Terakhardi, Fathipur 
■ Singhi^, and Sripur. 

Indebtedness among the tenant class is almost universal. Debts 
are generally repaid in grain. Seed is sold to small farmers at 
excessive prices ; and as it is difficult for them to clear themselves 
off the lender’s books, a chronic state of poverty results, which, 
however, seldom reaches the limit of actual destitution. The Col- 
lector says : ‘ The Pumiah rayat lives, and that is all. The profit 
of his labour eventually goes into the coffers of the lender of money 
and grain. The great mass of the rayats of Pumiah* do not possess 
occupancy rights, but hold on short-term leases, or on no leases at 
all.’ The Collector estimates that occupancy tenants do not form 
more than a quarter of the peasantry of the District; and as regards 
those having rents protected from enhancement under Act viii, 
of 1869, he would say 'that not more than one-fourth of the occu- 
pancy rayats come under this class.’ He is not aware that iliere 
are any small proprietors owning, occupying, and cultivating their 
hereditary lands, without either a zaminddr above them or a sub- 
holder or labourer under them. This remark applies both to the 
revenue-paying and revenue-free land in the District. The Ardriy:! 
officer reports on this subject that the proportion of the different 
classes of tenants in his Subdivision, in pargands Sultdnpur, Hdveli 
Pumiah, and Asjd, was, as far as he could judge, one-eighth holders 
at fixed rates, three-fourths occupancy tenants, and one-eighth 
YOL. XV. V 
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teiiants-at-wilL In Dliarmpur, zild Birnagar, and Terakharda, the 
whole of the tenantry axe tenaiits-at-will. In Dharmpur, zild GarM, 
half are occupancy tenants, and half tenants-at-wilh In Srfpur and 
Bathipur Singhi^ one-eighth are occupancy tenants, and seven- 
eighths tenants-at-will. The Subdivisional officer of Arixiyi adds : 
‘ In this Subdivision, almost every man whom I have assessed for the 
income tax, and a great many others of the better class of tenants, 
hold small milks, or rent-free holdings, averaging about ten local 
highds, which they cultivate themselves.^ 

The Domestic Animals of Purniah District are ponies, asses, 
buffaloes, cows, bullocks, sheep, goats, pigs, fowls, ducks, and geese. 
Those used in agriculture are buffaloes and bullocks. The foregoing 
are also reared for trade, those reared for food being cows, bullocks, 
sheep, goats, and pigs. Beef is eaten by the Musalm^ns who can 
afford it ; goats by both Musalm^ns and Hindus ; fowls by Musal- 
m^ns only ; and pigs by very low castes, such as Hdn's and Dorns. 
I have already described the manner in which cattle are moved 
about during the year for the purposes of pasturage. Cows in full 
milk, however, are kept at home, until the quantity of milk is re- 
duced to what is considered as sufficient only for the nourishment 
of their calves ; but when the breed is good, very little milk is taken, 
almost the whole being left to the calf. The price of oxen has of 
late risen so much, that it is considered more profitable to br^.ed 
and rear for sale than to seek profit from milk, butter, or ghL Even 
in Dr. Buchanan Hamilton’s time, during the rainy season, mpargands 
H^veii Purniah and Ndthpur, where the herds were immense, cow’s 
milk was extremely scarce, and seldom sold, most of what could be 
spared from the calves being used by the families of the owners. 
This is still the case, the reason being that it is immediately after the 
rains that the young cattle are generally sold. Dealers, known as 
lohdnas, come from other Districts and purchase largely. There are 
three breeds of oxen known in Purniah. The best is the Dhaphar 
breed, so called from the pargand of that name, now transferred to 
Bhdgalpur. A medium description is called the Purniah breed. 
The worst kind comes from the pargands included in the ICrishna- 
ganj Subdivision, being the offspring of the overworked and ill- 
cared-for cattle of the Musalmans of those pargands. Buffaloes are 
the animajs which chiefly supply the people of this District with 
butter. They are not in general so fine as those of the more eastern 
Districts, fewer of them being bred from wild bulls. Dr, Buchanan 
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Hamilton noticed the fact, that in the south-east comer of Pumiah, 
towards Maldah, where no tame males were kept in his time, the 
buffaloes sold at from ^^3, 4s. to £4^ pair j while those that went to 
;^^urang, attended by tame bulls frozn the north, averaged no more 
than ;3^2, 1 6 s. od. Buffaloes are managed much in the same way as 
cows. In the rainy season they are kept in the villages ; in the dry 
weather most of them are sent to Murang, or to the reedy banks of 
rivers, and they never receive any food except pasture. Many of 
the females, however, when in full milk, are kept at home, the people 
having little confidence in the honesty of those who tend them. 
Buffaloes are always reckoned by the pair, consisting of two adult 
females with their calves. The male calves are said to be consider- 
ably more numerous than the females ; but they are usually killed 
when very young, very few being reserved for sacrifice or for labour. 
The female buffaloes, therefore, that have had male calves, give much 
more milk to their owners than those which have had females ; the 
calves in the latter case being kept until they grow up, and allowed 
a great part of the mother’s milk. Deputy-Collector Rajanin^th 
Chattarji has supplied me with the following estimate of the 
expense of keeping a herd of 40 pairs of buffaloes near Sdifganj, 
in larganA Katiy^, the centre of one of the chief breeding tracts : — 
Wages- of two herdsmen, £1^ 4s. od. ; rice, 18 mans, 4s. od. ; 2 
blankets. 12s.; 2 dMfis, 2s. 6d. ; 2 Lapins, is. 3d.; salt for the 
buffaloes, one man of 80 lbs. weight (at the rate of one pound to 
each buffalo), los. od. ; bells to hang on their necks, 4s. ; rent 
of grazing land, ^^6 : total, £ix, 17s. 9^- Out of the forty pair, 
thirty individuals are likely to be females yielding milk. Each buffalo 
gives a ser of milk daily, hence there will be 30 sers of milk. 
Deducting 2 sers as the share of the keepers, there remains 28 
sers to the owner; 28 sers of milk at the rate of X2 sers of milk to 
one ser of gM, will yield 2 sers 5 chhataks oighi, the price of which 
is about 3s.' Hence the monthly income is £4, los. od,, or the 
annual income £5M 

Sdifganj is the chief seat of the sheep-breeding trade. The 
gareris there principally rear the long-tailed and short-homed 
species called garer, which is said to have been brought into tlie 
District from the hilly country south of Monghyr. The ewes have 
their first lamb when two years old, generally in the month of 
October. They breed once a year, and very seldom have more 
than one lamb at a birth. They bree4 until seven years of age. 



3o8 statistical ACCOUNT OF FURNIAN 


Each thus gives birth to 4 or 5 lambs. The males are gelded 
when 4 months old, and are sold when 2 years old, for about 
^ 5 ^' c>d, a score, to dealers who' come mostly from Murshid^bdd, 
whence tliey find their way to Calcutta, and all over Bengal. In 
March the lambs are shorn, and each gives ^ ser of wool, which is 
much finer than subsequent shearings. The second shearing is 
in the month of June, and the third in October. The wool is sold 
at the rate of 3 sers for 2s., and each sheep therefore yields 
annually sixpence worth. In Sdifganj there are. about 10,000 
breeding sheep. Every herd of 200 or 250 sheep is under two 
men, each man being paid 2 s. a month, and getting besides his 
food, which costs 4s. more. The principal profit of the gareris is 
de\*ived from the manufacture of blankets, which is described at a 
subsequent page. Each sheep gets monthly one chhaidk or two 
ounces of kliari nimak, a coarse kind of Glauber salts, which 
comes chiefly from Patn^, but is also produced in Purniah. The 
price of a man of the salts varies from 3s. to 3s. 6d. 

The Collector in 1872 returned the following prices of domestic 
animals : — A cow costs 4s. od.; a pair of oxen, ^3 ; a pair 
of male buffaloes, ;^3, 12s. od.; a pair of female buffaloes, ^4, 
JOS. od.; a score of ewe sheep, £2, los. od.; a score of female 
kids six months old, a score of male kids of the same age, 
I OS. od.; a score of full-grown gelded pigs, ;^io ; a score of 
sows,;^4 ; and a score of young pigs six months old, ;£i, los. od. 
to ;£2, In 1 81 1, Dr. Buchanan Hamilton made an estimate of 
the value of live-stock in the District of Purniah. Although the 
District is now about one-fourth smaller in area than it was at that 
period, it is probable that, with the increasing wealth of the country, 
this kind of property has increased not only in value but in number 
to the extent of 25 per cent. 1 have, therefore, accepted Dr. 
Buchanan Hamilton’s estimate of the number of animals as approxi- 
mately representing the number now existing in Purniah District, and 
have calculated their value according to the above return of the 
Collector as follows Number of bulls reserved for breeding, 
6660, value p^^999o ; bulls used for ploughing, 22,400, value 
^2^33,600; oxen used in wheel carriages, 1034, value 
oxen used in carts, 4500, value ;^675o; oxen used in cariyiug 
loads, belonging to traders, 27,150, value ;2^4o,725 ; oxen used 
for carrying loads, belonging to farmers, 9290, value ;^i3,935 ; 
oxen used for carrying loads, belonging to the high castes, 2760, 
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value ^4140 ; oxen used both in the plough and for carrying 
loads, 3200, value ^9300 ; .oxen used in manufacture, 5950, 
value ;^3925 ; oxen used in the plough alone, belonging to the 
high castes, 205,900, value ;^303,85o ; oxen used in the plough 
alone, belonging to tradesmen, 101,500, value ^716,775; oxen 
used in the plough alone, belonging to mere farmers, 639,000, 
value ;:^958,soo; cows belonging to the high castes, 179,600, 
value ^215,520; cows belonging to tradesmen, 196,200, value 
;j^,'235,44o ; cows belonging to farmers, 457,500, value ^549,000; 
cows used in the plough, 57,750, value buffaloes young 

and old, 70,475, value od.; goats, full-grown 

females, 88,700, value ^8870; sheep, full-grown, 21,350, value 
^2668, 15s.; short-horned sheep or garer^ 13,000, value ;2^i625 ; 
swine, 34,100, value ^^3410; horses for carrying loads, 3475, 
value ;j^695o: total value of cattle, 3, 3 9 1,762, los. od. The 
Collector does not think that even this immense amount of money 
represents the total value of the cattle of the District He parti- 
cularly points out that the number used in carts is probably very, 
much greater than that above given. The quantity and value of 
milk produced annually in Purniah may ‘ be obtained thus : — 
Number of cows, 835,300; cows giving milk, 417,650; average 
rate, one ser a day, or 9 7 nans a year ; total quantity of cows’ milk, 
3,758,850 mans; total value of cows’ milk at the average wholesale 
rate of 20 sers man or 40 lbs.) per rupee, ;j£'75i,77o. Number of 
buffaloes, 71,425; buffaloes giving milk, 23,825; total quantity of 
buffaloes’ milk, 214,425 mans ; total value of buffaloes’ milk, 
^2^42,885. Total milk of both kinds, about 141,902 tons; total 
value, ;^794,655. About one-third of the milk is made into ghi^ 
which, at the rate of 3 sers oighi from i man of milk, gives 101,832 
mans^ or about 362 tons, as the annual amount of^/2/ produced. 

The Agricultural Implements in use in Purniah District 
are the following : — (i) Koddli, a kind of mattock used for digging 
up land. There are two kinds, one with a handle fifteen inches 
long, and the other with a longer handle, measuring twenty-four inches. 
(2) Easm, a spud used for weeding and rooting out grass ; it has a 
blade from three to four inches square, and a handle about six inches 
long, turned over at one end. (3) Eidd, a large rake drawn by 
cattle, and consisting of wooden spikes fixed in a transverse bar of 
wood to which a long handle is attached. (4) ChauM, a heavy 
beam of wood used as a harrow ; while it is being drawn along, a 
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maxi stands on it, his weight adding to its force in breaking clods. 
(5) Hdl^ the plough, which is made up of the lagdn or handle held 
by the ploughman, the ^hdl or ploughshare, the jud or pdlo^ the yoke to 
whicn the cattle are attached, and the kaftidl or sanidly wooden pins 
to keep the yoke straight (6) Kachid or sickle. (7) Dagtd ox hail. 
For the cultivation of a ^plough' of land of ten to twelve highds^ 
equal to about four English acres, the foregoing implements and a 
pair of bullocks would be necessary. The bullocks would cost 
about ; the plough complete, 2s. ; the harrow or chauki^ 2s.; a rake 
or Udd^ 4s. ; the spud for weeding or Ias7ii^ 3d. ; the sickle or kachid^ 
3d. j the hatchet or kordl^ is. Sixpence worth of rope would also be 
necessary, so that the total cost would be from‘;^3, los. to £4. 

Wages. — The earliest record I have met with of die value 
of labour is contained in a letter of the Collector to the Board 
of Revenue, dated the i6th April 1788, in which he estimates the 
average earnings of the labouring classes at one rupee or two shillings 
a month. About 18 ii, Dr. Buchanan Hamilton made a statistical 
survey of Purniah. I have derived the following rates of wages from 
his report. The lowest class of farm labourers received 8 dnnds or 
IS. a month, and 4 ozs. of cleaned rice a day. Such a labourer, how- 
ever, was paid specially during the harvest time at the rare of 5 J sers 
of unhusked rice, or 12 mans for three months; or for the whole year, 
9s. in money and 14 mans of unhusked or 9 mans of husked rice, 
which would give. him 2 lbs. a day for food. The rate for cowherds 
was much the same. They received 2 dnnds a month in money, and 
^ ser of rice daily for eveiy six head of cattle tended. It was con- 
sidered a full day’s work for a man to tend 24 oxen, so that his 
monthly wages were 8 dnnds or is., and \ ser 01 x lb. of rice daily. 
J’^loughmen were usually remunerated by being permitted to use the 
i'armer’s plough and cattle on their little plots of land during eight 
days in the month. The class of labourers who seem to have been 
best oif were those who worked from day to day for hire. Their 
dinary 'daily wages were three ^an of kauAs or nine lies (i^d.) 
a ,day in money, or three sers (six pounds) weight of unhusked rice. 
On the supposition that he could obtain labour only during nine 
months of the year, a man of this class would still receive 20 mans 
of grain, which would be much more than sufficient for his support. 
Female coolies were almost as well paid; but they, as well as the 
men, seem to have been /ery improvident, and usually so much in 
debt as to have to work on advandes. A very strange rate of pay- 
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ment (which has now died out) was that given to Musalmdn cooks. 
They received eight dnnds or one shilling for every fnan of 82 lbs. 
weight of rice boiled by them. 

At the present day, coolies, other than agricultural labourers, are 
not to be had in the District. A few Dhdngars come from the 
Sandl Pargands, but. usually demand as much as 8s. a month. 
Agricultural labourers are paid 7 s a month. About 1842 they 
icceived 33^ to 4s. a month, so that, there has been a steady advance 
in the value of unskilled labour, the rate having increased, roughly 
.speaking, about one hundred per cent, in a quarter of a century. 
Skilled labour, when employed by natives, is still generally paid in 
kind. Blacksmiths who know their work tolerably well go to the 
workshops of the East Indian Railway to seek employment, and it 
is very difficult to find in the District a man who can do more than 
make a ploughshare; such a man requires from i8s. to 4s. od. 
a month. Carpenters can be more readily got for 12 s. to 14s. a 
month, the employment afforded by the indigo factories having 
induced them to -stay in the country. They also do a good business 
in making carts and other conveyances. Bricklayers receive about 
8s. to I os. a month. All these artisans are usually paid in kind 
when employed by their fellow-villagers. Their wages also have 
risen of late, as ten years ago carpenters could be had for 8s. and 
bricklayers for 6s. per mensem. The Subdivisional officer of Ardriy^, 
in 1873, reported that within his jurisdiction labour was abundant and 
cheap. Working in the fields or thatching houses, or doing any 
ordinary work for six hours, entitles a labourer to 3 sers of unhusked 
rice and one of his meals, equivalent in money value to 4/^h? or 
i^d. Those who work for twelve hours in the day get twice as 
much. The village blacksmith receives yearly two mans of un- 
husked rice for each plough kept in working. order, the materials 
for repair being provided by the owner. For making a well, potters 
or kumhhdrs (two of whom sink and fit in the ring to a depth of 15 
or 18 feet in two days) charge 6s. or 8s. These wells do not last 
beyond two or three years, as the rings apparently are not made of 
good clay, and perhaps are not sufficiently burnt. The village 
barber is also paid in unhusked rice, of which he receives 5 sers 
from each person. The washerman, where he exists, takes either 
cash payment,' or on an average 5 mans (or about 3f cwts.) of xm- 
husked rice a year from each household. Work done by contract, 
such as excavating for road embankments, tanks, eta, is paid for at 
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from 2S. to 4s. per looo cubic feet Brick-making is especially cheap, 
as Nepdlfs from across the frontier engage to mould and burn them 
whenever required, the wood being supplied and badly-burned bricks 
discarded, at 4s. per thousand. Land agency servants are liberally 
remunerated, patwdris^ or rent collectors, receiving i dnnd for every 
rupee of the villagers* rent, besides what they extort. Mukaddams^ 
or head-men, who receive the money from X]xQj>atwdHs to make over 
to the zaminddr^ are in pargand Sultdnpur paid a fixed salary of from 
8s. to I2S. a month. Messengers, or ptyddds, are also paid by the 
zanmddr, perhaps 4s. a month. The gordit, or office watchman, 
the only hereditary servant in the management, generally holds a 
few highds. of rent-free land. The sritndn in parga7%d Srfpur 'is 
identical v/ith the Sultdnpur mukaddam^ but receives no regular pay. 

Prices. — I have been able to find little information regarding prices 
in the early records. Regular fortnightly returns to Government 
seem to have been made, as at the present time, but the original 
office copies have been all destroyed. In 1794, however, the 
Collector reported in connection with the purchase of some grain 
for Government storage, that, ^ in Purniah District, there are only two 
rice harvests in the course of the year, namely, bhadai and aghani. 
The former is not above half as productive as the latter ; the grain 
yielded therefrom is of a very inferior quality, and held in no esti- 
mation by the natives, but for the support of the very lowest and 
poorest classes of the inhabitants, and feeding cattle. The aghani 
crop is quite the reverse, bears a higher price, and is sought after 
and purchased by all descriptions of merchants, as well for its 
superior .quality as the length of time it will keep good ; whereas the 
bhadai grain begins to decay, it is said, after one year’s keeping. 
The bhadai rice, when cleaned, sells at 2 ma7is 10 sers per rupee (or 
IS. 2|d. per cwt.); unshelled bhadai dhdTz or rice, at 4^ mans^^x 
rupee (or 7jd per cwt.); aghaTii rice, cleaned, at 2 mans per rupee 
(or IS. 4|d. per cwt.) ; unshelled aghatii rice, 4 ma 7 ts^ex rupee (or 
7|d. per cwt). Aniah, or fine rice, one rupee per mati (or 2s. 
9|d. per cwt).’ He adds : ^ Wheat is another commodity, the 
produce of this District, that is greatly sought after by all classes 
of people, and is generally very cheap and moderate. If the 
Governor-General in Council thinks proper to direct, 25,000 mans 
(or 893 tons) of it can be purchased without the smallest risk or 
difficulty. The price is generally from 2 to 2 7na7is 10 sers per 
rupee (or is. 4|d. to is. 2|d. per cwt.).’ 
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The Subdivisional officer of Aiiriyi, in 1873, reported that within 
his jurisdiction prices of food-grains, and all kinds of agricultural 
produce, have fallen considerably since 1866, the year of the great 
famine in Orissa. The average of the rates for the whole District shows 
that during that year the best cleaned rice was selling at iis. 2jd. a 
cwt, or Rs. 4 a man of 82 lbs. ; coarse rice, at 9s. 6d. a cwt, or Rs. 
3^ a 77 ta7i ; fine unhusked rice, at 6s. rod. a cwt, or Rs. 2^ z.man; 
coarse unhusked rice, at 6s. 7^d. a cwt., or Rs. 2 a man; barley, at 6s. 
rod. a cwt., or Rs. 2^ a man; unhusked barley, at 5s. 7:Jd. a cwt, or 
Rs. 2 a ma7i; Indian com grain, at 5s. 7^d. a cwt, or Rs. 2 zman ; 
Indian corn in the ear, at 2s. gjd, a cwt., or R. i a man; wheat, at 
IIS. 2|d. a cwt, or Rs. 4 a man; sugar-cane, at 9s. 6d. a cwt, or 
Rs. si* a man. In 1872 the prices were — for best rice, 2s. 9^d. a 
cwt, or R. I a man; common rice, 2s. ojd. a cwt, or 12 dnnds a 
man; best unhusked rice, is. 2^d. a cwt, or 7 dnnds a ma7i ; 
common husked rice, is. o|d. a cwt, or 6 dnnds a man; barley, is. 
8|d. a cwt., or 10 dn7ids.2^ man ; unhusked barley, is. 4|d. a cw 4 ., 
or 8 d7inds a 7 nan ; Indian corn grain, 2s. 4|d. a cwt., or 14 dnjids 
a man ; Indian corn in the eaif, is. 4fd. a cwt, or 8 dnnds 2. man; 
wheat, -28. 9|d. a cwt, or R. i a w£Z«/x. sugar-cane, 6s. lod. a cwt, 
or Rs. 2^ a man. The price of idri^ the fermented juice of the 
palm tree, has remained stationary throughout the whole period, and 
sold without variation at a little more than a penny a quart, or i|d. 
z. ser oi 2 lbs. In the last week of December 1875, after the 
agha7d or main harvest of the year had been gathered, the prices of 
food-grain in the city of Purniah, and at the large mart of K^bd, 
were at the following rates : — l^urniah city, best rice, 55. 7|d- per 
cwt., or 20 sers per rupee ; common rice, 4s. io|d. per cwt., or 23 
sers per rupee ; wheat, 4s. 8d. cwt., or 2\sers per rupee. KAshi, 
best rice, 5s. 7|d. per cwt, or 20 scrs per rupee; common rice, 5s. 
4d. per cwt, or 21 sers per rupee; wheat 5s. 7jd. per cwt, or 20 
sers per rupee. 

The Weights and Measures in use in Purniah District are 
exceedingly various. The standard 7nan of 82 lbs. avoirdupois is 
occasionally met with in buying and selling by weight Its minor 
denominations are : — 4 diauHs i chhatdk or 2 ozs. ; 4 chhatdks ;= 
I pod; 4 pods = i ser, or 2 lbs. 14 drs.; 5 sers = ipaseri; Spaseris^ 
1 man or maund. The ser is most commonly estimated in tolds,, 
80 of which go to the standard ser of 2 lbs. 14 drs. weight The 
number of folds in a however, varies very much in Purniah, from 
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64 to 105 being found in different parts of the District. The follow- 
ing return for esLchlargand has been supplied to me by the Collector : 
— ^Asjd, 80 tolds to the , principal market at Roti ; Badaur, 80, 
85, and 105 folds to the ser — 80 told ser in use at Barsof, the chief 
market; Bhonr^ 80 folds ^ i standard ser ; Burigangal, 96 folds to 
the ser \ Chak DiMwarl, 96 folds to the ser ; Dharmpur, 64 and 72 
folds to the ser — the 72 told ser used at Ddmar, the chief market ; 
DiUwarpur, 96 ‘folds to the ser; Fathipur Singhii^ 80 folds to the 
ser ; G^hl, 96 and 105 folds to the ser; Hatand^, 80, 96, and 105 
folds to the ser; Hdiveli Pumiah, 80 and 85 folds to the ser — the 
former weight used at Phdlwarf-, the principal market ; Kadb^, 80 
and 85 folds to the ser — the former used at Kiimshf, and the latter 
at Azimnagar, the principal markets; Kdnkjol, 80, 96, and 105 
folds to the ser — ^the 105 told ser in use at Muhadahpur, the principal 
market; Katiy^r, 72 folds to the ser — ^the same weight used at the 
principal markets of, Kumdripur and Sdifganj ; Kholr^ M^ldaw^ir, 
Pawdkhdli, Shdhpur, and Sripur, 80 folds to the ser; Sultdnpur, 64 
and 80 folds to the ser ; Surjyapur, 80 folds to the ser — ^the same 
weight used at Krishnaganj and K£[idganj, the principal markets ; 
Tijpur, §0 folds to the ser ; Terakhard^, 64 and 80 folds to the ser. 
The Collector states generally that the 105 fold ser is used in the 
south-east of the District, near the Ganges, in fJidnd Manihdrf. The 
96 fold ser is used in the same neighbourhood, and. farther north. 
The 80 fold ser is used generally in the Krishnaganj Subdivision, 
The 72 told weight is employed in Dharmpur, Katiy^r, and Kumiri- 
pur. . In the north-west of Dharmpur, and in the western parts of 
Terakhardd. and Sult^npur, ue, round the village’s of Matiydri and 
R^iganj, the 64 fold weight is used. The 85 told ser is used in the 
large rice-mart of Kdsb£, and in some villages in the east of the 
District 

Hay and grass measures are : — 16 foars or bundles = i sort; 16 
sorts = I soraha. The measurements of distance are : — 4^ hdfhs = 
I kdfhd; 20 kdthds = i rasi ; 85 rasis = i kos or 2 English miles ; 
10 kos — I manzah The denominations of the standard measure of 
area are : — 4*|- hdfhs = i kdfhd or lagd; 20 kdthds ox lagds = i bighd 
or J of an acre ; but in every pargand the number of hdfhs to 
the lagd varies, and in some of these divisions as many as twenty 
different lagds are in use. Varying standards are often met with 
in neighbouring villages, and sometimes in the same village. The 
following is a list of the different poles in each pargand: — ^Asj^ 


LAND TENURES. 


3^5 

4, 5, and 6 hdth to the kdthd ; Badaur, 4J and 5 hdih ; Bhaura, 4- 
hdtk; Bnrfgangal, 4 Mth; Chak DiMwari, 4 hdth ; Dharmpur, 5|- 
and 6 hdth ; Dildwarpur, 4, 4-^, and 5 Fathipur Singhid, 5 

and 6 hdth; Gagrd, 4 hdih; Garhf, 4|- hdth; Gardrl, 6 hdth; 
Hatandd, 4 hdth; Hdveli Pumiah, 4|-, 5, and 6 hdth; Kadbd, 3I, 
4, 4i 4h 4f, S. Si. Sf. 6, 6|, 6J, 6f, 7, 7J, 7|, 8, and 9 
hdth; Kd^ilcjol, 4 hdth; Kaslmpur, 4 hdth ; Katiydr, 3|-, 3I, 4, 4^, 
4|j 4^5 4|> 5. si? Sf? 6? ^i? 6|? 7? and 7^ hdth ; Kholrd, 4^ and 

S hdth; Kharba, 4^ hdth; Kumdripur, 3^, 3j, 4, 4^, 4^, 4^, 4f, 
5? si? sf? ^? ^i? ^2? bf, and 7|- hdth ; Mahfnagar, 4i hdth ; Mdlda- 
wdr, 4 and 4 ^ hdth ; Pawdkhali, 6 hdth ; Shdhpur, 5 hdth; Sripur, 
5 and 6 y Sultdnpur, 4 ^, 5, and 6 / Surjyapnr, 5 hdth ; 

Tdjpur, 4|?.4i? S? Si? Si? Sf? l^hdth ; Tappd Lakhpdra, 4 hdth; 
and Terakhardd, 6 hdth. The Mghd measured by the 3^ hath pole 
is equal to 1225 square yards, or *253 of an acre; measured by the 
3J hdih pole is equal to 1406 square yards, or *288 of an acre ; the 
4 hdth or standard Bengal bighd is equal to 1600 square yards, or ’33 
of an acre ; the 4\hdth is equal to 1806 square yards, or '373 of an 
acre; 4^ hdth^ which is very common in Purniah, is equal to 2025 
square yards, or *418 of an acre; 4f hdth is equal to 2256 square 
yards, or *466 of an acre ; 5 hdth equal to 2500 square yards, or 
•5x6 of an acre ; 5*1' hdth equal to 3025 square yards, or *625 of an 
acre ; 6 hdth^ also very commonly used, equal to 3600 square yards, 
or *744 of an acre ; hdth equal to 4225 square yaicJs, or *873 of 
an acre; 7 hdth equal to 4900 square yards, or 1*012 acre ; 9 \dth 
equal to 8100 square yards, or 1*673 acre. The local measures of 
time, besides the usual divisions of day, month, year, etc, which are 
the same in native as in English calculation, are as follows ; — 6c 
pdl = I danda ; 120 danda = i ghati ; ^ghaH = iprahar; 4prahar 
= I day. 

Land Tenures. — ^The following account of the different kinds 
of tenures in Pumiah District has been condensed from a report 
on the subject by Deputy -Collector Bdbu Rajanin^th Chattaiji 
The various forms of land tenure prevailing are, for the most part, 
precisely the same as in neighbouring Districts, in the Accounts of 
which I have fully described them. In the present case, therefore, 
I have confined detailed description to the few cases where tenures 
present haracteristics distinct from those observed elsewhere. All 
tenures may be divided into two classes — ^those paying revenue or 
rent, and those exempted from such payment. The ’ following 
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twenty varieties of revenue and rent-paying tenures are met with 
in Purniah : — 

(i) The zaminddn is an estate of the first degree, an absolute 
right of proprietorship in the soil, subject to the payment of a 
fixed amount of revenue to Government. If this revenue fall 
into arrears, the estate may be put up to auction and sold to 
the highest bidder. The purchaser acquires the estate free of 
all . encumbrances created since , the Permanent Settlement, and 
obtains a statutory title. A zmiinddri is hereditary according 
to the law of succession by which the proprietor is governed. 
It is assignable in whole or in part. It may be mortgaged. 
The zaminddr can grant leases either for a term or in perpetuity. 
He is entitled to rent for all land lying within the limits of his 
zaminddri; and the rights of mining, fishing, and other incorporeal 
rights are included in his proprietorship. The Decennial Settle- 
ment of Purniah, which was concluded in the year 1790, when Mi. 
Heatly was Collector, and Mr. Colebrooke, who carried out the 
measure, Assistant-Collector, was made with the zaminddrs for entire 
pargands or fractions of pargands. The number of estates at that 
time was 21 1 ; but the number now borne on the tmji or revenue- 
roll is 1629, consisting of 211, the number at the period of the 
Decennial Settlement, minus 3 struck off on account of diluvion, and 
158 transferred to other Districts, leaving 50 old estates; 1550 re- 
sumed revenue-free estates; 25 new estates, formed under the opera- 
tion of the Partition Law — 13 in permanently settled estates, and 
12 in resumed ones; i new estate, acquired by purchase; i 
acquired by alluvion ; and 2 estates transferred from other Districts. 
Of these 1629 estates, 28 are the property of Government, of which 
3 were acquired by escheats, i (called Inglis Khopdkatf, in par- 
gcma Kdnkjol) by purchase from a landholder for the settlement of 
native invalid troops, and 24 by purchase at auction skies for arrears 
of revenue. The revenue of these 28 estates is ;£^368, 9s. iid. The 
following classification of the estates in Purniah District is taken 
from the Quarterly Land Revenue Return of the 30th June 1875 ; — 
'Diere are 230 permanently settled estates paying more than ;^io 
in revenue, and yielding a total reyenue of ;£‘x 3 5, 44^5 od.; 1351 

permanently settled estates, paying ;^io and less, and yielding a 
total revenue of od.; 15 estates the property of indi- 

viduals temporarily settled or farmed, and yielding a total revenue 
of £161, 2s. od. ; s estates held under the direct management of 
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the Collector, and yielding a total revenue of ;^2i, i8s. od. ; 5 
Government estates under temporary lease, and yielding a total 
revenue of ;^6, 8s. ocL; and 22 Government estates under direct 
management, and yielding a total revenue of ;^33o, i8s. od. Of 
the 1550 resumed revenue-free estates, 1527 were -settled at half- 
rates in perpetuity with the proprietors, agreeably to section viii. of 
Regulation xix. of 1793. These resumptions were made between 
the years 1836 and 1846. The number of partitions of estates-in- 
chief that have taken place in this District is only 15 ; and the 
number of separate accounts opened under Act xi. of 1859, 46. 

When the Permanent Settlement became law, the District was 
divided as follows amongst the chief landholders : — Rdni Indrabati 
of Mohini, near Kisbi, was zaminddr of pargmtds Sultdnpur, Srfpur, 
Fathipur Singhid, Hdveli, Katiydr, Kumarfpur, Gar^ri, and Ndthpur 
(the last of “Virhich is now transferred to Bhdgalpur). These par^ands 
comprise about 2000 square miles. Rdjd Madhu Sinh of Darbhangah 
was zaminddr of Dharmpur, which occupied an area of 1063 square 
miles, or one-fifth of the whole District. Takfr-ud-din Husdin held 
pargdna Surjyapur, which is 726 square miles in area. Baka-dlld was 
zaminddr of Badaur, which is 295 square miles in area. Sibndth 
and.Gauri Ndth were joint-proprietors of Tdjpur, which is 180 square 
miles in area, Dular Sinh, the grandfather of Rdjd Nilanand Sinh, 
at present one of the largest landholders in the District, was zaminddr 
of Terakhardd, which has an area of only 76 square miles. The 
assessment seems not t have exceeded the capabilities of the cstate.s, 
as most of the larger ones have not changed hands, but still continue 
in the possession of the descendants of those with whom the Settle- 
ment was made. The only large property that has been broken up 
is that of Rdni Indrabati. In 1850, Bdbu Pratdp Sinh, father of 
Rdi Lakshmipat Sinh and Rdi Dhanpat Sinh of Murshiddbdd, 
purchased the whole of pargands Hdveli Purniah and Sultdnpur, 
and about half oi pargands Fathipur Singhid, Sripur, Katiyar, and 
Kumdripur; the late Mr. Palmer of Purniah acquiring the remain- 
ing portions of the last-named pargands. Rdjd Nilanand Sinh 
purchased Gardri. Bdbu Pratdp Sinh subsequently sold Sultdnpur 
to Mr. Forbes, the present zaminddr, 

(2) Tdlnks are met with in Purniah District, but they are not so 
numerous as in Bengal, and are all dependent, or shikmL The 
absence of Itnznri or independent idluks is accounted for by the fact 
that, at the time of the Permanent Settlement, the pargand system 
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had not been broken up, as had been the case, for instance, an over 
the Rijsh^ Division; and Government \ptas able to make its assess- 
ments and settlements on tne well-marKed lines afforded by the lar- 
gand," or original fiscal unit. The same reason k .given for the absence 
of t&ufir or incidental estatisis. Althoiigh ^very large tracts were 
unreclaimed, and in fkct bad not been itssessed, they lay, unfortu- 
hafely for tihe revenue, within recognised areas, and the advantages 
ofi their cultivation went to the landholders, in much ofIx)wer 
Bengal, on the other hand, waste land lay for the most part outside 
the zaminddri limits ; and when the landholders began to reclaim 
and absorb these tracts. Government was able to intervene and 
assert its rights to a fair share in the proceeds of such land. 

Dependent fdiuks are usually of the istimrdri species ; that is, farms 
or leases, granted by the landholder in perpetuity at a fixed stipu- 
lated rent; and often, in cases where the lessee was a relative, 
favourite, or old servant of the lessor, at a quit rent In this 
District they are of comparatively old origin. Some of the istimrdris 
were granted by the Nawdbs of Pumiah ; and several, it appears, were 
created or confirmed by a farmer of the District revenue, Achinta I 

Rdi, about 1771, shortly after the assumption by the Company of | 

the management of the revenues. The kdndngos of -each fargand 1 

usually held one or more isiimrdris from the zaminddrs, Gopi- j 

k^nt E.^ 1 , a Bengali of Kdntanagar, near Kdiigold, was kdndngo 
of Dharmpur in 179'^ and held five or six istimrdris. Harichand 
Rdi a Kiyasth ^ .id kSndngo of Ndthpur and Gar^rl, acquired j 

two or three. These tenures are all hereditary and transferable, i 

and not resumable by the grantors;, but they are liable to be • 

cancelled by pmrchasers of parent estates at sales for arrears of 
revenue, if not specially registered under the provisions of Act | 

xi. of 1859. They are most numerous in the ^argands of Hdveli, ; 

Dharmpur, Fathipur Singhid, and Sripur. The following are some ^ 

of the largest istimrdris in the District : — Tdluk Vishnupur, in par- 
gand Haveh, paying in rent ;^2o6, 8s. od. It was granted to Aga 
Muhammad AH ELh^n, the last native magistrate of Pumiah, and 
grandfather of Aga Saib-ulld. Khdn, the leading Musalmdn gentle- 
man in the town of Pumiah at the present day. From the copy of the 
swnad filed in the Collectorate, it would appear to have been granted 
by Achinta R£i, the farmer. It is more probable that it was only 
confirmed by him. Tdluk Gohoraa, in pargand Hdveli, paying in 
rent 8s. od., and at present held by Mr. Forbes of Sult^pur. I 
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Penva-and Ramai, in L^irgami Sultanpur; rent, ^^224, 
16.S, od. 7 'he total number of hthnrdns in the District, as far as 
can be gathered from the Road Cess Records, is 263, of which 24S 
are held directly from the zumindtu's,, and X5 from paimddrs or 
other subordinate landholders. All arrears of rent due from holders 
of istim 7 \Ms are realized by a recourse to the Civil Courts under 
Act viii. (n.c.) of 1865, and Act viii. (BXt) of 1869, except on the 
estates of Rai Dhanpat Sjnb and ’Mi Lakshmipat Sinh, the balance^ 
on account of which arc realized, in the case of pafnis^ by the 
summary process prescribed by Reyuhition viii. of 1819. Eabii 
Pratdp Sinh, on purchasing the estates of Rdja Eijdi Gobind Sinh 
of Saifganj at auction sale, tried to annul and avoid the istimrdrfs 
and 7 nukar 7 'aris previously created ; but afterwards came to terms 
with the holders of those tenures, on their entering into an agree- 
ment to submit to the same summary process for realization of 
rent as is prescribed iox patiiis. When an isiimrdn is sublet in 
perpetuity, it is called, in Purniah, not a dardstmrdn^ but a patnt. 
In fact, the word fatn'i seems to be loosely applied to any tenure 
created in perpetuity. 

(3) Ndnkdr Taluks are tracts of land originally exempted from* 
assessment during the Mughul administration, being intended for 
the support of the zammddrs and their families. They are confined to 
pnrgands Srfpur and Surjyapur, and consist of the following holdings, 
as ascertained from the Quinquennial Register of 1798:— (i) Mauz^ 
Baniingarh, ndnkdr of Tilakndth R£i, in Sripur, measuring 1178 
local kighds, and supposed to yield a profit of ;^^i8 a year. (2) 
Mauzd Sungsea, ndnkdr in Sripur, measuring 1080 local bigJids^ 
and yielding a profit of 2i year. (3) Ndnkdr of zaminddrs of 
Barhampur and Ivhagra, in Surjyapur, measuring 605 local biglids,, 
producing ^240 a year in rents. (4) Ndjikdriox the Nidzat Khagra 
family in Surjyapur, measuring 500 local bighdsy and v’ielding a 
rental of ;^275. None, of these are assessed to Government 
revenue, as they were included within pargand estates 

(4) The Fatni Tenure was introduced into Purniah about 
the year 1838, by the zaminddrs of Jamnikdndi in Murshidibdd, 
now known as the Paikpdrd family, when their estate of 
Raghupur RannM in Dharmpur was let out as a patni tdluh 
Raghupur Raunfd formerly belonged to Rdj^ Madhu Sinh of 
Dharmpur, but was sold fer th^ recovery of arrears of revenue in 
1790; and as sales were then held in Murshiddbdd, it came into 


320 STATISTICAL ACCO UNT OF FURNIAH, 


the hands of its present owners, A peculiarity attaches to this 
property, in that arrears are realized by a civil suit, and not by the 
summary procedure prescribed by Regulation viii. of 1819, This 
is owing to an erroneous notion that the patni law is not applicable 
to a purely fasU mahdl or Behar estate, such* as Dharmpur. Subse- 
quently, Bdbu Prat^p Sinh, also of Murshid^bdd, sublet his Purniah 
estates' in painis^ so that the patni system seems to have owed its 
origin to absenteeism. A few only of the resident zaininddrs have 
let their estates in patni; most of them sublet their estates on leases, 
under the mustdjiri system, for periods varying from five to nine 
years. The total number of patnis in Purniah is 409. They are most 
numerous iripargands H^veli, Badaur, Sripur, Sult^npur, and Kadbd. 
Thirty-nine patnis^ in nine parent estates, have been registered 
under the provisions of Act xi. of 1859. The main condition in 
the tenure is, that in the event of arrears occurring, the tenure may 
be sold by the zaminddr ; and if the sale proceeds do not liquidate 
the debt, the other property of the defaulting patniddr is liable for 
it These tenures ^ are transferable, answerable for the personal 
debts of the patniddrSj and subject to the process of the Courts of 
judicature in the same manner as other real property, without, 
however, in any way prejudicing the rights of the zaminddrs. All 
transfers of patni idluks must be registered in the zaminddr^ s office. 
Fatniddrs may under-let, but such leases are not binding on the 
superior landholder in the event of the tenure being sold for arrears. 

(5) Darpatnis and (6) Sepatnis are under-tenures created by a 
patniddr y by which he transfers his own rights in the whole or part 
of his taluk: K patni of the second degree is called a darpatni; 
a similar under-tenure created by a darpainiddr^ or a patni of the 
third degree, being called a sepcttnL Regulation viii. of 1819 
secures for both these sub-tenures the same rights and immunities 
as attach to patnis themselves, ^ in so far as concerns the grantor 
of such under-tenures,^ and contemplates similar advantages as 
accruing to patnis of the fourth degree, or chdrpatnis — a tenure, how- 
ever, which is hardly ever met with, and does not exist in Purniah. 
In case the proprietor of the supexiox patni withholds the rent due 
from himself to the zaminddr, the holders of these secondary- 
tenures were liable to have all their rights cancelled, although they 
might have paid their own rents to the patniddr. In order to pre- 
vent frauds of this kind, the under-holders are now allowed to advance 
the amount of rent due to the zaminddr, which is then copsiclered 
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a loan to the patrAddr^ and constitutes a lien on his tdluky in the 
same manner as if it had been made upon mortgage; and the under- 
tenure holders may apply for immediate possession of the jpatni of 
the defaulter, and recoup themselves from its profits. The painl is 
not returned to the original holder till he proves, in a regular suit 
to be instituted for the purpose, that he has repaid the loan, or that 
it has been realized from the usufruct of the tenure. These 
tenures are numerous in pargands Hdveli and Badaur. The first 
darpatni dates from the year 1854, and the first sepatni from 1871. 

(7) Mukarrari and (8) Maurusi JSis^ and (9) Kashts^ are the 
names ijow applied to a single description of tenure. They are all 
held at a fixed rent, and are hereditary and transferable. The 
rent paid, even when first fixed, was usually lower than that 
customary in the pargand or mauzd to which they belonged. 
This advantage was often granted as an inducement to bring 
more land under cultivation; favourable terms were also given 
to relatives, or out of charity. These tenures were all pro- 
tected from cancelment on the occurrence of a sale for arrears 
of revenue. MukarraA jbts were not originally hereditary, 
but have become so in process of time. Fixity of rent does not 
seem to have been an original condition of maurusi and kdsht 
tenures, but is apparently, an accident, which has subsequently 
attached to them. The Road Cess Returns show the number of 
mukarraris in the District to be 31, of which 14 are held directly 
under the zaminddrs, and 17 patnlddrs or others. These 

tenures are found in pargands H^veli, Sripur, Fathipur Singhii, 
Badaur, T^jpur, and Dharmpur, and are generally small The 
highest known annual rent of a mukarraA jbt is 2s. od. 

The Commissioner of the Bhdgalpur Division wrote in 1873 : ^ A 
very conspicuous fact in the land history of this Division, the 
greatest proportion of which consists of permanently settled estates, 
is that there are but very few intermediate permanent rights 
between the zaminddr ,and the cultivating rayat ZaminddHs arc 
generally let in short leases to farmers, who try to make as much as 
they can during .the time of their incumbency, and never think of 
improving the condition of the tenantry and the land Except 
under most peculiar circumstances, lands or estates are never given 
in mukarraris orpatnis throughout these Districts, except in Pumiah, 
where, I believe, the number of permanent intermediate rights is 
Slowly increasing, though even there no great complication of rights 
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and interests appears to exist/ The number ot permanent under- 
tenures of all kinds is, according to the Road Cess Returns, only 
1031, as against 2378 farming leases. 

(10) Mustdjiris and (ii) Muttahidis are the names for all the 
tenures held on contract by professed mid<Me-men between the 
original landholder and the peasantry. Tnese two classes of rent- 
farms differ only in the extent of the area farmed, the status of a 
muttahid being higher than that of a mustdjir, A nmttahid is often 
the holder of a lease of a fargand; the term of his lease is usually 
nine years, and is never known J;o have exceeded twenty-one years. 
These tenures seem to be in accordance with old' unwritten custom, 
existing long before the commencement of the English rule. The 
origin of a muttahidi lease is often as follows : — ^After a zoMinddr 
has ^ven leases of his estate to several persons, he again wants to 
raise money. He then lets the whole estate to one person, who is 
called a muitwhid^ on the receipt of a fresh sum in ready cash, the 
smaller farmers paying their rents to the new lessee. Neither a 
muttahid nor a mustdjir can appoint or remove paiwdrisy mandats, 
or gordits ; nor can he dig tanks or cut down trees without the 
permission of the landholder. In fact, the difference between the 
rights of mustdjir s and muttahids and those of patniddrs and 
istimrdriddrs is, that the former cannot do any act the effect of 
which may last beyond the term of the lease, while the latter occupy 
exactly the place of the zaminddr. 

(12) Gdchbandi is the name of a tenure which is very commonly 
met with in pargcmd Surjyapur, and almost nowhere else. It was in 
force there from before the time of the Permanent Settlement, and 
owes its origin to the reclamation of the jungle lands taken from the 
Nep^lis about the middle of the eighteenth century. In this 
tenure the landholder lets a piece of land in farm for from five to 
seven years, for a fixed sum, without any assessment founded on the 
ascertained capabilities of the fields composing it, or on their area. 
In process of time these farms, as, in the English sense, they may 
be called, came to be grouped into tdluks. The landholder, there- 
fore, has now to deal either directly or indirectly with two classes of 
"holders, known as mustdjirs and mdlgdzdrs. The former take leases 
of tdiuks. The latter lease, single gdchs, which are then called 
khdrijd or neajdt khdna^ gtUhs—iiiSit is, separated from the tdluks. 
The gdchddr^ who is generally a resident of the village, sublets the 
lands to thikdddrs or kdldits^ who are also of the same village, keep- 
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ing in his own possession a portion of the lands, which he ^Itivates 
with hired labour. From the Road Cess Records it appears that 
there are 944 tndlgiizdrsy and 132 vtusidjirsy in Surjyapur, holding 
directly from the zaminddrs. The maiguzdrs assess the rent cm the 
lands let to thikdddrs or kdldiis, not by ascertaining the area held by 
each, but by the quantity of seed required to be sown in each field ; 
for instance, if a field requires 8 sers or 16 lbs. of seed, it will pay 
ordinarily 8 dnnd^ or one shilling in rent. This has been found in. 
practice to be nearly equivalent to one rupee per standard bt^hd^ 
or 6s. an acre. The immediate jobholders of the mustdjirs are 
called mdlgdzdrsy as well as gdchddrs. 

(13) Resumed Jdgir Lands are only found in the pargands 
situated along the Nep£l frontier, — Srfpur, Fathipur Singhid, and 
Sult^pur. They were originally rent-free, and were given for the ' 
performance of certain services, such as the prevention of the in- 
cursions of wild elephants, pigs, and tigers, coming from the Murang 
or tardi upon the cultivated lands of the District. They were 

..‘held by people of the Rdjbansf caste, who were called sarddrs. 
When the performance of the service for which the lands were 
granted was no longer required, the holders were assessed with 
rent. This took place before the Decennial Settlement The 
following are the largest Jdgirs in the District : — (1) Jdgir Padampur, * 
in pargand Fathipur Singhid, paying a rent of x6s. od., and 
still in the hands of sarddrs. (2) Jdgfr Putimdrf, in Sripur; rent, 
no longer held by the descendants of the original grantee, 
having been bought by a Muhammadan. (3) Jdgir Phikd, in Sultdn- 
pur ; rent, 1 10 ; now held by Mr. Forbes, who bought it at an 
auction sale in execution of a Civil Court decree. A considerable 
jdgir WQS attached to T^uk Ramdi, in pargand Sultdnpur, called Tdluk 
Piprd, and was conferred on one Mir Sdyyid Ali, a native of Gdlastdn 
in Persia, in consideration of his keeping up a bod v of men for guard- 
ing the northern frontier. The total number of jagirs shown by the 
Road Cess Records is 41, of which 35 are in pargand Surjyapur. Of 
these the largest are— (i) Jhutdkhar ; rent, £1^, 12s. od. (2) Shdp- 
nikld ; rent, £Z, i6s. lo^d. (3) Dhanigdon; rent, £1, 14s. 3d. (4) 
Ddhdsadhd; rent, 13s. 6d. (5) Panah Mauzd; rent, £\., 14s. gd. 

All of these seem rather to have been given by the zaminddrs to old 
servants as rewards for past services, than with the object of securing 
new dependents. 

( 14) Kdmat is the mame given to the lands which the zaminddr, 



S24 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF FURNIAH. 

or other superior landholder, retains for his private use, and which he 
cultivates either by hired labour or by tenants-at-wilL Such lands 
are called kkdmdr in the east of the District 

(15) Jdt /amd is the general name for the holding of an ordinary 
cultivator. In Pumiah District fixity of tenure attaches to most of 
these holdings. Occupancy as they are called, are hereditary 
but not transferable, except with the consent of the superior holder. 

(15) Fdlhasli J 6 t is a species of occupancy rayati^ or cultivat- 
ing tenure, prevalent on the banks of the Eliisi and the Ganges in 
the pargands of Dharmpur, Garhi, Chak DiMwari, and K^lnkjol, but 
unknown in other parts of the District Its peculiarity is that the 
jamd or rent is ascertained every year after the measurement of the 
lands cultivated, according to the current rates, called berd^ for each 
crop, which are given subsequently under the head of Rates of Rent 
The measurement is made after the crop is reaped, and is generally 
carried on from the month of January (M^h) to March (Chaith) 
by an amin or surveyor on behalf of the landlord, and the village 
paiwdru in the presence of the cultivator. If the landlord fail to 
measure the lands after the crops have been cut, and ascertain the 
rent according to the nature of the crop grown on each plot, he can 1 

recover only as much rent as he got in the previous year. If he ! 

neglects to measure the land for a number of years in the same way, ‘ 

he can claim only the rent of the year in which the lands were last i 

measured. The rent of each holding is fluctuating, and increases or de- ; 

creases every year according to the area cultivated. If a tenant holds | 

30 acres and cultivates only 20, allowing the rest to remain fallow, he 
pays rent for the cultivated 20 acres according to the crop sown in ! 

them,* and for the fallow land he pays at the rate which he had paid : 

for the same land in the previous year, or according to the rate for 
fallow land specified in his lease, when there is a condition to that 
effect. Even if the whole 30 acres be left fallow, in which case the i 

landlord receives very little rent, he cannot let the lands to another, J 

nor demand more for the fallow than the lease or the customary rate F 

or hrd allows. The tenure is not generally transferable by sale, 1 

unless there is a special custom to that effect in the village in which | 

the land lies. Several tenures of this kind are, however, known to I 

have been sold in execution of Civil Court decrees. They can be j 

sublet, but this is not generally done. The holders are usually t 

Brihmans,' Rajputs, and the members of the higher castes, as well 
as Musalm^ns. Few or none of the lower castes hold these tenures, j 
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which are considered to be of old origin. Now-a-aays, on the banks 
of the Ganges and the Kiisi, numbers of non-resident rayats^ known 
as doPivdrs^ principally from Bhdgalpur District, take hdlhasli jots 
as yearly tenants. In such cases the holdings, owing to the changes 
in the course of the river, are not the same from year to year. 
Rent is paid according to the and the tenants acquire no rights 
in the land. The original cultivators tenure in Dharmpur was bhaoli^ 
that is to say, rent was paid in kind, half the produce generally 
going, to the zaminddr. I find from the letters of the Collector to the 
Board of Revenue, before the period of the Permanent Settlement, 
that the rent in kind was then being gradually altered into a money 
rent by the zaminddri amlds or managers, in collusion with the rayafs. 
It was about this time that the hdlhasli system came into existence. 
The whole of the great Dharmpur pargand is the property of the 
Mahdidjd of Darbhangah, and is at present under the Court of Wards, 
by whom it has been proposed to change the system to one of pay^ 
ment according to the quality of the land, on the ground that the 
zaminddr is completely at the mercy of the rayat^ who may < ultivate 
as much or as little of his jot as he likes, and pay accordingly. ’Ihe 
system requires the zaminddr to keep up a large establishment to 
measure the land every year, in order to ascertain what crops ate 
grown, and to assess rent accordingly. It is said to give rise to un- 
limited speculation and dishonesty on the part of the subordinates, 
and is altogether a most unsatisfactory and difficult system to work. 

Some other tenures exist on this estate which ;resemble the hdl- 
hash form of holding, but still differ t.^oentially from it The manner 
of rent collection in Dharmpur most in vogue, next to that just men- 
tioned, is' called the jbtjamdj under which the rent is collected at 
hdlhasli rates, but the rayat selects whatever land he likes for 
cultivation, the boundaries of his holding not being shown in the 
zaminddri papers. This is the system which now prevails in Bha- 
w^nfpur, the most eastern of the three Subdivisions included in the 
pargand, and in some parts of Gondwdri, but not in Bfrnagar. The 
origin of the system is easily explained. The river Kusi, after cover-- 
ing vast tracts of land with sand, and rendering them uninhabitable 
and uncultivable, takes some new direction, and in course of years 
this land again becomes fit for cultivation ; the villagers return, and 
break up patches here and there, and their rent is assessed according 
to the nature and extent of their cultivation. It is necessary to 
assess low rates, in order to attract cultivators. In course of time 
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these disconnected patches become well-defined jbU^ and are entered 
in the village books against the names of the cultivators. As the land 
is reclaimed from jungle, and cultivation advances, the villages adopt 
the hdlhasli system instead of the jbtjamd. Such has been the case 
in Gondwani. As soon as the villages are destroyed by the Kdsi 
■ and relapse into jungle, the hdlhasli system gives way to the jot- 
jamd^ as is the case in Bhawdnipur, and will probably soon be the 
case in Birnagar, the most western Subdivision. There are one 
or two other systems of collections which are rare, and appertain 
either to single villages or individual cases. One is called hdrhira^ 
^vhich is really a jbtjamd held at the same rates for all lands brought 
under cultivation, irrespective of the kind of crop. A second is 
known as mushaksi^ and is equivalent to an ordinary lease of an 
uncertain quantity of land at a fixed rental, payable whether all or 
any part of the land is cultivated or not. 

(16) Knlditi is the name of the lowest class of tenures in 
Purniah, the holders being the nearest approach to *tenants-at-will 
of which the District affords example. It is divided into two kinds, 
according to the manner of payment of rent — {d) Nakdi^ in which 
tlie rent is paid in money; and (b) Fhaolt, in which it is paid in 
kind. Again, under hhaoH knlditi there are two descriptions — (i)- 
Adhidj in which the tenants give half the actual producevof the 
lands to the landlord; and (2) Xutbandi, where they contract to 
pay such fixed quantity of the produce as may be previously agreed 
upon, whatever the actual yield of the lands may be. The number 
of each of these classes of 7 'ayats cannot be ascertained from the 
Road Cess Returns. 

(17) The Goldganj Jamd arises in the following manner : — Golds 
or granaries are built on the banks of the Kdsi and the Ganges 
during the four months from November to April, when trade is most 
active. Rice and other country produce are stored in them till 
exported, and the laud on which golds are built is let on lease. 
I'his may be called an aratddri tenure. 

(18) Hdi Jamd is a lease granting the right of collecting groundT 
rent fr-om shopkeepers and others in a market-place. The term 
is generally held for five' years. The Phalbaria Jidt near ihz town of 
Kdsbd, in pargand Hdveli, in the zamindari of Xvdi Dhsnpat Sinh, 
has hten let in perpetuity on a species of /ct/ni tenure. 

(3 9) Kdshchan is the tenure under which land is let for grazing 
bmialoes and other cattle from the month of Januar)^ to June. It 
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is found in Bamdahd, in Dharmpur, and in Kdnlcjol and Katiydr; 
where there are large pasture grounds. 

(20) Ramnd is a similar holding for grazing cattle from May and 
June to October. The zaminddrs sometimes keep ramnds under 
rheir direct management, and let them from year to year. In 
kdshchari lands the long grass -known as kd$h is grown, and in 
ramnds the short soft grass known as ddh. 

There are a number of revenue and rent-paying incorporeal rights 
which may be most fitly described here, although they cannot in some 
cases be accurately defined as tenures ; — (i) Jalkar Jamd^ or fishery, 
requires no special notice in Purniah, being simply the right to fish. 
The holder of a jalkar^ when he is of low caste, is called a mahdlddr. 
The total number of jalkars included in the assessments of the Per- 
manent Settlement was 41, and their gross rental 4,778 rupees, 
3:2s. 4d. The names of the three largest are: — ^Jalkar 
Nagar, in farga 7 id Dharmpur, producing a gross profit of ^^82, 
17s. 6d. ; Jalkar Balgar, in K.adb£, producing a profit of ^£35, 
15 s. od.; and Jalkar Shahnagar and Kamalpur, in Badaur, producing 
13 s. 8d. In the case of A. J. P'orbes, of pargand SuMnpur, 
versus Mfr Muhammad Husdin and others, it was decided by the 
Privy Council that jalkar^ or the right of fishery, may exist in India 
as an incorporeal hereditament, and as a right to be exercised upon , 
the land of another. (2) Ghdt Jamd is the right to ply ferry-boats 
on navigable rivers. Two tenures of this class have been let in 
patni^ — one, Ghdt Duldlganj, on the Mahdnandd, near the 
market of that name, and the other, Ghdt Manvdf, in pargunk 
near Ekambd. (3) Bankar Jamd isfbund only m pargand Kdnkjol, 
and is a lease of land containing wood for fuel. I'hese leases are all 
small, such as Bankar Amaddbdd, paying a rent of isr-, od, ; 
Bankar Taraf Nardyanpur, paying a rent of 8s. od. ; and 
Chandipur, paying a rent of i, 4s. od. (4) Phalhar Jamd is a 
lease allowing the holder to collect the fruits grown in certain areas 
of country. Their value is insignificant, as in the instances of the 
Tnxaf Bdghar, in pargand Kdnkjol, yielding los. rent, and Phalkar 
Durgapur, in pargand Hdveli, yielding 3s. 6d. rent. {5) Jamd 
Shahid is a similar lease granting the right to collect honey. There 
is one lease of this kind in pargand Kumdripur, called Phulhdrd. 
(6) Jamd Singhoti is a lease entitling the holder to le\7 a certain 
tax from the sellers or purchasers of cattle at markets within the 
area he* contracts for. Two such tenures e^ist — at Kdnfganj, in 
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H^Veli, yielding ■ a rent of 14s. ; and Gauri^ m Dharmpur, 

17 s. 6d. (7) Jamd CMtkv gives the holder the right to take 

tolas ox dues (literally, a handful of the commodity taxed) from 
the petty defers at markets who pay no ground rent. There is 
one at Pulsa, in pargand Kumdripur, leased out at 7 s. 6d. per 
annum. • (8) Kaydli Jamd is a lease given by the proprietor ol* 
a market, conferring the right to be the weighman in considera- 
tion of a certain annual payment. All sales and purchases of 
commodities must be made through the weighman so appointed, 
who usually charges one pice or half a pice in the rupee (| to 
per cent) on the value of the article weighed. This lease is 
found in pargands Katiydr, Kum^ripur, Kdnkjol, Kadb^, H^veli, 
SuMnpur, and Sripur. The kaydls or weighmen axe generally of the 
Sunri or Tell caste. 

Rent-free Holdings. — The second class of tenures prevailing 
in Pumiah District are Idkhirdj^ or rent-free holdings. Amongst 
these must be enumerated six estates, which formerly paid 9s. 6d, 
in revenue, the Government claim on which has been sold to 
the proprietors, the price realized being 7s. sd. These were 
all revenue-free estates in Dharmpur, assessed about 1840 under 
the Resumption Law, in consequence of some invalidity in the 
grants creating them. There are 211 tenures entered in the 
Collectoris register of revenue -free estates - in - chief. They are 
situated as follows: — In Dharmpur, 63 ; in Sripur, 62; in Badaur, 
21 ; in H^veli) 17 ; in SuMnpur, 13 ; in Fathipur Singhiii, ii ; in 
Surjyapur, 8 ; in Hatandi, 2 ; in T^jpur, 2 ; in Terakhardd, i ; in 
Pawikh^H, I ; in Asj^, 2 ; in Gagrd, i ; in Kadb^ i ; in Katiyar, i ; 
in Kumdripur, 5. The total area of these 21 1 revenue-free estates 
is 60,273 highds^ or nearly 31,000 acres, equal to 48*44 square 
miles. The estimated rental is ;^383o. 

* The Road Cess returns show that the number of rent-free 
tenures or milks^ as they are called in Purniah District, held from 
tenants-in-chief of the State, are as follow : — In Dharmpur, 6041 ; 
in H^veli and SuMnpur, 4,222 ; in Sripur, 1,036 ; in Td.jpur, 726 ; 
in Surjyapur, 663 ; in Badaur, 579 ; in Kadb^, 426 ; in Katiyar, 216 ; 
in Kankjol, 210; in Fathipur Singhid, 187; in A^‘d, 177; in 
Terakhardd, 159; in Pawakhali, 123; in Kumdripur, loi; in Mal- 
daw^r, 97; in Burigangal, 21; in Kholr^ i8j in Shdhpur, 12; in 
Gagr£, 12 ; In Garhi, 6. The estimated rental of the 15,032 inilks 
is 5,409, 2S. od. The area is about 180 square miles. These 
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returns do not show the nature of these holdings, of which some 
idea may be formed from the following list, which has been pre- 
pared by Bdbu Rajanindth Chattarji from the registers drawn up 
under the provisions of Regulation xix. of 1793., It is evident that 
these grants were made almost entirely from religious or charitable 
motives,, a practice which still continues, though in a very limited 
degree. 

(i) Brdhmottar ; estates granted rent-free to Brdhmans for their 
support and that of their descendants, either as a reward for their 
sanctity and learning, or to enable them to devote themselves to- 
religious duties and education; 4025 in number. (2) Vishndprit ; 
lands granted for the maintenance of temples dedicated to Vishnu ; 
3195 in number. (3) Sivotfar ; for the maintenance ortemples dedi- 
cated to Siva; 183 in number, (4) Debottar is land granted rent- 
free, the proceeds of which are appropriated to the worship and 
support of Hindu idols and temples; 182 in number, (5) KdlipiUjd ; 
lands granted for the worship of Kdlf ; 48 in number, (6) Mahdt- 
irdn, or lands granted for the settlement of deserving men other 
thah Brahmans, or to enable private persons to carry out works of 
public utility ; 47 in number. (7) Bhdtottdr estates, granted for the 
support of Bh^ts, who record genealogies ; 66 in number. (8) 
Thdkurbdri estates, granted for the support or erection of Hindu 
places of worship ; 23 in number. (9) Nazar Baidyandth Ji; a 
gift or grant of land made for the worship of Siva, under the name of 
Baidyanith ; 5 in number. (10) Bhawdni Bdjd; a grant of land 
for the maintenance of the goddess Bhawdni, another name of KdK ; 
I in number, (i.i) Madad-mdsh are lands granted" rent-free for the 
support of learned or pious Muhammadans ; 1393 in number. (12) 
Indmat or Indm ; lands given by the zaminddrs or dmils as a favour; 
469 in number. (13) Imdmhqrd ; lands given for the maintenance 
of an imdmbdrd or place of worship, used particularly at the time of 
the Muhafram festival ; 5 5 in number. (14) Tairi-Khuddkhdnd ; lands 
given for the site of a Musalmdn place of worship ; 42 in number. {15) 
Nazar Khudd; land given by Muhammadans in honour of the One 
God, and to support his worship; 40 in number. (16) Hibandma ; 
lands held under a regular deed of gift ; 8 in number, (i 7) Eakirdna; 
lands given for the support of fakirs or mendicants ; 8 in numben 

(18) Jndyat ; lands given to favourites or old servants ; 4 in number, 

(19) Tasadak; allowance given by the State to a temple or religious 
establishment; 2 in number. (20) Ndzar Imdni Husain; grant 
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made to an establishment dedicated to Im^m Husain; 35 in 
number. (21) Mudf ; a grant of land exempted from revenue or 
rent on, the authority of the N^zim; 3429 in number. (22) Khaif^dt; 
land given rent-free expressly as charity to a deserving object ; 1999 
in number. (23) Milk; a general name for rent-free tenures 
where their origin is uncertain or undefined ; 594 in number. (24) 
Ldkhirdj\ or more properly hahdli Idkhirdj^ are those tenures which 
were exempted ftom payment of revenue or rent under the pro- 
visii^^ns of Regulation xix. and xxxvii. of 1793 ; 445 number. 
(25) Sdrath Hal is the land held by a milkddryAiO has lost his 
title-deed, in virtue of a certificate from the kdzi^ stating that he has 
been in the enjoyment of the land rent-free ; 189 in number. (26) 
Kabdla means a deed of sale, and signifies that the rent has been 
remitted on payment of a lump sum of money, in the same manner 
as has b^en done in English times in the case of petty estates; 75 
in number. (27) Baindma means also a deed of sale, and would 
seem to be of the same origin as the above; i in number. (28) 
Chakbornd is a service tenure granted to the minor villagei ofiEcial, 
called a chaMaddr^ for determining the limits or boundaries of all 
village areas; 12 in number. (29) Jdgir; a grant of land made as a 
reward for some service, and generally held rent-free only for life, 
but which has become hereditary in many cases; 9 in number. 
(30) Sanad means a deed of gift, the natur-.. of which cannot be 
made out, but it is probable that it owes its origin to Dehli ; i in 
number. (31) Malikdna ; land given to a landholder or zaminddr^ 
who has for some reason been prevented from settling for his estates, 
for his maintenance, and in consideration of his proprietary right,; 
I in nurnbe. 

Ldkhirdj lands are most numerous in pargands Dharmpur, Sultdn- 
pur, Sripur, and Ha\eli, wdiich have been the property of Hindu 
and absentee zaminddrs. Resumptions of ldkhirdj lands were made 
before the Decennial Settlement ; they are known as bdzidfti^ and have 
been annexed to the rent-paying lands of the zaminddr. It was not, 
however, till between 1836 and 1846 that Government appointed 
special officers for the purpose of examining the titles on wdiich these 
tenures were held, with the result, as stated in a previous page, that 
1550 estates, with a revenue of ;^'9956, 15s. o|d., and covering a 
total area of 268,425 acres or 419*41 square miles, w^ere added to 
the revenue-roll. As far as can be gathered from the records, it 
appears that the zaminddrs did make much effort to resume 
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mvalid rent-free holdings. During the two years from 1859 to i860, 
983 resumption cases- were instituted in the Collector's Court, of 
which 735 were brought by the landlord ofpargands Haveli, Srfpur, 
Katiydr, and Kumdripur ; 186 were brought by Mr. Forbes, who 
purchased Sultdnpur from Prablp Sinh ; and 3 1 were brought by 
the Darbhangah Rdj. Of the cases instituted, 293 were decreed in 
favour of the plaintiffs, and the rest were struck off. After 1861, the 
jurisdiction in resumption matters was transferred to the Civil Courts. 
The reason that the zaminddrs did not more largely avail themselves 
of the benefit conferred by the resumption laws seems to be, that 
these rent-free grants were very rarely given in consideration of 
money, but from pious motives or with some religious or charitable 
object, which purchasers by private sales or at auction for revenue 
arrears — Hindus as well as Muhammadans — generally respected until 
about forty years ago, when some Bengalis, having become zaminddrs^ 
braved the opinion of their countrymen and began to exercise 
resumption rights. The general belief among the people of the 
District, however, is that many of these tenures were fraudulently 
created and are invalid. 

Rates of Rent, — The following information concerning the 
rates of rent prevalent in each of the pargands in Purniah District 
was specially returned in August 1 87 2 by the Collector. It is founded 
on detailed inquiries made by the executive officers of the District, 
under orders of the Government of Bengal dated the 4th June of that 
year. In reporting on this subject, the Collector notices several 
points, all of which have been taken into consideration in drawing 
up the statements, and which render absolutely accurate returns 
almost an impossibility. In the first place, the size of the highd 
varies in the District from 1225 square yards, when measured with 
the three and a half cubit pole, to 8100 square yards, when measured 
with the nine cubit pole. Between these two extremes, as many 
as nineteen different-sized highds are known. They vary not only 
in different pargands^ but in different parts of the same pargand. 
It is even found that in the same village different kinds of land 
are measured by poles of different lengths. The most common 
kinds of lighd axe those measured, with the six cubit and the four 
and a half cubit pole, covering respectively 3600 and 2025 square 
yards. In my account of the local measures of the District I 
have given all the standards in use in each of the pargands. 
Under the present head I can only give rato for th^ bighd most 
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in use in each. Besides the system of rents founded on the 
nature and richness of the soil and its area, there is another much 
followed in the south-west of the District, called hdlhasli^ under 
which rent is assessed according to the crop grown on the land. 
An account of this system has found a more appropriate place 
under * Tenures.’ The Collector thinks that these two forms of 
assessment are in reality the same, as it is generally very well known 
what kind of crop will grow in each field. There is another system 
in force, however, which is very difficult to reduce to any principle. 
In many villages a high-caste cultivator pays much less than a low- 
caste man for the same kind of land. In the northern _pargands a 
further difficulty is added by the gdchhandi tenure, under which plots 
of land, varying from a few acres to ten or twelve villages, are leased 
for a lump sum, the amount of which is regulated by a variety of 
considerations, such as the caste and character of the tenant, local 
advantages of road and river communication, and proximity to 
markets. 

Pargand Asja: with measuring poles in use of 4, S, and 6 
cubits, or 6, and 9 feet, and customary Ugh&s of i6qo, 2500, 
and .3600 square yards, or *330, *516, and *744 of an acre. Balud^ 
or sandy soil, suited for the cultivation of rice and mustard, and 
yielding four or five mans of rice and two mans of mustard per 
Ughd^ pays rent at one rupee the local higkd^ or 3s. gfd. per acre. 
Doras, or earthy soil mixed with sand, producing kkesdri, wheat, 
linseed, and gram, and yielding a crop of two mans, pays rent at 
the rate of one rupee the local bighd, or 3s. pfd. an acre, 

Pargand Badaur : with a measuring pole in use of 4^ cubits, 
or 6 feet 9 inches, and a customary bighd of 2023 square yards, or 
^418 of an acre. Matty dr, or first quality land, mostly cultivated in 
rice, and producing three mans per bighd, is assessed at one rupee 
per local bighd, or 4s. lo^d. an acre. Second quality land, yielding 
one man and two sers of rice per bighd, pays rent at 8 dnnds the 
local bighd, or 2s. s|d. an acre. Third quality land, growing mustard 
at one man and ten strs per bighd, is assessed at 6 dnnds local 
jbighd, or is. pfd. per acre. Balud or fourth quality land, yielding 
one man of rice or mustard per bighd, pays a rent of 4 dnnds a bighd, 
or IS. 2|d. an acre. 

Pargand Burigangal : with a measuring pole of 4 cubits, or 6 
feet, and a customary bighd of 1600 square yards, or *330 of an acre. 
The rates are extremely low. varying from i dnnd or .i^ per local 
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highdy or 4|d. per acre, to i i j, and 2 dnnds. . Most of the land 

is waste, or produces grass very sparsely. 

Pargand Chak Dilawari : with a measuring pole in use of 
4|- cubits, or 6 feet 9 inches, and a customary bighd of 2025 square 
yards, or -418 of an acre. All soils, — dhaur, or medium land, grow- 
ing mustard — khdl^ very low land, producing pulses — baisundar, on 
which khesdri is the main crop — and balud, or sandy land, growing 
wheat and linseed, — and all yielding on an average two mans out- 
turn, are assessed at a rate varying from 3 to 1 2 dnnds a bighd^ or 
from 9d. to 3s. 6|d. an acre. 

- Pargand Dilawarpur : with a measuring pole in use of 4^ 
cubits, or 6 feet 9 inches, and a customary b/gM of 2025 square 
yards, or *418 of an acre. Matiydr^ or a loamy soil, growing rice or 
mustard, and yielding three to four mans of rice and ten to fifteen 
mans of mustard per bighd, pays rent varying from 2 dnnds to 14 
dnnds the local big/id, or from 6|d. to 4s. 3|d.’ an acre. 

Pai'gand Dharmpur : with a measuring pole in use of 6 cubits, 
.or 9 feet, and a customary bighd of 3600 square yards, or 744 of 
in acre. The rates of rent in this pargand vary to a peculiar extent, 
and formed the subject of a special report in 1875 by the Deputy- 
Commissioner of Wards’ Estates in the Patnd Division, to which, 
as an appanage of the Darbhangah "Ri), the Dharmpur pargand is 
subordinate. This estate is divided into three'^parts, called zilds, 
namely, Bimagar to the north-west, Bhaw^nlpur to the south of 
Bfrnagar, and Gondw^r^ to the east. The whole of this tract of 
country has suffered at various times fi-om the" destructive inroads 
of the Kdsi river. During the present century the river has gradu- 
ally been working its way to the west, and has destroyed the best 
iands of Bhaw^nipur. Some ten or twelve years ago it began to 
attack Bimagar, where some of the largest villages have recently 
been cut away. As an instance of the irresistible violence and 
destructive power of the stream, it may be mentioned that an mdigo 
factory, built some four years ago at Tripaniyd in Bimagar, is now 
covered with sand up to the very tops of the chimneys. Unlike 
the river Ganges, which spreads over the land a fertilizing deposit 
of muddy silt, the river Kiisi, sweeping down through the hills 
from the water-sh.ed of Mount Everest, brings vast.volumes of sand, 
which it heaps over tl\e surface of the country, destroying the pro- 
ductive , power of the land, choking the wells, and driving the 
villagers from their homesteads. It takes half a century before 
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this sand is fit for even the poorest cultivation. To these circum> 
stances the varying rates of rent and the dilferent systems of collec- 
tion are primarily attributable, but they are in part also due to the 
fact that the Darbhangah Rajas never visit this portion of their pro- 
perty, as they consider it unlucky to cross the Kdsi. The collections 
have been left entirely in the hands of underlings, who have sought 
their own profit at the expense of their masters. The following are 
some instances of the great variation in rates even for the same land 
in the same village. In the village of Kishnapur Behdni, near Kara- 
goM, the rates in the eastern told or ward Banichak are — for sdli, 
or land yielding two crops annually, 6 dnnds per local highd. or 
2s, 3d. per acre \ for chau77ids or lands 3delding one crop, usually a 
rich crop, as wheat, barley, oats, etc,, 5 dnnds per local bighd^ or 
IS. io|d. per acre; for ja?igld^ or lands growing pulses of sorts, 4 
dnnds per bighd^ or is. 6d. an acre. In the western iold Kahalg^on, of 
the same village, the rates are — ^for sdli^ 8 dnnds per local bigbd, 
or 3s. an acre; for chatinids^ 6 dnnds per local highd^ or 2s, 3d. an 
acre; jangld^ 4 dnnds per local higlui, or is. 6d. an acre. These 
are the rents paid to the landlord-in-chief. In the neighbouring 
villages, for lands of precisely the same quality and possessing similar 
advantages, the tstmrdriddr,z subordinate tenure-holder, collects from 
his under-tenants at the rate of one rupee per bighd or 6s. an acre 
all round, which they are said to pay willingly. The Manager is of 
opinion that, as a rule, the higher the rate the better the cultivation. 
Another instance is afforded by the rates paid in BishnuauM, a 
village in the northern part of Gondwdrl These are — for salt 
land, 8 djmds a bighd^ or 3s. an acre ; for heii^ or land yielding one 
crop of rice, 6 dnnds a bighd^ or 2s. 3d. an acre ; for mochrd or low 
rice land, 5 dnnds a highd^ or is. lojd. an acre; for ropd^ or land 
suited for transplanted rice, 4^ dnnds a bighd, or is. Sid. an acre ; 
for ehfasla land, 4 dnnds a bighd, or 6d. an acre ; for chau7nds land, 
dnnds a bighd, or is. 3f d. an acre ; for jangld land, 2 dnnds a bighd, 
or pd. an acre ; for indigo land, 4 dnnds a bighd, or is. fid. an acre; 
for bhdgat or garden land, 2 dnnds a bighd, or pd. an acre ; for ramnd 
or grazing land, J dnnd a bighd, or 2^d. an acre ; and for khar, or 
land growing thatching grass, i dnnd per bighd, or 4^(i an acre. 

In this village a farm measuring 524 bzghds, or 174*67 acres, pays 
only Rs. 61. 15. fi, or £6, 3s. iijd., as rent The rates at the 
village of Bh^teswarpur are — for katri lands, growing melons and 
cucumbers, Rs. 2, 8 per bighd, or 15s. an acre; for first quality or 
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sa/i -hxid, Rs. i. 2 per hgM, or 6s. 9d. an acre; for matiydr, or 
land growing indigo, linseed, etc., R. i per dighd, or 6s. an acre ; 
for hahuma or chaumds lands, 13 dnnds per biglid, or 4s. io|d. an 
acre; for balsuma during first year’s cultivation, 12 dn?ids per bigkd^ 
or 4s. 6d. an acre; for boro dhdn land, R. i per btghd^ or 6s. an 
acre. In this village no lands are rented at a lower rate than 1 2 
dnnds a bighd^ or 4s. 6d. an acre ; and the dotwdrs or outsiders who 
do not reside in the village, but come from other places to cultivate, 
pay at the rate of one rupee per bighd all round. In Maihna 
Chdndpur' a village to the south-east corner of the fargand^ the 
rates are — tarMii or vegetable land, 7 dfinds per bighd^ or 2s. 7 Jd. 
an acre ; sdli^ 6 dnnds a bighd, or 2s. 3d. an acre ; chaumds^ 4 dnnds 
per bighd, or is. 6d. an acre; jangld, or lands growing pulses of 
sorts, 3 dnnds per bighd, or is. i Jd. an acre. In Miikim Bhaw^fpur 
the rates are — kdkA tdrbnza, or land grown with cucumbers and 
melons, 15 dnnds per bighd, or 5s. 7|d. an acre; tarhdri or vegetable 
land, II dnnds per bighd, or 4s. ijd. an acre ; sail, or land yielding 
two crops annually, when above flood level, 8 to 9 dnnds per bighd, 
or from 3s. to 3s. 44d. an acre; sdli, when subject to inundation, 
6 dnnds per bighd, or 2s. 3d. an acre ; chaumds, when above flood 
level, .5 dnnds per bighd, or is. lojd an acre ^ chaumds, w'hen subject 
to inundation, 4 dfinds per bighd, or is. 6d. an 2xxt)jangld, when 
above flood level, 4 dnnds per bighd, or is. 6d. an acre \jangld, when 
subject to inundation, 3 dnnds per bighd, or is. i-|d. sin acre. In 
this, as in many other villages in the A^fgand, the rates of bUia or 
high land are higher than those of didrd or low land, although 
cultivated with the same crop. The Deputy-Commissioner seems 
to think that this great variation in rates is confined to Dharmpur. 
It may be true that in this pargand it is greater than in other parts 
of the District, but it is also the fact that very great variety may be 
observed in every other jbargand in Pumiah. 

Fargand Fathipur Singhia: with a meoburing pole in use of 
6 cubits, or 9 feet, and a customary bighd of 3600 square yards, or 
744 of an a;cre. In this pargand, rice, gram, wheat, mustard, and 
sugar-cane are grown, and yield from three to six mans per bighd. 
For all kinds a single rate of rent is charged, viz. Rs. i. 3. 4 
local 'bighd, or 3s. 5d. an acre. 

Fargand Garari : with a measuring pole in use of 5 c^its, or 
7J feet, and a customary bighd of 2500 square yards, or '516 an 
acre. Doras, or first quality land, is assessed at Rs. 2 per bighd, or 
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8s. i^d. an acre ; viatiydr^ or second quality land, is assessed at Rs. 
1. 4 per higM^ or 4s. 9d. an acre; third quality land, at Rs. i, 2 a 
highd^ or 4s. 3d. an acre ; halud^ or fourth quality land, at 12 dnnds^er 
hlghd, or 2S. lojd. an acre ; fifth quality land, at 4 dnnds per bighd, or 
ii:j;d. an acre. They, are all cultivated in rice, mustard, tobacco, 
and kdlthu • ^ 

Pargand Garhi : with a measuring pole in use of 4^ cubits, or 6 
feet 9 inches, and a customary of 2025 square yards, or *418 
of an acre. The soil is for the most part of a sandy description, and 
is cultivated in wheat, indigo, and barley, yrelding two mans per 
highd^ and assessed at 2 dnnds 6 pie per local Mghi^ or qd. an acre ; 
but land growing mustard, pulses, and peas, and 3delding one and 
three-quarter mans per Ughd^ pays a rent of 2 dnnds per local highd^ 
or. 7^d. an acre. 

Pargand Gagra : with a measuring pole in use of 4J cubits, or 
6 feet 9 inches, and a customary Ughd of 2025 square yards, or 
•418 of an acre*. Matty dr, or a loamy soil growing rice or mustard, 
and yielding three to four mans of rice and ten to fifteen mans of 
mustard per bighd^ pays rent varying from 2 dnnds to 14 dnnds the 
local bighd^ or from 6|d to 4s. 3|d. an acre. 

' Pargand Hatanda : with a measuring pole in use of 4 cubits, or 
6 feet, and a customary bighd of 1600 square yards,, or *330 of an 
acre. First quality land, growing rice, with an out-turn of six mans per 
bighd, is assessed at 12 dnnds per local bighd, or 3s. 6|d. an acre; 
second quality land, growing mustard, with an out-turn of four mans 
per bighd, is assessed at 10 dnnds per local bighd, or 2s. qfd. an acre; 
third quality land, growing khesdri, with an out-turn of three mans a 
bighd, is assessed at 6 dnnds per local bighd, or is. qfd. an acre; fourth 
quality land, growing wheat and peas, with an out-turn of two mans 
per bighd, is assessed - at 4 dnnds per local bighd, or ii^d. an acre ; 
and fifth quality land, growing thatching grass, is assessed at 2 dnnds 
per local bighd, or 6|d. an acre. 

Pargand Haveli Purniah : with measuring poles in use of 4I, 
5, and 6 cubits, or 6 feet 9 inches, 7 J feet, and 9 feet, and customary 
bighd of 2025, ‘2500, and 3, 600. square yards, or ‘418, *516, and 744 
of an acre. Doras, or first quality land, growing rice, pays rent from 
9 to II dnnds per bigM, or 2s. qfd, an acre; matiydr, or second 
quaUty land, growing mustard, pays rent from 6 to 3 dnnds 
bighd, or IS. 5|d. per acre ; third quality land, growing wtieat, pays 
rent at 5 dnnds per U^hd, or is. i|d. an acre ; fourth quality land, 
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growing kuUM^ pays rent from 3 to 4 dnnds per bighd^ or from 6d. 
to Ti|d. an acre; fifth quality land, growing thatching grass, pays 
rent at i dnnd per bighd^ or 2|d. an acre. 

Pargand Kadba : Every standard, from 3I to 9 cubits, is in force 
in different parts of this pargand ; but the 4^ cubit or 6 feet 9 
inches pole is the most prevalent, and gives a customary btghd of 
2025 square yards, or -418 of an acre. First quality land, growing 
rice, with an out-turn of six mans per Mgkd, is assessed at one 
rupee per local bighd^ or 4s. lojd. an acre; second quality land, 
growing mustard, with an out-turn of four mans per bigkd, is 
assessed at 8 dhnds per local bighd^ or 2s. 4^d. an acre; third 
quality land, growing khesdri^ with an out-turn of three mans a 
bighd, is assessed at 4 dnnds per local bighd^ or is. an acre ; 
fourth quality land, growing wheat and peas, with an out-turn of 
two mans per bigM, is assessed at 2 dnnds per local btghd, or 6|d. 
an acre. 

Pargand Kankjol : with a measuring pole in use of 4 cubits 
or 6 feet, and' a customary bighd of 1600 square yards, or *330 
of an acre; with a sandy soil {balud), sown in rice, pulses, 
gram, peas, mustard, barley, khesdri, and wheat, and yielding — 
rice, two mans three sers per bighd — mustard, one man ten scrs 
per bighd — gram, peas, and kaldi, three mans per bighd — and 
paying rent from 4 to 8 dnnds per local bighd, or from .iijd. to 
IS. ii|d. an acre; 

Pargand Kasimpur : with a measuring pole in use of 4J cubits, 
or 6 feet 9 inches, and a cnstcfmaxy , btghd of 2025 square yards, 
01-418 of an acre. Matiydr, a loamy soil, growing rice or mustard, 
and yielding three to four mans of rice and ten to fifteen mans of 
mustard per bighd, pays rent varying from 2 to 12 dnnds the local 
bighd, or 3s. yfd an acre. 

Pargand Katiyar : Every standard, from to 7^ cubits, is in 
force in different parts of this pargand ; but the 6 cubits or 9-feet 
pole is the most prevalent, and gives a customary bighd of 3600 
square yards, or *744 of an acre. First quality land, growing rice, 
and giving an out-turn of six mans per bighd, pays rent at R. i per 
local bighd, or 2s* 8|d. an acre ; second quality land, growing mus- 
tard, and giving an out-turn of four mans per bighd, pays rent at S 
dnnds^OT local bighd, or is. 4-J^d, an acre ; third ciualitY land, growing 
khesdri, and giving an out-turn of three mans per bighd, pays rent at 3 
dnnds per local bighd, or 6d. an acre; fourth quality land, growing. 

VOL. XY. y 
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wheat, and giving an out-turn of two mans per MgM, pays rent at 2 
dnnds per local Mg/id, or 4jd. an acre. 

Pargand Kholra : with measuring poles in use of 4^ and 5 
cubits, or 6| and 7^ ftet, and customary highds of 2025 and 2500 
square yards, or *418 and *516 of an acre. Balsimdar^ a soil in 
which sand prevails, cultivated in aghani rice, mustard, wheat, and 
tobacco; and ddnga^ or high land, cultivated in hemp, hhadai rice, 
and sugar-cane, are assessed at from 4 dnnds to Rs. 1* 8 per. local, 
highd^ or from is. 2-|d. to 6s. iijd. an acre. 

Pargand Kharba: with a measuring pole in use' of 4^ cubits or 
6 feet 4^ inches, and a customary highd of 1806 square yards, or 
•373 of an acre. The soils in this pargand are matiydr, or loamy, 
and ^alud, or sandy soil. Both are cultivated in rice, and are 
assessed at from 2 dnnds to 1 2 dnnds per local IfigM, or from 6|d. 
to 3s. gd. an acre. 

Pargand Kumaripur: Every standard, from to 7| cubits, js in 
force in different parts in this pargand ; but the cubits or 6* feet 
9 inches pole is the most prevalent, and gives a customary bighd of 
2025 square yards, or *418 of an acre. First quality land, growing rice, 
and yielding live mans a Mghd, pays rent at 8 dnnds local highd ^ 
or 2S. 4jd. an acre ; second quality land, growing khesdri^ and yield- 
ing three mans a Ughd^ pays rent at 4 dnnds per local highd^ or is. 2^d. 
an acre ; third quality land, growing gram, and yielding two mans a- 
highd^ pays rent at 2 dnnds per local highd^ or 6f d. an acre. 

Tappd Lakhpura : with a measuring pole in use of 4^ cubits or 
6 feet 9 inches, and a customary of 2025 square yards, or *418 of 

an acre. First quality land, cultivated in rice, and yielding four mans 
of rice per highd^ is assessed at 4 dnnds per local highd^ or is. 2|d. an 
acre; secondquality land, cultivated in khesdri, and yielding three mans 
per highd, is assessed at. 3 dnnds' local highd, or iijd. an acre ; 
third quality land, cultivated in peas, and yieldipg two mans -^ox highd, 
is assessed at 2 dnnds per local highd, or 7^d. an acre ; fourth quality 
land, cultivated in mustard, and yielding one man twenty sers per 
highd, is assessed at from i dnnd to 2 dnnds per local highd, or from 
4jd. to 7id. an acre. 

Pargand Mahinagar : with a measuring pole of 4J cubits or 6 
feet 9 inches, and a customary highd of 2025 square yards, or 
*418 of an acre. Doras, or first quality land, yielding rice, pays a 
rent of 12 dnnds per local highd, or 3s. 6|d. an acre; maiiydr, or 
second quality land, yielding mustard, pay^ a rent of“8 dnnds per,. 
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local bighd,, or 2S. 4^d, an acre ; third quality land, yielding wheat, 
pays a rent of 6 dmds per local btgM, or is. gd, an acre ; halud.'m 
fourth quality land, yielding khesdri^ pays a rent of 4 dnnds per local 
Mghd^ or IS. 2:|'d. an acre. 

Fargand Maldawar ; with a measuring pole in use of 4\ cubits 
or 6 feet 9 inches, and a customary Inghd of 2025 square yards, or 
*418 of an acre. Sdli^ or first quality land,* growing rice, and yield- 
ing five mms per local highd; second quality land, growing khesdri, 
and yielding two mans per bighd; and tarkdri^ or third quality land, 
growing mustard and potatoes, and yielding five mans per bighd^ 
are all assessed at from E.. i to 4 djtnds per local highd. 

Fargand Pawakhali : with a measuring pole in use of 6 cubits 
or 9 feet, and a customary highd of 3600 square yards, or 744 of an 
acre. First quality land, yielding mustard, sugar-cane, tobacco, and 
hemp, pays rent at R. i per local highd., or 5s. S^d. an acre; second 
quality land, yielding rice, pays rent at 1 2 dnnds per local highdi or 
2s. lojd. an acre ; third quality land, yielding kdiihi, pays rent at 6 
dnnds per local highd, or is. 9|d. an acre; fourth quality land, 
yielding thatching grass, pays rent at 4 d?tnds per local highd^ or'' 
ii:|-d. an acre. 

Fargand Sripur ; with measuring poles in use of 5 and 6 cubits, 
or 7^ feet and 9 feet, and customary bighds of 2500 and 3600 
square yards, or ‘516 and 744 of an acre. In this par^nd, rice, 
gram, wheat, mustard, and sugar-cane are grown, and yield from 
three to six mans per highd. For all a single rate of rent is charged, 
viz. Rs. I. 3. 4 per local highd, or 3s. 5d. an acre. ^ 

Fargand Su5yyAPUR ; with a measuring pole in use of 5 cubits or 
6 feet 9 inches, and a customary highd of 2500 square yards, or ’516 
of an acre. Doras, or first quality land, cultivated in mustard, sugar- 
cane, tobacco, and hemp, and yielding, per bighd — mustard, one man; 
tobacco, two mans ; and hemp, two mans — pays rent varying from 
Rs. I. 8 to Rs. 2 per local bighd, or 3s. 8|d. to 7s. io|d. an acre; 
matiydr, or second quality land, cultivated in rice, and yielding four 
mans per bighd, pays rent from R. i to Rs. i. 8 per local bighd, or 
from 3s. 9fd to 5s. 8|d. an acre; halsundar, or third quality land, 
cultivated in kufihh t).nd yielding two 7nans per bighd, pays rent 
varying from 4 to 8 annas per bighd, or from ii|d. to is. ii|d. an 
acre ; balud, or fourth quality land, grown only in grass for thatching 
purposes or grazing. 

Fargand Surtanpur : with a measuring pole in use of 6 cubits 
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or 9 feet, and a customary highd of 3600 square yards, or 744 of an 
acre. Sdli^ or first quality land, producing, per highd — four to seven 
mans^ rice \ one to two mans^ castor ; two to four mans^ jute ; one to 
two mans^ indigo; two to three mans^ wheat; and a half to one and a 
half mans^ pays rent varying from 4 dnnds pie to 8 dnnds 

per local Ughdy or from is. ijd. to 2s. od. an acre; hhauli^ or 
second quality land, producing, per highd — khesdri, one to thxQe mans; 
mustard, a half to one and a half man; linseed, a quarter to three- 
quarter man ; arhar^ a quarter to three-quarter man ; musdri, a quarter 
to three-quarter man ; and gram, one to three mans — ^pays rent from 
dnnds to 4 dnnds and 10^ pie per local highd^ or from 3d. to 9d. 
an acre ; jangld^ or third quality land, producingi2^//>^£, hhiimas, and 
kaldiy of each two mans per higM^ pays rent at 4 dnnds 9 pie per 
local highd, or is. i|d. an acre. 

Pargand Tajpur : every standard from 4^ to cubits is in use 
in different parts of this pafgand ; but the 4 and 5 cubits, or 6 feet and 
6 feet 9 inches, are most prevalent, and give a customary highd of 
1600 and 2500 square yards, or *330. and *516 of an acre; land 
cultivated in rice yielding four to five mansy and in mustard, wheat, 
and linseed producing two mans on an average, pays rent at H. i 
per local highd, or 3s, ri|d. per acre. 

Pargana Terakharda ; with a measuring pole in use of 6 cubits 
or 9 feet, and a customary highd of 3600 square yards, or 744 of an 
acre, Doras, or first quality land, producing vegetables and bamboos, 
pays a rent of Rs. 2. 8, o per local highd, or 6s. 9jd. an acre ; 
matiydr, or second quality land, producing hhadai and aghani rice, 
hemp, and mustard, pays a rent of Rs. i. 4 per local highd, or 
3$. 5d. an acre ; third quality land, producing hhadai crops, pays 
rent at 12 dnnds per local h^hd, or 2s. ojd. an acre; fourth quality 
land, producing arhar, kdlthi, and kaldi, pays rent at 9 dnnds per 
local highd, or is. 6d. an acre; halud, orfifth quality land, producing 
MUhi and grass for thatching purposes and cattle, pays rent at 6 
dnnds per local highd, or is. od. an acre, 

Operai^ion of the Rent Law.— The number of rent cases 
instituted under the provisions of Act x. of 1859, the Rent Law 
of Bengal, is returned by the Collector as follows: — In 1861-62, 
5516 original suits were instituted, besides 2022 miscellaneous appli- 
cations; in 1862-6$ there were 5258 original suits, besides 1728 
miscellaneous applications; in 1866-67, after the famine, there 
were 4983 original suits and 5386 miscellaneous applications; and 
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in 1868-69 number of original suits was ^4029, and that of 
miscellaneous applications 4632. 

Floods. — ^Purniah District is very liable to floods, principally 
caused by the overflow of the rivers Ganges and Kdsi, in conse- 
quence of their being swollen by excessive rain before entering the 
District. Serious floods occurred in 1869 and 1870, causing exten- 
sive damage to cattle and crops ; and few years pass in which the 
same calamity does not occur to a greater or less extent There 
are no embankments anywhere. A project for embanking the Kdsf, 
which would effect the reclamation of a vast area of jungle countiy, 
has been proposed, but it is very doubtful whether it could be 
accomplished. The Collector says : ‘ In flood years it is common 
for the high lands to yield well, and a good rabi crop often makes 
up for the loss of rice destroyed by inundation. This is the case 
particularly throughout the Manihdrf, Gondw^i, and Damdahd 
police circles.’ The prices of rice, etc. at the time of the floods 
were: — In 1871 — unhusked rice, i man 15 sersiox the rupee, or’ 
2S, sofd. per cwt. ; cleaned rice, 25 sers for the rupee, or 4s. sfdL 
per cwt. ; Indian corn, 20 sers for the rupee, or 5s. 7^d. per cwt. 
In 1870 the prices were the same as in 1871. In 1866-67 the 
maximum prices of paddy and rice were — cleaned rice, best sort, 8 
sers for the rupee, or 14s. per cwt. \ common rice, 9 sers for the 
rupee, or 12s. per cwt.; unhusked rice or paddy, 25 sers for 
the rupee, or 4s. 5|d. per cwt ; common unhusked rice, 27 sers for 
the rupee, or 4s. i|d. per cwt 

. Blight, ran^i, occurs in the cases of tobacco, jute, rice, and wheat 
Its presence is recognised by the bumt-up aspect of the plants, and 
the best remedy against it is believed to be an abundant supply of 
water for irrigation. Some blights are due to insects. That which 
attacks jute is called hhud; it eats up the leaves, and thereby kills 
the plant. The only precaution the cultivators take is one dictated 
by superstition. A black earthen pot, which has already been used 
in cooking, is marked on the bottom with the sign of a cross in lime, 
and placed in the middle of the field. It is called fatkd^ and it is 
believed that after it is set up the worms leave the field. This, 
however, is found to be not always the case. There is another kind 
of tatkd^ consisting of a sealed paper in which an order to the worms 
to leave the field is written. The seal is made with a pice or a 
rupee, and the paper is hung in one of the comers of the field. The 
native who described these processes to me assured me that ^ the 
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effects of both these taikds are the same.' The worm that attacks 
tobacco is called dariyd. Those which affect rice and wheat are 
known as daliyd and paikd ; they are got rid of in a manner similar 
to the above. 

Famines. — The District of Pumiah was described in April 1770 
as one of 'the four Districts that have more particularly suffered 
from the unfavourableness of the season/ The great famine of 
that year seems to have been attended with a frightful mortality in 
this District In a secret Report to the Directors of the East India 
Company, it is stated that ' the famine which has ensued, the mor- 
tality, the beggary, exceed all description. Above one-third of the 
inhabitants have perished in the once plentiful province of Pumiah.^ 
The proceedings of the Provincial Council of Murshid£bdd show 
that Mr, Ducarrel, Supervisor of Purniah, reported in regard to four 
fargands^ after personal visitation, that there having been little or 
no harvest, the people either perished or went elsewhere for subsis- 
tence, and the lands lie waste for want of inhabitants, particularly in 
H£veli Purniah, which contained more than xooo villages.' Farther 
on he adds ; 'The ganj^ called Alamganj, the principal receipts. of 
which depended on the consumption of grain in the town, has de- 
clined greatly, by reason of the considerable decrease of inhabitants 
during the last famine, a great part of the town having become a 
jungle^ and literally a refuge for wild beasts. In respect to the im- 
provement of the country, I must, in answer, premise that, according 
to the attested accounts I have received from the pargands^ there 
have perished near two lakhs (/>. 200,000) of people in this Dis- 
trict' He also reported 'that the miseries in the town of Pumiah 
were not less shocking than those of the rural parts. Pestilence 
had to be guarded against by the removal of the dead bodies. 
Upwards of 1000 were buried in three days after my arrival' He 
estimated that one-half the cultivators and payers of revenue would 
perish with hunger, whilst those able to purchase a subsistence would 
have to pay at least 500 per cent advance in the price of food. ' On 
the high and sandy soils, more than half the rayals are dead/ 
The immediate cause of distress is. known to have been the failure 
of nearly all the crops of the year, but particularly the late rice, in 
consequence of long-continued drought The areas of the greatest 
suffering are unknown ; indeed, very little more than the foregoing 
information is now obtainable. In 1788 I find it reported of the 
Dharmpur pargand^ that of this great estate, paying a yearly revenue 
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of p^29,ooo, lands of the annual rental of ;j£‘7ts 6, or about one- 
fourth of the whole, had been depopulated during the famine ; and 
most of them continued out of cultivation down to that year. 

In 1788 the rainfall was very deficient, the Collector reporting 
that none fell after the 12th September. He did not consider, 
however, that this was a sufficient cause to induce a famine. The 
causes of the prevailing high prices were, according to that officer, 
that the people refused to part with the aghani rice till a good rabt 
or spring crop was ensured by rain during the early months of 1789. 
^The produce of the bhadai harvest,^ he writes, ‘was sufficient at the 
rate it was sold to enable the rayats to discharge so much of their 
rents as to obviate the necessity of their carrying that of Agrdhayan 
(Nov.-Dee.) to market. Large quantities of grain are-in the hands 
of merchants of Murshidd,b^d j and as the demand for it from the 
lower parts of Bengal has been suspended for some time, it remains 
in the golds (stores), ready to be exported if a favourable market be 
found.^ ‘Even should no enhancement of price take place,’ he 
adds, ‘ the present average rate of about one man for the rupee, 
with the. charges for collecting it and transportation, must render it 
too dear to. be carried to a distant market, except in case of extreme 
necessity.’ 

In reporting on a similar insufficiency of rainfall in 1791, the 
Collector gives some interesting particulars concerning the food 
supply and capabilities of the District to withstand drought His 
report also shows that the prevailing crops in the different parts of 
the District were much the same as at the present time. ‘ The 
rains hot leaving off till the end of Srdban (15th August), the bhadai 
or first crop of rice has not been at all affected by the drought 
This harvest is in common years estimated at a third in value, and 
more than that proportion in quantity, of the whole produce of the 
;^ear; but it has this season fallen short of that proportion, from the 
circumstance of the rains setting in more than a month earlier than 
usual, in consequence of which much of the land which had been 
prepared was so suddenly inundated that it could not be sown. 
This was particularly the case in a considerable tract of pargand 
Dharmpur. By the continued drought from the commencement of 
Bhddra (15th August), the aghani rice has been very materially 
injured. Indeed, it has totally failed, except in spots near rivers 
and lakes, where some moisture has been preserved. Such situations, 
however, are not unfrequent ; and their crops are so flourishing 
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that the failure of the aghant will not much exceed a half of 
the usual produce of that harvest, and from the high price which 
grain bears, the loss in value will be much., less. The labour 
which has been employed in cultivating land for the rabi has been 
thrown away, for the ground is so parched that without a seasonable 
shower it must be unproductive. There seems at present a great 
probability that this harvest will totally fail. But as the cultivation- 
of rahi is nowhere considerable, except in zild Gondw^rd, the 
District in general will not be materially affected by this circum- 
stance. Upon the whole, the grain failure need not be estimated 
at more than a fourth of the usual annual produce, and as the 
common exportation exceeds that proportion, these Districts would 
not be considerably injured by the deficiency could they preserve 
their own produce for their own consumption, which would be the 
case were the calamity local ; but as other provinces in which grain 
always bears a higher price than in Purniah are likely to suffer by a 
similar drought, it is probable that the exportation, if hot checked, 
may be much greater than the District is able to afford. ‘ It will 
be easy to ascertain, with sufficient accuracy for the purpose, how 
much these Districts can spare. I do not apprehend that the revenue 
will be much affected by the impending scarcity. The eastern 
largands, whose level is low, but in which the seasons are earlier than 
in the fasli tracts, have been less injured by the inundation in the 
month, of Jaishtha (May), or by the late drought, and are split into, 
small zaminddrts, whose proprietors are expert in the management 
of their estates, and are mostly rich. The losses will be borne 
without needing or asking indulgence from Government. Dharmpur 
will, I apprehend, require indulgence from Government. I have 
already stated that a considerable tract of this pargand suffered 
severely by the early inundation in the month of May; and that 
Gondw^rd (near half of the pargand) is the only tnahdlm which the 
rabi is considerable, and that this harvest will probably fail. This 
mahdl would scarcely have cleared itself in a common season. 
In its present circumstances some remission seems indispensably 
necessary.^ 

Prom the foregoing extracts, it would seem that in consequence of 
the lowness of large tracts of the country, the greater portion of the 
winter rice can survive till reaping time, even if there is no rain from 
the beginning of September. It may be observed that in the early 
records we meet more frequently with the expression of fears of an 
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excessive than of a deficient harvest. Thus, in 1786, it is stated 
that the revenue of pargand Badaur had fallen from Rs. 150,000 a 
year to Rs. 75,818, ‘solely from the too great abundance of rice;* 
and that in the District generally, much land had fallen out of culti- 
vation in consequence of the excessive production of previous years, 
and the immense stores of rice in the country rendering grain 
crops so valueless* as not to suffice to pay the rents of the lands 
producing them. 

The completion of the Permanent Settlement drew official atten- 
tion away from the close observation of the harvests, on which 
revenue assessments had previously largely depended. There is no 
mention of any failure greater than ordinary short crops till 1865. 
The scarcity of the following year, however, is explained by Mr. 
Cockerell, in his Report on the Distress in the Behar Districts, to have 
been due to a sudden and excessive increase in the price of all 
articles of food- There was a certain deficiency in the local produce, 
but nothing amounting to a general failure of the crops. The grain 
stock of the District had been reduced by the excessive drain upon 
it for the provision of the troops, which were constantly passing to 
and fro in consequence of the war with Bhutdn during the two 
previous years. General exportation to other Districts had also so 
far diminished supplies, that in October 1865 the coarsest kind of 
rice was selling at twelve sets for the rupee. As the fresh crop came 
in, an improvement took place, and distress was not again generally 
felt till the following April, when rice had again risen to the above 
rate. About this time, however, mango fruit, of which there was an 
extraordinarily large supply, became fit for consumption, and large 
classes of the people were almost entirely supported on this food 
for several weeks. Notwithstanding the unusual demand, this fruit 
was so abundant that a hundred continued for a long time to be 
sold for a single pice^ or |d. 

The information derivable from the District Reports regarding 
this year is very meagre ; but it appears that the hhadai crop was in 
most parts of the District an unusually good one. The people were 
already, in October 1865, living on it This crop is considered to 
be very unwholesome when new ; and accordingly a severe epidemic 
of fever broke out, which depopulated whole villages. In the town 
of Purniah two-thirds of the population were prostrated. The aghani 
crop in the south was a little below the average. In Knshnaganj 
two-sixteenths of this crop perished by drought. In the extreme 
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east, beyond the. Mahdnandd, people were forced to live on kacM 
and other edible roots. In Srfpur only one-half of the average 
produce was obtained. In Dharmpur, the aghani crop, though sown 
very late* in the year, produced well, but the hhadai was a failure. 
Here, however, the people had wheat and plenty of pulses to live 
on. In Rdniganj they took to living on marui immediately after 
the hhadai harvest. ‘ Near Purniah, however,’ the Collector wrote, 
‘ the crops that I have inspected of aghani rice look very flourishing, 
and the persons I have consulted tell me there will probably be nearly 
afull }neld.’ In October 1865, the number of sers of rice obtainable 
for the rupee at the Headquarters Station were — rice,' best sort, 9 
sers per rupee, as against 22 sers in 1864, and 26 sers in 1863 ; rice, 
second sort, hhadai, 16 sers, as against 31 in 1864, and 40 in ,1863 ; 
dil, arhar, 8 sers, as against 13 in 1864, and 16 in 1S63 ; peas, 12 
sers, as against 26 in 1864, and 40 in 1863; hhesdri, 12 sers, as 
against 12 in 1864, and 35 in 1863 ; dta (flour), 8 sers, as p^gainst 
9 sers in 1864. No relief seems to have been required ; only £,1*1 
was spent on some petty road work in the Headquarters Station. 
No deaths occurred, and very little severe distress was reported. 

The Famine of 1874. — The District officers from the first seem 
to have taken a gloomy view of the situation.’ The different Deputy- 
Collectors in charge of Subdivisions sent in statements in November, 
showing that at the most a half-crop of hhadai had been gathered, 
and that a three-eighth crop of aghani might be expected, although 
generally the prospects in the north-west were not so bad as those in 
the north-east and east From Ard^riya it was reported that of the 
hhadai in that Subdivision two-thirds had been reaped, but that the 
aghani would only give a one-eighth crop. The officer at Krish- 
naganj reported that a one-half crop of hhadai had been obtained, 
and that at the most a three-eighths crop of aghani was to be ex- 
pected, in which of)inion the Collector thought him too sanguine. 
The Mah^nand£ had not overflowed, and both the autumn and 
winter rice had suffered along its banks. In the south of the 
District the hhadai yielded a half-crop, and a quarter-crop of aghani 
was expected From the neighbourhood of the Kiisi, importations 
were already being made towards the north and east of fhe District, 
and people from the eastern villages were going westward to buy. 
Mr. J. L. Shillingford, who lives near Damdah^, calculated that 
a three-fourths hhadai crop had been gathered, and that a five- 
eighths aghani was expected in his neighbourhood. 
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The following paragraphs are extracted from Sir R. Temple’s 
* Famine Minute ’ on Pumiah District. The tracts especially 
affected from failure of inundation and of rain, and which have 
the worst degree of distress, are — Thdnd Kdsb£ Amilr, population 
114,147; Balrdmpur, 115,961; Kadbd, 134,158; total population,^ 
.564,266. The tracts affected above the average by failure of rain, 
which have the secondary degree of distress, are — Thdnd Bahddur- 
ganj , population 173,511; Krishnaganj, 1 44, 1 64 ; Pumiah, 1 4 8, 6 1 9 ; 
one-third of Ardriyd, 60,947 ; total, 527,241. The total of the 
population more, or less distressed thus amounts to 891,507 souls. 
The question then arises as to what proportion of this population 
may be expected to need assistance from Government in some 
shape or other, during the period of distress which is about to 
begin. The Collector (Mr. Kemble) has calculated the number at 
130,000, of which 45,000 pertain to parts other than the distressed 
tracts, leaving 85,000 for these tracts. The latter number, taken on 
the population of these tracts, amounts to 10 per cent. The Com- 
‘missioner (Mr. Barlow) makes a similar calculation, whereby the 
number comes out at 150,000, which amounts to 17 per cent, on 
the population concerned. "I should consider it sufficient for 
safety to assume 30 per cent, for Kdsbd, Amilr, Balrdmpur, and 
Kadbd, and 15 per cent. for. Bahddurganj, Krishnaganj, Pumiah, 
and part of Ar^riyd, which gives a total of 188,365 souls; to which 
must be added 50,000 for the rest of the District, making a total of 
238,375, say 240,000. The period of distress will probably com- 
mence towards the end of the current month (March), and will last 
till the middle of August, when the bhadai or August rice comes in — 
say four and a half months on the whole. The Collector’s estimated 
number, 130,000, at J per head per diem, gives for four and a 
half months the quantity of 328,000 mans. The Commissioner’s 
estimated number, 150,000, gives a total quantity of 380,000 mans. 
In order to provide a margin for safety, he has brought up the 
quantity to 500,000. The number according to my estimate 
gives a quantity of 607,000 mans, to which it may suffice to 
add a small margin for safety, bringing up the total to 6j lakhs of 
mansl ‘ I have examined with the Collector the map of the relief 
roads. The lines form a tolerably complete network throughout the 
distressed tracts, and have a total mileage of 505 miles. With all 
these, it seems to me that some road or other will be within reach 
of almost every village, say within a distance of two to four miles. 
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Unfortunately, the soil of this District is not suitable for tanks ; con- 
sequently one means of providing relief works is lost. . The cattle 
are here watered from the rivers or rivulets, which are so abundant. 
The improvement of village tracks wjill, however, afford the minor 
sort of employment which may be required.^ 'I have had the 
advantage of meeting Colonel Burn and Mr. McQueen, and learn- 
ing from them the fortunate condition of the large fa^gand of 
Dharmpur, belonging to the Darbhangah Rdj, which is situated 
in part near the Kiisf and in part near the Ganges. ' I myself 
passed through the part near the Ganges, and saw that the crops 
were excellent Colonel Bum and Mr. McQueen described the 
autumn and winter harvests as having been good, and the promise 
of the spring harvest as being equally good; but they doubted 
whether any real assistance ‘could, or would, be afforded by the 
people there to the distressed portions of the District* 

On the 6th October the last fortnightly narrative was sub- 
mitted. It gives in an appendix the following details of disburse- 
ments, which, although they had not undergone the careful auditing 
they are still receivmg, may be taken as approximately correct : 
—Construction of roads, ;^i9,938, 6s. 3d.; transport of grain, 
;^47,6 i 6, I 8 s . 6|d. ; money advances to residents for purchase of 
grain, ^^747 2, los. od. ; money advances to zaminddrs to assist 
their tenantry, ;j^394o ; construction of store-houses, 2609, 
los. 8 I'd. ; purchase of tools and plant, ^535, 2s. 3|d. ; store-house 
establishment, ;^743, 2s. 3|d. ; minor charges, ^tS93i 3c6s. 3fd, 
It must be remembered, in calculating the entire cost of relief in 
Purniah District, that the above total is exclusive of the cost of the 
Government grain, and the carriage of it by rail from Calcutta to 
Sdhibganj. The following particulars are derived from Mr. A. P. 
MacDonnelPs report on the food-grain supply and statistical review 
of the relief operations in the distressed Districts of Behar and 
Bengal during the famine of 1873-74: — ^Total quantity of grain 
delivered, exclusive of transfers, 24,802 tons ; distributed in^^ charit- 
able relief, 1897 tons; sold for cash, 10,762 .tons; advanced on 
loan, 4583 tons; paid as wages of labour, 5366 tons; remainder, 
2194 tons; 45 tons were used as fodder for the Government trans- 
port trains ,' 2149 tons are to be written off to wastage, at the rate 
of about 8 per cent. Of cash expenditure, 19,200 was distributed 
in charitable relief; ;^2i,758, 8s. od. was paid as wages on relief 
works; and ;^ir,3i2, 10s. od., was advanced on loan. The fore- 
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going figures are taken from the statement presented to the House 
of Commons. The daily average number of persons charitably 
relieved in the District of Purniah was as ‘follows: — From 25 th 
January to 24th February, 7; 25th February to 24th March, 797; 
25th March to 24th April, 3844; 25th April to 24th May, 8233 ; 
25th May to 24th June, 16,538; 25th June to 24th July, 36,180; 
25th July to 24th August, 33,331 ; 25th August to 24th September, 
3572. The average daily attendance each month of labourers on 
relief works was : — 356 in December 1873 ; 945 in January 1874 ; 
3640 in February; 10,231 in March; 20,264 in April; 31,029 in 
May; 28,763 in June ; 21,746 in July; 9626 in August; and 1014 
in September. 

Famine Warnings. — On this subject, the Collector, reporting 
before the experience of 1874, wrote: — ‘I do not consider that 
famine rates were reached in Purniah in 1866-67. A relief com- 
mittee was formed, but found nothing to do. I think that six sers 
of rice for the rupee, however, is the dearest rate that could be 
borne, and it is also the case that the high prices of 1866-67 did not 
last long; the aghani crop put matters straight. The peculiarity 
of Purniah is that the rainfall varies a good deal over the District ; 
hence the local crop varies much, and universal loss is unknown. 
I should regard loss of crops in more than six thdndSy or a serious 
rise after the reaping of the aghani crop, as likely to cause scarcity 
amounting to famine. I should say eight scrs in January was a price 
indicating danger. The people depend mainly upon the aghani^ 
and with it could almost stand entire loss of the hhadai crop. The 
District is sufficiently well off in means of importation, being full 
of navigable rivers, and having one trunk road and various inter- 
District roads running through it.’ 

Means of Communication are not so good in Purniah Dis- 
trict generally as in neighbouring Districts of Bengal and Behar. 
Tfie tract of country, however, lying north of the Headquarters 
Station, is fairly well opened out by roads, many of which were 
made during the relief operations of 1874; and as this whole 
system of roads converges on the great Dulling and K^r^Mroad, 
it is thereby connected with the river Ganges, and beyond the river, 
by steamci, with the East Indian Railway at Sihitganj, The 
following statement of the roads borne on the books of the Road 
Cess Committee, together with their length and the expenditure on 
each of them during the cess year 1874-75, has been specially supplied 
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to me by the Chairman. The names of the chief markets situated on 
each road are also given. The first nine on the list are famine roads ; 
and the greater part of the expenditure shown against them was on 
account of compensation for lands taken up in 1874 for their con- 
struction, and which could nof be assessed during the hurried 
operations of that period. The Road Cess income during 1874-75 
was ;j^S 936, 13s. od. on account of cess on lands; and £,2^0,^ 
17s. i^d. on account of cess on houses, realized at the maximum 
rate provided for in Act x. of .1871 — that is, ^ dnnd on every rupee, 
or |d. in the shilling, or 7|-d. in the pound. The demand for the 
year was as follows: — Cess, on lands, los. od. ; cess on 

houses, ;z^3oo ; fines, ;^io5, 14s. od. ; total, ^2^7493, 4s. od. There 
was, accordingly, a balance of 1301, 13s. io-|d. ; the largeness of 
the amount being due to the fact that little severity in realization 
was used after the late period of distress. The Road Cess Com- 
mittee have endeavoured as far as possible to make their roads fall 
in with thos^ of Bhdgalpur on the west, and Dmdjpur on the' east, 
so as to complete the communication between the Behar Province 
and Assam. The second road on the list was made entirely with 
this view, and is a continuation of the north Emigration Road of 
Bh^galpur. It has not yet been bridged, nor has all the earthwork 
been completed, but it is hoped that ferries will be established and 
the route opened as a fair-weather road very shortly. The first,, 
third, and fourth roads open communication between the bank of the 
Kusi and the borders of Maldah and Dinijpur, through tracts south 
of those traversed by the second. Most of the roads to the south 
of the District — that is, from the eleventh to the twenty-fifth on the 
list, are repaired under the supervision of indigo planters, and were 
originally made by them. They are all most useful roads, not only 
connecting the factories, but passing through large markets and 
villages, and uniting them with the Headquarters Station and the 
Ganges and Darjiling road This main line of communication in 
the District, which is metalled, and, except at Dingra ghdt on the 
Mahdnandd, bridged throughout, runs from on the Ganges 

to Titdly^, 108 miles. 

The following is the list:— (i) Road from Keutgr^m to 
Tdrdpur, 79 miles long; cost of repair in 1874-75, £2^^ 13s. 5|d. 
This road passes from Dhar^d. and Sirs! markets and indigo 
factories, by the large village of Bokr^hd, to Pumiah, where 
it runs for two miles through* the Civil Station along the Ganges 



MEANS OF COMMUNICATION 


3SI 

and Ddrjiling road, from which it diverges at the thirtieth mile. 
It then runs through Nilganj and Mahendrapur markets to the 
iCadb^ police station, and thence through the markets at Barsof or 
Sultinpur southwards to T^^pur on the MahiCnand^, opposite R^i- 
ganj, at the triple junction of Maldah, Dinijpur, and Purniah Districts. 
(2) Road from Ndthpur to Atwiri near the tardi^ 91 miles long. 
This road runs along the whole north of the District from Nithpur, 
close by Matiy^ri police station and Sult^npur indigo factory, through 
pargands Terakhardd, Sripur, Pawdkh^H, and Surjyapur, to the 
borders of Din^jpur. (3) Road from Sdhibganj to BhopM-T^jpur, 
78 miles long; cost of repair in 1874-75, ns. lo^d. This 
road starts from the frontier of Nepdl in the north-west comer of 
the District, and runs past Amon^ indigo factory, crosses the north 
Emigration Road near Matiy^ri, runs through Basantpur, the 
present headquarters of the Arariyd Subdivision, through Dalmalpur 
market and Amitr-Kdsbd police station, across the Ganges and 
Ddrjiling road and the river Mahinandit at Dengrd Ferry, and 
on through R?lmganj police outpost and market, crossing the river 
Saddna, to the river Ndgar on the Dinajpiir frontier. It is the main 
line of communication from the north-west of the District to the 
eastern divisions. The NepdI/s of the s,\\h-tardi use it when going to 
the Nekmard and other fairs in tl\e Rdjshahi Division. (4) Road 
from Tfrlsid to Bbddeswari ghat, 38 miles long ; cost of repair in 
i^74’-75> leaves road No. 2 at Tdlsid, on the 

left bank of the Kank^i, and passes through the Bahidurganj police 
station to Krishnaganj, where it crosses the Ganges and Ddrjiling 
road, and runs on to the borders of Dindjpur, reaching that District 
at the point where the Nekmard fair is held. (5) Purniah to Basant- 
pur, 24 miles long. This road runs through the large rice-mart of 
Kdsbd, and is the route ordinarily taken by persons travelling between 
the Headquarters Station and Ardriya. (6) Road from Barsof to 
Rdniganj, 19 miles long; cost of repair during 1874-75, ^6, iBs.Sd. 
This road runs north and south from the large market at Barsof 
through Balrampur police station, to meet road No. 3 at Rdniganj 
outpost. It passes through very low coiintr,?, and is impassable in 
thcr ainy season. {7) Rond from Basantpur to Rdniganj, 5 miles 
long; passes through Rdjdkhar market and Gidwas hactory, where 
it crosses the old Ndthpurroad. (8) Road from Turkeli, the fonner 
headquarters of the Ardriyd Subdivision, to Bahddurganj, 19 miles 
long; now of little importance, (9) Road from Bahddurganj to 
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Garwa Factory, i8 miles long ; passes through Rot^ market (lo) 
Road from Purniah to Nithpur, 51 miles long. In former times, 
when Ndthpur was the great centre for grain trade in the %v^:i-tardi 
tract, this was an important road. It passes through Srinagar market, 
crossing the Saur^ at Khdtaghdt. The other markets on it are at 
Gaumati, Peshdwd, and Sdifganj. (ii) Road from Purniah to 
Damdaha, 20 miles long; cost of repair in 1874-75, ;^36, i8s. iifd. 
It rims to Damdahd, through Kdjhd and Kbd,yd, indigo factories. 
(12) Road from Pirganj via Bhawdnipur to Madanchak, at the 
point where the Sdhibganj ferry steamer anchors in the cold and dry 
weather. It is connected with the Ganges and Dirjiling road by 
three cross roads. It is 34 miles long, and cost to repair in 1874-75, 
£1^6, 19s. i|d. (13) Road from Purniah to H^yatpur, 46 miles 
long; cost of repair in 1874-75, ;£i 75 f ii^d. The markets 
on this road are Diw^nganj, Sd^ifganj, Manshd,i indigo factory, 
Nawdbganj, and M^nihdrf. Hd^yatpur is an important market on 
the boundary of Maldah, where the Kimli and Kdlindri rivers are 
connected with the Ganges. (14) Road from Purniah to Saurdgadf, 
30 miles long; cost of repair in 1874-75, 5s* This is 

the main route in the cold weather for minor traffic by bullock-carts 
and pack animals to Bhdgalpur, by the Sauragadi ferry, and across 
pargand Chhd!i, south of the Gdgri, to the Ganges at Bardri ferry, (i 5) 
Road from Bishnupur to GondwM, 17 miles long ; cost of repair in 
1874-75, ^25, 2S. 9|d. This is a cross road, passing west of the 
Headquarters Station through the large market and indigo factory 
of Ddmar. (16) Road from Gondward to Saur%adf, 15 miles in 
length; cost of repair in 1874-75, ;!^^3o. It connects the Ganges 
and Dirjiiing road with the Bhdgalpur route. (17) Road from 
Gondwd^rd to Sdifganj, 16 miles long; cost of repair in 1874-75, 
5 ^* ^oad from Ko^ to Soharid via Bordtd, 25 

miles long; cost in 1874-75, ;^6o. This road and the preceding 
one connect the Ganges and the D^jfling road, at Gondwdrd thdnd^ 
with the small village markets and factories in the neighbourhood. 
(19) Road from Banbh^ to Rdniganj, 29 miles long ; cost of repair 
in 1874-75,;^ 49, 9s, I id. This road runs almost parallel with the 
N^thpur road. (20) Road from Puthiyd to Lakshmfpur, 8 miles 
long; cost of repair in 1874-75, p^^i2. This is a small cross road 
connecting the intetior of pargand Dharmpur with the Ganges and 
Ddrjilihg road. (21) Road from S^ifganj to Harinkhdrf, 16 miles 
long; cost of 'repair in 1874-75, ^^50, 6s. od., passes Mdinanagar 
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indigo factory. (22) Road from Lakshmipur to Kodarkit^, a market 
on the Ganges which has considerable trade with Colgong in 
Bhigalpur, 8 miles long; cost of repair in 1874-75, £12, (23) 

Road from Diwdnganj to Hard£ via Pirganj, 7 miles long ; cost of 
repair in 1874-75, £10, jos. od. This is a cross road connecting 
the Manihdri road with the Ganges and D^jfling road, at the Hardd 
bridge. (24) Road from S^ifganj to Mahandrapur, 15 miles long ; 
cost of repair in 1874-75, ^^32, i8s. Sfd It runs from Siifganj 
through Husdinganj, where the Kadbd miinsijl is situated. (25) 
Road from Chaklito Ko^rf, 10 miles long ; cost of repair in 1874-75, 
;^25. It runs from a point on the Purniah and Saur^gadf road, 
7 miles from the latter town, to the banks of the Riisi near Bhaw^n- 
pur Rdjdhdm. (26) Road from Krishnaganj to Titdly^, 40 miles 
long. This is part of the old DirjiHng road running through the 
police station and large mart of K^li^anj. (27) Road from 
Tlwabdrf to Kdlidganj, 9 miles long; cost of repair in 1874-75, 
^,”28 ; connects Kdlidganj with the present Ganges and Ddrjiling 
road ’ (28) Road from Atwdri to Titalyd, ii miles long; is part of 
the Dindjpur and Ddrjiling road. (29) A short road 10 miles in 
length, connecting the two large villages of Bahddurganj and Pawd- 
khdli; cost of repair in 1874-75, is. od. (30) Road from 

Pawdkhdlf to Kdtf, on the left bank of the Mahdnandd, 12 miles 
long, passing the large mart of Gangi; cost of repair in 1874-75, 
;^8o. (31) Road from Belgdchhi via Kanhdriyd to Kadbd, 12 miles 
long ; connects the roads of the south-east of the District with the 
Ganges and Ddrjfiing road some miles below Dengra feny. (33) 
Road from Rdniganj thdnd to Khageli qhdt^ via Mansulapdti and 
Purdnf, 12 miles long; connects Rdniganj with the rice-marts on 
the KdsL (33) A village road from Mangra ghat on the Pandr to 
Ukud, 6 miles long ; cost of repair in 1874-75, ^7, 7s. pjd. (34) 
Road from Jaldlgarh to Ardriyd, 14 miles long; cost in 1874-75, 
;3^29, 9s. 5d. ; an important village road. (35) Road from Ardriyd 
to Kdrsakdta, 15 miles long ; cost of repair in 1874-75, ^60, os. 2d 
(36) Road from Ardriyd to Sikti, 16 miles long; cost of repair in 
1874-75, ;<^S9, 18s. 6d. ; this road and the preceding one connect 
the headquarters of the Ardriyd Subdivision with the police out- 
posts on the Nepdi frontier. (37) Road from Ardriyd to Matiydri, 
18 miles long ; cost in 1874-75, ^9, 13s. 4|d. This road runs 
along the boundary between pargands Sultdnpur and Hdveli Purniah. 
Total length of roads in the District, 893 miles, maintained in 
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1874-75 at a cost of ;^ii84, 7s, 7d. There are besides several 
small village roads maintained in the Headquarters Subdivision, at 
a cost of ;^i5i, os. lod. ; in Krishnaganj Subdivision, at a cost of 
;^285, 9s. lojd. ; and in the Kxixiyi Subdivision, at a cost of 
£2^2, i6s, lo^d. 

The Manufactures of Purniah are comparatively few, and 
• affect the wealth of the District in a very limited degree. Besides 
the manufacture of indigo, which is most largely carried on in the 
south, and of gunny-bags in the jute country towards the north, 
only a few handicrafts are practised. Though most of these give 
employment to but few families, they are of much interest, and 
deserve a short description. During the course of the last half- 
century, however, many have died out, such as, e.g., tent-making, an 
ait which flourished in the town of Purniah under its old Musalmto 
faujddrs. Tooth-powder is also no longer prepared by a separate 
class of misiwdldSf the women of every family making as much as 
is required for their own use, from the materials which have 
been described in the paragraphs on jungle products. All working 
in glass has also disappeared; the rude glass or kdnch^ still prepared 
in Bhdgalpur, being no longer used for bracelets. The best kind of 
sinddr or red lead, with which all orthodox Hindus mark (tikd) 
themselves on certain religious occasions, is now all imported by 
European merchants, the natives say from China. The coarse 
kind used for painting, and with which the upper parts of kulsis 
or earthen vessels are often coloured, is still manufactured in the 
west and south of the District, where some of the ingredients are 
readily obtained from the soil. It is prepared by fusing together 
four parts of lead with sixteen of impure sulphate of soda, and* one 
of an earthy nitrate of potash. Makers of ornaments of lac are still 
numerous, and the trade is followed by both Hindus and Muham- 
madans, but their number is decreasing in consequence of the 
increasing demand for bead and glass bracelets from England. The 
following is an estimate of the cost of making eight pairs of lac 
bracelets : — 2 lbs of chaiiri or shell lac, costing 6f d. ; 2 lbs. of fine 
earth, which costs nothing ; c/iaira, a gum obtained from different 
species of acacias, to bind these together, 6d. ; firing, i^d. The 
colouring is effected by the addition of 2 oz. of indigo, if blue is the 
colour required, |d. ; or- 2 oz. sa£dd, a white powder, an impure 
carbonate of lead, for white, |d.; or smdik (red lead) for red, |d.; 
or /larfdl (orpiment), a sulphuret of arsenic, for yellow, f d. ; or 
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rdnga-Idni, a decoction from the seeds of thtlaikan (Bixa orrelana), 
for pink, fd.' The cost of production varies, therefore, from is. 
2fd. to IS. 3d. A pair of bracelets sell for from 3 to 5 dnnds^ .or 
from 4^d. to 7-|-d., or eight pair for from 3s. to 5s. The profit of the 
maker is, then, from is. 9d. to 3s. 9d. It takes about four days to 
prepare eight pairs of bracelets, so that the daily wages of the 
cMAgdr varies from 5d. to lod. This rarely represents his own 
individual earnings, as he is usually assisted by his wife and children. 

Bidri WARE.“Of the arts of Purniah District, the preparation 
and inlaying, of hidri ware is by far the most interesting, both on 
account of the excellence of the articles produced, the dexterity of 
the artisans, and the division of labour used in the different operations 
of manufacture, a circumstance very rare in India. Bidri is a com- 
pound metal, and is prepared by members of the Kansiti caste, who 
live in Bellori, a village situated about four miles from the Civil Station 
of Purniah. There are at present only four families in Bellori who 
follow this art, and four others of the same caste who make serposhs 
qr covers for the native tobacco pipe or hookah. In the manufacture 
of the ware, the workmen are usually divided into three classes. The 
first melt and cast the metal, and turn it in a lathe to complete the 
shape, which is usually that of the ordinary surahd or water-vessel, 
or of a hookah stand. The second trace the figures and other de- 
signs on the work, which is then passed on to the third > lass, who, 
after doing the carving work, return it to the second, who inlay it' 
with silver, give it a final polish, and stain the jnetal black. At 
Bellori, only the first of these operations, namely, that of melting, 
casting, and turning the metal, is performed. The two other opera- 
tions are effected in the old town of Purniah. The main component 
of Hdri is the metal called by the natives of the District Jastd^ 
which is identical with the dastd of Bengal, or zinc, the other 
ingredient employed being copper. Lead is not used now, as it 
seems to have been in the time of Buchanan Hamilton. The whole 
process may be thus described : — ^The workmen put a quantity of 
zinc into one earthen crucible, the copper being placed in a second 
but smaller one, the proportion observed being 176 parts of the former 
to 9 of the latter. Both crucibles are coated outside and inside 
with cow-dung^ A fire of cakes of dry cow-dung is made in a small 
pit, into which the crucibles are put, and covered with fresh fuel* 
When the metals are fused, the contents of the smaller crucible are 
poured into the larger. In this operation, as lately observed, no 
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measures were taken to prevent calcination. Buchanan Hamilton 
remarked that such a result was obviated by throwing into the 
crucible a mixture of resin and bees-wax. The fire is again piled 
round the larger crucible, and in a few minutes the two metals unite, 
and are passed into a mould formed of baked clay. When the 
hidri has cooled, it is turned by the same workman, with the aid of 
a hired coolie who works the lathe. The vessel then goes to the 
-second set of workmen, who inlay flowers or other ornament, usually 
of silver. These artisans first, rub the bidri with diluted sulphate 
of copper, which gives its surface a black colour — a process which is 
intended to assist the designer in tracing the figures, which are thus 
more distinctly seen by the carver. The designing is effected by a 
sharp-pointed instrument of steel. When the design is traced, the 
vessel is passed on to a third workman, who carves or cuts out the 
design with small chisels of various shapes, and returns the ’work to 
the designer, who now with hammer and punch fills the cavities 
with small plates of silver, which become firmly fixed into the metal. 
A final polish is given to tKe whole by rubbing it first with cakes 
made of shellac and powdered corundum, and then with a piece of 
charcoal. When the polish has been completed, a permanent black 
colour is given to tile hidri by the application of a paste formed of 
four parts of sal ammoniac, one of unrefined nitre, and five of rough 
saltpetre, freshly collected, the whole being moistened with rape-seed 
oil, to which a little powdered charcoal has been added. This 
paste is thickly applied to the ware, which is allowed to remain 
covered with it for four days. It is then washed, and is found to be 
of a fine black hue, which is not affected by water, and is not liable 
•to rust. It does not dint under the blows of a hammer, but breaks 
into pieces when too violently struck, although it is very far from 
brittle. It is not nearly so fusible as tin or zinc, but melts more 
readily than copper. Jastd or zinc sells in Pumiah at the rate 
of 2f sers per rupee, or 2 lbs. 12 oz. for a shilling. The proportion 
of copper to be mixed with this is about 2\ chhaidks, which cost 4 
annds^ or 6d. The raelters and turners sell the ware produced from 
this amount of metal, usually two articles, at 2 rupees, or 4 shillings, 
so that the profit they make is about 9 dnnds, or is. i|-d. The in- 
layers and polishers receive high pay. BidA-^zx^ is of two kinds : 
the best is called garkhi, in which the workmanship is very good; 
the second kind is called huTiid bidA^ the designs on which are of a 
much plainer description, and the finish inferior. A garkhi Udn 
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vessel of the ordinary size sell at from 14s* to Although the 

preparation of the metal is confined to the Kansiri caste, the inlay- 
ing and polishing is carried on by members of many other castes, 
such as Sonars, Dhinuks, Sunris, and Musalmdns* 

Cleaning of Cotton is effected by Musalm^ns called Dhuniyds, 
They buy cotton-wool at 2 sers of 85 iold weight for the rupee, and 
remove the foreign matter always mixed with it by means of an 
instrument called a dhondit. In cleaning, one chhatdk or 2 oz, is 
lost ; and the remainder, x ser chliatdks^ is exchanged with women 
who spin thread, for i ser chhatdks of thread — that is, at the 
rate of i|- sers of cotton for i ser of thread. The price of i ser 4^ 
chhatdks of thread is Rs. i. 4. 6 o-r 2s. 6|d., at the rate of i ser per 
rupee. Therefore on every rupee or two shillings^ worth of cotton, 
the Dhuniyi makes a profit of 4 dn7ids 6 pie (6|d.). A man can 
clean 3 sers of cotton daily, and a woman can spin cotton into 
thread at tlae rate of a chhatdk a day. One sert^ chhatdks of cotton 
will yield i 14 chhatdks of thread. Hence the woman’s profit is 
I ser 14 chhatdks^ fninus i ser 4I chhatdks, or 9^ chhatdks of thread, 
the price of which is 9 dnnds 6 pie (is. 2:id). A woman takes a 
month to spin x ser x^ chhatdks of cotton into thread, so that she 
earns only 9 dnnds 6 pie a month ; of course she does this in addi- 
tion to her own household duties. Women of all castes spin thread. 

Blanket-Weaving is carried on by Garerfs almost entir-dy in the 
west and south of the District. Some of the members of this caste, 
which is exclusively employed in the rearing of the wool-yielding 
sheep tod in this manufacture, have no flocks, and live encurely by 
weaving ; others have both looms and flocks, and others have flocks 
and no looms. All, however, hold farms, as, owing to the frequency 
of disease, the produce of their flocks, and consequently of their 
looms, is uncertain. The wool of the two first shearings from each 
lamb is separated into white and black, and is woven into fine 
blankets. That of the first shearing, and some of the finest of the 
second, is woven without dyeing 3 but most of the second shearing, 
which is of an indifferent black, is dyed of this colour. All the 
wool of the subsequent shearing is mixed, and is spun and woven 
without distinction, so that, if properly mixed, the colour should be 
grey. This, however, is rarely done 3 and in the same blanket some 
threads are black, some grey, and some white, all irregularly dis- 
posed. The women tease and spin the wool on a small wheel, and 
the men w'eave it in the same primitive loom that is used for making 
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sackcloth or gunny. The cloth is, therefore, woven in very narrow 
slips, called patis^ from five to seven of which are usually stitched 
together to form a blanket There are four kinds of blankets : the 
largest is 7 hdths or 10 feet 6 inches long, by 4 hdths or 6 feet 
wide, and requires 5 sers or 10 lbs. of wool, costing about 5s. It 
takes a man and woman fifteen days to make one, and the price is 
8s., giving a profit of 3s. The second kind is 6 hdths or 9 feet, by 
3-| hdths or 5 feet 3 inches, and requires 4 sers or 8 lbs. of wool, 
costing 4s. One is made in about twelve days, and is sold for 6s. 
The third kind is 5 hdths or 7 feet 6 inches, by 3 hdths or 4 feet 6 
inches, and requires 3 sers or 6 lbs. of wool. It takes eight days 
to make one, which is sold for 5 s. The fourth kind, 4 hAths or 6 
feet, by 2\ hdths or 3 feet 9 inches, requires or if sers or 3 lbs. 
to'sl lbs. of wool, costing from' is. 6d. to is, pd. It takes five or 
six days to make, and is worth 3s. There are also inferior blankets, 
called chhdpti, which sell at 2 s. each, and are veiy coarse, being 
often made with an admixture of the wool of the Bengal sheep. 

Gunny is largely manufactured in the Krishnaganj Subdivision by 
the women of the Koch, Bhim, and Piliyd castes, who bring the 
woven pieces to market, where they are purchased by small traders, 
btpdris, who carry them for sale to the Kilti, Kupddahd, and DuMl- 
ganj Mzdrs^ on the banks of the Mahdnandd, whence they are 
exported to Calcutta by boat. Owing to the recent introduction of 
machinery for the manufacture of gunny, the demand for hand-made 
cloth ha!s been declining. The Subdi visional officer estimates the 
export of gunny pieces from Krishnaganj at about 5,000,000 pieces. 
The gunny is manufactured into strips of about 5 feet in length and 
3-|' or 4 feet in width. The price of the raw jute which is required 
to make one such strip is about 4 pice or if d. A woman cleans 
the raw jute and finishes one strip in a day, for which she gets 
from 7 to 9 pice^ afd. to 3|d. ; so that her labour is only worth 
about I d 7 ind or i|d. a day. The gunny manufactured is of very 
coarse texture. 

^ Paper.— In the town of Krishnaganj there are about thirty fami- 
lies of country paper manufacturers, who call themselves Mghaztyds, 
They are Musalm^ns by religion, and intermarry only among them- 
selves. They subsist wholly on the profits of their special trade. The 
paper is manufactured from jute fibre, which is pounded into pulp 
and then mixed with half its weight of lime. This mixture is allowed 
to soak in water for three days, after which the lime is washed away 
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and the pulp k put into a vat with clean water, and frequently stirred > 
up so as to prevent its settling to the bottom. A flat square sieve is 
then introduced, and a portion of the fine jute pulp is caught in it, 
which, when dried, forms a sheet of paper. Rice-starch is applied to 
the surface to give it a smooth appearance, and it is’ thus rendered 
fit for use ; ^ers or 2J lbs. of jute is sufficient for the manufacture 
of four quires of foolscap size. A quire sells for four fice (i-Jd.), and 
a family makes as many as twelve quires of paper in a day, when 
the pulp is ready for use. As, however, the whole process takes 
between four and five days, the out-turn must be divided by one of 
these numbers to give the daily average earnings. Some of the 
kdghaziyds own several vats, and these, of course, contain paper in 
all stages of preparation ; but the greater number are content with 
one vat, which gives them just sufficient to live upon. The jute 
used for paper* manufacture are the munidsi and koshtd^ and not the 
ordinary jdthi or desi sorts. 

Spirit Distillation; — Country spirit is distilled in the Govern 
ment distillery from rice, from the petals of the mahud flower, and 
from hotra^ or the refuse of date sugar. The drink made from the 
first is pacJiwdu In its preparation the rice is first moistened 
in water and then put in an earthen jar, the bpttom of which is 
perforated with holes. Another larger earthen pot is then filled 
with water and placed on a fire. On it the jar containing the rice 
is fixed, and the rice is boiled by the steam from the pot of boiling 
water below. The rice is then taken out from the pot, put on the 
ground, covered with a black piece of cotton doth or blanket, and' 
left for fomr or five hours. It is then mixed in a basket with 
bdkhar, or small balls formed of the roots of the following plants : — 
Banh'd (Zizyphus vulgaris^; desi-hair (Zizyphus jujuba); karahi 
(Nerium odorum); kath-hel (Feronia elephantum); mango (Man- 
gifera Indica); akhund (Calotropis gigantea); hromdundi^ whose 
scientific name I cannot determine ; jainti or mace (^sch)mo- 
mene sesban) ; deodlidn (Holcus saccharatus) ; amla (Phyiianthus 
embiica) ; dhuiura (Datura metel) ; kdchla (Strychnos nux-vomica) ; 
sij (Euphorbia nereifolia) ; simul (Bombax Malabaricum) ; and arjan 
(Terminalia arjuna). The mixture is in the proportion of 30 lbs, of 
rice to five hakhdr balls, of the size of an ordinary musket bullet. 
It is not often prepared in this District, but is mostly brought in 
from Nepdl. The rice is again divided out in small parcels, over 
each of which a heavy weight is placed, till in the course of a week 
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it becomes quite hard, and is called a karchd. When required for 
use, the karchds are mixed with churd^ a preparation of rice described 
on page 286, in the proportion of 30 lbs. of the former to 26 
lbs. of the latter, and steeped in a large jar of water for seven or 
eight days. During this time complete fermentation takes place, 
and the country spirit is distilled from the liquid in a rude still. 
The quantity of karchd and churd mentioned produces about three 
gallons of spirit, valued at Rs. 7. 8. o, or 15 s. 

TH!!i Manufacture of Indigo is of very old date in Purniah 
Distri(;t. The first^ mention I find made of it is in a letter, dated 
the i6th Jan. 1788, from the Collector to the Board of Revenue, in 
which he mentions a Mr. Coustard, ^ a quiet, industrious man, pro- 
prietor of a small indigo manufacture,’ amongst some non-oificial 
Europeans resident in the District Indigo was, however, probably 
largely cultivated before that time, as in the following year the Col- 
lector made a detailed report on the manner of its cultivation. Nil- 
ganj, a few miles south of the native town of Purniah, was the first 
factory built, probably about 1775. The vats were then made of 
wood, and the boilers of copper. The new industry seems to have 
attracted much attention amongst the people, and pieces of the 
plant were circulated amongst the village head-men as curiosities. 
The KoMsi factory in pargand Katiydr was erected a few years after- 
wards. Thus the cultivation seems 'at first to have progressed 
southwards towards the Ganges didras. The N^thpur pargand^ now 
in Bh%alpur, was the next field for indigo operations. Mr. Smith, 
whose name is^ still preserved in one of the Purniah ddzdrs, took 
the whole pargand on lease from Government and erected factories. 
The Collector’s Report of 1789 shows that the cultivation was 
carried on by a system of advances ; on receiving which, at rates 
varying from is. to 6s. 3d. per highd of 2400 square hdths or cubits, 
according to the soil, the cultivator handed the land ploughed and 
weeded to the planter, who merely sowed the seed. When it is 
remembered that at this period rice was often so cheap and abun- 
dant that it did not pay the cost of harvesting it, it Is easy to under- 
stand that indigo cultivation spread rapidly. Where the planters 
were also landlords, they did not in any case exact a higher rate of rent 
than 12 dnnds or is. 6d. a highd^ a rate which the Collector seems to 
have thought moderate. The manner of valuing the crop was also 
likely to satisfy the ray at. When the crop was full grown, three or 
four of the leading villagers, together with an dmm or surveyor from 
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the factory, estimated the produce as it stood in the held If they 
failed to agree, it was cut and bound into bundles, and as many of 
these bundles as could be loaded on thr^ carts drawn by four bullocks 
was considered to be equal to ‘ the produce of a bighd^ and valued 
at 8 rupees or i6s., provided, however, that the plant was of a 
luxuriant growth, and not deficient in leaf. After the seed was 
sown, no further ^are seems to have been taken of the plant, except 
for a little weeding. If a second cutting was obtained, the planter 
received it without paying anything to the cultivator. 

In Dr. Buchanan Hamilton's time, the relations were not so 
favourable to the cultivator; but it is probable that, as indigo land 
was unsuitable for other summer crops, the dye was sufficiently 
remunerative to induce a considerable production. Its great advan- 
tage was that then, as now, such land annually bore a second crop 
of rape or mustard seed, except in a few high places, where some 
indigo plant was preserved and allowed to mature seed. Dr. Buchanan 
Hamilton's description principally refers to the south of the Dis- 
trict about Manih^ri, where the seed was usually sown in February, 
and, when the season was favourable, reaped before the inundation 
in July. If this occurred late in the season, and there were many 
showers in spring, there were sometimes two cuttings from the 
same field ; but on an average of years the quantity procured from 
the second cutting was very inconsiderable. When the inunda- 
tions came early, the crop was often entirely lost, and generally 
suffered more or less. In moderate seasons this loss fell more 
heavily on the manufacturer than on the farmers, for the latter, know- 
ing that the plant expands under water, allowed it to soak two or 
three days, within which time it docs not rot, but subsequently 
produces a trifling quantity of indigo. Another description of land 
was very low, and the only crop that could be sown on this, instead 
of indigo, was summer rice or millet ; on such land indigo was less 
dependent on the early showers of spring, without which the plant 
on other soils must fail. October indigo was also grown on two 
kinds of soil, ‘ The first is on the banks of the great rivers, where 
there are spaces covered with sand, that produce a very scanty 
vegetation in spring, and are never regularly rented, but in a few 
parts are sometimes cultivated with water-melons and other cucurbi- 
taceous plants. If the sand does not exceed one foot in thickness, 
and rests on a tolerable soil, this kind of land has been found highly 
favourable for indigo, and it is almost the only crop which the 
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farmers would with satisfaction cultivate: The seed is sown in 
October as the floods retire, and with little or no previous culture, 
and the plant afterwards requires little care or expense. The 
moisture^then in the sand enables the seed to germinate, and sends a 
tap root down towards the richer soil. Until the root reaches this, the 
plant resembles a fibre ; but no sooner does it reach the soil, which 
is preserved moist by the sand, than it acquires vigour, and the 
driest seasons and most scorching winds produce little or no effect 
on its subsequent growth ; -for no soil seems tp prevent evaporation 
so powerfully as sand.* ‘ The other land fitted for sowing indigo in 
October is that which produces a winter crop, either as the only 
harvest of the year, or as succeeding rice or other grain that is reaped 
in summer. This indigo is usually sown along with rape-seed, which 
is gathered in January, and leaves the indigo to ripen in spring. 
Scftnetimes the indigo is sown along with wheat or barley ; but as 
these are sown in November, and ripen later than the rape-seed, 
they are less fit for the purpose. One great advantage has been 
found to attend the October cultivation of indigo, as fitting it for 
the lower parts of the District. In favourable seasons it comes 
early to maturity, and towards the bottom of the stems ripens its 
seed before the season for cutting the plant arrives. When this 
happens, the seed may be picked from the growing plant, without 
material injury.* In one year between 300 and 400 mam of seed 
were procured from one small factory, andvthe rayats were paid for 
it at the rate of Rs. 5 or los. a 77 ian, 

Dr. Buchahan Hamilton gives some very interesting estimates, 
mostly on the authority of a leading planter of those days, named 
Mr. Eller ton. Each bighd of 76 cubits square yielded on an average 
12 bundles, measured with a chain of 3^ pubits’ln length. One 
factory man of indigo was ordinarily produced from 350 bundles. In 
comparing the profits of the cultivator from indigo and from rice. Dr. 
Buchanan Hamilton estimated the out-turn of the latter at mans 
to the Mghd^ valued at Rs; 2 (4s,), or double the value of indigo. Mr. 
Ellerton, however, calculated 7 mans as the ordinary average, worth 
Rs. 2. 12. o (5s. 6d.), or nearly three times the value of the indigo. 
Dr. Buchanan Hamilton continues ; ^ It is true that the whole expense 
of the cultivation of summer rice, in ploughing, weeding, watching, 
and reaping, may be double that of indigo ; for in the three first 
operations very little pains is bestowed on this plant, and unless it 
is near the factory, the manufacturer pays the expense of carriage, 
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while, as I have said, the charge for reaping grain is enormous. 
The land also on which indigo is raised is in general poor and low- 
rented, and where it is the only crop, does not pay more than 4 
dnnds or 6d. a bighd^ or one-quarter of the produce. Still, however, 
the rice is no doubt a more profitable crop. In fact, the farmers, . 
except on the poor sandy land that will not produce rice, are 
exceedingly backward to undertake or continue indigo cultivation j 
and many of the landlords discourage their tenantry from engaging 
in it by every means in their power/ In Gondwird. fargand^ where 
indigo is still largely produced, Dr. Buchanan Hamilton obtained 
the following statistics for four factories during eight years: — In 
1800, 41,764 bundles of the plant were cut, and 13 factory mans 
of indigo produced ; in 1801, 48,834 bundles of the plant were cut, 
and 162 factory 7 nans of indigo produced; in 1802, 26,083 bundles 
were cut, and 109^ factory mans of indigo produced; in 1803, 
74,525 bundles of the plant were cut, and 278 factory mans of 
indigo produced ; in 1804, 93,945 bundles were cut, and 381 mans 
produced; in 1805, 138,798 bundles were cut, and 537 mans pro- 
duced; in 1806, 92,770 bundles were cut, and 310 produced ; 
in 1807, 166,106 bundles were cut, and 754 7 nans produced; total, 
682,825 bundles of plant, yielding 2662 factory mans^ or 95 tons, 
of indigo. The average result is that 257 bundles of the plant 
yield one man of the dye. In Goddwdr£ the land is higher and 
the soil stiffer than in Manihdri, and 18 bundles were said to be the 
yield of the standard highd. Dr. Buchanan Hamilton estimated that 
there were, in 1810, 64 factories in the whole District, cultivating 
70,000 bighds of land. 

For the description of indigo cultivation and manufacture I have 
three full reports ; the first, by the Collector, whose observations 
extend over the whole District ; the second, by Mr, A. J. Forbes, 
zaminddr of the Sultdnpur pargand^ in the north of the District ; 
and the third, by Mr. G. Shillingford, of KoMsi Factory, which is 
especially full and statistically valuable.' In October, what are 
technically known as the settlements take place. The cultivators 
attend at the factory office, when they are paid up all that may be due 
to them for indigo delivered during the preceding season, and take 
advances for the ensuing crop. The sum advanced and the terms 
of the contract vary in different parts of the District The planters 
in the south give at the present time Rs. 3 or 6s. per local Hghd^ 
and make the contract only for one year; in the north, R§. 2 and 
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often only R. i per bighd is advanced, and a contract'is sometimes 
made for as long a term as ten years. The contract generally binds 
the ray at — (i) to cultivate in indigo a certain quantity of land, vary- 
ing usually from about ^ bighd to 4 or 5 bighds, exclusively for the 
particular factory making the advance ; (2) not to sell the indigo 
plant produced on this land to any other factory; (3) to get the land 
ready In proper time for sowing, the number of sowings being some- 
times specified; (4) to sow it when ready; (5) to weed it at the 
proper time, with the aid of the factory servants; '(6) to cut the 
plant when required to do so; (7) to deliver a certain quantity, 
generally 8, sometimes 7 or 9 bundles, measured with a six-hdtJi or 
9-feet chain, per rupee. The planter binds himself~“(i) to take any 
seed the plant may produce before or after cutting, at the rate of 
Rs. 5 or los. per man; (2) to .make good any loss the rayatxcL2cy 
suffer from wilful negligence by the factory servants ; and in most 
cases (3) to pay for carriage either by cart or boat to the factory. 

' As soon as the settlements have been completed, or during the 
settlements, should they be pi'olonged — that is to say, during Novem- 
ber and December, the planter has to measure the field for which 
his rayats have contracted, in order to see that he has the exact 
quantity and proper description of land. The kdthd used in indigo 
measurements is generally the same as that used in the pargand to 
which the village belongs, whose lands are being measured. 

I.ands begin to be prepared for indigo about the end of December, 
and ploughing and harrowing go on, according to the description of 
land, until the middle of April and even till May. In some places 
sowing begins in October on the higher kinds of alluvial land, where 
the seed is often sown broadcast, not immediately after the floods 
retire, but whilst the fields still retain much moisture. No plough- 
ing is requisite under this system, which is called khakii. In most 
factories, however, no land can be sown till February, when the 
mdghdt sowing is made on high land from which the mdghdt tori 
or red mustard crop has been reaped, and on other high land which 
retains its moisture. In the end of February a lower and more 
moist description of high lands, and in March the higher didras or 
char lands subject to inundation, and in April the lower char lands, 
are sown. Sometimes the planter waits for rain before he sows; and 
sometimes he sows according to the method called harard^ in which 
there are many successive ploughings and harrowings until the soil 
is thoroughly diy and pulverized, when the seed is scattered broad- 
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cast and a favourable- shower is awaited. If there be a copious fall 
of min the plant springs up amazingly fast, and in a month stands 
a foot high ; but if it be a mere drizzle, the rotting of the seed in 
the ground is to be greatly apprehended. Should there be no 
rain for twenty days or a month after the seed has been sown, there 
is no fear of loss if the ground has been well prepared, the seed 
remaining perfectly intact and unaffected, and showing no sign of 
sprouting. In some parts of the District very high land is not 
sown till the end of April (Baisdkh), nor even till within a few 
weeks of the setting in of the rains. The more near the period of 
the monsoon rains it is sown, the better is the crop. These sowings 
also produce the best colour, because ^ the ground on which it 
thrives, being less moist, less effectively vitiates the fecula in the 
plant by sucking it down as sap.’ In the south of the District, if 
there is a good fall of rain in April, the rayais sow all their fields 
from which piirhi tori or white mustard has been harvested with 
haisdkhi indigo. This crop is raised by the rayafs in what is 
termed fazl cultivation, as they do not contract for it, but sow it of 
their own accord, over and above what they settle for by bond. 
Baisdkk seems to be the natural season for sowing indigo, as at 
that time seed which has been lying dormant in the soil since the 
previous season germinates ; and wild indigo, ban-nil, also comes 
up. Up*country seed is used for the October and February sowings, 
and dest, or seed grown in or near Pumiah District, for the later 
sowings. The higher lands require more cultivation than the lower, 
twelve ploiighings, bdrd chds, being necessary on sucK lands ; while 
on the lower lands only six are given, more being considered to 
injuriously affect the plant Land from which a tori crop has been 
taken does not receive more than four ckds. Ploughing costs the 
planter who uses hired ploughs about one rupee for eight turnings 
up of the soil. The cultivator could plough twelve times for the 
same money. Weeding, w^hich commences in April, costs, in the 
south of the District, about 8 dnnds per blghd, or 3s. an acre. It is 
done with the koddli or spade, and consists in removing only the 
larger weeds or young plants of the jhau tree (Tamarix dioica). In 
the north, however, it is a more expensive and troublesome opera- 
tion, and is effected by the pusni or spud. All weeds and grass are 
removed. When the earlier sowings are about two feet high, the 
plant is ait, leaving about half a foot still standing, in the hope of 
obtaining second and third cuttings from it The first cuttn;^ ^e 
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called murhajiy and the others kMtid, The plant left is kept for 
seed. In the south of the District, indigo sometimes stands six and 
eight feet high when it is cut. 

The manufacture begins in June. The plant is brought in small 
bu^lSies on carts or boats to the factory, and deposited near the vats 
to be measured. Carts and boats also are obtained on the advance 
system, the advance being at the rate of Rs. 8 or i6s. per cart, and Rs. 
12 or ;^i, 4S. od. per boat In some places pack-bullocks or buffaloes 
are used as means of transport. A chain, usually 6 cubits or 9 feet 
long in the south, and 4J cubits or 6 feet 9 inches in the north, is 
passed xound the steins of as many of the bundles or pMas as will 
fit within it The number of these is supposed to represent a chain- 
ful, and the rest are counted, each chainful being subsequently paid 
for at the rate fixed in the contract. The rayat gets a receipt for 
this amount as soon as his plant is measured. The plant is now 
carried to the steeping vats, where it is arranged, bundle over 
bundle, and stacked. • Large beams are put on to press down the 
plant, and water is pumped in. The plant is then left to steep, 
and, if February sowing, remains in this state from ten to twelve 
hours, or, if April, from fifteen to twenty hours, until the experienced 
eye perceives that the liquid, a highly diluted indogen, has attained 
a fine bright orange colour. A thick froth rests over the whole, 
and is of a dark blue or bluish-black colour. From these signs, 
and from the general appearance of the vat, the planter knows it is 
time to run the liquid into the adjoining vat, where it is to be 
oxidized by a process of beating. Over-steeping makes a larger 
produce but inferior colour, and under-steeping the reverse. Both 
extremes are to be avoided, as a medium of weight and colour in 
indigo is the most profitable to the planter. Good indigo is invari- 
ably light, and bad indigo heavy. The beaters, usually D hangar 
coolies specially hired, plunge into the fluid, which is about knee 
deep, and begin to beat it with paddles, called pharnds^ at first 
slowly and gently, and then more quickly and strongly. Eight 
to fourteen men, according to the size, are required for each 
vat The froth after rising to a great thickness gradually subsides, 
and finally disappears altogether. The beating is generally com- 
pleted in three to four hours if the plant has been properly steeped, 
but if under-steeped it takes as much as five or five and a half hours 
to oxidize the fluid. The beaters now come out of the vat, in which 
the fecula is permitted to settle. If it has been properly beaten, the 
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fecula will have perfectly subsided in an hour or less. Care must 
be taken never to overbeat a vat, as the fecula grains then become 
broken into very fine dust and do not possess sufficient gravity to 
subside. As soon as the grains begin to unite, which may be tested 
by taking a little of the fluid on a plate, and when the general aspect 
of the vat is black, it is time to desist As soon as the fecula has 
subsided, the water is drained ofl* by means of holes perforated in 
the sides of the vat, one above another, and closed by pins. The 
uppermost pin is opened first, and so on to the lowest The indigo 
is now pumped up into the boiler from the ^fecula vat,^ where the 
produce of all the vats has been collected for that purpose. The 
fecula is generally boiled from eight to ten hours, until the froth 
entirely disappears from the surface, a little pure water bemg 
occasionally added to prevent burning. It mast also be kept 
constantly stirred. After boiling, the indigo is strained, and 
permitted to flow into a small flat vat, technically known as ‘the 
table.’ Here the water is permitted to flow into a small hollow 
at the side, and from that it is lifted up in buckets, and some- 
times pumped up back into the table again. The table is 
covered with a sheet, over which the liquid is thrown. After this 
‘ changing,’ as it is called, has been kept up for an hour and a half, 
or sometimes two or three hours, the water becomes perfectly clear, 
and the indigo, in the consistency of thin gruel, is left on the sheet. 
It remains in this state, wrapped and folded up, w|th weights upon 
it to press out any water still remaining. It is then put into strong 
boxes lined with cloth, the sides of which' are perforated with 
holes. The boxes being filled, they are placed under screw or 
pulley presses until the indigo coheres in a firm block, not unlike 
cheese in consistence. This block is taken out, and, by means of 
a frame of iron wires, cut into cakes. The cakes are next arranged 
on open shelves in the indigo ‘godown’ or storehouse, which must 
have good ventilation that the cakes may dry quickly. As soon as 
they are dry, they are carefully sorted according to colour, packed 
in mango-plank chests, containing from four to seven hundred cakes 
each, and sent to the Calcutta agents of the factoiy, to be sold there 
by public auction or to be shipped direct to England. 

The only factory for which I have received statistics is the large, 
-concern at Koldsi. The factory has a cultivation of about 3200 
llghds^ or nearly 1400 acres. During the eleven years preced- 
ing 1872, two seasons brought losses, three seasons covered their 
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expenditure, and six years were good. The average sum expended 
on the working of this concern during the same period was, in 
round numbers, ;:^J'38oo, besides about ;j^2oo of interest, or ;^4ooo 
in all According to Messrs. Thomas and Co.^s Indigo Circular, the 
average price which the Koldsi indigo fetched from 1862 to 1872 
was ;j^24 per factory 7 nan. According to the same authority, the 
average out-turn was 280 factory 7 na?is. The average number of 
bundles cut for the five years preceding 1872 was 102,500. The 
average area of cultivation was about 3200 highds. The average 
yield per bundle of plant manufactured was seven-sixteenths of a 
cake ; 366 bundles ought to give one man of indigo. The average 
nurnber of cakes made annually was 44,800, each cake weighing 
about 4 chhaidks or 8 ounces when dry; that is, x6o cakes went to 
make up one ina7i» The average yield per bighd was, therefore, 
sers or 7 lbs. The average number of bundles cut per big'M has 
been 32. The out-turn, however, is sometimes much larger. In 
the village of Modra, in which 223:^ bighds of land are sown in 
indigo, 14,341 bundles were cut in one year, giving 64 as the 
average number per bighd. Similarly in the village of Simirid, 
where 186 bighds of land are sown in indigo, 7414 bundles were cut, 
giving, on an average, 40 bundles per bighd. In the village of Saif- 
ganj, 364 bighds of land are sown, and 14,332 bundles cut, giving 
an average of 40 bundles per bighd. In Dalori, 198 bighds of land 
are sown, and 8735 bundles cut, giving, on an average, 43 bundles 
per bighd. The average profit has been £2^20^ thus : — Proceeds 
of the average out-turn of 280 mans of indigo, at ;^24, the average 
price per mail, ^£6^20; deducting outlay, or expenses incurred 
annually, ;^4ooo, there remains an average annual profit of £2^20, 
The rate of profit in average years, therefore, is 68 per cent, on the 
floating capital annually expended, and in really good years it must 
be more than cent, per cent. The Koldsi concern employs about 
80 coolies daily for ordinary work, such as digging, w^eeding, etc.; 
about 70 ploughmen; about 20 messengers to supervise the cultiva- 
tion; 16 factory messengers and personal attendants; and 60 others 
— grooms, elephant- drivers, thatchers, masons, carpenters, black- 
smiths, gardeners, and postmen; in all, 296. About 1700 men are 
engaged in cultivating during the indigo season. 

On the subject of indigo-planting in its relation to the cultivators, 
Mr. ShiUingford remarks : ‘ This [Koldsi] facioiy, and I may say 
this District, differs from all other Districts, in that the cultivation 
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of indigo is based more on the principle of free trade than elsewhere. 
In' other words, it pays the rdyat to cultivate indigo in Pumiah, and 
he does so of his own free-will For he sells us his indigo at our 
vats, where it is properly measured and a fair value given for the 
plant. The proof that it pays is that most of the rayats do not live 
in factory farms, and, consequently, they can, whenever they like, 
pay up their debt to the factory and stop cultivating.’ He thus enu- 
merates the advantages of the Purniah system; — (i) ‘During the 
months that indigo lands are being prepared and sown, no other crop 
can be grown ; (2) three-fohrths of the indigo is sown on lands from 
which one crop has already been reaped ; (3) in half of the lands, 
rice can be sown after the indigo has been cut, — thus the rayat gets 
three crops in one year off half his lands at least, mustard invariably 
preceding the indigo j (4) on all the didra lands only one crop can be 
grown, and that is indigo, for jthey go under water in July, remain 
under water till January, and are not -fit for ploughing till March ; 
(5) no grain sells at Rs. 5 or los. per man in Purniah, of which the 
rayat can reap 10 mans or even 6 mans per highd^ as is the case 
with indigo seed ; (6) the factory assists the rayats by giving them 
bullocks, ploughs, money to pay off their mahdjans or grain-lenders, 
and money for weeding. The bullocks they keep for good, and cul- 
tivate their other crops with 'them. The money we advance bears 
no interest during the season in which the advances are made.’ 
The Collector in 1873 seemed to endorse these statements to a 
large extent ‘The planters,’ he wrote, ‘are for the most part 
gentlemen who have been bom and bred in this District^ and who 
are consequently known to, and understood by, the rayats. Either 
the land here does not require, or, at all events, is not considered 
to require, so much weeding and care as is given to it in other Dis- 
tricts, either in Bengal or Behar. At the time indigo is sown near 
the Ganges, no other crop will grow. It will also grow on land from 
whicl. mustard has been reape<^ For these reasons, no difficulty 
is ever found by the planters in getting rayats to take advances. 
Some gentlemen who possess interest in land, as ;patniddi's^ farmers, 
or as rayats, sublet it on condition that the rent is paid in indigo. Mr. 
C. Shillingford tells me that he lets some of his/^A or farms at five 
bundles of indigo the bighd. Petty differences occasionally arise 
between planters and their rayats, such as always will crop up in 
all business transactions; but I have seen none of that universal 
disaffection and discontent which prevailed for years in Bengal.’ . 

VOL. XV. 2 A 



370 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF PURNIAH, 

The following information regardmg the area cultivated and the 
out-turn of the several indigo concerns in Purniah District was ob- 
tained for me by the Collector from the managers during the months 
of March and April 1876, and is founded on the latest measure- 
ments and returns. Munshdi concern, owned by Mr. C* A. Shilling- 
ford, in larganA Kumd'ripur, with factories at Munsh^i and Klrpur,, 
having an average area of indigo cultivation for the past ten years 
of 3348 and 2189 bighdSy and yielding an average out-turn of 189 
and 1 10 ■ respectively. M’dinahagar concern, owned 'by Mr, 
G. Burnell, in pargand Kdnkjol, with factories af Mdinanagarj Byn^, 
Kdlfganj, and Mah^debpur, having an average area of 6000 highds 
under cultivation for the past ten years, and yielding an' average 
'out-turn of 300 mans for the same period. Pirganj concern, in par- 
gand Hdveli Purniah, owned by Mr. H. Cruise, having an average 
cultivation of 1000 highds^ and an average yield of 100' mans of 
indigo. Sultanpur concern, owned by Mr. A. J. Forbes, with factories 
at SuMnpur, Amond, P-ohikpur, JaKlgarh, Forbes^b^d, R^mpur, 
M^isakul, and Khopda, having an average cultivated area for the 
past ten years of 17,568 highds^ and an out-turn of 363 mans. Bhau- 
gion concern, owned by Rii Lakshmipat Sinh, in pargand Tdjpur, 
having an average cultivation of 2065 highds ^ and an out-turn of 105 
mans. Gondw^rd concern, owned by Mr. H. Cave, with factories at 
Kori, Nisendra, Dum^r, Debfpur, Jauria, Bopird, Khaw^spur, Kdbar, 
and Gonrid, in pargand Dharmpur, having on an average 9194 highds 
under cultivation, and an out-mrn of 925 mans. Nilganj concern, 
owned by Mr, R. S. Pyne, in pargands Dharmpur and Hdveli 
Purniah, with factories at Nilganj, Kdjd, Khdga, Putilwa, Bdnbdgh, 
Bishnupur, Mirzdpur, Sirsi, and Masaud, having under cultivation an 
average area of 13,913 highds., and an out-turn of 675 mans of indigo. 
Sahard concern, in pargand Dharmpur, owned by Mr. J. L. Shilling- 
ford, with factories at Sahdrd, Hansdilf, and Kodshi, having an 
average area of 4.000 highds under cultivation, and an out-turn of 
from 350 to 400 mans. Koldsi concern, in pargand Koldsi, owned 
by Mr. G. W. Shillingford, with factories at Katiydr and Sambalpur 
in phrgand Dharmpur. having an average area of 5000 highds^ and an 
out-turn of 500 mans. Mahendrapur concern, in pargand Hdveli, 
owned by Mr.-F. Cruise, with factories at Mahendrapur, Mathaur, 
Sanhesbdlid, and Dinapur, having on an average 3000 highds under 
cultivatfon, and an out-turn of 300 mans. Dhafdrd concern, in par- 
gand Dharmpur, owned by Mr. E. De Souza, having 900 highds^ and 
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60 mans out-turn. Kaltdi concern, in pargand Lakshmipur in Bh^gal- 
pu?)' with factories at Burg^wan and *Phusiyan, in Purniah, having 
300 Ughds^zxiA 35 mans out-turn. Barrira conztTti, in pargand 
Dhampur, owned by Mr. McAllister, but closed since last year (1875) ; 
having an area of 4000 highds^ and 200 mans out-turn, with factories 
at Barr^r^, M^ik^nt, Mahirijganj, Parmanandpur, and Gokdlnagar. 
Nathpur, a factory in South Dharmpur, belonging to the Gangaldahi 
concern in pargand Bhdgalpur, having an average area of 100 bighas 
under cultivation ; out-turn not given. Bawdrd concern, in pargand 
Kdnkjol, owned by Mr. R. Walker, with factories at Bawdrd, Dilawari, 
Sibganj, and Jotrdm Rdi, having 6000 bighds under cultivation, and 
an out-turn of 300 mans. Gidwas factory, in pargand Hdveli Purniah, 
owned by Rdi Lakshmipat Sinh ; area, 600 bighds ; put-tum, 50 mans. 
Deorld concern, in pargand Hdveli Purniah, owned by Mr. Bentley, 
.with factories at Deorid; area, 1000 bighds; out-turn, 80 mans. Ldlpur 
factory, in pargand Hdveli Purniah, owned by Miss Gouldhauke, 
area, 900 bighds ; out-turn, 75 mans. 

. Commerce. — The chief articles of trade in Purniah are rice, oil- 
seeds, indigo, jute, tobacco, hides, and fish. The principal seats 
of commerce are Kdsbd and Ekambd, in pargand Hdveli Purniah; 
Duldlganj, in pargand Snpur ; Krishnaganj, in pargand Sultdnpur ; 
Rdniganj, on the Pitdnd, in pargand Badaur; Nawdbganj, in 
gand Kinkjol, and the Headquarters town of Purniah, The trade 
is carried on m^,inly-by permanent markets, but there are also large 
fairs held at KdrdgoU in November and February; at Ekambd in 
February; and at Nekmard, a little beyond the eastern boundary in 
Dindjpur, also in February. Scarcely any manufactures are exported 
except gunny and indigo. Agricultural products, such as paddy, 
jute^ tobacco, oil- seeds, and also dried fish and hides, form the 
chief staples of the export trade. In return for these, piece-goods, 
spices, drugs, and brass and iron ware are largely imported. The 
trade of the entire Bhdgalpur Division is chiefly in the hands 
of Bengalis from the neighbourhood of Calcutta. The number 
of up-country traders is proportionately very small The exports 
and imports gene;rally pass to and from the metropolis and the 
neighbouring marts. The former* greatly outbalance the latter; 
and this fact alone supports the view generally held, that owing to 
an influx of money the peasantry are becoming well-to-do and 
contented. 

Statistics of the trade of the District have been collected under the 
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system of river traffic registration which has been earned on at 
S^hibganj since 1872* 

The following figures show the amount of goods in standard mans 
shipped at places above Sdhibganj, for despatch down the Ganges 
to places below the registering station, for the six months from 
January to June 1872 : — ^From Bhawdnipur — ^rice, 422 mans; wheat, 
3190; other cereals, 210;. pulses and gram, 50; oil-seeds, 59,996; 
jute, 1840; tobacco, 1076; miscellaneous vegetable produce, 150; 
hides, 29 mans. From Kfisi — ^wheat, 62^ mans; oil-seeds, 4611; 
jute, J045; miscellaneous vegetable produce, 68; saltpetre, 5860; 
hides, 107; gM, 200; miscellaneous, igo , mans. From Kam^lpur 
— ^rice, 92 mans; wheat, 325; pulses and gram, 120; oil-seeds, 
4838; jute, 940; tobacco, 13,702; spices and pepper, 35; mis- 
cellaneous vegetable produce, 241 ; timber, 8 ; silk goods, 7 ; cotton 
goods, 2; gunnys, 400; miscellaneous, 615 mans. From K^igol^ 
— ^rice, 6872 mans; wheat, 2850 ; pulses and gram, 74 ; oil-seeds, 
7504; jute, 2953; sugar, 59; tobacco, 4657; spices and pepper, 
4035; miscellaneous vegetable produce, 460; shellac and other 
dyes, 118; timber, 10; brass and brass work, 137; other metals, 
151; salt, 256; hides, 1280; Jhorns, 133; ghi^ 6; silk goods, 4; 
cotton goods, 78; gunnys, 18,137 ; miscellaneous, 4178 mans. 
From Rdniganj — ^rice, 207; oil-seeds, 7706; jute, 1756; cotton,, 
200; tobacco, 750; ghi, 495; miscellaneous, 163 mam. From 
the small places in the District — ^rice, 2659; wheat, 343; other 
cereals, 125; pulses and gram, 802; oil-seeds, 15,513; jute, 728; 
sugar, 1920; tobacco, 1191 ; miscellaneous vegetable produce, 
4870; timber, 2; saltpetre, 200; hides, 125; horns, t 8 ; ghi, 176; 
gunnys, 180; miscellaneous, 3170 mans. For the same period the 
traffic passing S^ibganj upwards, and alleged to be consigned to 
places in Pumiah District, was : — To Bhawinfpur-- -rice, ^62$ mam; 
spices and pepper, 320.; miscellaneous vegetable produce, i j 
shellac and other dyes, 80; timber, 24; other metals, 169; salt, 
6192; cotton goods, 4; miscellaneous, 163 mam. To KMgoM — 
rice, 120 mans; jute, 125; cotton, 25,617; sugar, 91; spices and 
pepper, 2201 ; miscellaneous vegetable produce, 768; shellac and 
other dyes, 275; timber, 130; brass and brass work, 778; other 
metals, 585; salt, 8675; ghi, 16; silk goods, i; cotton goods, 
115 ; gunnys, i; miscellaneous, 16,031 mans. To small places in 
the District— rice, 4716 mam; wheat, 150; other cereals, 440; 
pulses and gram, 375; oil-seeds, 16; jute, i; cotton, 233; sugar, 
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22 ; spices and pepper, 25 ; miscellaneous vegetable produce, 4404 ; 
shellac and other dyes, 14; timber, 759; brass and brass work, 
’258; other metals, 61 ; salt, 9528; ghl, i ; silk goods, 100; cotton 
^ goods, 68; gunnys, 48; miscellaneous, 3899 mans. The total 
traffic, therefore, from Purniah down the Ganges for the six months 
of 1872 was as follows: — Rice, 10,252 mans; wheat, 7333; other 
cereals, 335 ; pulses and gram, 1046 ; oil-seeds, 46,168 ; jute, 9262 ; 
cotton, 200; sugar, 1979; tobacco, 21,376; spices and pepper, 
4070; miscellaneous vegetable produce, 57^9 i shellac and other 
dyes, 1 18; timber, 20; brass and brass work, 137; other metals, 
151; salt, 256; saltpetre, 6060; hides, 1541; horns, 151; gM^ 
S77; silk goods, II ; cotton goods, 80; gunnys, 19,717; mis- 
cellaneous, 8316 mans. The total of the up-traffic to Purniah in 
the same period amounted to: — Rice, 8461 mails; wheat, 150; 
other cereals, 440; pulses and gram, 375 ; oil-seeds, 16 ; jute, 126 ; 
cotton, 25,850 ; sugar, 113 ; spices and pepper, 2546 ; miscellaneous 
vegetable produce, 5173; shellac and other dyes, 369; timber, 
913 ; brass and brass ware, 1036 ; other metals, 815 ; silk, 24,395 ; 
ght^ 17; silk goods, loi ; cotton goods, 187; gunnys, 49; mis- 
cellaneous, 20,093 mans. 

During the second six months of 1872, from July to December, 
the return showed the following downward trade : — ^From the town 
of Purniah — ^rice, 1001 mans ; wheat, 1201 ; pulses and ^ ram, 770 ; 
oil-seeds, 3158; jute, 593; tobacco, 8409; miscellaneous vegetable ' 
produce, 19; salt, 200; ghi^ 44; gunnys, 33,883; miscellaneous, 2 
mans. From Kdrdgold — ^rice, 886 ; wheat, 9405 ; other cereals, 
540 ; pulses and gram, 5292 ; oil-seeds, 26,914; jute, 282 ; tobacco, 
590; spices, pepper, etc., 135; miscellaneous vegetable produce, 
770; salt, 100; hides, 2528; ghi^ 3; silk and silk goods, 8; cotton 
goods, 2; gunnys, 41,087; horns, 13; miscellaneous, 822 mans. 
From Nawibganj — rice, 4; wheat, 670; pulses and gram, 342; 
oil-seeds, 15,392; miscellaneous vegetable produce, 81 ; 172; 

miscellaneous, 12 mans. From Kiisi Sihibganj — rice, 1932 mans; 
wheat, 767; other cereals, 15; pulses and gram, 474; oil-seeds, 
25,468; jute, 1290; tobacco, 450; miscellaneous vegetable pro- 
duce, 235; timber, 864; gM, 209; miscellaneous, 2 mans. From 
Rdnlganj — ^wheat, 1000 mans ; oil-seeds, 14,566 ; jute, 204; tobacco, 
4781; miscellaneous vegetable produce, 300; ^///, 490; miscellaneous, 
75 mans. From Bhawdnipur — ^rice, 257 mans; wheat, 10,846; 
other cereals, 100; pulses and gram, 6978; oil-seeds, 22,157; 
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tobacco, 109; salt, 12; hides, 1^2 ;gM, 17; miscellaneous, 6 
From small places in the District — ^rice, 2116 mans ; wheat, 4960; 
other cereals, 818; pulses and gram, 3456; oil-seeds, 21,038; jute, 
66; sugar, 86; tobacco, 1266; spices, pepiper, etc., 225; mis- 
cellaneous vegetable produce, 9116; shellac and other dyes, 474; 
timber, 160; other metals, 50; hides, So; ghi^ 126 ; cotton goods, 
10; miscellaneous, 1732 mans. The upward trade for the same 
period was: — To Kdrdgold — rice, 1646 mans; other cereals, 160; 
pulses and gram, 15; jute, 31; cotton, 1532; sugar, 18; tobacco, 
10; spices and pepper, 125,* miscellaneous vegetable produce, 
602; shellac and other dyes, 15; timber, 726; other metals, 54; 
salt, 6786; silk, 68; cotton goods, 18; gunnys, 1178; betel-nut, 
35 ; miscellaneous, 7228 mans. To Kiisf S:£hibganj — rice, 8 ; other 
cereals, 7 ; pulses and gram, 25 ; sugar, 16 ; spices and pepper, 50; 
"miscellaneous vegetable produce, 54; shellac and other dyes, 10; 
timber, 16; brass and brass work, 20; salt, 8589; cotton goods, 
16; gunnys, 233; betel-nut, 1055 mans. To small places in the 
District — ^rice, 2790 mans ; wheat, 87 ; pulses and gram, 285 ; oil- 
seeds, 224; jute, 192; cotton, 2; sugar, 148; spices and pepper, 
225; miscellaneous vegetable produce, 1656; shellac and other, 
54; timber, 4365; brass and brass work, 125 ; other metals, 
393; salt, 22,186; silk, 5; cotton goods, ^ 165; gunnys, 1008; 
betel-nut, 1404 ; miscellaneous, 1598 mans. The total traffic down 
the Ganges from Pumiah for the second six months of 1872 thus 
amounted to — rice, 6176 mans; wheat, 28,839; other cereals, 
1473; pulses, and gram, 17,242; oil-seeds, 128,683; jute, 2435; 
sugar, 86; tobacco, 15,605; spices, pepper, etc., 360; miscellaneous 
vegetable produce, 10,521; shellac and other dyes, 474; timber, 
1024; other metals, *50; salt, 312; hides, ^ 2^40 ; gM, 1061; silk 
and silk goods, 8; cotton goods, 12; gunnys, 74,970; horns,' 13; 
miscellaneous, 2651 mans. The up-traffic to Pumiah was — ^rice, 
4444 mans; wheat, 87; other cereals, 249; pulses and gram, 325.; 
oil-seeds, 224; jute, 223; cotton, 1534; sugar, *182; tobacco, 10; 
spices and pepper, 400; miscellaneous vegetable produce, 2312; 
shellac and other dyes, 79; timber, 5107; brass and brass work, 
145 ; other metals, 447 ; salt, 37,561 ; silk, 73 ; cotton goods, 199; 
gunnys, 2419 ; betel-nut, 2494; miscellaneous, 8826 mans. 

The grand total of traffic down the Ganges for the whole District 
during the whole year 1872 was — ^rice, 16,428 mans; wheat, 36,172; 
other cereals, 1808 ; pulses and gram, 18,288; oil-seeds, 174,851 ; 
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jute, 11,697; cotton, 200; sugar, 2065 ; tobacco, 36,981; spices, 
pepper, etc., 4430; miscellaneous vegetable produce, 36,310; 
shellac and other dyes, 592; timber, 1044; brass and brass ware, 
137; other metals, 201; salt, 568; hides, 4281; ghi^ 1938; silk 
and silk goods, 19 ; cotton goods, 92 ; gunnys, 94,687 ; horns, 164; 
saltpetre, 6060 ; miscellaneous, 10,967 mans. The grand total of 
the up-traffic during the whole year was — rice, 12,905 mans ; wheat, 
237; other cereals, 689 ; pulses and gram, 700; oil-seeds, 240; jute, 
349; cotton, 27,384; silk, 73; sugar, 295; tobacco, io; spices 
and pepper, 2946; miscellaneous vegetable produce, 7485; shellac 
and other dyes, 448; timber, 6020; brass and brass ware, 1181 ; 
other metals, 1262; salt, 61,956 yghi^ 17 ; silk goods, loi ; cotton 
goods, 386; gunnys, 2468; betel-nut, 2494; miscellaneous, 28,919 
mans. 

I have not got figures for the several markets for later years, but 
the gross export trade pf Purniah was as follows in 1873 and 1874, 
as registered at S^hibganj : — Oil-seeds, 223,584 mans in 1873, 
299,390 in 1874; sugar, 1915 in 1873, 4486 in 1874; tobacco, 
37,782 in 1873, 32,893 in 1874; wheat, 33)423 in 1873, 27,754 in 
1874; pulses and gram, 60,983 in 1873, iii ^874. In 1873, 

66,920 mans of salt were despatched upwards past S£hibganj to 
Purniah, and 66,869 mans in 1874. All the foregoing figures, how- 
ever, probably do not represent more than a third of the traffic of 
the District, even exclusive of its trade withNep^. The rice trade, 
for instance, is an up-Ganges one, and does not pass Sihibganj. 
A large part of the jute, oil-seeds, and tobacco find their way to 
Calcutta by the Mah^and^ and Kdlindrf, and debouch upon the 
Ganges at a point below the registering station. 

The Commissioner of the Bhdgalpur Division, in his Administra- 
tion Report for the year 1872-73, notices a palpable connection be- 
tween the export and import trade and the development of the system 
of paper currency, under which notes are now freely issued and 
cashed. The amount of notes received for silver in all the treasuries 
is far larger than the amount of notes issued for silver, and it is im- 
possible to attribute this result to any other cause than the want of 
equilibrium between the export and import trade. By watching the 
.seasons when the operations connected with the exchange of notes 
chiefly occur, it has been ascertained that the money received in ex- 
change for nc^es principally represents the value of country produce 
purchased and exported to other Districts ; while the notes issued 


f 



376 STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF FURNIAK 


for silver are believed to represent the proceeds of piece-goods and 
other import trade. In corroboratiop of the above opinion, it may 
be mentfoned that the heaviest exchanges of silver for notes are 
carried on in March, April, May, and June, during whigh months 
the brokers of the large merchants, called goldddrs^ are known to 
make extensive purchases of grain. 

River Traffic Statistics. — Since September 1875 ^ 
system of boat registration has been established on all the great 
water-ways of Bengal, and the results are published montlily in The 
Statistical Reprter, The following tables (pp. 377 and 378), which 
have been compiled from that source, show (Table I.) the exports 
from Pumiah during the six months ending February 1876, and 
(Table II.) the imports into the District during the same period. 

From ^ese tables it appears that the total of the exports during 
the half-year, in Class I. (articles registered by weight only), 
amounted to 516,383 mans^ or 18,903 tons ; of which mustard-seed 
contributed 35 per cent; jute, 18 per cent; wheat, 9 per cent ; 
linseed, 6 per cent ; and tobacco, 6 per cent. The total of the im- 
ports in the same class was 259,321 mans^ or 9493 tons; of which 
salt formed 42 per cent ; saltpetre, 8 per cent ; pulses and gram, 
5 per cent ; and other saline substances, 4 per cent The weight 
of the exports, therefore, exceeded that of the imports by 257,062* 
mans, or just twofold. Under Class II. (articles registered by num- 
ber only), the most noticeable items are 131,810 gunny -bags, 
exported in the months of September and December; and 269,500 
bundles of hay and straw, exported in October and January. In 
Class III. (articles registered by value only), the exports were valued 
at Rs. 46,832 (^^4683, 4s. od.) ; of which European cotton goods 
formed 38 per cent, all in February; and miscellaneous native 
goods, 23 per cent The imports in this class reached Rs. 239,181 
(4;^23,9t8, 2s. od), or five times the value of the exports; European 
cotton goods made up 48 per cent; native cotton goods,. 21 
per cent ; and miscellaneous native goods, 19 per cent, of the 
total. • 

From the returns obtained at the several registration stations, 
which are also published in The Statistical Reporter, it may be 
gathered that the trade of Pumiah, as might be expected, is mainly 
confined to Lower Bengal. Out of the total of exports in Class I., 
‘3 cent was sent 'towards Patnl Of the total imports 

{Sentence continued on page 379. 
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Statistics of the River Traffic of Purniah District for the 
Six Months ending February 1876. — ^Table I. (Exports.) 


Description of Goods. 

Septem- 

ber. 

October. 

Novem- 

ber. 

Decem- 

ber, 

January. 

Feb- 

ruary. 

Total. 

1 Class I, 


mans. 

mans. 

mans. 

mans. 

mans. 

mans. 

mans. 

Cotton, twist (European), 


... 


6 

... 

... 

... 

6 

Lac-dye, 


... 

... 

... 

... 


ZQX 

lOI 

Red-wood, . 


300 



... 


... 

300 

Red earth, . 


*»• 

... 




50 

50 

White earth. 



... 

... 


... 

as 

35 

Indigo, 


23 

... 

... 

459 



483 

Indigo-seed, 


DOO 

14 




450 

1,^4 

Fuel and firewood. 


330 



40 


... 

360 

Fruits, dried. 


... 

... 

... 


75 

3 

78 

i ruits, fresh, and vegetables. 

3 

751 

150 

... 

’39 

4 

946 

Wheat, 


18,478 

13.992 

8,714 

4 »S 94 

3 » 2 io 

- 535 

49,523 

Pulses and gram, . . 


5 ,ai 9 

2.893 

3,769 

61S 

1,076 

1,238 

13,810 

Rice 


3^863 

5.341 

1,647 

678 

^45 

1,108 

12,782 

"Paddy, 


314 

r. 54 t 

551 

... 


... 

2,306 

Other cereals, 


646 

1,080 

814 

603 

429 

4 

3,576 

Jute, .... 


1,786 

6,815 


33,198 

231983 

30,534 

96,833 

Fibres, manufactures of, 


997 

4.773 

5,690 

3 , 860 

14,630 

8,196 

37,146 

Hides, , . * . 


25 

100 

65s 

3,18a 

2 ^ 9*5 

3,804 

9,68 1 

Horns, 


1 

10 


196 

43 

39 

380 

Iron and its manufactures. 


5 

•*. 

... 

... 


*5 

30 

Copper and brass, 




JS 

90 

’**28 

10 

*43 

Other metals. 


5 



10 

... 

... 

15 

Lime and limestone, . 




... 


10 

... 

xo 

Stone, .... 


1,335 



... 


... 

1,225 

Stick-lac, 


... 

... 


33 

... 

... 

33 

Ghf, .... 


519 

363 

x8o 

18s 

189 

215 

1,651 

Oil, .... 


43 

8 

36 


... 


77 

Linseed, 


11,588 

6,303 

3,720 

4,849 

5,982 

3,483 

35,924 

r*V-seed, . 


335 

4 « 

... 



i6 

283 

Mustard-seed, 


35.089 

47.516 

4 i> 4*7 

34 »oo 3 

* 5,333 

10,353 

183,710 

Castor-oil-secd, . 


572 

74 

103 

*6s 

... 1 

... 

9*4 

Poppy-seed, 






146 , 

... 

146 

Salt, .... 


510 

... 

... 

... 


SO 

S6o 

Other saline sub.stances, 


100 ; 


... 

... 


170 

270 

Spices and condiments, 


7 o 5 

3 o 8 

76 

8,566 

"’Si 

4,533 

14,170 

Sugar, refined, , 


27 1 

... 


... 

45 

18 

90 

Sugar, unrefined. 


25 i 

... 

... ^ 

300 

30 

*44 

497 

Tea, 



.. 

... 


36 


26 

Tobacco, 


13.457 ' 

9*697 

2,604 

4.384 

• 2.»^7 ! 

236 

33,205 

Miscellaneous, . 


4.178 ^ 

478 

3,i'8o 

3,003 

265 ^ j 


*4,256 

'lotal. 

100,548 

101,998 1 

83.843 

91,0x3 

73,828 1 

65.155 

5*6,383 

Class 11 . 


Number 

Niunber 

Number 

Number 

N umber 

Number 

Number 

Bufialoes, . 


33 

•*. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

23 

. Birds, .... 


... 

... 

... 

... 

ISO 

1x6 

3S6 

Timber, 


58 

... 

^*525 

3x6 


i8 

*, 9*7 

Bamboos, . 


330 

488 



... 

... 

7*8 

Cocoa-nuts, . 


3.950 

... 

4,350 


... 

... 

8,300 

Canes, .... 





... 

... 

1,300 

1 , 300 ' 

Gunny-bags, 


53.780 

78,030 

... 

... 

... 

... 

131,810 

Hay and straw, . 


... 

300,000 

... 

... 

69,500 

... 

369,500 

Miscellaneous, . 


3.436 

... 

... 

3*9 

950 1 

... 

4 , 68 s 

Class III. 


.Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Woollen manufactures, ’ 

. 

••• 

»•« 

880 

400 

... 

... 

1,280 

Silk manufactures, 


... 

... 

... 


... 

4,800 

4,800 

Cotton (Europc.'in) manufrs. 

100 

... 

... 

... 

f.,. 

17,500 

17,600 

1 Cotton (Native) manufrs. 



... 

1,100 

... 1 

**330 

4,ico 

6,530 

Miscellaneous (Native) goods. 

450 

413 i 

... 1 

90 

8,400 

1,3^ 

10,723 

Miscellaneous (Europ.) goods, 


... 

... 


... 

5,900 

5,900 

Total, 

550 ] 


1,980 1 

490 

9,730 

33,669 

46,832 
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Statistics of the River Traffic of Purniah District for thr 
Six Months ending February 1876. — ^Table IL (Imports.) 


Description of Goods, 

Septem- 

ber. 

October 

Novem- 

ber. 

Decem- 

ber. 

January 

Feb- 

ruary. 

Total 

Class I. 

mans. 

mans. 

mans. 

mans. 

mans 

■mans. 

mans. 

Coal and cokci 

... 

... 

5^5 

840 

1,172 

1,925 

4.502 

Cotton, ' 

... 

152 

75 

780 

594 

1,675 

3*276 

Cotton, twist (Native), . 

... ' 



6 

... 

8 

*4 

Chemicals and medicines, . 

21 

8 

104 

68 

202 

549 

952 

Intoxicating drugs. 

X08 

... 

. *5 

... 

123 

Vermilion, .... 
Red-wooa, .... 

... 



5 . 

400 

■30 

435 

... 

... 

u. 


23 

' 23 

Red ea'th, .... 

... 


... 

... 

12s 

238 

363 

White, earth, .... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


2,206 

2,206 

KirahfcAi, .... 

... 


... 

... 

9 

15 

24 

Indigo, 

... 

... 

... 

233 

3*781 

3 

236 

Indigo-seeds, .... 

800 

14 

... 


1,200 

5*795 

Betel nuts, .... 
Fuel and firewood,* 

1,689 

794 

227 

48s 

3*745 

883 

7,823 

885 

115 

... 

... 

325 

**325 

Fruits, dried. 

2 


470 

94 

4 

735 

Fruits, fresh, and vegetables. 

2 

... 

22 

^ 4 

358 

321 

707 

Wheat, 

253 

995 

250 

640 

562 

I, '296 

3,996 

Pulses and gram, i 

3,061 

647 

2,994 

2,882 

1,6x1 

1,318 

1,260 

*3*135 

Rice, 

Paddy, 

Other cereals, 

467 

170 


688 

- *8r 

2,153 

7,610 

6,128 

1,065 

199 

6 

75 

*,*35 

67 

2,428 

811 

33* 

448 

1,722 

6,805' 

Gums and resins, . 

6 

... 


... 

320 

30s 

631 

‘516 

Jute and other raw fibres, . 

31 

3 


L. 

482 

Fibres, manufactures of. 

48 

90 

18 

21 

1,984 

240 

2,401 

Silk, raw, .... 

6 

... 


8 

5 

19 

Hides, 

... 

375 

... 


... 


375 

Iron, 

989 

245 

26 

114 

93* 

1,922 

4,227 

Copper and brass, , 

Other metals. 

36 

43 

21 

S 


99 

223 

406 

21 

Lime and limestone. 

1,662 

3S0 

825 

*3 547 

*>*43 

845 

6,402 

Stone, 

Shell-lac 

... 

i,i6:^ 

200 

... 

669 

1,304 

3*336 

2 

... 

... j 


25 

27 

Stick-lac, , . . • . 

30 

x6 

20 

... 

... 

80 

146 

Gh£, 

2 

... 


X 

26 

10 

39 

Oil. 

4 

2 

5 

... 

50 


61 

Linseed, .... 


... 


30 


. 30 

7iV-seed, .... 

... 

. 6 



7 

... 

*3 

Castor-oU-sced, 

35 

95 

... 

... 



130 

Mustard-seed, 

S09 

241 

157 

390 

... 


1,297 

T^py-seed, .... 

22 

34.495 

31 

J7 

1 13,742 

2 

12,830 

26,524 

•32 

21,809 

237 

I09,4cx> 

Saltpetrcj .... 

' 21,660 

20 



21,680 

Other saline substances, ‘ 

125 

5*7 

5*9 

8ao 

’428 

9,000 

11,429 

Spices and condiments. 

250 

473 

83 

55 

1,269 

3,434 

5.564 

' Sugar, refined, 

2,551 

a»5<SS 

35* 

75* 

618 

567 

7*403 

Sugar, unrefined, . 

Tobacco, .... 

924 

2,082 

*39 

869 

819 

2,279 

7*112 

60 

191 

227 

333 

52 

390 

*>253 

Miscellaneous, 

9>337 

1,120 

375 

507 

I3I27 

462 

12,928 

, Total, 

fiS.779 

39rSO^ 

i 22,016 

23*833 

5*. 343 

56,849 

259*321 

Class IT. 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Fowls, 

•«. 

... 

48 , 

«... 

... 

... 

48 

Timber, ..... 

46 

12 


.»« 

... 

... 

58 

Bamboos, .... 

667 

914 

599 

402 

44 

. xoo 

2,726 

Cocoa-nuts, .... 

14,970 

73OSO 



3*750 

> ... 

25,770 

Gonny-bap, 

Bricks and tiles, , 


... 


1,000 


500 

4,400 

1,500 

Miscellaneous, 

4.853 

543 

77 

3*0 

*99 

4*472 

10,454 

Class III. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

' Rs. 

Rs. 

Leather and its mamufacturcs. 

... 

1^420 

933c®' 

*,037 

2,500 

2,410 

16,667 

Woollen manufactures, . 

... ' 

73097 

... 

7*997 

Cotton (European) manufrs, . 

595 

3 935 

i,*388 

6,284 

85*665 

*6,544 

114,411 

Ckitton (Native) n^ufactures. 
Miscellaneous (Native) goods, 

8,240 

2533^8 

16,632 

2,200 

2,600 

3*160 

52,150 

633 

130 

78 

3*830 

22,840 

*9*925 

47,436 

Miscellaneous (Europ.) goods. 



35 

60 

850 

945 

M“scellaneous goods, . 


475 

... 

... 

... 

475 

Total, 

3, <68 1 

383375 

27,433 

13,411 

*^3*605 

42,889 

239,181 
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Sentence continued from f age 376.] 

in the same class, 23 per cent was received from the direction of 
Patnd, and 2 per cent was registered at DarauH on the Ghagri, 

With regard to particular staples of trade, The Statistical Reporter 
furnishes the following details, shotting the course of trade and the- 
chief local marts. During the four months November 1875 to 
February 1876, the total exports of jute were 88,232 mans^ steadily 
increasing month by month. Of this total, only 21,944 mans^ or 
about one-fourth, went direct by boat to Calcutta, and the remain- 
der was apparently diverted to. the railway at S^hibganj and other 
stations. During the two months of January and February, it was 
ascertained that 4744 mans of jute from Purniah thus left the river 
at Kushtia. For those same two months the marts that exported 
jute to Calcutta and Kushtia maybe arranged in the following order : 
— DuUlganj, 6573 mans ; Nawdbganj, 1286; Barmi, 1177; Krish- 
naganj, T070 ; Rdnfganj, 718; Dewang, 343. With the exception 
of large exports of wheat, diminishing from September month by 
month, the trade of Purniah' in food-grains is insignificant. The ex- 
port of oil-seeds is large, especially of mustard-seed. The following 
particulars can be given' for the single month of December: — Total 
linseed exported, 4849 mans^ from the marts of Nawibganj (1508 
mans) and Rdnfganj (1337) ; total mustard-seed exported, 34,003 
manSy from the marts of Bhawdnfpur (6775 mans\ Kdr%ol£ (4956), 
Nawdbganj (4931), Damarklti (4726), Riniganj {3999), Ekambd 
(1510), Duldlganj (1380). A considerable proportion of this export 
of oil-seeds is sent across the Ganges to S^hibganj for rail transport. 
The trade in tobacco may be thus analyzed for the same month of 
December: — Total exports, 4384 mans; of which 1263 mansyn^r^ 
consigned direct to Calcutta, and 1137 to Hiigli; the exporting 
marts were K^rdgoM (1974 mans)^ Duldlganj (1673), Charakp^d, 
(535) \ Purniah town imported 333 mans. In the same month, 
Purniah town exported 3287 mans of wheat. The trade in Man- 
chester piece-goods may be thus analyzed for the three months 
December to February : — Imports, Rs. 108,493 5 exports, Rs. 17,500. 
The importing marts were K^rdgoU (Rs. 98,759), and Bhawdniganj, 
Kamalpur, and Naw^bganj (Rs. 1600 each). The supply was 
almost entirely derived from Si^hibganj in the Santdl Parganits. In 
the month of January, Kir^old received Rs, 67,300 from that 
source, and Rs. 10,400 in February; but in the latter month, Kird- 
gol 4 despatched Rs, 15,200 to Sahibganj, and Rs. 800 to H^yatpnr 
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in Maldah, an exceptional re-export, which must be attributed to 
overtrading In November, the importation of native-made cotton 
cloth amounted to Rs. 16,632 ; of which Kantanagar received 
Rs. 13,800, and Rdniganj Rs. 2500. 

The Trade with Nepal has always been a matter of most 
important commercial interest in Purniah. In 1790 the Collector 
reported that the exports to that country consisted of salt, betel- 
nuts, spices, small cardamoms, pep})er, assafoetida, sugar, tobacco, 
cotton cloths, woollen cloths, muskets, flints, dried fish, earthen 
pots, and live hogs ; and the imports, of timber, ready-made wood- 
work, rice and paddy, other grains, Bhutin blankets, cotton, large 
cardamoms, oranges, wax, madder, drugs, lac, catechu or Terra 
Japonica, frankincense, iron, rhinoceros horns and hides, mainasj 
parrots, and falcons. He adds a note on the freedom of the traffic 
from all duties, a state of things which, from mistaken ideas regard-' 
ing the balance of trade, he strongly condemns. In the following 
year the Collector gave a more detailed account of this trade, and 
estimates its value as follows: — Exports— salt, Rs. 10,0003 betel-’ 
nuts, Rs. 5000; spices, Rs. 3000; small cardamoms, Rs. 1000; 
pepper, Rs. 2000; assafoetida, Rs. 500; sugar, Rs. 2000; tobacco, 
Rs. 1000 ; cotton cloth, Rs. 3000 ; woollen cloth, Rs. 2000 3 mus- 
kets, Rs. 10003 flints, Rs. 2003 dried fish, Rs. 3003 earthen pots, 
Rs. 500; hogs, Rs. 1000: total exports, Rs. 32,500, or £^2^0, 
Imports — timber, Rs. 70,000; ready-made woodwork, ' Rs. 10,000; 
rice and paddy, Rs. 150,0003 other grain, Rs. 50,0003 Bhutdn 
blankets, Rs. 10003 cotton, Rs. 3000 3 large cardamoms, Rs. 2000 3 
oranges, Rs. 5003 wax, Rs. 50003 madder and drugs, Rs. 20003 
lac, Rs. 2000 3 catechu or Terra Japonica, Rs. 40003 frankincense, 
Rs. 30003 iron, Rs. looo; rhinoceros horns, Rs. 500, and hides, 
Rs. 5003 mainds and parrots, Rs. 10003 and falcons, Rs. 500: 
total imports, Rs. 304,000, or ;^3 0,400, 

During the past year, 1875, a system of registration has been 
introduced for the Nepdl trade, which may be hoped to give more 
accurate results. Up to the present time, however, its operations 
have been limited 3 and the following estimates of the yearly imports 
and exports, made by the officers of the two northern Subdivisions, 
althougli founded on the registered returns, are in parts rough 
estimates of small statistical value. 

List of articles imported from Nep^l into the Ar^riy^ Subdivision 
during the year 1875; — Uncleaned cotton, 3928 7 na 7 is^ or 2895 
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cwts., valued at ;^io76, i6s. od. ; drugs, 123 7nans^ or 87^ cwts., 
valued at ^97, los. o"d. ; dried fruits, 41 77tans^ or 28 J cwts., valued 
fresh fruits, valued at wheat, 99 7nans^ or 7of 

cwts., valued at ;£‘i2, 4s. od. ; other spring crops, 1685 ?nans, or 
i203|- cwts., valued at;2^49o, i8s. od, ] rice, 81,804 manSj or 58,431^ 
cwts., valued atp^74i5, 4s, od. ; other khatif ox rainy-season crops, 
52,325 mo^ns, or 37,375 cwts., valued at od.; gums 

and resins, 178 mans^ or 127-^ cwts., valued at ;^io9, 7s. od. ; fibres, 
raw, 11,472 7nans^ or 8194^ cwts., valued at ;j^i848, 14s. od. ; fibres, 
manufactured, quantity unknown, valued at ^2 75, los. od, ; hides, 
2616 pieces, valued at ^160, 4s. od. ; shellac, t6 inans^ or iif 
cwts., valued at ;2^i2, los. od. ; ghi, 47 mans^ or 334- cwts., valued 
at ;^94, 4s. od.; oil, 37 inans^ or 264 cwts., valued at ^^^29, i6s. od.; 
oil-seeds, 1163 mans^ or 8304 cwts,, valued at £26*], 4s. od. ;.salt, 
48 7nans^ or 30 cwts., valued at ;^8, 8s. od. ; spices, 399 mans, or 
285 cwts., valued at 12s. od. ; molasses and sugar, 593 mans, 
or 4234 cwts., valued at ^^634, 6s. od. ; tobacco, 175 mans, or 125 
cwts., valued at;^32, 13s. od.; sheep and goats, 2460 heads, valued 
at ; z ^^ i 556,* 8s. od. ; and timber, 872 logs, valued at ;^xi36, 2s. od. 

List of articles exported from the Ardriyd Subdivision into Nepdl^ 
during 1875: — Cleaned cotton, 164 mans, or 1174 cwts., valued 
at ;^29, 4s. od, ; English cotton-twist, 9 mans, or 6?- cwts., valued 
at drugs, quantity unkncfwn, valued at ^27, 6 s. od. ; gdnjd, 

42 1 lbs., valued at 9s. od. ; dyes other than indigo, quantity 
unkijown, valued at ;^13, 6s. od. ; dried fruits, 288 mans, or 205I 
cwts., valued at ;£’298 ; fresh fruits, 627 mans, ox 447f cwts., valued 
at;^49, od. ; wheat, 392 mans, or 280 cwts., valued at ;^73, 

I os. od. ; other spring crops, 1193 or 8524 cwts., valued at 

£2^% 2S. od. ; rice, 890 mans, or 6354 owts., valued at 
14s. od. ; other aghani crops, 42 mans, or 30 cwts., valued at ^8, 
8s. od. ; fibres, raw, 88 mans, or 624 cwts., valued at ^10; fibres, 
manufactured, quantity unknown, valued at ^10, 5s. od. ; horns, 
4s. ; raw silk, 4 lbs., valued at 9s. ; manufactured iron, 852 mans, 
or 6084 cwts., valued at £600, 3s. od. ; copper and brass, quantity 
unknown, valued at ;;^54, 12 s, od. ; shellac, quantity unknown, 
valued at £1$, iSs. od.; oil, 53 mans, or 374 cwts., valued at £s6>, 
153. od. • oil-seeds, 195 mans, or 1394 cwts., valued at ^^44, los. od.; 
salt, 969 mans, ox 6924 cwts., valued at ;^444) 5:2s, od. ; spices, 
quantity unknown, valued at £4, los. od. ; unrefined sugar or gdr, 
Boo ma7ts, or 5314 cwts., valued at £2^1^ 4s. od.; tobacco, 2537 
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mans, or 1830 cwts., valued at;j^669, 15s. od. ; betel-nut, 4s. ; dried 
fish, 26.x mans, or tS6^ cwts., valued at ;^65; horses, 88, valued at 
;;^89, I2S. od. sheep, goats, and hogs, 9432, valued at £2^64, 
i6s. od. ; bamboos, quantity unknown, valued at ;£2, 12s. od. ; 
cotton, valued at ;£i6; blankets, ;£’74, 13s. od.^; manufactured 
silk, ;^392 ; native cotton cloth, ^46^6, i8s. od. 

The imports into the Krishnaganj Subdivision from Nepdl in 
1875 were estimated to be: — Cotton, 11,920 mans of 80 lbs. each; 
paddy, 156,580; rice, 83,700; mustard, 8750; ghi, 540; ginger, 
1600; jute, 17,150; gunny, 34,600; tobacco, 18,315; potatoes and 
vegetables, 2400; iron, 1040 mans; hides, 29,720 in number 
ploughs, 8500 ; manufactured woollen goods,' valued at ;^6o ; an( 
native manufactured cotton, valued at ;^54o. 

The exports into Nepdl from the Krishnaganj Subdivision 
during the same year were: — Salt, 47,020 mans; sugar, 250; 
molasses, 1450; dried fish, 1100; ddl, 3700; flour, 1300; betel- 
nuts, 1190; brass ware, 900 mans; cotton, European manufacture, 
valued at;,£^i25o; and cotton, native manufacture, valued at 

Transit dues are levied by the Nep^l Government on both exportt 
and imports. The frontier is divided into a certain number of 
portions, known as sair mahdls, which are fanned out for a’ term of 
years to contractors called chaudhaAs. The duty on exports is 
levied either by weight or ad valorem, and payment in kind is 
seldom received. A cart-load of dhdn, or unhusked rice, pays a 
fee of 9 dnnds, or is. i^d., before leaving Nepdl; a cart-load nf 
raw jute pays 5 dnnds, or 7^d., and the same quantity of raw cotton 
Ks. I- 4. o, or 2S. 6d. A coolie-load of dhdn or of cotton is 
subjected to a duty of one 'dnnd per load, which generally weighs 
under i^ mans. Kice or cotton carried on pack-ponies pays a 
duty of one dnnd in^the rupee, or 6| per cent. In the case of ghi, 
mustard, tobacco, and ginger, a duty of dnnds is levied per rupee 
(9! per cent). Gunny and clotlis pay half a pice, or on each 
piece. These are the rates fixed by the Nep£l Government, but 
they are frequently exceeded, as the farmer is practically under 
no control, hi some places, the subdivisional officer of Krishna- 
ganj found that the rate on mustard, jute, ghi, tobacco, rice, and 
paddy was the same, namely, six pice, or 2|d., on every two shil- 
lings' worth purchased. In other parts, rice and paddy paid at 
the rate of one dnnd on the rupee. The duty on exports from 
Nepal is paid at the time of purchase in the local market, and 
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the purchaser is there furnished with a pass or char chitta. The 
goods are only examined on the frontier, to see if the descrip- 
tion on the pass corresponds with the article exported. Smuggling, 
if detected, is punished by the levy of double duty. As regards 
imports into Nep^, the duty is levied when the goods are sold 
at the markets. But when the importer has a shop in Nep^l, he 
has to pay only a certain sum annually, and is permitted to 
import as much as he pleases, free of duty, provided he sells in 
the shop ifor which he is assessed. Duty on imports is generally 
levied in kind at so many sers in the man. If the articles do not 
admit of payment in kind, and the importer has not a recognised 
shop, they are subjected to an ad valorem duty before he is per- 
mitted to retail, the rate being left entirely to the discretion of 
the chaudhaAi whose object is to levy the highest amount he can 
without making it prohibitive of further trading. For instance, in 
the case of a load of brass ware passing into the Murang, the 
vendor of which has no shop and intends to retail from village to 
village, he would pay a certain sum assessed on the value of his 
stock, and would then be furnished with a pass authorizing him to 
sell his goods without any further payment of duty. 

The chief local markets on the British side of the frontier are : 
— In the Ardriya Subdivision — Nawdbganj, Sonapur, Mirganj, 
Kasambd, Rdgald, Karsa-kdtd, Megha, Pfrganj, Kasat. And in 
the Krishnaganj Subdivision — Phabwari, Bairid, Korabdri, Digal- 
bank, Gandarbaddnga, Tatpod, Kaldghdt, and Bhatgaon. The 
chief trade routes between Purniah and Nepal are, within the 
Ardriya Subdivision, (i) the Nawdbganj, (2) the Pathardebd, 
(3) the Mirganj, (4) the Mahdsen', (5) the Kasambhd, (6) the 
Sauragadam, (7) the Rdjald, (8) the Kudrf, and (9) the Siktf 
roads. In the Krishnaganj Subdivision the routes are — (i) from 
Dhubeli via Kochdha to Chailghdzf market in Murang ; (2) from 
Phulwdn via Teragdch to Chailghazi, and again (3) from Fathipur 
to Chailghdzi; (4) from Khdnidbdd to Athmauza in Nepdl ; (5) 
from Bairid to Ultabari in Nepal ; (6) from Kordbari, ma Pulsd, to 
Mohabari and Banidni, in Murang; (7) from Digalbank via Tadgan- 
dubd to Jhilmilyd market in Nepal ; (8) from Gandarbaddnga via 
Kbdddbhitd to Pautapard in Murang; (9) from Simalbdn via 
Ambari to Khatdmanf ; (10) from Tatpod market to Lodhabdri in 
Murang; (ii) from Bhawdniganj via Chaughdtf to Khdnidbhitd; 
(12) from Kdlughdt to Patharmdri; (13) from Bhargaon via Dhob- 
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gdchi to Dholab^rl and Dohnagari in Murang. These are all mere 
c^rt roads, which are not in good repair, but are passable for traffic 
at all seasons. 

The trade in cardamoms, bees-wax, chireta, timber, ivory, and 
musk, forms a monopoly of the Nep£ Government. The last is 
considered especially valuable. 

The returns published quarterly in The Statistical Reporter enable 
me to give the figures for the trade of Pumiah with Nepdl for the 
six months ending March 1876. In Purniah there are three frontier 
stations to register the passing traffic — at Amond, Siktf, and Digal- 
bank. During the three months January to March 1876, when the 
trade was much more brisk than in the closing quarter of 1875, 22 
per cent, of the exports from the District, and 60 per cent, of the 
imports into the District, as well as 61 per cent, of the imports 
into Bh^alpur, were registered at Amond; ii per cent, of the 
exports and 23 per cent of the imports at Sikti; and 67 per 
cent of the exports and 17 per cent of the imports at Digalbank. 
The traffic under Class III. was more equally divided between the 
three routes. 

The total of the exports during the half-year from Purniah into 
Nepdl in Class I. amounted to 15,701 mans^ or 574 tons, — a total 
which is exceeded by the exports from the Districts of Muzaffarpur, 
Bh^alpur, and Champdran. About four-fifths of the whole were 
despatched in the first quarter of 1876. The chief items are : — 
Salt, 29 per cent. ; sugar (unrefined), 16 per' cent. ; iron and its 
manufactures, 13 per cent. ; tobacco, 7 per cent. ; rice, 6 per cent. ; 

, spices and condiments, 5 per cent; pulses and gram, 4 per cent. 
The exports in Class II. include* 647 cows and bullocks; 146 
buffaloes ; 1087 goats and sheep ; 1488 pigs ; 284 gunny-bags. It 
appears that Nepdl receives the greater portion of her imported 
domestic animals and all her gunny-bags from Pumiah. The total 
of the exports in Class III. is Rs. 56,867, of which, again, about 
eight-ninths were despatched in the first quarter of 1876. The 
chief items are : — Native-made cotton goods, 45 per cent, ; English 
piece-goods, 34 per cent ; miscellaneous native goods, 15 per cent; 
woollen manufactures, 6 per cent 
The total of the imports into Purniah from Nep^l in Class I., 
during the same six months, is 63,647 mans^ or 2330 tons, or more 
than four times the exports, a total which is only exceeded by the 
imports into Muzafikrpur and Champdran; and again five-sixths ot 
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the whole were registered in the first three months of 1876. Of the 
total, paddy formed 41 per cent'; mustardrseed, 24 per cent; rice, 
.18 per cent ; jute, 4 per cent In Class II. the most important 
items are — 6311 buffaloes, and 1137 igunny-bags. The total of 
Class IIL is E.S. 8704; of which miscellaneous native goods 
constitute 61 per cent, and a re-import of English piece-goods 
25 per cent 

Capital and Interest. — As has been remarked on a previous 
page, it appears probable that coin is accumulating in the District, 
in consequence of the exports exceeding the imports. Most of the 
wealth thus acquired is converted into ornaments, and is not, as 
a rule, hoarded in the form of coin. Capital is employed by the 
larger merchants in the extension of their business ; but as they 
are almost all non-residents, very little of it is devoted to the 
improvement of land in this District. Pumiah is a productive 
country, but has not a rich commercial population, the trade being 
divided amongst an infinite number of petty traders. The current 
rate of interest on small loans, where the borrower pawns some 
article, such as an ornament or household vessel, is 37^ per cent 
per annum. When a mortgage is' effected upon houses or lands, 
the rate usually is 12 per cent per annum. For petty advances to 
the cultivator, the mahdjan or money-lender makes the agreement, 
that after the harvest of a certain crop, or certain land, the sum 
advanced is to be repaid in kind at a certain rate of interest 
per rupee, which is fixed according to the need of the borrower. 
Should the debtor fail to deliver the quantity of produce agreed 
upon, the interest due will be doubled in the following year, and 
so on. Thus very frequently the cultivators are irretrievably in- 
volved, and the money-lenders in time acquire rights in the land, 
which often are so widely extended as to raise them to the position 
of large landed proprietors. The only affluent bankers in the 
District are Rjii Dhanpat Sinh and R£i Lakshmipat Sinh of Mur- 
shidibid, Bdbu Mahesh Ldl and B£bu Natched Ldl, and Bdbu 
Taran Mall. Loans are chiefly conducted by the village grain 
merchants, and, to a^small extefitfby petty shopkeepers. 

Incomes and Income Tax. — There is no trustworthy information 
regarding the income derived in Pumiah from any source except 
property in land ; and with regard even to the income of landed 
proprietors, the figures are of very doubtful accuracy. In 1871 the 
Collector made an estimate of the annual value of the agricultural 
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produce of the District, based, however, on very vague data. It 
amounted, according to his calculations, to four millions sterling, this 
result being arrived at in the following manner ; — The total cultivated 
area of the District is 2,315,910 acres,, of which 75 per cent, or 
1,736,932 acres, is cultivated in rice; 2 per cent, or 46,318 acres, 
in wheat, etc. ; 2 per cent, or 46,318 acres, in pulses,* etc. ; ii per 
cent, or 254,750 acres, in oil-seeds; i per cent, or 23,159 acres, 
in indigo; 3 per cent, or 69,479 acres, in fibres; 3 per cent, or 
69,477 acres in tobacco; and 3 per cent, or 69,477 acres, in vege- 
tables, etc. Value of the rice at 15 mans per acre, or supposing a 
yield of 26,053,980 maiis^ at 12 annds per man, Rs. 19,198,155; 
wheat, etc., 13 mans per acre, or 602,134 mans, at Rs. 2 per man, 
Rs. 1,204,268; pulses, etc., 8 maTis per acre, or 370,544 mans, at 
Rs. per man, Rs. 555,816; oil-seeds, at 8 7 nans per acre, or 
^>938, 000 mans, at Rs. 2. per man, Rs. 3,876,000; indigo, 5 sers 
per acre, or 2895 mans, at Rs. 240 per man, Rs. 694,800; fibres, 
13 mans per acre, or 903,227 mans, at Rs. 5 a man, Rs. 4,516,135 ; 
tobacco, 13 mans per acre, or 903,201 mans, at Rs. ’S a man, 
Rs. 9,516,005; and vegetables, at 15 mans^oi acre, equal to Rs. 
1^042,155’ total, Rs. 40,603,334, or ;^4 ,o6o, 333, 8s. od. 

The operation of Act x. of 1871, the Road Cess Act, was intended 
to reach all incomes derived from land. The valuations completed 
in 1873 gave a total assessable income :of 
. In 1870-71 the net amount of income-tax received w.asRs. 116,378 
(;2^i3t,637, 16s. od). The rate in that year was 3J per cent, or 6 
^ies in the rupee, on all incomes above Rs. 500 (;^so) per annum. 
This would show a total for all the incomes in the District above Rs. 
500 of Rs. 3,724,096 (;£‘372,409). The net amount of income tax 
received in 1872-73 was Rs. 24,739 (;^2473, od). The rate 
in that year was lowered one-third, to per cent, or 3 pies in the 
rupee, and the minimum income assessable was raised to Rs. 750 
{;^7S) per annum. This gives Rs. 2,374,956 {£ 2 ziA 9 S) as the 
approximate total of all incomes above Rs. 750. 

The details for 0:872-73 are as follow: — i proprietor of land 
paid income tax on an income .over £10,000 a year. The persons 
paying on incomes between ;^iooo and 0,000 were — 5 indigo 
manufacturers, and 15 proprietors and sub-proprietors of land; total, 
20. Those paying on incomes between £200 and ^1,000 were-- 
6 professors of law; i professor of medicine; 5 salaried clerks, bailiffs, 
and shopmen; 3 domestic servants; 27 bankers and money-lenders ; 
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30 general merchants; 10 grain merchants; 2 traders in salt; i dealer 
in animals ; 3 jute, flax, and hemp manufacturers ; 2 indigo manufac- 
turers; 1 14 proprietors and sub-proprietors of land; 4 tenants; 2 
proprietors of houses: total, 210. Those paying on incomes between 
;^20o and ^2^^100 were 611 in number, of whom 16 were professors 
of law ; 6 salaried clerks, bailiffs, and shopmen ; 7 domestic servants ; 
35 bankers and money-lenders; 5 general merchants; 4 piece- 
good^ merchants; 59 grain merchants; i salt merchant; 3 traders 
in woven fabrics and dress ; i trader in spirits, drugs, and tobacco ; 
2 traders in miscellaneous articles ; 1 1 dealers in animals ; 3 whole- 
sale manufacturers of cotton goods; 16 wholesale manufacturers of 
jute, flax, and hemp ; 143 proprietors and sub-proprietors of land ; 
86 tenants ; i proprietor of houses ; and 2 deriving interest from 
other sources than Government securities. 

Land Revenue. — The earliest notice we have of the land revenue 
of the District is derived from Todar MalFs rent-roll for sarkdr Pur- 
niah, which consisted of nine mahdh or estates. According to his 
assessment it was found to pay in revenue 6,408,633 dd7?is^ of which 
85,000 were taxes (/// inahdl) on elephants caught in the tardi 
jungles. The remaining eight 7 ?ia?idls were — Asonjd, present Asji, 
paying 734,225 ddms ; J^ir^mp, paying 467,785 ddins ; Hdveli Pur- 
niah, paying 2,686,995 ddms; Dalmelpur, paying 671,530 ddms ; 
Sultdnpur, paying 602,206 ddms; Sripur, paying 390,200 ddms ; 
Katiyir, paying 590,100 ddms ; and Kadbi, paying 280,592 ddms^ 
The total revenue, therefore, at the rate of 40 ddms to one Akbaf- 
shahf rupee, was in A.n. 1572 equal to Rs. 160,216. This, however, 
was derived from an area about three-fifths of that of the present 
District The financial administration of Murshid Kulf Kh.'in, which 
marks a most important era in Bengal revenue, was not extended to 
Pumiah, or only in a very limited degree. As a frontier militaiy 
province, the greater part of the land was assigned as jdgtr for die 
maintenance of troop.s. The hkdisd or revenue-paying portion, 
which was included in the cJiakld or chief revenue division of 
Akbamagar, under the pargand denomination of Sripur Dalmalpur, 
yielded Rs. 278,830. Of this amount, however, Rs. 180,166 were 
assigned to Siif Khdn, the fauj'ddr or militaiy governor from 1722 
to 1752, as a rakmijd^r or personal grant of revenue, secured to 
the holding by a sanad or deed of gift. Although, during his time, 
there were large additions to the District area by conquest towards 
the north, and the accession of some pargands from the west of the 
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Kiisf, yer the names, number, or valuation of the estates assessed 
to the crown rent imderwent no alteration. Nor was any effective 
change made during the following administration of Saulat Jang, 
the son-in-law of All Vardf Xhdn, nor until the revolution 
that followed on the battle of Plassey, in 1757. The Nawib of 
Mirrshiddbid, Shujd Khdn, seems to have made soirie effort to 
regulate this great estate. Sometime before his death in a.d. 
1739, he redistributed its lands into a revenue-paying portion, 
valued at E.s, 214,854, and a jd^r portion, valued at Rs. 129,374, 
— estimates which show a general increase of Rs. 65,280, and a 
revenue increase of Rs. 116,190. It was also subjected to con- 
siderable abwdhs or cesses, which, it would seem, were never levied 
or brought to credit in the Murshidibdd treasury, on whose books 
they were borne. These abwdbs were the following : — Khdsnavisi^ 
a fee paid by the zaminddrs to the officers and clerks of the 
treasury, and supposed to amount to Rs. 2373. It is easy to under- 
stand that the powerful military chiefs of Purniah would not submit to 
this impost. The second was called zar tnahtdt^ and consisted of four 
lesser component charges, viz. (i) nazar funyd, presents exacted 
from landholders at the time of the annual settlements ; (2) hhdi 
khildt, a fee taken from zaminddrs to recoup the Nawdb for the 
dresses of honour that he bestowed on them every year at the same 
period ; (3) pusktd bandt^ a charge for embanking the rivers in the 
vicinity of Murshid^bdd; (4) rasdm nizdrat, a commission of 10 
dnnds in every thousand rupees, levied by the officer in command of 
the treasury guard at Murshiddbdd on all revenue remittances from 
outlying Districts. The third, the faujddti abwdb, was the cause 
of much ill-feeling between the Purniah governors and the Mur- 
shiddb^d Naw^bs, and it is almost certain it was never levied. It 
was an additional assessment of Rs. 283,027 on the revenue por- 
tion of the estate, extended northward during the administration 
of S 4 if Khdn. The Chaut Mahrattd of Rs. 24,018, if ever actually 
demanded, was not paid. The above facts, however, show that 
even when the power of the faujddrs was at its height, the land 
revenue demand amounted to over six and a half Idkhs of rupees, 
and, in fact, was equal to the total assessment of the large northern 
fargands of Surjyapur, Srfpux, SuMnpur, and H^velL Amongst the 
additions macje by Sdif Kh£n, the tract in the west of the Kdsi was 
assessed at Rs, 355,773, no part of which everfound its way beyond 
his provincial treasury. 
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This state of things continued unchanged under the tyranny of 
Sitaj-ud-Dauld and the feeble administration of Mir Jafar. About 
1760, however, the pressing demands of the English made Mit 
K^sim Alf look around for new sources of revenue. The wealthy 
province of Pumiah was one of the first to be examined and 
re-assessed. It was then discovered that its three last faujddrs had 
derived from it a land revenue of over 21 Idkhs of rupees. The 
value of the rupee in those days was so uncertain that I cannot 
venture to state the amount in sterling. The re-assessment in the 
first year of its application brought in an actual increase of revenue 
or kdifiyat of Rs. 1,523,725 ; and the total amount collected was 
Rs. 2,109,415, including Rs. 74,134 collection charges, Rs. 56,071 
for the maintenance of frontier garrisons, and Rs. 33,805 paid away 
in State charity. The net land revenue of the District, therefore, 
was Rs. 1,945,405. 

In the year 1874-75 the total receipts under this head were only Rs. 
which amount was collected from a somewhat larger area 
than, was included in the District when it first came under English 
Government. The gradual steps by which the great revenue of 
Pumiah became thus diminished are very interesting, and have been 
given at considerable length by Mr. J. Grant, in his ^ Historical and 
Comparative Analysis of the Finances of Bengal,’ quoted in The 
Fifth Report of the Select 'Committee on the Affairs, of the East India 
Company in 1812. ‘The circumstances and changes,’ he writes, ‘in 
the administration of the finances of this province, merit the more 
particular attention, as they illustrate one of the grand principles 
of the original Mughul revenue' administration, and may be useful 
in tracing some of the most enormous abuses of the present system 
to their primitive causes, through the indolence, ignorance, or de- 
pravity of natives entrusted with uncontrolled executive manage- 
ment. It was the great object of Akbar’s policy, as it hath been 
of every wise and enlightened ruler of Hindustan, to secure the 
natural rights of the rayats or peasantry against the oppressions of 
their superiors, whether these were native representatives of former 
petty chieftains, superseded in power and forced to obey the more 
equitable laws of the Musalmdn conqueror, or some of the long 
chain of their own officials, who linked together the two extremes of 
Eastern despotism under the subordinate denominations of sd^ahddri, 
faujddrij amllddri, zaminddti, chaudhaH, tdlukddri^ and mukaddami. 
The fundamental maxim that limited the sovereign’s demand of 
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rent from husbandmen to the rdba or fourth of the gross yearly 
produce of the land, was liberal and humane ; while the established 
or prescriptive rule which allotted the remaining three-fourths to 
the cultivators, with perpetual occupancy of their fields, under the 
excellent though indefinite form of a pattd. leasehold, gave them, 
in fact, a property in the soil and a share in the fruits of their 
own labour, rarely enjoyed in countries of European freedom. In 
tlie very few, though comparatively great, zamlnddri districts which 
have been subject to proper hastobfid (realization) investigations, no 
investigation was ever made into such unlawful exactions as might 
have been imposed by inferior agents. The clandestine profits of 
the principal farming landholders were the only objects of inquir}’-, 
as forming part, when within the raba^ of the legal dues of the 
exchequer; and the silence of the lower tenantry on the subject of 
any causes of complaint was interpreted as a negative proof that 
none existed. In the military provinces, on the other hand, and 
particularly this of Purniah, the financial inquiries of the State in 
discovering the genuine collections made throughout the country 
descended no farther than the faujddr^ who could reckon many 
zamtnddris within the circle of his jurisdiction ; and it was only the 
private profits or public defalcations of Saulat Jang and his prede- 
cessor, Silif Kh^n, that were realized, 'as before stated, under the 
denomination of kdifiyat (increase) to the royal treasury. The 
exercise of native chicanery, in taking advantage of the presumed 
ignorance of rulers, is here forcibly exemplified. The great secret 
of Hindustani financiers, in enriching themselves by defrauding 
Government, is seen to depend chiefly on the simple manoeuvre of 
assuming the net bandobast (settlement) of one year, after deduction 
of ordinaiy charges, as the foundation or gross settlement of the 
next, introducing the same ntcts^sxy saranjami (collection) expenses 
a second time for subtraction ; repeating the operation again and 
again; or, if found expedient, resuming the fictitious expenditure 
of a former year, and boldly stating it as an improvement of the 
ancient revenue, always sure to escape detection from a total want 
of any standard of comparison to be referred to by their comptrollers, 
showing either the utmost or the proper dues of the excLequer. 
Thus, in f.s. 1171 (a.d, 1764), Nandakumdr (Nuncomar) reduced 
the net ascertained mdlguzdri (land revenue) of the province, 
stated three years before at 1,945,405 rupees, to 1,788,174 byre- 
introducing allowed mufassal charges. The succeeding ministry in 
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F.s. 1172 (a.d. 1765)^011 the Company’s acquisition of the diuodni^ 
assumed, nevertheless, this last diminished jamd^ clear .of expense, 
as the basis of their gross settlement then concluded; but, not 
content with the surreptitious new saranjami deductions of their 
predecessors, they stated considerably more than the aggregate of 
the whole before admitted of, and giving themselves credit for the 
amount, being in all 365,637 rupees, reduced the actual net bandobast 
of the year to 1,422,536 rupees. In f.s. 1173 (a.d. 1766), it seemed 
necessary to screen a conscious delinquent agency under favour of 
apparent improvement of the finances, by a pretended arbitrary 
increase throughout subah of Bengal of more than ii lakhs. 
Of this, Rs. 125,000 fell to the share of Pumiah, which, with a 
diminution of about Rs. 2000 in the fraudulently - accumulated 
expenditure, raised the net effective demand of that year to Rs. 
1,550,273, or the gross revenue to nearly the assumed standard of 
the proper original hastobiid mdlguzdri (realized land revenue). 
On the annual adjustment of accounts, ample indemnification was 
taken for the nominal additional income by a real defalcation of 
Rs. 208,764, in the usual mode of incurred and, for the most 
part, irrecoverable balances, leaving a net collection of Rs. 
1,341,509. Again, in f.s. 1175 (a.d. 1768), when a very able, 
upright, covenanted servant was deputed to investigate the state 
of the country, . though his intelligence might not have been 
sufficiently acute to detect fallacious charges, nor his influence great 
enough to bring the fictitious surplus to public credit, yet he 
discovered that a total collection was made from zamlnddrs, in the 
name of Government, amounting to Rs. 2,135,387, inclusive of 
an exaction of Rs. 183,610 under the denomination of sitfiikkd^ 
which, though stated to have been at this time imposed with 
the sanction of the British Supervisor, naay, with almost certainty 
of truth, be considered of prior establishment However this may 
be, a favourable report of the discovery made must have been the 
immediate cause, perhaps, of his recall, as well as of the increased 
net settlement of the year, now raised to Rs. 1,731,007. Notwith- 
standing all this, in the succeeding bandobast of F.s. 1176 

(a.d. 1769), the effective demand of the exchequer was reduced 
suddenly to Rs. 1,342,000, probably on the plea of the famine 
which then began to be felt, if not by a new repetition of the whole 
saranjami (collection) deduction. To conclude the history of 
native management; in F.s. 1178 (a.d. \*j^x\iht^6mjamdbandi 
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was rated at Rs. 1,400,517, with only an incumbrance of Rs. 
182,977, leaving a clear income of Rs. 1,217,540 expected to be 
forthcoming. If, under these successive fluctuations, it were asked 
on what principle they were brought about, no one can controvert 
the fact that they were the mere sleight-of-hand tricks of a crafty 
mutasaddi^ corruptly subservient to the chicanery of his master, 
who himself was, in all probability, profoundly ignorant of. every 
local circumstance that ought to influence a change, or entirely 
regatdless of the measure of public receipts, provided there was 
no diminution in the standard of what came into his private 
coffers by barefaced peculation.^ 

Nor was the limit of the falling off in the revenue reached in 
1771. In 1789, and down to the time of the Permanent Settlement, 
little more than Rs. 800,000 was collected, or only something more 
than one-third of the assessment of Mir K^sim, Besides this, 
645^430 Ughds, or 350,000 acres of land, had been separated from 
the revenue-paying area under various pretexts, principally as grants 
for charitable and religious purposes, but really collusively retained 
by landholders of different degrees. 

Subdivision of Estates. — The land revenue in 1792, after the 
re-assessments which preceded the Permanent Settlement, and which 
were carried out in Pumiah by Mr. Colebrooke, then Assistant Col- 
lector, was ;^i 24,926, 17s. 2d. There were at that time 36 estates 
and 38 registered proprietors or coparceners ; of these, 6 estates were 
paying less than ^^lo a year in revenue; 9 paid between and 
pCi 00 ; and 2 1 above 00. The total land revenue from proprietors 
paying less than ;^io was ^£*23, t8s. lod.; that from proprietors 
paying between ;^io and ^100, ^^398, os. 4d.; and that from 
proprietors paying over pCioo, ^^124, 504, i8s. od. The average 
land revenue assessed on estates paying less than ;^io a year 
Government revenue wasp^4, os. 2d; between p^io and ;^ioo, 
p^44, 4s. od. ; above p^ioo, y£’592^>. 15s- 2d; and the average 
land revenue paid by each proprietor ot coparcener was ^362, 
ns. rod In 1850-51 there were 1345 estates paying less than 
pfio in Government revenue; 205 paying between pCio and ;^ioo, 
and 48 paying more than p^'ioo. The registered proprietors or 
coparceners numbered 3170, and the total land revenue amounted 
to ;^i42, 638, 6s. o|d. The average land revenue from estates 
paying less than p^ro a year in revenue was 9s. 9-|d. ; that 
from estates paying between £10 and p^ioo, ;^26, 14s. y^d; 
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and that from estates paying over j^ioo, ^^2511, is, 4^d. 
The average land revenue paid by each proprietor or coparcener 
was 4s. 7|d, In 1870-71 the land revenue amounted to 

22,943, I2S. od. There were 1397 estates paying less than 
^10 a year in revenue; 204 paying between and ; and- 

41 paying more than jItoo. Of registered proprietors there were 
2927, The average land revenue paid by estates having rentals of 
less than ;z^io a year was ^3, 9s. lojd. ; that derived from estates 
paying between and ;^ioo, ^^22, 14s. 4d. ; and that derived 
from estates paying over £100^ 14s. lofd. The average 

land revenue paid by each proprietor or coparcener was ^42, 
2S, io|-d. In 1874-75 there were 1584 permanently settled estates, 
paying a revenue of ;!^i 17,046, 4s. od, ; 19 temporarily settled 
estates, the property of individuals, paying a revenue of 
I2S. od. ; and 26 Government estates, yielding a rental of ;^294, 
6s. od. Total number of estates, 1629 ; and total land revenue, 
^117^532, 2s. od. 

Revenue and Expenditure. — The following statements illus- 
trate the growth of the revenue and expenditure since the formation 
of the existing system of Government by Lord Cornwallis. The 
items for 1793 are stated by the Collector to have been extracted 
from an old, but exceedingly* well drawn up, account book, resem- 
bling a mahdjatHs or native merchant’s day-book, which was found 
after much search in the record room, and v/hich is the only 
account in existence of the financial position of the District at that 
time. The regular books and returns for that and tnany subse- 
quent years were destroyed under the record rales then in force. 
The statement for 1850-51 represents not so much the actual 
receipts and disbursements connected with the District administra- 
tion, as the total of the fiscal operations of all kinds transacted in 
the treasury. The statement for 1870-71 is the first representing 
a true balance sheet of the District, unembarrassed by imperial 
charges and matters of mere account. 

The gross revenue in 1792 was 27,847, 17s. od., which rose 
in 1850-51 to ;^2i4,iio, 15s. i-|d. The gross expenditure of these 
two years was ;;^i27,936, 9s. 4d. in 1792, and ^^215, 328, 16s. 7jd. 
in 1850-51. Omitting items of deposit and account, the particulars 
of which I have noted at the foot of the statements, the net receipts 
of 1792 were ;2^i26,049, los. 4d. ; and of 1850-51, ;^i57,69o, 

[Sentena conimud on fiage 397. 
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To obtain the net revenue, hems Nos. 3, 5, 6, and 7 on the revenue side must be deducted, for the reasons given in the text In 
the same way, to arrive ftt tlie net outlay, items Nos. I, 2, and 4 must be deducted from the expenditure side. The net revenue of 1792, 
therefore, was 126,049, ^os. 4d. ; the net expenditure, only £27,204, 19s. lod. For 1792, I have calculated the rupee at 2s. 2d., the 
value of the sM^d rupee ; for the other years, I have calculated according to the conventional rate of 2s. to the ^pee. 
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BALANCE SHEET FOR 1850 -^ 1 . 



To obtain the iret revenue, items Nos. 3-14, 17, and 24 must be deducted from the revenue side, as matters of deposit or account. 

To obtain th^ ^et outlay, items Nos. )e-6, 9, 10, 12, 15-17, 19, and 21, must be deducted from the expenditure side. The net revenue for 
850-51, therefore, was 157, 690, iis. 8|d. l the net expenditure, ;£'24,258, 4s. 7id. 



Revenue and Expenditure of the District of Purniah for the Year 1870 - 71 . 
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ns. 8|d. : the net expenditure in 1792 was ^^27,204, 19s. rod. ; 
and in 1850-51, 4s. 7^d. Thus, in the first half of the 

century there was a large increase of revenue and diminution of 
expenditure, the latter being due to the withdrawal of military forces 
from Pumiah, and to the great decrease in the cost of collecting 
revenue. The year 1870-71, in which the net receipts amounted 
tp ;;^i79,449, os. 4:|d.5 and die expenditure to ;^37,83i, 12s. ijd., 
shows a considerable increase under both heads. The increased 
revenue is the more noticeable, as since 1850 there had been large 
transfers to Maldah and to Bh^galpur, involving a loss in land revenue 
of j^20,ooo. This loss, however, was met by a threefold increase 
in excise receipts, a much larger sale of stamps, and the imposition 
of an income tax. The additional expenditure was generally distri- 
buted through all the departments of District administration. 

Protectio^j to Person and Property has steadily improved. 
It is not known how many magisterial and revenue courts there were 
in 1 7 93, which is the first year of which any records remain ; but there 
were then two civil courts. In 1800 there were three magisterial 
courts, two civil, and two revenue courts 3, in 1850 there were five 
magisterial and twenty-four civil and revenue courts ; in 1862 there 
were nine magisterial and nineteen civil and revenue courts; in 1869 
there were eight magisterial and thirteen civH and revenue courts. 
The number of covenanted officers at work in the District throughout 
the year was four in 1850, three in 1862,-^and four in 1869. 

Rent Suits. — ^The number of rent cases instituted under the 
provisions of Act x. of 1859 and Act viii. (b.c.) of 1869 — ^the Rent 
Laws of Bengal — are returned by the Collector as follows : — In 
1861-62, 5516 original suits, with 2022 miscellaneous applications ; 
in, 186 2-6 3, 5258 original suits, with 1728 miscellaneous applications; 
in 1866-67, 4983 original suits, with 5386 miscellaneous applica- 
tions; in 1868-69, 4029 original suits, with 4632 miscellaneous 
applications; in 1870, there were 843 suits; in 1871, 2338 ; and in 
1872, 1771. It will be seen that the number of suits has greatly 
fallen off since the introduction of Act viii. of 1869, the total for 
the three years 1867 to i8CV being 9012, and that for 1870 to 
1872, 4952. During the former period, these c^Ses were triable by 
the revenue courts of the Collector and his subordinates, and during 
the latter, by the ordinary civil courts. 

Police Statistics. — For police purposes, Pumiah is divided into 
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thirteen police circles or thdnds^ as follows : — In the Headquarters 
Subdivision — (i) Pumiah, with outposts at Thomasganj and Harda, 
and a force consisting of i inspector, i sub-inspector, 2 head con- 
stables, and 16 constables. (2) Damdah^, with a force consisting of 
I sub-inspector, 2 head constables, and 12 constables. (3) Gondwird, 
with an outpost at K^dgoM, and with a force consisting of i sub- 
inspector, 2 head constables, and 18 constables. (4) Manlhdri, 
with a force consisting of i sub-inspector, i head constable, and 12 
constables. (5) Kadbd, with an outpost at Sdifganj, and a force 
consisting of 1 inspector, i sub-inspector, 3 head constables, and 
20 constables. (6) Balrampur, with an outpost at Rdnfganj, and 
a force consisting of i sub-inspector, 3 head constables, and 16 con- 
stables. (7) Kdsbd. Amur, with outposts at Dingra and Balgachhf, 
and a force consisting of i sub-inspector, 4 head constables, and 
20 constables. (8) Ardriy^, with an outpost at Siktf, and a force 
consisting of i inspector, i sub-inspector, 3 head constables, and 20 
constables. (9) Bdnfganj, with an outpost at Pdr^ni, and a force 
consisting of i sub-inspector, 2 head constables, and 16 constables. 

(10) Matiydrl, wifh outposts at Kudrl and Nawabganj, and a force 
consisting of 2 sub-inspectors, 3 head constables, and 20 constables. 

(11) Bahddurganj, with an outpost at Digalbank, and a force con- 
sisting of I sub-inspector, 3 head constables, and 18 constables. 

(12) Krishnaganj, with outposts at Goalpukhur, Asurgarh, and Ldhil, 
and a force consisting of i inspector, i sub-inspector, 5 head con- 
stables, and 30 constables. (13) Kdlidganj, with outposts at 
Ilwabdn, Kdlughdt, Gaisdl, Chaprd, and Bhiitgdon, and a force 
consisting of i sub-inspector, 7 head constables, and 36 constables. 
The remainder of the regular police is employed on the following 
services. Magazine and Quarter guard, i head constable and 4 
constables; guard at the Magistrate's Courts, i inspector, 2 sub- 
inspectors, 3 head constables, and 19 constables; guard at the D s- 
trict and Subdivision jails, 2 head constables and 17 constables; 
guard at the District and Subdivisional treasuries, 4 head constables 
and 24 constables ; reserve in the lines, including men sick and on 
leave, i inspector, 2 sub-inspectors, 7 head constables, 74 constables, 
and I drill instructor of the grade of head constable. 

The Regular Police, or constabulary force, stood thus in 
1875 • — superior European officers, namely, a District Super- 
intendent and an Assistant - Superintendent, at a total salary of 
^1680 a year; 6 subordinate officers called inspectors, on salaries 
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varying from j£x20 to per annum ; i8 subordinate officers, 

called sub-inspectors, on salaries varying from ^ 6 o to ^g 6 per 
annum ; and 6o inferior officers, called head constables, on salaries 
varying from ^12 to ;^3o a year — all maintained at a total 
annual cost of j£ 66 S*j^ 12s. od., or an average pay for all subordinate 
and inferior officers of ;^79, 12s. 3|d. per annum ; 398 constables, 
divided into four grades, and each receiving annual pay varying 
from 4s. od. to ;^io, i6s. od., and maintained at a total 
annual cost of ^>^3285, 12s. od., or an average pay of 5s. id. 
per annum for each man. The other expenses' connected with the 
District police are; — A sum of ;i^i4i, 6s. 3d. allowed as travelling 
expenses for the Superintendent and Assistant - Superintendent ; 
^2^$, 8s. od. for pay and travelling allowances for their establish- 
ments; and 642, 8s. iid. for contingencies, — bringing up the 
total cost of the regular police of the District to ^^10,990, 7s. 2d. 
The Census Report of 1872 returns the area of the Purniah 
District at 4957 square miles, and the population at 1,714,795 
souls: Compared with these figures, the total strength of the 

regular police force is one man to every 10 ‘24 square miles of 
the District area, or one man to every 3543 of the population. 
The annual cost of maintenance is equal to a charge of ^2, 
14s. 4d. per square mile of area, or about i^d. per head of the 
population. 

The Municipal Police is a small force maintained in the large 
towns. In 1875 it consisted of 6 officers, head constables, fourth 
grade, on salaries of ;^i2 a year; and 120 constables, receiving pay 
at the rates of los. and 12s. a month, the whole body being main- 
tained at an annual cost of ;^878, 8s. od. A further sum of ^^115, 
4s. od. was allowed for clothing and contingencies, such as repairs, 
lighting, etc., bringing up the total cost of the municipal police of 
the District to ^993, 12s. od. ; or, for the town of Pumiah, 
;£‘655, I2S. odL annually; for the town of Krishnaganj, ;^258, 
1 6s. od. annually; and for the town of R^niganj, 4s. od. 

annually. These charges are defrayed by means of rates levied 
from the householders and traders living within municipal limits. 
The Census Report of 1872 returns the total population of the 
three municipal towns of the District at 30,691 souls, and the 
number of houses at 6487. The strength of the municipal police, 
therefore, as compared with the population, gives one man to every 
'245*6 souls; the whole force being maintained at a cost of very 
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nearly 7|d. per head of the town population, or at the rate, of 
3s. o|d. to each house. 

Village Watch. — In 1866, Mr. M^Neile, in his report on the 
village watch of the Lower Provinces of Bengal, returned the number 
of rural police in Purniah, distinguished into four classes, as follows: 
— (i) Chauktddrs^ 6604, of whom 8 were maintained by grants of land, 
amounting to 40 standard UgMs or 13^ acres, held on a service tenure, 
32 maintained by the zaminddrs^ and 6564 by the villagers. (2) 
Jolaha and Dosddh chauMddrs, all maintained by the villagers. (3) 
Jolah^, DosMh, and Mdrkand^i chauUddrs^ 393,' maihtained by the 
villagers \ and (4) gordiis, 984, maintained by the zaminddrs : total, 
8344. The District Superintendent of Police in 1875 reported that 
there were 6798 chauUddrs of all classes, maintained entirely by 
contributions from the people, at a total estimated cost of ^^24,472, 

1 6s. od. annually. This would give an average yearly income of 
;£3, 12S. od. per man 3 but the village watch levy various perquisites 
from the hamlets to which they are attached. Each village watch- 
man or rural policeman has, on an average, charge of 46 houses* 

The following statement shows the religions and castes of the 
regular and municipal police on the 21st September 1875, as 
returned to me by the District Superintendent: — Officers — Chris- 
tians, 2; Muhammadans, 40; Hindus, 48, including 12 Brdhmans, 
II Pdjputs, 2 Sikhs, 16 Kiyasths, and 6 of ‘ other ^ castes. Men 
— •Christian, i; Muhariimadans, 108, Hindus, 409; including 
105 Brdhmans, 148 Rdjputs, 8 Gurkhds, 11 Sikhs, ii Sant£ls, 24 
K^yasths, and 102 of ‘other ^ castes. No separate caste return for 
the rural police has been submitted to me, but it is stated that that 
force is derived for the most part from Dosddhs, Jolahds, Hdris, 
and Ti'ors. Their present number is said to be 6798, distributed 
as follows : — Headquarters Station, 432 \ Gondw^rd, 332 ; Dam- 
dah£, 306 \ K^sb^ Amiir, 731 ; Kdli^anj, 825 ; Krishnaganj, 402 ; 
Aririyi, 641; Matiydrf, 357; R^nfganj, 323; Kadbd, 713; 
Balrdmpur, 416; Manih^ri, 177 ; and Bahddurganj, 1143. 

The Workinq of the Police in Purniah District has not, for 
many years past, been satisfactory. The climate, which is peculiarly 
unhealthy for natives, prevents well-trained officers from other parts 
of the Lower Provinces taking service in Purniah; while those 
obtained from the District itself are under-educated, and have not 
been found to possess other qualifications necessary for police work. 

In his report for the year 1874, the Inspector-General of Police 
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wntcs that Pumiah figures very badly in the returns. The propor- 
tion of acquittals to convictions is markedly high. 

The increasing prevalence of ddkdMs or gang robberies in the 
early part of the year attracted the attention of the Government, 
and special measures were in consequence adopted. A detective 
department was organized; bad characters were watched; better 
discipline was enforced amongst the rural police, who were brought 
into closer relations with the district police ; and liberal rewards 
were clfered. Out of the thirty ^ true ’ cases reported during the 
year, only three occurred in the second lialf of the year, after the 
adoption of these special measures. 

The following table (p. 402) shows the result of the investigation 
and prosecution of the chief crimes cognisable by the police for the 
years 1865, 1870, and 1875. As regards the reported crime for 1865, 
the District Superintendent has very little doubt that the figures are 
not trustworthy, but thinks that for purposes of comparison they 
may have some value. It would seem from the records from 
which the return is derived, that there were in that year no cases 
of grievous hurt, house trespass, or vagrancy, and no offences against 
the excise laws, — a very improbable state of things. Criminal 
breach of trust was not cognisable in the year 1865, and evidently 
the classification of some other offences in 1865 was different from 
what it now is. There is no such marked difference between the 
returns for 1870 and 1875 as to call for particular comment, except 
as regards crimes against property, the increase in the number of 
which is probably due rather to more correct reporting than to actual 
increase in crime. It will be observed that crimes against property 
have been always numerous, and that the police have generally 
failed to cope with them. 

Jail Statistics. — There is one jail at Pumiah town, and also 
lock-ups at the Subdivisional stations of Ardriyd and Krishnaganj. 
The following figures show the position of the Pumiah jail in the 
years 1857-58, 1860-61, 1870, and 1872. For the first two of these 
years the figures are of doubtful accuracy. In the last two years, 
the introduction of returns of improved form has secured a really 
accurate record of facts connected with the jail: — 

In the year 1857-58, the first year for which materials are avail- 
able, the daily average number of prisoners in the Pumiah |ail was 
402 ; the total number of criminal, civil, and under-trial prisoners 

’ [Sentence contmned on page 403. 



Comparative Statement of the Principal Offences birectly Cognisable by the Police in the 
Years 1865, 1870, and 1875, Purniah. District. 


402 


STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF PURNIAH, 


00 

H 

(A 

1 

0 

Pi 

*paiDiAno3 

jaquinjfj 

00 <M . . ts CO . ^00 CO.OMlOtNTh M to-^ 

00 •• •coww*wOoo ^nOco"^ 

. • • • • H M M 

'panTnboy 

30 paS.intp . 
-si<i jaqinn|ii 

.(f-rhOv.^CI .Hto^NdwtOTt-to «l CS.VO 

VO N ; : « Tf tH M -^00 H CO H 

• H 

•psux Japun 
aaqtun^ 

t-wMOv.COO .VO'-OCSW^ --tvo « ov CO VO 0 

VO CO » H M . mvo e» covooo « ov n ■'•irio 

M ’ ‘ M CO N . 

t 

6 

-anaj^ aq; 
Sdunp paiaod 
-a^ Jsqtun^ 

^MOv^m00C.gv^ts*O^gH^ g. cogv. 

■«*• 0 M H 

H 

09 

H 

1 

•papiAti03 

aaqmnjtj 

qoxhd . COVO CO^.H w ,^vO tsto Ov M 0 covo 
^ ; '^COW t>ClHCleO 

•paninbDV 

JO paSaeqo 
-STQ jaqmnjto; 

vo-^« .coc>CN«oaei .Hiow^ivo ct 'vfn 
d ' M M CO • CO 

M 

*I«HX wpun 
jaqutn^ 

'■too Tt- . VO CO o vO Ov CO -vT Cn» d vO covo d Cn. ts 
cJ : Mwlovolo HMMiOHdoo 

W ^ • H 


-jea^am , 
Faunp paaiod 


»o 

VO 

00 

Persons. 

•pajDIAUOQ 

jaqtanjfij 

: : : :aSrS'"“’SE- : 5= 

•pawmboy 

JO paSjBqo 
-ST(j jaquinjvj 


qniJX Jtapnn 
jaqmn^ 

vocoO"vK. .dtsxf-esd'vi-'vt^in.ov . .w 
COHH • •MMLOHC^Ha\VO•^s • *00 

* * d M W lO M * * 

Cases. 

-jBaA aip 
Fuunp paijod 

-a;a 

• 

ts OvvO VO . . GO 0\ d vO P Ovop . Q . . M 

.• cjHMdw^fO:?* • ;v!r 

• • CO H 'if d * • 


h« » 

•§ ^ 

If 

s' s’ Jl I 

I ■ ' ' ■ S’S'S 2 f ■ 1“ 'S § 

I -s ,K -s g si 

*.'5 ' • 2 *! § d* •!§ S • o « 3 * 3 

14 














JAIL STATISTICS. 


40^ 

Sentence continued from page 401.] 

admitted during the year was 640. The discharges were as fdllows : 
—Transferred, 35 ; released, 548 ; escaped, 6; died, 41; executed, 
4 — total, 634. In 1860-61 the jail returns show a daily average 
prison population of 330, the total number of prisoners admitted 
during the year being 770. The discharges were — ^Transferred, 70 ; 
released, 604; escaped, 5 ; died, S 9 — total, 738. In 1870 the daily 
average jail population was 325, the total number of prisoners 
admitted during the year being 833. The discharges were — Trans- 
ferred, 35; released, 773; died, 13 — total, 821. Theforegoing figures 
are .given in a special return furnished by the Inspector-General of 
Jails. In ( 1872 the average number of prisoners was 304, of 
whom 3 were civil, 17 under trial, 267 labouring convicts, and 17 
non-labouring convicts ; 2 *5 5 were females. The male convict wards 
are intended to hold only 126 prisoners. 

The percentage of prisoners admitted to hospital in the Purniah 
jail in 1857-58 was 68*03, number of deaths 1*02 per cent, 

of the mean jail population. In 1 860-6 the percentage of admis- 
sions to hospital rose to 155*15 per cent, |nd the death-rate to 17*87 
percent of the average jail population.’ In 1870 the admissions 
to hospital had fallen to 90*46 per cent, and the death-rate to 4*00 
per cent of the average prison population. The death-rate of 1872 
was high, amounting to 20 deaths, or 6*58^ per cent of the total jail 
population. This was generally attributable to the malarious cha- 
racter of the country which supplies the jafl, The principal cause of 
deaths was dysentery. The standard of health of the prisoners on 
admission is very low, and it is found that, as a rule, they gain in 
health and weight during their incarceration. The jail was some- 
what overcrowded; and the Inspep^-General, on his visit of 
inspection, expressed an opinion l^^^the prisoners were scentily 
clothed for such a damp and occasionally cold District. 

The average cost of maintenance per prisoner in Purniah jail, 
including rations, establishments, hospital charges, clothing, con- 
tingencies, and all other expenses except the prison police guard, 
IS returned as follows i — In 1857-58 it was 8s. 9:|d. per head ; 
in 1860-61, 14s. o|d.; and in 1870-71, ^^4, 4i^- The cost 

of the jail police guard in 1870 amounted to an average of ;£*i, 
IS. per head, making a gross charge to Government in that 
y ear of;;^5, 8s. 6Jd. per prisoner. 

The Jail Manufactures and other work performed by the 
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hard-labour prisoners contribute but little towards the expense of 
the jail. In 1857-58 the receipts arising from the sale of prison 
manufactures, and the value of stock remaining on hand, 
amounted to ;^4S6, igs. 8d., and the charges to ;£’278, 4H. 3|d., 
showing an excess of receipts over charges of ^208, 15s. 4|d., 
equal to an average earning of ^2, 9s. ‘9^4. by each prisoner 
employed in manufactures. In 1860-61 the receipts from sale of 
manufactures, and the value of stock left in. hand at the end of the 
year, amounted’ to ^96^, 12s. id., and the charges to ;3^i'625, ids, 
9d., leaving an excess of receipts over charges of is. 4d ; 

average earning by each prisoner employed on manufactures, 

19s. 9|A In 1870-71 the receipts from jail manufactures amounted 
to ;z£’i 238, 5s. 3d., and the charges connected with them to 
4 S. io|d. ; excess of receipts over charges, ;^Sii, qs..4|^d. j average 
earnings of each prisoner employed on manufactures, £2*^ os. 5|d. 

In 1872, the total cost of jail maintenance, exclusive of charges for 
buildings, repairs, and the whole manufacturing department, amounted 
to ;:^xS 57 > 17s- ii-i-d. per annum, or ;^ 5 , 2s. 6d. per* prisoner; of 
which diet expenditure was debited with £^2%, 15s. 3d., oir £2, 
8s. 7^d per prisoner, and the jail office establishment with ^^65 2, 
IS. 2|d., or £2^ 2S. io|A per prisoner. The cost of buildings and 
repairs was £29$, 9s. 3d The expenditure in the manufacturing 
department was ^^83 5, 5s. 4jd., and the remittances to the treasury 
on account of sale of articles manufactured in the jail was ;^iioo, 
I2S. 3|d. ; leaving a net profit for the year of £26$^ 6s. nfd., or a 
profit per individual prisoner sentenced to labour of 19s. iid., and 
per manufacturing prisoner of £1, 14s. 7jd. Of the total average 
number of prisoners in 1872, 10 were employed as convict warders, 
33 as jail servants (cook, sweepers, etc), 28 in garden cultivation, 
15 in gunny weaving, 13 in oil-pressing, 61 in string and twine 
making, 12 in carpet making, 24 in other manufactures, and.ii. 
under the Department of Public Works. 

Ebucation Statistics. — Education of all kinds, but particularly 
primary education, has been very widely diffused in Pumiah District 
since twenty years ago, a most remarkable improvement having 
taken place in this respect within the last five years. This improve- 
ment is the recognition by Government of the existing village 
schools of the country, and the distribution to them of an adequate, 
but not too liberal, aid The number of Government and aided 
schools has increased from i in 1856-57, to 6 in 1860-61, 12 in 1870- 
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71, and 347 in 1874-75. The total number of pupils has risen from 
66 in 1856-57 to 319 in 1860-61; it fell to , 288 in 1870-71, and again 
rose to 8744 in 1874-75. There were also 183 private and unaided 
schools returned by the Inspector of Schools in 1874-75. These 
were subject to inspection, and were attended by an estimated number 
of 1781 pupils, the average number attending each school being 9. 

The following comparative tables (pp. 406 and 407), compiled from 
the Reports of the Director of Public Instruction for 1 8 5 6-57, i 86o-6t, 
1870-71, show the number of Government and aided schools in the 
District in each of these years, the number of pupils attending them, 
the cost of education to Government, and the amount realized by fees 
or from private sources. The greatly increased proportion of the 
cost of education borne by private contributions, which has risen 
from ^47, 8s. ifd. in 1856-57 to ;^io 78 , 17s. od. in 1874-75, tes- 
tifies to the general interest which is now being taken by the people 
themselves in the cause of education. The cost of schools to 
Government has increased from ;^272, 9s. 3|d. to ;^i 74 t, iis. 6^d. 
The most marked improvement is in the aided vernacular schools, 
which have risen from i in 1870-71 to 329 in 1874-75; while the 
scholars in the same period have increased from 9 to 8079. In 
1874-75 the number of Government and aided schools amounted to 
347, and the number of pupils to 8744 ; of whom 5067 were Hindus, 
3667 Muhammadans, and 10 of other denominations not reparately 
returned. Regarding the social status of the pupils, 33 belonged 
to the upper, 766 to the middle, and 7945 to the lower classes. 

The total number of Government, aided, and private schools 
in Pumiah District returned in 1874-75 by the Inspector of Schools^ 
Behar Circle, amounted, to 512, and the estimated number, 
of pupils attending them was 9860 ; this would ^vfe. , i school 
to every 9*68 square miles of area, and i to eyery 3349 of the 
population, attended by i student for every ^74 of the population. 
Excluding the 7 girls’ schools, attended by 109 pupils, the result 
shows 505 schools foj] the male population, attended by 9^51 boys. 
Taking the n^li^.^popullation- at 876,320, this gives i school for 
every 1735 matej;an(r i boy attending school for every 89*87 of the 
male population. ' : ^ ‘ *7^ 

The tabular statement ^of schools in 1874-75 
supplied to me ]>yjfr^Inspector of Schools, esfifow tibe’ state of 
public instrucrionin a somewhat different form, "and indicates the 
number of unaided schools and pupils in the District. 


Return of Government aiw Aided Schools in Purniah DistriSt for the Years 
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Primary Education. — There has been a remarkable increase in 
• he amount and quality of this order of education given in Pur- 
niah District during the five years ending 1875. The following 
figures are derived from the Report of the Deputy-Inspector of 
Schools for the official year ending the 31st March 1875. On that 
date there were in the District 315 pdthsdlds, 14 maktabs, and 
7 girls' pdthsdlds, attended by 7742 boys, 337 boys, and 109 girls 
respectively; the average daily attendance being 6.772, 266, and 97 
respectively. At the close of the previous year there were 226 
pdthsdlds, 25- maktahs^ and 6 girls’ pdthsdlds^ so that in the short 
period pf one year 124 pdthsdids and 2 girls’ schools had been 
established, of which 30 were newly founded, and 96 were old 
village schools to which aid had been given. During the same 
period, 37 pdthsdids, 9 maktabs, and i girls’ school had been 
abolished on account of the falling off in attendance and the indif- 
ference of the cultivating classes to the education of their children. 
Of the above existing schools, there were in the Headquarters Sub- 
division 172 boys’' schools and i girls’ school; in the Ard^riy^ Sub- 
division there were 94 boys’ schools and 5 girls’ schools; and in 
the Krishnaganj Subdivision there were 63 boys’ schools and i girls’ 
school. The distribution of these schools according to the police 
circles in which they were situated, and the languages taught in 
them, is as follows : — In the Headquarters police circle^ — Hindi, 47 
boys’ schools and i girls’ school ; total, 48. Amdr-Ki^b^ — Hindi, 
33 boys’ schools; Bengali, 3 boys’ schools and no girls’ school; 
total, 36. Gondwdrd — Hindi, 18 boys’ schools and no girls’ school. 
Kadbd — Hindi, 29 boys’ schools ; Bengali, 4 boys’ schools and no 
girls’ school; total, 33. Manihdri — Hindi, 5 boys’ schools; Ben- 
gali, 3 boys’ schools; total, 8. Damdahd — Hindi, 10 boys’ schools ; 
total, la Balrdmpur— Hindi, 9 boys’ schools; Bengali, ir boys’ 
.schools; total, 20. Ardriyd — Hindi, 52 boys’ schools; Hinddstani 
or Persian, i boys’ school and 3 girls’ schools; total, 56. Matiydri 
— Hindi, 18 boys’ schools and i girls’ school ; total, 19. Rdniganj 
— Hindi, 23 boys’ schools and i girls’ school ; total, 24. Krishna- 
ganj — Hindi, 7 boys’ schools ; Bengali, i boys’ school ; Hinddstani 
or Persian, i boys’ school; total, 9. Bahddurganj — Hindi, 22 boys’ 
schools; Hindustdni or Persian, 6 boys’ schools and 3 girls’ schools; 
tb^, 31. Kldliiganj — ^Hindi, 16 boys’ schools; Bengali, 3 boys’ 
schools; Hittdustdni or Persian, 3 boys’ schools and 2 girls’ schools; 
total, 24. Classed according to merii^ they .do not shoiy a high 
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state of proficiency, only 26 pdiksdlds being ranked as good, 39 as 
fair, 82 as moderate, 13 1 as indifferent, and 58 as bad. Of the 
total number of pupils before mentioned, 1550 boys and 9 girls 
could read and write easy sentences in their mother tongue. Still, 
the progress in numbers of pupils and regularity of attendance has 
been very great ; and it would seem from the educational reports 
that the matter and quality of instruction have improved also. The 
old village schools were held in the house of some leading man, a 
landholder or a merchant ; and the teacher was expected to devote 
his chief attention to the children of this man, who was his patron. 
A few boys were also admitted from outside ; but it is evident that 
many more reasons operated to prevent their attendance than in the 
case of a public school The teacher also often performed other 
offices for his patron, and consequently the time of instruction varied 
much fronr one to another hour of the day, as well as in duration. 

Under the present system of supervision, combined with Govern- 
ment aid, there has been a.great change. Registers of the attendance 
of pupils are regularly kept, and the boys are divided into classes. 
The gums are obliged to teach from 6 J to 10 in the morning, and 
again firom 2 to 5 in the afternoon. Measures have also been taken 
that during the slack period of the rainy season the teachers should 
improve themselves, either by attending the Normal School or by 
private studies. There were 97 aided pdthsdlds and 19 maktabs^ 
with 2273 boys, on the 31st March 1873, before the pdtksdld system 
came into force. The number of aided primary schools at the close 
of the year 1874-75 was 336, with 8188 pupils, against 257 schools, 
attended by 5841 pupils, on the same' day of the year 1873-74. 
In other words, the number of schools and of pupils attending them 
has increased by 220 schools and 5915 pupils respectively within the 
period of two years, and by 119 schools and 2346 pupils within the 
year 1874-75, 'The average daily attendance of pupils rose from 
4702 to 7095 within the latter period. 

It has been observed that in all the primary schools, excepting 
those in the eastern parts of the District— that is, in police circles 
Manihdri, Kadbd, Balrdmpur, and Krishnaganj— Hindi-Kaithi is the 
only language taught ; except that in some of the pdthsdlds, the writing 
of the Deva-N%arf character is also acquired. In such schools the 
teachers employed are trained men, from the middle vernacular and 
Pumiah normal schools. The language taught in pdthsdlds in the 
eastern part of the District is the corrupt form of mixed Hindi and 


EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS. 4^1 

Bengali, spoken by the residents of those places. In all the Jfdfk- 
sdlds within the limits of the Ardriyd Subdivision, Hindi-Kaithi is 
taught ; but there are 5 pdthsdlds in which Deva-Ndgari has been also 
introduced. In the schools within the jurisdiction of the Krishna- 
ganj Subdivision, the Hindi, Bengali, Persian, and Hindustan t- 
languages are all taught, according to the wants of different local 
comiftunities. Besides these languages, arithmetic up to simple 
division, practical bdzdr accounts, including khartdbikri or book- 
keeping by single entry, and mensuration on the native system, are 
practised* 

The. total expenditure during 1874-75 on all primary schools 
amounted to ^gSx, 19s. i;Jd contributed by Government, and 
^^694, I2S. io|d. derived from private subscriptions. The average 
annual grant in aid to each primary school was ^£2, i8s. 5^d. from 
Government, in addition to £2, is. 4^d. from private sources. 
The Government grant to teachers was reduced or raised according 
to the efficiency of the schools, and the amount of their private 
income. At the end of 1875, in the THeadquarters Subdivision, 
there were 10 schools receiving grants in aid at the rate of los, a 
month, 2 schools at the rate of 9s. a month, 14 at the rate of Ss. ' 
a month, 8 at tlie rate of 7s., 121 at the rate of 6s., 14 at the rate 
of 5s., 2 at the rate of 4s., and i school at 3s. a month. In the 
Ai^riyd Subdivision, there were 2 schools receiving grants in aid 
at the rate of los. a month, 3 at the rate of 8s., 2 at the rate of 7s., 

36 at the rate of 6s., i school at 5s. 6d. a month, 23 at 5s., 23 at 
4s., and 4 at 3s. a month. In the Krishnaganj Subdivision, there 
were 12 schools receiving grants in aid at the rate of los, a month, 
20 at the rate of 8s., 23 at the rate of 6s., 2 schools at 5s., and 
6 at 4s. a month. In the whole District, there were 24 schools 
receiving grants in aid of los. a month, 2 receiving 9s. a month, 

37 receiving 8s., 10 receiving 7s., 180 receiving 6s., x receiving 
5s. 6d., 39 receiving 5s., 31 receiving 4s., and 5 schools receiving 
3s. a month. The rate of aid to the girls’ pdthsdlds is one rupee 
or 2S. for every five girls attending. 

Of the aggregate number of pupils in the aided primary schools, 
4702 were Hindus, of whom 20 belonged to the npper classes, 380 
to the middle, and 302 to the lower classes ; and 3486 were 
Muhammadans, of whom ii, 166, and 3309 belonged respectively 
to the upper, middle, and lower classes. 

'There were 4318 boys who paid from' r to 4 dnnds or r|d. to 6d. 
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a month to the gurus^ according to previous custom, independent 
of the salary received by the gurus from Government A large 
number of the villagers, however, have withdrawn their support, 
and others have reduced the amount of fees which they bef6re paid, 
since the grant-in-aid system has been applied. 

In the Headquarters Subdivision there were 50* certificated 
teachers, and 125 employed without a certificate — total, 175 ; in the 
Ar^riyd Subdivision there were 23 certificated teachers, and 80 
employed without a certificate — total, 103; in the Krishnaganj 
Subdivision there were 16 certificated teachers, and 48 employed 
without a certificate — total, 64. Total number of teachers in 
Purniah District, 342. Of these, 35 were classified as good, 39 as 
fair, 93 as moderate, 122 as indifierent, and 53 as bad. 

During the year 1874-75 there were 66 houses built or made 
over to schools by the zaminddrs and others who took an interest 
in education; and there were at the end of the year 166 houses 
for the accommodation of the pdthsdld boys, of which 53 are in 
the Headquarters Subdivision, 65 in Ar^iy^, and 48 in Krish- 
naganj. 

Edocation-al Census. — The following paragraphs give the results 
of an Educational Census carried out in two large villages in each 
Subdivision of the District. In one of the villages' in each Sub- 
division a school had been for some time in existence, and the other 
had no such educational advantages. 

Furniah Subdivision. — Belgachf, in ;pargand Purniah, which has 
an aided primary school. Population of the village, according to 
the Census of 1872 — -409 men, 430 women, 223 boys, 169 girls; 
total, 1222. Number of children of school-going age — that is, 
above six years and under sixteen— 169 boys, 76 girls ; total, 272. 
Number of children actually attending school — 2 8 boys. Number of 
population who, without' having attended school regularly, can read 
or write any language, or can count— 44 men, 4 boys ; total, 48. 
Number of residents in the village who can read and write Hincif — 
44 men, 3 boys ; total, 47. Barsauni, in pargand Purniah, in which 
there is no school Population of the village according to the Census 
of 1872 — 182 men, 218 women, 82 boys, 61 girls; total, 543. 
Number of children of school-going age — that is, above six years 
and under sixteen— 106 boys, 46 girls; total, 152. Number of 
population who, without having attended school regularly, can read 
or write any language, or can~ count — 23 men, 9 boys; total, 32 
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Number of residents, in the village who can read and write Hindi 
— 23 men, 9 boys ; total, 32. 

Ardriyd Subdivision — Basditf, in pargand Pumiah, which has an 
aided primary school Population of the village according to the 
Census of 1872 — 715 men, 761 women, 383 boys, 261 girls total, -- 
2120. Number of children of school-going age — 246 boys, 145 girls ; 
total, 391. Number of children actually attending any school— 41 
boys, 5 girls; total, 46. Number of population who, without having 
attended school regularly, can read or write any language, or can 
count — 57 men, 10 boys; total, 67. Number of residents in the 
village who can read and write Hindi — 47 men, 10 boys ; total, 57. 
Tamghiti, \u par gand Pumiah, in which there is no school. Popula- 
tion of the village according to the Census of 1872 — 209 men, 236 
women, 126 boys, 92 girls; total, 663. Number of children of school- 
going age — 76 boys, 41 girls ; total, 1 1 7. Number of children actually 
attending any school — 5 boys. Number of population who, without 
having attended school regularly, can read or write any language, or 
can count — 9 men, 2 boys; total, ii. Number of residents in the 
village who can read and write Hindi — 3 men. 

Krishnaganj Subdivision. — Khajr^, in pargand Surjyapur, which 
has an aided primary school Population of the village according 
to the Census of 1872 — 842 men, 867 women, 397 boys, 302 girls ; 
total, 2408. Number of children of school-going age, 163 boys, 58 
girls ; total, 221. Number of children actually attending any school 
— 32 boys. Number of population ’who, without having attended 
school regularly, can read and write, or can count — 68 men, 6 boys, 

I girl ; total, 75. Number of residents in the village who can read 
and write Hindi — 55 men, i boy; total, 56. Chak^llid, in pargand 
Badaur, in which there is no school Population of the village 
according to the Census of 1872—72 men, 78 women, 52 boys, 41 
girls; total, 243. Number of children of school-going age — 39 
boys, 14 girls; total, 53. Number of population who, without 
having attended school regularly, can read and write any language, 
or can count— 12 men, 3 boys; total, 13. Number of residents 
in the village who can read and write Hindi — 5 men. 

Postal Statistics show a rapid increase in the use of the Post 
Office in Pumiah District of late years. In 1861-62 the total 
revenue derived from cash collections from the public, exclusive 
of the account kept of revenue derived from official correspondence, 
.amounted to ^437, 12s. i id., .and the total expenditure to ^866, 
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4S. 5|d. There is no information to show the amount of the sales 
of postage stamps. In 1865-66 the total postal revenue, exclusive 
of official correspondence, amounted to ;2^’648, x8s. io|d., and the 
expenditure to ^2479, 2|d. In 1870-71, exclusive of official 

correspondence, the revenue amounted to ;j^3358, 6s. 9|d., and the 
expenditure to ;j^‘63i 8, 14s. id. Within these ten years, therefore, 
both the revenue and the expenditure increased more than sbcfold. 
The number of letters, etc. despatched in 1870-71 is not available. 
Excluding parcels, a total of 172,344 letters, newspapers, and books 
Y/as received in 1870-71, against a total of 97,078 in 1861-62 ; show- 
ing an increase of 75,266, or 77*5 per cent, during the ten years. 


Postal Statistics of Purniah District for the Years 
1861-62, 1865-66, AND 1870-71. 



1861-6*. 

1865-66, 

1870-71. 


Received. 

De- 

spatched. 

Received. 

De- 

spatched. 

Received. 

De- 

spatched. 

Private Letters, 
Official Letters, 

73.477 

10,819 

77,249 

7,011 

91,816 

20,659 

93,202 

*3.871 

Materials 

hot 

available. 

:§■ 

Total Letters, , 

84,296 

84,260 

112,475 

107,073 

157,720 

1 

Newspapers, . . 

Parcels, .... 
Books, .... 

11,989 

2,118 

793 

660 

433 

68 

12,376 

1,332 

1.536 

1,656 

500 

50 

11,682 

1,504 

2,942 


Total, . . . 

99,196 

1 

85,421 

125,719 

109,279 

173,848 

1 

Total receipts, ex- 
clusive of sale of 
postage stamps, . 
Total expenditure, 

;^437 

866 

12 II 

4 si 

^648 18 loj 

2479 12 2i 

■ 


Administrative Divisions. — For administrative purposes, Pur- 
niah is divided into the three following Subdivisions. The popula- 
tion statistics are taken from the Appendix^ Statements lA and iB 
to the Census Report for 1872. The administrative figures are 
taken from a Report specially furnished by the Collector, and refer 
to the year 1870-71. 

The Sadr or Headquarters Subdivision occupies a total area 
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of 2572 square miles, with 2634 villages or townships, and 157,733 
houses: total population, 773,310; of whom 536,243, or 69-3 per 
cent, are Hindus; 235,603, or 30*5 percent., Muhammadans; 354 
Christians; and iiio, or *2 per cent, people belonging to other 
denominations not classified separately. Proportion of males of 
all religions in the total Subdivisional population, 50*3 per cent 
Average density of the population, 301 persons to the square mile; 
average number of villages per square mile, 1*02 ; average number 
of persons per village or township, 2 94 ; average number of houses 
per square mile, 61 ; average number of inmates per house, 4*9. 
The Subdivision comprises the seven police circles {thdnds) of Pur- 
jiiah, Damdahd, Gondwird, Manih^ri, Kadba, Balrdmpur, and Amiir- 
lCdsb£ In 1870-71 it contained 5 magisterial and revenue courts. 
The regular police consisted of a total number of 333 officers and 
men, and a rural police or village watch {chaukiddrs) of 3236 men. 
The total cost of administration, police, and chaukiddrs (village 
police) was estimated at ;i^29,o72, 8s. 2|d. 

Arariya Subdivision was formed on the rst November 1864. It 
covers a total area of 1045 square miles, with 680 villages or town- 
ships, 67,241 houses, and a total population of 377,055 souls; of 
whom 267,963, or yx'i per cent, are Hindus; 108,216, or 287 per 
cent, Muhammadans; 48 Christians; and 828, or *2 percent, of 
other denominations not specified in the Census Report Propor- 
tion of males of all religions in the total Subdivisional population, 
50*4 per cent Average density of population, 361 persons per 
square mile; average number of villages or townships, '65 per square 
mile; average number of persons per village or township, 554; average 
number of houses per square mile, 64 ; average number of inmates 
per house, 5*6. The Subdivision comprises the three police 
circles or thdnds of Arariyi, R^m'ganj, and Matiydri. In 1870-71 
there was one magisterial and revenue court; a regular police 
force consisting of a total number of 84 officers and men, and a 
rural police or village watch of 1289 chaukiddrs. The Collector 
returned the i total cost of administration, police, and chaukiddrs 

at ^^6384, IIS. ifd. 

Krishnaganj Subdivision was formed on the 17th December 
1845. It occupies an area of 1340 square miles, with 865 villages 
or townships, 88,473 houses, and a total population of 564,430 
souls; of whom 217,803, or 38-6 per cent, are Hindus; 346,330, 
or 6 1 *4 per cent, Muhammadans; i is a Christian; and 296 are 
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of other denominations not separately classified. Proportion of 
males of all religions in the total Subdivisional population, 52*6 per 
cent Average density of population, 42 1 per square mile ; average 
^ number of villages per square mile, *65 ; average number of persons 
per village or township, 653 ; average number of houses per square 
mile, 66 j average number of inmates per house, 6*4. The Sub- 
division comprises the three police circles or thdnds of Bah^durganj, 
Krishnaganj, and Kdli%anj. In 1870-71 it contained one magis- 
terial and revenue court The regular police consisted of a total 
number of 99 officers and men, and a village * watch of 2553 
chaukUdrs. The Collector returned the total cost of administration, 
police, SiXid chaukiddrs at 1,512, i6s. id. 

Fiscal Divisions. — The following list of the Fiscal Divisions or 
pargands forming the District of Pumiah is compiled from statistics 
published by the Board of Revenue and the returns of the Revenue 
Survey, corrected by comparison with the figures registered in the 
local Collectorate. The discrepancies amongst these authorities 
are comparatively few and unimportant I believe that generally the 
information deduced from them regarding the acreage and number 
of estates is correct The population is only approximate j it is 
calculated on the basis of the number of persons to the square, mile 
in the police division within which the pargand is entirely, or for 
the most part, situated. In the case of large pargands contained 
in two or more police divisions, I have taken the average of the • 
populations in each. The information regarding the jurisdiction 
of the Criminal and Civil Courts was obtained directly ■ from 
the presiding officers. Where a pargand lies partly in one Sub- 
division and partly in another, I have usually mentioned the court 
to which the larger portion of it is subordinate. The returns ob- 
tained under Act x. of 1871, for the assessment of a cess for the 
maintenance of roads and communications, has supplied me with 
information concerning the number and size of the estates chief, 
and of subordinate tenures of several d^ees, and the total rental of 
the different classes of rayati or cultivating holdings. In a previous 
Section on Land Tenures, I have pointed out that the assessments 
on which these figures are founded seem to err in falling short of 
the probable annual value. The Act, however, has provided that 
landlords will be debarred from claiming higher rates of rent than 
those stated to be payable to them by then tenantry in the retuma 
filed by them under the operation of the Road Cess Act 
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(1) * As^a covers an area of 81,855 acres, or 127*90 square 
miles j with 9 estates 5 land revenue, ^^3742 ; average rate of assess- 
ment, I id. an acre; estimated population, 51,288 ; Magistrate's and 
Munsifs Courts at Pumiah town. At the present time it may be 
assumed that four-fifths of Hat parganS. are under cultivation. The 
returns under the Road Cess Act show that there is i estate paying 
revenue on a rental exceeding ;£'5oao a year, i on a rental exceed- 
ing a year, 7 on rentals of less than £103, year, and i revenue- 
free estate, with a rental between ^10 ahd 50 a year. One estate 
pays more than ;^iooo a year in revenue, and 8 pay less than^^io. 
In this largand there are — i subordinate tenure of the first degree 
valued at between ;;^5oo and p^iooo a year, 16 between ;^ioo 
and ^500, 7 between ;^5o and ;j£‘xoo, ii between ;^io and 
;^5o, and 104 valued at less than ;^io a year. There are 4 
under-tenures of the second degree, valued at between £,tQo and 
;^5oo a year, i between ;^So and ;i^ioo, and 2 between ^10 
and ^50. There are no subordinate tenures of the third or lower 
degrees. There are 8 rayaft or cultivating holdings paying more than 
;^io a ye^, and yielding a total rental of 120, 8s. od. ; 69 paying 
rent at between and a year, and yielding a rental of 
;^495, 4s. od.; 455 paying rent at between £,2 and £s a 

and yielding a rental of 2 21, 4s. od. ; 3086 paying rent between 
los, and £2, and yielding a rental of £s^ 7 ^, los. od.; 11,489 
paying rent less than los. a year, and yielding a rental of ^1662, 
i6s. od. Total rental of the pargand^ £(^^ 1 ^, 2s. od. 

(2) Badaur covers an area of 189,352 acres, or 295*86 square 
miles; with 78 estates; land revenue, ^8414; average* rate of 
assessment, io|d. an acre; estimated population, 106,214; Magis- 
trate’s Court at the Headquarters Station, and Munsifs Court at 
Husdinganj. The returns under the Road Cess Act show that there 
are 2 estates paying revenue on rentals exceeding 0,000 a year, 
19 on rentals exceeding £\-o a year, and 28 on rentals of less 
than ;;^io a year; there are also 5 revenue-free estates with rentals 
between £xo and £$0 a year, and r6 valued at less than ;:^io a 
year. Two estates pay more than ^rooo a year in revenue, i pays 
more than ;^io, and 46 pay legs than ;^ro. In this pargand there 
are 2 subordinate temues of the first degree valued at between 
;£‘iooo and £5000, 2 between ^^500 and ;;^iooo, 29 between 
;^ioo and ^500, 31 between £so and ;^ioo, 108 between £jo 
and ;:^5o, and 422 valued at less ibm £jo a year. Of the second 
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degree, 4 are valued at between £,\oo and ;^5oo a year, 13 at 
between ;^so and 58 at between ;!^io and ;z^5o, and 130 

at less than £,10. Of the third degree, i is valued at between 
;j^ioo and ;j^5oo, 7 are valued at between ;^io and ;^So, and 
II at less than £10. Of the fourth degree, i is valued at between 
;^xo and ;:^5o a year, and 2 are valued at less than ;^io‘a year. 
There are no subordinate tenures of the fifth or lower degrees. 
There are 77 rayati or cultivating holdings of more than ;^io a 
year, and yielding a total rental of i6s, od. ; 394 paying 

rent at between £^: and ;^io a year, and yielding a rental of 
;^25ii, I2S. od. ; 1477 between £2 rmd £s a year, 

and yielding a rental of ;^422o, i8s. od. j 6177 paying rent at 
between los. and £2 a year, and yielding a rental of ^7511 ; and 
18,516 paying less than los. a year, and yielding a rental of £3430, 
2S. od. Total rental of the largand^ 18,827, 8s. od. 

(3) Bhaura occupies an area of 26 acres, or ©'04 of a square mile, 
with I estate ; land revenue, £ i, 6s. od. ; average rate of assess- 
ment, IS. an acre; estimated population, 9; Magistrate’s and 
Munsifs Courts at Hus£nganj. There are no agricultural statistics 
for this small Fiscal Division derived from the Survey records. The 
proportion of cultivated land to waste may be assumed to be the 
same as xnfargand Badaur — that is, in the proportion of 3 to i. The 
largmid consists of a single estate, valued at less than ;^io a year, 
to which there are no tenures or cultivating holdings subordinate. 

(4) Burigangal covers an area of 6552 acres, or 10*24 square 
'miles; with 5 estates; land revenue, £x22^ 14s. od. ; average rate 
of assessment, 4-|d. an acre; estimated population, 1211; Magis- 
trate’s Court at the Headquarters Station, Munsifs Court at Husdin- 
ganj. The return under the Road Cess Act shows that there is i 
estate paying revenue on a rental between ;^ioo and ;^soo a year, i 
on a rental between ^^50 and £iooz. year, 2 pay on rentals between 
£io and ;^so a year, and i pays on a rental of less than ;^io a 
year ; there are no revenue-free estates. One estate pays more than 
^50 a year in revenue, 2 pay more than ^10, and 2 less than ;^io. 
There is one subordinate tenure of the first degree valued at 
between ;^ioo and ^2^^500, i at between ;3^5o and ;^ioo, 2 are 
valued at between ;,^io and ;^5o, and xi at less than ;^io a year. 
There are 7 subordinate tenures of the second degree valued at 
less than ;^io a year, and no subordinate tenures of the third or 
lower degrees. There is one rayail or cultivating tenure paying 
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a rent of more than ;^io a year, and yielding a total rental of ;^i6, 
8s. od. ; I paying between and ;£‘io, and yielding a rental 
of 14s. od. ; 4 pa^ between £^2 and and yield a rental 
of 2S. od. ; 92 pay^a rent of between los. and £^2^ and 3rield 
a rental of 12s. od. ; and i'3i2 pay less than los. a year, and 
yield a rental of ;j^22o, 4s. od. Total rental of the largand^ 

(5) Chak Dilawari occupies an area of 24,553 acres, or 38*36 

square miles ; with 5 estates ; land revenue, ;£‘5i3, i6s. od. ,* average 
rate of assessment, 5d. an acre: estimated population, 8285; Magis- 
trate’s and Munsifs Courts at Klri|hnaganj. No part of this pargand 
was measured by khasrd^ and the Survey maps do not contain details 
regarding cultivated and uncultivated lands. The return under the 
Road Cess Act shows that there are 4 estates paying revenue on 
rentals exceeding ;^ioo a year, while one pays on a rental less than 
;^io a year; there are no revenue - free estates in this division. 
Three estates pay more than ;^ioo a year in revenue, i pays more 
than ^10, and i less than year. There is i subordinate tenure 

of the first degree valued at between ;^ioo and ;;^5oo a year, and 
r under-tenure of the second degree valued at between ;2^^ioo and 
;^5oo ; there are no under-tenures of the third or lower degrees. 
Nine rayati or cultivating holdings pay more than £10 sl year, and 
yield a total rental of ^2^230, 14s. od. j 8 pay between and ^ 
a year, and yield a rental of ;2^44, 12s. od. ; 64 pay between £2 and"' 
j^5, and yield a rental of ;^i96, 6s. od. ; 353 pay between los. and 
£2 a year, and yield a rental of ;2^^4i5, 12s. od. ; and 1877 pay less 
than los. a year and yield a rental of £266, i8s. od. Total rental 
of the pargand, ;^iiS4, 2s. od. 

(6) Dilawarpur covers an area of 14,233 acres, or 22*24 square 
miles ; with 3 estates ; land revenue, £6<)2,y fis. od. j average rate 
of assessment, ii|d. an acre; estimated population, 4803; Magis- 
trate’s and Mimsifs Courts at Husdinganj. No pieasurement was 
made by khasrd in this pargand. The return under the Road Cess 
Act shows I estate paying revenue on a rental exceeding £10 3. 
year, and i estate paying more than ;^io in revenue. There is i 
subordinate tenure of the first degree valued at between £10 and 
;^5o a year, and 2 are valued at less than ;j^,'io a year. One rayati 
or cultivating tenure pays between £2 and;^5 a year, and yields a 
rental of £2, i8s. od. ; 22 pay rent between los. and ;^2 a year, 
and yield a total rental of;j^24, 4s. od.; and 14 pay less than los. a 
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year, and yield a rental of 2S. od. Total rental of pargand^ 
£zx, 4S, od. 

(7) Dharmpur covers an area of 756,535 acres, or 1182*06 square 
miles; with 453 estates; land revenue, ^23,143, 2s. od. ; average 
rate of assessment, 7:^d. an acre; estimated population, 265,963; 
Magistrate’s and Munsifs Courts at the Headquarters Station and 
at Aririyl The returns under the Road Cess Act show tha-t there 
is I estate paying revenue on a rental of 0,000 a year, 2 pay on 
rentals exceeding £^000 a year, 6 on rentals exceeding ;j^ido a year, 
6 on rentals exceeding ;^5o a year, 128 on rentals exceeding j^io 
a year, and 291 on rentals of less than ;^io a year. There is i 
revenue-free estate with a rental between ^50 and 100 a year, 7 
have rentals between ;^io and ;:^5o a year, and 44 have less than 
p^io a year ; 5 estates pay revenue or rent directly to the Collector, 
valued at less than £xo 2, year, and 5 estates, of which the land 
revenue has been redeemed, are valued at less than ;£'io a year. 
One estate pays more than ;i^io,ooo a year in revenue, i more than 
;i^iooo, 3 more than ;^ioo, 2 more than ;^5o, 34 more than £xo\ 
393 pay less than a year, and 5 under j;^io a year pay direct 
to the Collector. In this pargand there are — 2 subordinate tenures 
of the first degree valued at between ;;^iooo and ;^5ooo a year, 
I at between £^00 and ;^iooo, 63 at between £xoo and ^^500, 
55 at between ^50 and 100, 113 at between ;^io and ;^5o, and 
2808 at less than ^10 a year. There are 13 under-tenures of 
the second degree valued at between ;^ioo and £500 a year, 7 at 
between ;^5o and ;2^i6o, n at between ^^lo and £soy and 16 at 
less than ;z^io a year. There are 57 raj^a/i or cultivating holdings 
paying more than £10 a year, and yielding a total rental of £iooy, 
i8s. od. ; 177 pay between ^5 and a year, and yield a rental 
of ;«^ii2i, i2s. od.; 1410 pay rent at between £2 and £s, and 
yield a rental of ^^4011, 2s. od. ; 9695 pay between los. and £2 
rent, and yield a rental of ;^9o59, 2s. od. ; and 30,947 pay less 
than I os. a year, and yield a rental of £5239, 2 s. od. Total rental 
of the pargand^ ;^2o,438, ids. od. 

(8) Fathipur Singhia covers an area of 149,703 acres, or 233*91 
square miles; with 206 estates; land revenue, ;j^4ioi, 6s. od. ; 
average rate of assessment, 6|d. an acre; estimated population, 
101,283 ; Magistrate's and Munsifs Courts at Ardriya and Krishna- 
ganj. The Road Cess Act returns show that there are 2 estates 
paying revenue on rentals exceeding ;^iooo a year, xo on rentals 
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exceeding 17 on rentals exceedi-ng ^^50, 105 on rentals 

exceeding ;£’io, and 73 on rentals of less than ;£’io a year. There 
is I revenue-free estate with a rental of between ;^ioo and ^500 a 
year; of i, the rental is between ;2^5o and ;^ioo a year; of 4, 
between ;2^io and;z^5o a year; and of 3 it is less than ;^io a year. 
One estate pays revenue or rent directly to the Collector, valued at 
less than ;j^io a year. Two estates pay more than ;^^iooo a year 
in revenue, i pays more than £100^ 4 more than;^5o, 37 more 
than ;CiOy and 163 less than ;:^io a year; i estate pays revenue 
directly to the Collector, valued at less than ;2^io a year. There 
is I subordinate tenure of the first degree valued at between 
;jr5oo and p^^xooo a year, 18 are valued between ;j^ioo and 
;^5oo, 5 at between ;2^^5o and £100, 6 *j at between £10 and 
;;^5o, and 163 at less than ;^io a year. There is i subordinate 
tenure of the second degree valued at between £,100 and ;2£’5oo 
a year, 18 are valued at between ;3^io and ^^^50, and 34 at Ipss 
than j£io year. There are 291 rayaii or cultivating holdings 
paying more than ^10 a year, and yielding a total rental of ;j^6ii 7 ; 
333 between ^^^5 and ^10, and yielding a rental of ^2151, 

1 6s. od. ; 1041 paying between ;£2 and and yielding a rental 
of ;^2S9i, Tos. od. ; 1437 paying between los. and ^2, and yield- 
ing a rental of ^1^1751, 2S. od. ; and 1013 paying less than los. a 
year, and yielding a rental of £21^^ 14s. od. Tutai rental of the 
la^and, ^£12,^2^, 2s. od. 

(9) Garari covers an area of 66,491 acres, or 103*89 square 
miles; with 26 estates; land reyenue, ^^1426, 4s. i^d. ; average 
rate of assessment, $^d. an acre; estimated population, 44,049; 
Magistrate's and Munsifs Courts at the Headquarters Station and 
at Ar^riyl The valuation returns obtained under the Road Cess 
Act are given under fargmid Dharmpur. 

(10) Garhi occupies an area of 28,804 acres, or 45*01 square 
miles ; with 4 estates ; land revenue, £,2x0 ; average rate of assess- 
ment, i|d. an acre; estimated population, io,'^02; Magistrate’s 
Court at the Headquarters Station, and Munsifs Court at Husdin- 
ganj. The returns under the Road Cess Act show — i estate paying 
revenue on a rental exceeding ^500 a year, i on a rental exceeding 
^10 a year, and 2 on rentals less than ^ro a yearl One estate 
pays more than £xoo a year in revenue, and 3 pav less than 10 
a year. There are 2 subordinate tenures, of the first degree valued 
at between £joq and;z^5oo a year, and 2 at less than £xo a year. 
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There are 5 rayaii or cultivating holdings paying rent between 
and a year, and yielding a total rental of ^^19, as. od, ; 13 pay- 
ing rent between and ;^5, and yielding a rental of ;^35, Ss. od. ; 
156 paying rent between los. and £2^ and yielding a rental of 
as. od; and 5330 paying rent of less than los., and )delding a 
rental of £2%^^ 4s. od. Total rental of this pargand^ £a9Aj od. 

(11) Hatanda covers an area of SS,S4^ acres, or 86 7 8 "Square 

miles; with 12 estates; land revenue, od.; average 

rate of assessment, is. s|d an acre; estimated population, 26,207 ) 
Magistrate’s Court at the Headquarters Station, Munsif s Court at 
Husdinganj. The returns under the Road Cess Act show that there 
are 2 estates paying revenue on a rental exceeding;!^ 100 a year, 5 
m a rental valued at less than ;^io a year, and 2 revenue-free estates 
payingrentals between ;i^io and;^5o a year. Seven estates pay less 
than ;^io a year in revenue. No under-tenures exist in this division. 
Of the rayad or cultivating holdings, 4 pay more than £10 a year, 
and yield a total rental of £6S, los. od. ; 5 pay between ;^5 and 
;^io, and yield a rental of ;^35, 8s. od. ; 61 pay between £2 and 
£$^ and yield a rental of £174, i8s. od. ; 298 pay between los. 

£^} yield a rental of £2^4f iBs. od. ; and 282 pay less 
than los. a year, and yield a rental of £64, i8s. od. Total rental 
of th^ pargand^ £^Z^^ od. 

(12) Haveli Purniah covers an area of 498,436 acres, or 778*81 
square miles; with 150 estates; land revenue, £iSt3SS> ^s. od. r 
average rate of assessment, 7§d. an acre; estimated population, 
330,215 ; Magistrate’s, Judge’s, and Munsif s Courts at the Head- 
quarters Station. The Road Cess Act returns show that i estate pays 
revenue on a rental exceeding 0,000, r on a rental exceeding 
£$00^ 2 on rentals exceeding ;^ioo, 7 on rentals, of more than 
£ 50, 48 on rentals of over ;^io, and 94 on rentals of less than 

a year. There is i revenue-free estate with a rental of between 
;^ioo and ^500 a year, 9 with rentals of £10 to £50, and 6 with 
rentals of less than ;^io a year. There is also i estate paying 
revenue directly to the Collector, valued at between ^^50 and 
^Too a year. One estate pays more than 0,000 a year in 
revenue, 2 pay more than £100, 1 pays more than £50^ 17 pay 
more than £10, and 132 less than ;^io a year; while i estate, 
valued at between ;^io and ^50 a year, pays revenue directly to 
the Collector. There are 5 subordinate tenures of the first degree 
valued at between ;j^iooo and ^^5000 a year, iS at between £500 
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and ^1000, III at between ;:^ioo and £,^00^ 36 at between 
and ;!^ioo, 100 at between ;^io and and 2313 at less than 

;^io a year. There is i subordinate tenure of the second degree 
valued at between ^1000 and ;^5ooo a year, 2 are valued at 
between ;^5oo and ^1000, 42 at between ;^ioo and ;^5oo, 28 at 
between and ;^ioo, 64 at between ;^io and 59 

less taan;^io a year. Of the third degree there are 5 subordinate 
tenures valued at between ^100 and £$00 a year, 7 at between 
;^5o and ;^ioo a year, 16 at between £10 and ;:^5o a year, and 
10 at less than ;;^io a year. There are 447 rayad or cultivating 
tenures paying more than j:^io a year, and yielding a total, rental of 
£Sgi8, 1 6s. od. 817 paying between £s and £10, and yielding 
a rental of ^'“5473 ; 3393 Paying between and ;^|,-and yielding 
a rental of j:^7944, i6s. od. 3 13,613 paying between los. and £2, 
and yielding a rental of 17,920, 8s. od. ; and 49,800 paying less 
than los. a year, and yielding a rental of ^13,4.28, 2s. od. Total 
rental of the pargand, £s3j3^Sf 2s. od. 

(13) Kadba covers an area of 87,848 acres, or 13 7 '26 square miles ; 
with 13 estates; land revenue, ;^27X4, 14s. od. ; average rate of 
assessment, 7^d. an acre; estimated population, 50,100; Magistrate’s 
Court at the Headquarters Station, and Munsifs Court at Husdin- 
ganj. The returns under the Road Cess Act show that there are 2 
estates paying revenue on rentals exceeding ;^iooo a year, 4 on 
rentals exceeding ;^io a year, and 4 on rentals valued at less than 
;^ro a year. There is i revenue-free estate with a rental of between 
;^io and ;^5o a year, and i paying revenue directly to the Collector 
on a rental valued at between ;^io and ^^50 a year. Two estates 
pay more than ^1000 a year in revenue, and 8 pay less than ;^io 
a year; i pays direct to Collector more than ;j^io in revenue. 
There is i under-tenure of the first degree valued at between 
;^iooo and ;^5ooo a year, 16 are valued at between £'ioo 
and ;^Soo a year, 7 are valued at between £$o and £100^ 
8 at between ^10 and £$o^ and .192 at less than ;^io a year. 
Of the second degree there are 7 sub-tenures, valued at between 
;^ioo and ;^Soo a year, 9 valued at between ;^5o and ;^ioo, 17 
between ;^io and £so, 6 valued at less than a year. Of 
the rayatl or cultivating holdings, 4 pay more than ;^io a year, and 
yield a total rental of £49^ i8s. odL ; 25 pay between ^5 and 
and yield a rental of ^159, i6s. od. ; 235 pay between ^2^2 and;^5, 
and yield a rental of ^^714, 6 s. od. ; 2918 pay between los. and 
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and yield a rental of jj^2,739^ 8s. od and 8636 pay less than 
I os. a year, and yield a rental of ;^i873, los. od. Total rental of 
the pargand, ^^5536, i8s. od 

(14) Kankjol covers an area of 194,324 acres, or 303*64 square 

miles ; with 23 estates ; land revenue, £3^7$} 2s. od. ; average rate 
of assessment, 4|d. an acre ; estimated population, 72,873 ; Magis- 
trate's Court at the Headquarters Station, Honorary Magis^jate^s 
Court at Manshdi, and Munsifs Court at Husiinganj, According to 
ti e Road Cess returns, there are 2 estates paying revenue on rentals 
exceeding ;;^iooo a year, i pays on a rental exceeding ;j^S 00 a year, 
3 pay on rentals exceeding ;^ioo, 2 on rentals exceeding 10, and 
16 on rentals of less than a year. One estate pays more than 
;^iooo a year in revenue, i pays more than ^500, 3 pay more than 
;i^ioo, I pays more than ;^5o a year, and 18 pay less than ;j^io a 
year in revenue. Of the under-tenures of the first degree, there are 
3 valued at between ;^5oo and ;£iooo a year, 9 at between ;^ioo 
and £,300^ 4 valued at between ;j^5o and £100, 17 valued at 
between ;^io and ;j^So, and 125 valued at less than ^10 a )r^ar. 
Of the second degree, there are 2 valued at between ;:^ioo and 
;^5oo a year, 3 valued at between ;^5o and ;z^‘ioo, 7 valued at 
between £10 and ;;^So, and 48 valued at less than ;^io a year. 
Of the third degree, there is i valued at between ;^5o and ;j^ioo.a 
year, while 4 are valued at between 10 and ;?^5o a year. There 
are no under-tenures of any lower degrees. Of the or culti- 

vating holdings, 17 pay more than ;i^xo a year, and yield a 
total rental of £363, 8s. od. a year; 35 pay between £3 and 
£10 a year, and yield a rental of £227, 6s. od. ; 221 pay between 
£2 and £5y and yield a rental of £703, Ss. od. ; 2756 pay between 
los. and £2, and yield a rental of ^^2562, i6s. od.; and 18,138 
pay less than los. a year, yielding a rental of ;z^244i, 8s. od. Total 
rental of the pargand^ £^300, 6s. od. 

(15) Kasimpur contains an area of 5278 acres, or 8*25 square 
miles; with 7 estates; land revenue, ;^i49, 4s, od. ; average rate 
of assessment, 6|d. an acre; estimated population, 2318; Magis- 
trate's Court at the Headquarters Station, and Munsifs Court at 
Husdinganj. The Road Cess Report shows that there was i estate 
paying revenue on a rental exceeding ;^io a year, and i estate 
paying less than ;i^io in revenue per annum. No under-tenures 
or rayaii holdings exist in this pargand, 

(x6) Kativar covers an area of 66,464 acres, or 103*85 square 
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miles j with 9 estates \ land revenue, ^1105, 2s. od. ; average rate of 
assessment, 4d. an acre; estimated population, 37,905 ; Magistrate’s 
Court at the Headquarters Station, and Munsifs Court at Husdin- 
ganj. The Road Cess Act returns show that there are 2 estates paying 
revenue on rentals exceeding^p^iooo a year, i on a rental exceed- 
ing a year, 8 on rentals of less than a year, and 

I revenue-free estate with a rental less than ^£10 a year. 
Two estates pay more than ;^5oo’ in revenue, and 9 pay less 
than ;^io. There are 4 under-tenures of the first degree valued 
at between ;2^ioo and ;^5 o.q a year, 8 valued at between 
and and 83 valued at less than a year. There is 

one. under-tenure of the* second degree valued at between ;^ioo 
and jQ^oo a year, 3 are valued at between ;:^io''ahd and ' i 

at less than a year. Of the rayati or cultivating holdings, 
21 paymore than ;^io a year, and yield a total rental of;^34o, i6s. 
od. ; 44 pay between ;£$ and a year, and yield a rental of 
^300 ; 202 pay between £^2 and ;£s> yield a rental of ^2^489, 
i8s. od: ; 995 pay between los. and £^2^ and yield a rental of 
^914, 14s. od. ; and 13,785 pay less than los. a year, and yield 
a rental of ;^634. Total rental of the pargand, £26^ g, 8s. od. 

(17) Kholra covers an area of 5511 acres, or 8*6 1 square miles ; 

with I estate ; land revenue^ i average rate of assessment, 

IS. 3d. an acre ; estimated population, 2066 ; Magistrate’s Court at 
the Headquarters Station, Munsifs Court at Husdinganj. The 
report under-the Road Cess Act shows that i estate pays revenue 
on a rental exceeding ;^Soo, and x on a rental of more than ;^ioo 
per annum in revenue. There are 10 under-tenures of the first 
degree valued at less than £10. a year. There are 6 rayati or 
cultivating tenures paying more than ^10 a year in rent, and 
yielding a total rental of ^104, 2s. od. ; 16 paying between £5 and 
^10, and yielding a rental of ;^94, 12s. od. ; 57 paying between 
£2 and £5, and yielding a rental of ;^253, 12s. od.; 252 paying 
between los. and £2, and yielding a rental of £20^, 8s. od. ; 138 
paying less than xos., and yielding a rental of £37, 4s. od. Total 
rental of the pargand^ £^9^7 i8s. od. 

(18) Kumaripur occupies an area of 42,395 acres, or 66*24 
square miles ; with 16 estates ; landrevenue, ;^6 to, x8s. od. ; average 
rate of assessment, 3jd. an acre; estimated population, i 5,797 i 
Magistrate’s Court at the Headquarters Station, and Munsifs Court at 
Husdinganj. The Road Cess returns show that there are 2 estates 
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paying revenue on rentals exceeding ;^5oo a year, 2 on rentals 
exceeding ;£ioo sl year, and 16 on rentals of less than ;£‘io a year. 
There are five revenue-free estates with rentals of less than ;^io a 
year. Two estates pay more than ;^ioo a year in revenue,- 2 pay 
more than 10, and 16 less than ;;^io a year. There are 2 sub- 
ordinate tenures of the first degree, valued at between ^100 and 
;^5oo a year, 4 between and ;^ioo, 2 between ^10 and 
;^5Q, and 44 valued at less than ;^io a year. Of the second de- 
gree there is one subordinate tenure, valued at between ;^io and 
a year. There are 4 rayafi or cultivating holdings paying 

more than a year, and yielding a total rental of ;£ 6 oj los. od. ; 

13 paying between ^^5 and ;;^io a year, and yielding a rental of 
i6s. od. ; 67 paying between ^^2 and ;^5, and yielding a rental 
of ;^2 i 6, 4S. od. ; 685 paying between los. and ;£2f and yielding a 
rental of .;j^ 6 o 7 , 8 s. od. i and 4359 paying less than 10s. a year, and 
yielding a rental of ^£731, 14s. od. Total rental of the j^argand, 
;^I704, I2S. od. 

(19) Lakhpura covers an area of 3311 acres, or 5*17 square 
miles; with 8 estates; land revenue, ;£88, os. 7d. ; average rate of 
assessment, 6|d. an acre; estimated population, 1116; Magistrate’s 
Court at the Headquarters Station, and Munsifs Court at Husdin- 
ganj. This taj^pd is really a part of Burigangal pargandy but was 
separately measured at the time of Survey, and now bears a separate 
number on the tauji or revenue roll 

(20) Mahinagar covers an area of 15,376 acres, or 24*02 
square miles ; with 5 estates; land revenue, ^^549-; average' rate of 
assessment, 7jd. an acre; estimated population, 7254; Magistrate’s 
Court at the Headquarters Station, and Munsifs Court at Husiin- 
g?nj. 

(21) Maldawar occupies an area of 13,313 acres, or 20*80 square 
miles ; with 2 estates ; land revenue, £, 6 ^ 6 , 45^ od. ; average rate of 
assessment, I ifd. an acre; estimated population, 6718 ; Magistrate’s 
Court at the Headquarters Station, and Munsfs Court at Husiin- 
ganj. The returns under the Road Cess Act show that i estate 
pays revenue on a rental exceeding ^Qiooo a year, and i on a rental 
of less than ^10 a year; i estate pays more than ^3^500 in revenue, 
and I estate pays Jess than ;3^^io. There is i under-tenure of 
the first grade valued at between j^^iooo and ;z{^5ooo a year, and 
there are 31 valued at less than ;Qio. There are 4 under-tenures 
of the second grade valued at between ;^ioo and £$00 a year, 
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5 valued at between ;z^5o and ;^ioo a year, 3 valued at between 
;£io and ^ y^ar, and 6 valued at less than ;£io sl year. Of 
the third degree there is i under 4 enure, valued at between ;£ioand 
;z^5o a year. Eight or cultivating tenures pay rent at between 

^£2 and a year, and yield a total rental of ;^25, 6s. od. ; 34 
pay at between los. and and yield a rental of ^38, 8s. od.; 
and 92 pay less than los. a year, and yield a rental of ;£22, 
x8s. od. Total rental of the pargand^ i2S."bd. 

(22) Pawakhali covers an area of 81,264 acres, or 126*97 square 
miles; with 48 estates; land revenue, ^£*1767, os. 3d. ; average rate 
of assessment, 5|d. an acre; estimated population, 79,483 ; Magis~ 
trate’s and Mtmsifs Courts at Krishnaganj. The returns under the 
Road Cess Act show that i estate pays revenue on a rental exceed- 

a year, 5 pay on rentals exceeding ^2^50, 31 on rentals 
exceeding ^j^’fo, and ii on rentals valued at less than ^10 a year. 
There is i revenue-free estate with a rental of between ;j^^io and 
;^5o a year. One estate pays more than p^iooo a year in revenue, 

9 pay more than ;^io, and 38 less than ^10 a year. Three sub- 
oixiinate tenures of the first degree are valued at between 1000 and 
;^5ooo a year, i is valued at between £,ioo and ;;^5oo a year, 

2 are valued at between ;2^5o and 93 at between p^io and 

;z^5o, and 224 at less than ;;^io a year. There is i subordinate 
tenure of the second degree valued at between jQiooo and 
a year, i valued at between £100 and ^500, 3 valued at between 
;2^5 o and ^100, 103 valued at between ;£jo and ;j^5o, and 123 
valued at lass than;^io a year. There are ziorayati or cultivating 
holdings paying more than ;^ro a year, and yielding a total rental 
of ;^362i, i6s. od.; 353 paying between and a year, and 
yielding a rental of ;^2469, 6s. od. ; 494 paying between yQ2 and 
;^5, and yielding a rental of ;^i753, 14s. od. ; 703 paying between 
los. and £,2^ and yielding a rental of £848 ; and 310 paying less 
than JO a year, and yielding a rental of ;^59, 12s, od. Total rental 
of th^ pargandy £8*JS2\ 8s. od. 

(23) Shahpur covers an area of 2350 acres, or 3*67 square miles ; 
mth I estate; land revenue, ;j^io3; average rate of assessment, 
lojd. an acre; estimated population, 1556; Magistrate’s and Mun-^ 
sifs Courts at Husdinganj. The Road Cess returns show i estate 
paying revenue on a TCntal exceeding £xoo, and i estate paying 
more than ;^ioo in revenue; i under-tenure of the first degree 
valued at between £100 and £$00 a year, and 5 valued at less 
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than £,10 a year; i cultivating holding paying more than £io, and 
yielding a rental of £iS, 8s. od. ; 3 paying between £s and £jo, 
and yielding- a rental of ;^23, los. od. ; 3 paying between and 
£^, and paying a rental of £^ ; 103 paying between los. and;^2, 
and yielding a rental of £92, 6s. od. ; and 591 paying less than 10s., 
and yielding a rental of ^85, 8s. od. 

(24) SuLTANPUR covers an area of 194^017 acres, or 303*15 square 

miles j with 118 estates; land revenue, ;^6i98, 14s. od.; average 
rate of assessment, yfd. an acre ; estimated population, 108,527; 
Magistrate’s and Munsifs Courts at Husiinganj and Basantpur. 
The Road Cess returns show that i estate pays revenue on a 
rental exceeding ;^ioo a year, 2 pay on rentals exceeding £50 
SL year, 36 pay on rentals exceeding ^10 a year, and 80 
pay on less than ^10 a year. ^There are 2 revenue-free 
estates with rentals of between £100 and £500 a, year, 2 with 
rentals of between ;^5o and ;^ioo, and 9 with rentals of between 
;^io and £50; I pays direct to the Collector on a rental 
valued at less than ;^io a year. One estate pays more than £50 
a year in revenue, 6 pay more and 112 less than ;^io a year, 
and X pays less than ;^io a year in revenue direct to the Collector. 
There is i under-tenure of the first degree valued at between ;;^5o 
and ;^xoo a year, 2 are valued at between ;j^io and ;^5o a year, 
and I is valued at less than p^io a year. There are 3 or 

cultivating tenures paying more than ;^io a year, and yielding a 
total rental of £38, X2S. od. ; 9 paying between ^^5 and £10, and 
yielding a rental of;^56, i8s. od. ; 108 paying between ;:^2 and 
£S, and 3delding a rental of ^294, los. od. ; 589 paying between 
I os. and £2, and yielding a rental of ;^5oo, 143. od..; and 1047 
paying less than los. a year, and yielding a rental of ^^"2x9, i6s. od. 
Total rental of the pargand, £ixio, xos. od. 

(25) Sripur covers an area of 231,744 acres, or 362*10 square 
miles; with 336 estates ; land revenue, ;^i2,484, xos. od. ; average 
rate of assessment, is. ofd. an acre ; estimated population, 129,731 ; 
Magistrate’s and Munsifs Courts at Krighnaganj and Ardriyd. The 
returns under the Road Cess Act show 2 estates paying revenue 
on rentals exceeding ^^5000 a year, 4 paying on rentals exceed- 
ing p^^ioo, 14 paying on rentals exceeding £$o, 234 on rentals 
exceeding ;^io, and 95 on rentals of less than £xo a year; 

I revenue - free estate with a* rental between ;^5a and ^^loo 
a year, 31 with rentals of between ^10 and j;^so, and 30 with 



FISCAL DIVISIONS, 


429 


rentals of less than j£jo a, year. Two estates pay more tha‘n ;^iooo 
a year in revenue, 2 pay more than ;^5o, 37 pay more and 308 
less than ;^ioa year in revenue. Three subordinate tenures of the 
first degree are valued at between ^^500 and ^1000 a year, 21 at 
between 00 and ^^500, 18 at between ;^5o and ;£’ioo, 72 at 

between. o and ^50, and 36 9 at less than o a year. There are 

2 subordinate tenures of the second degree valued at between ;^ioo 
and ;£'5 oo a year, 5 valued at between and ^100, Ci at 

between ;2^io and ;^5o, and 38 at less than a year. There 
are 75 rayati or cultivating tenures paying more than ^10 a year, 
and yielding a total rental of ;^ii69, los. od. ; 372 paying between 
a-nd and yielding a rental of ;^2482, 8s. od. ; 1385 paying 
between ^2 and and yielding a rental of ;^4i87, 14s, od, ; 
3027 paying between los. and ;£‘2, and yielding a rental of ^3094, 
14s. od. j and 1944 paying less than los. a year, and yielding a rental 
of ;!^^ 47 i , 6 s . od. Total rental of the pargand^ 1,405, 12s. od. 

(26) SuRjVAPUR covers an area of 467,190 acres, or 729*99 square 
miles; with no estates; land revenue, ;^24, 5 89, 6s. od; ; average 
rate of assessment, is. ofd. an acre ; estimated population, 345,285 ; 
Magistrate’s avAMunsifs Courts at Krishnaganj. According to the 
leturns submitted under the Road Cess Act, there is i estate paying 
revenue on a rental exceeding 0,000 a year, i on a rental 
exceeding ^^^500, i on a rental exceeding ;^ioo, 8 on rentals 
exceeding ^^50, 74 on rentals exceeding ;;^io, and 22 on rentals 
of less than ;;^io a year. There is i revenue-free estate with 
a rental of between ;j^5oo and ;<^^iooo a year, I'with a rental of 
between and £ioo a year, and 5 with -rentals of between ;^io , 
^ estate pays more than ;^io,ooo a year in 

revenue, 2 pay more than ^50, 27 pay more and 77 less than 
;^io a year in -revenue. There are 6 under-tenures of the first 
degree valued at between ;£^iooo and ;£^Sooo a year,. 22 valued 
at ^between ;^5oo and ;^iooo, 30 between ^100 and 500, 73 
between ;^5o and j£ioo, 350 between ^10 and ;^5o, and 1174 
valued at less than ;^io a year. There is i under-tenure of the 
second degree valued at between ;^iooo and ^5000 a year, 2 
valued at between ;^Soo and ;^iooo, 15 valued at between 
and ;£^5 oo, 16 valued at between ;^5o and 172 at between 

and ^50, and 39 valued at less than ;;^io a year. There 
are 1198 cultivating or holdings paying more thauj^io a 

year, and yielding a total rental of £24,9^5^ od. ; 1934 paying 
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between and £xq^ and yielding a rental of ;^i4,693, los. od. ; 
3780 paying between £2 and ;^5, and yielding a rental of;^i3,764, 
2S. od. j 7685 paying between los. and £2^ and yielding a rental 
of 0,642, 2S. od. ; and 8341 paying less than los. a year, and 
yielding a rental of £2^02, 4s. od. Total rental of the fargand, 
.;^66,537, 12s. od. 

(27) Tajpur covers an area of 115,33^ acres, or 180*21 square 
miles ; with 44 estates ; land revenue, ;i^6oo4, i6s. od. ] average rate 
of assessment, is. ojd. an acre; estimated population, 58,207 ; Magis- 
trate’s Court at the Headquarters Station, and Munsifs Courts, at 
Husiinganj and the Headquarters Station. The returns under the 
Road Cess Act show i estate paying revenue on a rental exceeding 
;^5oooayear, i on a rental exceeding;^! 000, 2 on rentals exceeding 
;^ioo, I on a rental exceeding pf 50, 9 on rentals exceeding p^io, 18 
on rentals of less than p^^io a year, and i revenue-free estate with 
a rental between ;;^io and ^^50 a year. Two estates pay more than 
;^iooo a year in revenue, i pays more than £100 j i pays more 
than £iOj and 28 pay less than £10 a year in revenue. There 
are ,3 under-tenures of the first degree valued at between p^iooo 
and p^^Sooo a year, i valued at between ;^Soo and £1000, 15 
at between ;£’ioo and ;^5oo, 24 at between ^^^50 and 100, 40 at 
between £10 and ;:^So, and 302 at less than p^^io a year. Of the 
second degree there are 13 under-tenures valued at between ;^ioo 
and ^£*500 a year, 49 at between £$o and p^ioo, 5 at between 
;^io and £$0} and 91 at less than p^^io a year. There are, 27 
rayati or cultivating holdings paying more than £1.0 a year, and 
yielding a total rental of ^^619, i8s. od. ; 53 paying between £i and 
£\o^ and yielding a rental of ^^361, 8s. od. ; 745 paying between 
£2 and p^5, and yielding a rental of ^^2147, od. ; 2359 paying 
between los. and £2^ and yielding a rental of p^i8ii, 12s. od. ; 
and 10,650 paying less than los. a year, and yielding a rental of 
;^2o53, 8s. od. Total rental of the pargand^ £^ 99 A'> 4s* od. 

(28) Terakharda covers an area of 48,136 acres, or 75*21 square 
miles; with ii estates ; land revenue, ^^1511, 2s; od ; average rate 
of assessment, 7 Jd. an acre ; estimated population, 26,849 ) Magis- 
trate’s and Munsifs Courts at Ardriyd, The Road Cess returns 
show I estate paying revenue on a rental exceeding ;:^5ooo a year, 
2 paying on rentals exceeding ;£5oo, 3 on rentals exceeding £to^ 
4 on rentals of less than p^io a year, and i revenue-free estate 
with a rental of between;^ 10 and ;^5o a year. One estate pays 
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more than ;^iooo a year in revenue, and 2 pay more and 7 pay less 
than ;^io a year in revenue. There is i under-tenure of the first 
degree valued at between ;^5oo and ^s^iooo a year, ir are valued 
at between ^100 and £,^00^ ii at between and ;£’ioo, i at 
between;^ 10 and £^0, and 55 at less than £102, year; there is 
also I under-tenure of the second degree valued at between ^500 
and £^ooo a year. There is t rayati or cultivating tenure paying 
more than ;^io a year, and yielding a total rental of £14, 2s. od. ; 
I r pay between £5 and and yield a rental of £66, los. od. ; 197 
pay between £2 and £5, and yield a rental of £6$^, i8s. od. ; 
31.34 pay between los. and £2, and yield a rental of ;^2676, 
4^. od ; and 9911 pay less than los. a year, yielding a rental of 
£2o^*jy 2S. od. Total rental of the pargand^ £$ 4^1 ^ i6s. od. 

The Climate of Pumiah District is intermediate between that of 
Behar and that of Central Bengal. The rainfall, though markedly 
heavier than that registered in the trans-Gangetic tracts of Behar, 
such as Tirhut and North Bhdgalpur, is not nearly so heavy as 
that of such Districts as Dindjpur, Rangpur, and Bogrd. Within 
the District itself, the fall of rain is heavier on the alluvial tracts to 
the east than on the sandy land near the Kdsf. Purniah is the 
most eastern District that distinctly feels the dry and hot west winds 
so prevalent in Upper India and Behar ; but these last only foica] 
short time, and are frequently interrupted by moisture-laden breezes 
from the east, which, if prolonged during the spriiig months, are a 
sure forerunner of epidemic outbreaks. 

The year may be roughly divided into three seasons, — cold, hot, 
and rainy. The cold weather commences in the end of October 
and continues till the beginning of April, thus lasting nearly a 
month longer than in most parts of Behar, and commencing 
somewhat earlier than in the lower deltaic Districts. The hot 
season, which is milder than that of either Behar or the sea-coast 
Districts, lasts till the middle of June. These two seasons are for 
Europeans as pleasant as anything they can meet with in the Lower 
Provinces;, but they are succeeded by a season of damp and up- 
healthiness, which has given Pumiah a very unfavourable reputation.. 
July and August are months of heavy rain, but they are cool ahd 
averagely healthy. In September the rainfall is ne^ly as heavy as 
in the two previous months, the atmosphere becomes surcharged 
with moisture, and a general feverishness prevails. Towards the 
end of the month, and during October, when there is little rain, the 
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flooded lands begin to dry up, and the air is full of malarial exhala- 
tions from decaying vegetation. At this season three-fourths of the 
native population suffer from fever, which they do not get rid of till 
nearly the close of the year. At the present time, at least, Europeans 
living in dry and well-ventilated houses ordinarily escape this 
disease, or suffer from it for only a very short time ; and the cold of 
the following winter braces them up and prepares them for ^mother 
hot and rainy season. 

Meteorology. — The folloYung tables (pp. 433 and 434) show the 
maximum and minimum ranges of the thermometer during the years 
1871 to 1875, the wind directions for the same years, and the rainfall 
at the Headquarters Station, month by month, from 1867 to 1875. 

The Endemic Diseases of Pumiah District are principally those 
scientifically classed as zymotic. Chief amongst these are fevers, 
iijtermittent and remittent, with their train of sequelae, spleen disease, 
hepatitis, diarrhoea, dysentery, dropsy, and cancrum oris. Persons 
of all ages and both sexes suffer very much from fever, which, 
in almost every case, is of malarial origin. Children, from the very 
earliest period of infancy, and, indeed, at the breast, are subject to 
remittent fever ; and in such instances rarely live to the time of the 
second dentition, and often 3 ie long before, from sloughing of the 
cheeks and gums. The few who survive and struggle on to the age 
of puberty have sometimes been known to entirely recover their 
health, the development of the natural powers about that period 
producing, especially in the case of females, a most remarkable 
effect. The causes of fever are not a matter of doubt in Purniah. 
The country is everywhere low and interspersed with shallow swamps 
and stagnant rivers, and to a new-comer the odour of miasmatic 
atmosphere is readily perceptible. It is uncertain whether fever is 
more or less prevalent in wet years, as there is evidence to show that 
in years of iharkedly deficient rainfall, such as 1875, the fever mor- 
tality has been abnormally high. Deaths in 1871 and 1874, both 
years of excessive rain, were about as numerous, but not more so 
than in ordinary years. The Civil Surgeon, Dr. Picachy, seems to 
think that bowel complaints are more often the result of the weaken- 
ing action of fever on the constitution, than original complaints. 
In the hot weather, however, and during the period when the rice 
seedlings are being planted oul^ when the labourers have to remain 
all day up to the knees in water, diarrhcea and dysentery appear 

[Seniena continued on page 435. 
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Sentena continued from page 432.] 

without fever. In the summer months they are often caused by 
unripe fruit, and frequently prepare the way for outbreaks of cholera. 

Bronchocele, or goitre, is very prevalent in some parts of the 
District, and presents itself under the most dissimilar conditions. 
The two areas in which it is most met with lie, one due west of 
the Headquarters Station along the bank ot the Kdsi, and the other 
to the south-west, in the direction of Kadbd and Manihdri. Most 
of the former tract is an open high country, with very few marshes 
or stagnant pools, and a soil essentially sandy. The latter is a 
low, damp, inundated country, with an excess of vegetation and 
swamp, and a soil of the heaviest clay. The points in which they 
coincide are, that they are about equally well cultivated, and have 
a population of Hindus and Musalm£ns mixed in about the same 
proportion, who have very similar habits of life. The drinking 
water in both tracts is obtained chiefly from wells, but partly also 
from dammed-up branches of streams which have their origin in the 
Lower Himalayas. It does not appear, however, what is the nature 
of the ’ strata to which the wells reach, and from which water is 
derived; and there is reason to believe that calcareous beds underlie 
both the clay of the south-east and the sand'of the west The disease 
does not seem to have undergone any abatement from increased 
cultivation ; and medical treatment has not been successful, relapses 
usi^ally succeeding the disuse of medicine. The enlargements of 
the throat are of every description, — small and excessively large, 
soft and indurated, smooth and nodulate. They are also occa- 
sionally partial, only a single lobe of the thyroid gland being 
enlarged. They sometimes attain such a size as to interfere with 
respiration, in a few cases even, to such an extent as to cause suffo- 
cation. This disease often gives rise to a strange reverberation in 
the throat like subdued roaring, so that the approach of a person 
suffering from it may be perceived at some distance. Females 
suffer most from' thfs disease ; nor is it confined to the human sub- 
ject. In the village of Barrora, inhabited mostly by Muhammadans, 
who all are more or less affected by it, dogs (even young puppies), 
horses, and fowls often have thyroid swellings. 

Leprosy can scarcely be. said to be endemic, and does not exist 
among the people to any great extent The cases are scattered, and 
not confined to any particular locality, — ^the subjects being chiefly 
beggars, mostly males and unmarried A male leper is sometimes 
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to be seen accompanied by a healthy-looking woman ; and in this 
way, although all hereditary tendency^ to the disease is denied, there 
^ is strong reason to fear that it is propagated. In April 1875, there 
were two lepers prisoners in the jail, who were full brothers, and 
declared that their parents were free from leprosy. There is no 
evidence of contagion among those lepers whose history has been 
inquired into by the Civil Surgeon. Small-pox is met with, but is 
far less frequent and less severe than in most Bengal Districts. 

Epidemics. — ^The earliest information that I have been able to 
obtain regarding epidemics is derived from the ‘ medical records of 
the jail at Purniah town. Since 1863 these outbreaks have been 
carefully reported on ; and the period since that year may be taken 
as fairly exemplifying the ordinary proportion of years in which 
epidemics have prevailed. Cholera, by its suddenness and severity, 
is the most observable of these calamities ; but it never causes such 
a heavy mortality as a fever epidemic occasionally does. In March 
1863 a very fatal, although not prolonged, attack of cholera appeared 
in the jail. On the 7th of that month 9 men were struck down, 
of whom nearly all died in a few hours. The nuniber of cases 
went on increasing till the 14th, on which day 44 men were 
received into hospital. The mortality was heaviest on the loth, 
with 12 deaths, and on the •13th, with 10. On the i8th the last 
case occurred. In the twelve days during which the epidemic 
lasted, no fewer than 21 1 out of 551 prisoners were attacked; at 
the end of the month 124 were cured, 76 had died, and ii remained 
under treatment. The epidemic was of a virulent type, the stage of 
collapse coming on very rapidly. Of the 76 that died, 23 were carried 
off by the disease at intervals varying from five to fourteen hours. 

The Civil Surgeon, in reporting on the outbreak, says : ^ Terrible 
as it may now appear, this epidemic of cholera has not been so 
destructive as the last that happened here in May 1859. is 

easily manifested by a comparison of the mortality wirh the strength 
«of the jail. From the records of the office I find that, in May 1859, 
die of the prisoners was 310; those attacked by cholera, 

109 ; deaths, 60.’ On the loth of March 1863, as soon as it was 
found that the epidemic was assuming an alarming aspect, the 
Magistrate removed about 200 of the prisoners from the jail, and 
put them under canvas on the race-course. This measure having 
no effect in checking the spread of the epidemic; 154 healthy 
prisoners were marched, on the 13th of March, to Haxdi ghdt, about 
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Com miles to the south of the Station, on the Ganges and Ddijiling 
road, and located under a clump of trees near a running stream of 
water. Even this move did not stop the occurrence of cases of 
cholera among this picked and healthy batch of prisoners ; but it 
seems to have been beneficial, as the number of cases and the 
consequent mortality greatly diminished. There were two cholera 
hospitals, one within the jail walls, and another in a hut in the 
jail garden ; at first the patients in the garden did better than those 
in the jail, but eventually the mortality was much the same in both 
localities. As the Civil Surgeon observed that the prisoners laboured 
under great mental dejection, appearing quite indijOferent to their 
fate, and making no effort to save themselves, all hard labour was 
suspended,, and they were allowed the use of tobacco, and, to divert 
thei^ attention, were permitted to amuse themselves with music. 
The epidemic had been raging for weeks in the District, especially 
at K^irdgol^, before it showed itself in the jail, and during the whole 
of March committed terrible havoc in the native town of Fumiali 
and the surrounding villages. Among a body of labourers employed 
by the executive engineer in making a road near the Station, the 
mortality from cholera was quite as great as in the jail. The Civil 
Surgeon attributed the outbreak to excessive variation of tempera- 
ture during the month, in the early part of which the weather was 
very hot and oppressive by day, easterly winds prevailing, whilst at 
night the wind shifted to the west and was piercingly cold. The 
thermometer stood ^t 88° to 62°, showing a range of 26°. There 
was no rain. In 1864 there was no cholera in the jail, and there is 
no information with regard to the District in general. In 1865 
spasmodic cholera appeared in April. The year 1866 was free from 
epidemic. 

In the spring of 1867 an outbreak occurred, more fatal than any 
recorded. It began on the 27 th April, and of 69 patients, up to 
the 15th May when it stopped, 43 died. In the report of the out- 
break, it is stated that ‘ cholera was destroying whole villages in 
some parts of the District.' There was an absence of the early 
showers of rain. The strong westerly winds which usually blow 
in March and April were absent, and an easterly wind prevailed. 
On the 29th of April a dense fog came on, which was very ■ 
unusual. The thermometer ranged widely : from 101° in the sun 
at 4'P.M. in the beginning of April, it rose to 126° at the same hour 5 
and from 70° in the shade to 85° about 7 a.m. On the 5th May, 
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when cholera was at its height, the thermometer was 85® in the 
morning, and had been increasing' day by day from 129° to 130° 
and 132® in tl^e afternoon. Thus it would seem that sultry weather 
with wide ranges of heat, accompanied by an easterly wind and 
heavy foggy weather, predispose to cholera. On the 2d May, early 
in the course of the outbreak, all the under-trial prisoners, and 100 of 
the most weakly convicts, were selected, and sent out of the jail to 
an encampment about half a mile distant ; and the remainder were 
equally distributed throughout the wards at night. This partial 
removal, however, had no effect in checking the spread of the epi- 
demic ; and there being rather ^ scanty supply of water for washing 
purposes in the encampment, the prisoners were again removed, on 
the 4th May, to Belauri gMt, about two miles from the Station, and 
encamped under a clump of mango trees, near a small river. More 
prisoners were brought out, and at last two-thirds bf the jail popula- 
tion were under canvas. Even this second move did not stop the 
disease, and cases continued to show themselves equally both in the 
camp and jail. It was not until heavy rain fell, about the nth 
May, that the number of patients and the mortality diminished. In 
1868 there was no epidemic in the jail, and little in the District 
In 1869, in which, as the alternate year, cholera was to be expected, 
only a single case occurred in the jail. The medical officer was 
forewarned of an outbreak in the District after the KdrAgdli fair^ 
and immediately took the necessary precautions of clearing out 
wells and tanks, and using whitewash freely. ^The disease in the 
District spread, and took a very severe form. The year 1870, 
according to what had become almost a law of alternate years, was 
free from epidemic disease. 

Cholera broke out again in 1871, but was confined in its greatest 
severity to the south and south-east of the District. The great 
scourge of the year was an epidemic fever, of a bilious remittent 
type, from which the whole population, native and European, 
suffered, and which was attended amongst the former by a heavy 
mortality. The origin of both diseases was supposed to be the 
malarious condition of the atmosphere, arising from the vast col- 
lection of decaying vegetation left behind by the great flood of 
that year. Both diseases commenced in October, soon after the 
cessation of the rains. 

The years (alternate years, it will be observed) 1872 and 1874 
were free from epidemics, and up to the time of writing (March ' 
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1876), no epidemic has appeared. In 1873, the year opened with 
an epidemic of measles, a comparatively fatal disease amongst 
natives, whom it attacks generally at a later age than is the case 
with Europeans. Cholera also was prevalent in the south of the 
District in February after the Kdr^goU fair, where it seems to have 
originated. The Micharram^ which happened to be celebrated at 
aboi t the same time, also assisted to extend the disease. The year 
1875 was as unhealthy as 1871 had been, and cholera and fever were 
equally prevalent, although the latter was a year of excessive rain- 
fall, and 1875 was a period almost of drought The number of 
reported deaths from cholera in 1875 was 2480, as against 148 in 
1874. The mortality caused by fever was reported at 16,302 and 
6784 in these two years respectively. The cholera outbreak was 
in 1875, as in all previous years except 1871, attributed to want of 
sanitation, and perhaps contagion at the Kdrdgold fair. 

Vital Statistics. — For some years past registration of vital 
statistics has been conducted throughout Bengal, District by 
District; but the figures thus obtained are not of sufficient accuracy 
to deserve quotation in this place. However, since January 1873, 
while the general registration by Districts is not discontinued, a 
new system has been introduced, by which less untrustworthy 
statistics are now collected in certain selected areas. For Purniah 
District two rural areas have been taken, one in the Krishnaganj 
and the other in the Ardriyi Subdivision, with a total population of 
19,744 souls. The selected urban area is co-extensive with Pumiah 
town, and has a population of 16,057. During the year 1873 the 
number of deaths registered in the rural area was 523, showing an> 
annual death-rate of 26*48 per thousand, against an average of 
20*04 for all the rural areas in Bengal. In the same year 548 
. deaths were registered in the urban area, or 34*12 per thousand of 
population, against 29*52 in urban ’areas generally. For 1874 the 
rural area shows a death-rate of 12*76, against an average throughout 
Bengal of 21*20; and a birth-rate of 11-04, against an average of 
35*03. The death-rate in Pumiah town was 22*11, against 28*51 ; 
and the birth-rate was 11*30 against 39*60. It is evident from 
these figures that the registration of births is still extremely defective. 
The death-rates support the statement expressed above, that 1873 
was a less healthy year than 1874 i they corroborate the 
common opinion that the general unheaJthiness of Pumiah District 
is excessive, x 
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Cattle Disease. — The following notice of the diseases to which 
cattle are liable in Purniah District has been supplied to me by the 
Civil Surgeon, and, is derived from inquiries made by the subordinate 
native doctors : — Arhdyd^ as its name implies, is a rheumatism last- 
ing for two and a half days. No treatment is considered necessary, as 
it passes off so soon. Ghoma is evidenced by a flow of mucus from 
the nose, attended sometimes with constipation and retentien of 
urine. At other times symptoms the reverse of the latter are ob- 
served, the flow of mucus from the nose being the only characteristic. 
It is a fatal disease, and no effective treatment is known. Gtiii is a 
disease in which the body is covered with eruptions, as in small-pox; 
curds, turmeric, and ddb grass, mixed together, are given. Cherra 
is a form of dysentery, attended by profuse watery motions. A 
little dhuturd fruit pounded up in water is given internally ; also a 
little of a thorny plant called so^. In sardi^ or catarrh, the eyes 
become red and inflamed. Mustard oil is administered internally, 
and sometimes the juice of the dhalfl or goma is mixed up with 
the mustard oil. Ckaumasiyd or chalchapiya is foot-and-mouth 
disease. It consists of an ulceration of the mucus membrane of 
mouth and tongue, and of sores on the feet ; ginger juice or borax 
and honey are applied to the mouth, and the animal is made* 
to stand in water. Maina is a disease common in August and 
September, supposed to originate from the animal eating some 
kind of poisonous grass which causes ^ staggers ’ and intoxication. 
Obstinate constipation is treated with old and dry dhundal leaves 
or jira^ charred and pulverized. For retention of urine, gerd matt 
or yellow ochre is mixed with kdnji or rice, or wheat water, and 
given internally. In cases of pet kamri or colic, salt and ajwdin 
(Ptychotis ajowan) is given internally. 

Indigenous Drugs. — The following are the principal vegetable 
and other drugs found in Pumiahj The scientific names have 
been obtained from the Superintendent of the Botanical Gardens, 
Calcutta: — (i) Alkushi (Mucuna pruriens), taken internally as a 
^ vermifuge; (2) amahuidi (Curcuma zedoaria), the root used as a 
carminative, and to promote digestion; (3) amli (Tamarindus 
Indica), a laxative; (4) amrul (Oxalis comiculata), a cooling medi- 
cine ; (5) anisun (Pimpinella anisum), used as a carminative and to 
promote digestion ; (6) ardsa (Adhatoda vasica), common every- 
where ; a root used in decoction for colds and fevers. (7) Ajwdin 
(Ptychotis ajowan), the seeds used as a carminative and also 
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externally; (8) a^hin (Papaver somniferum), opium, used by the 
native practitioners as an astringent and narcotic. Poppy seeds 
cooked in milk as a nourishing article of diet used by invalids ; the 
oil is used as an external application to soothe pain. {9) Amaltds 
(Cassia fistula), the pulp of the pods much used as a laxative; (10) 
anula emblica), the dried fruit- used as an astringent;’ 
the ripe fruit eaten plentifully as a cure for scurvy, (ii) Aphtemun 
(Cuscuta reflexa), used externally as a discutient, and considered a, 
charid; (12) dk (Calotropis gigantea), the bark of the root is similar 
to ipecacuanha ; it is an excellent remedy in leprosy^ (13) Arsak 
(Coccinea Indica), the scarlet spider, used as an external application 
in herpes circinatus ; (14) hdnslochan (Bambusa arundinacea), used 
as an aphrodisiac; (15) hhildwdn (Semecarpus anacardium), fruit 
eaten when green. The juice of the nut is very acid, and is used as 
an escharotic ; it is much more painful than cantharides ; given 
internally in syphilis. (16) 3 ddranj-boyd (Melissa repens), found in 
the north of the District, and used. as a carminative and a scent; 
( 17 ) banddl (Vitis carnosa), the see'ds and roots used in embroca- 
tion; (18) baridrd (Sida rhomboidea), highly mucilaginous, used in 
dysentery; (19) barun (Crat^va religiosa), fruit and bark used in 
embrocations in rheumatism ; (20) her (Zizyphus jujuba), the seed 
used as astringent in diarrhoea; (21) chuk-MMj (Rumex vesicarius), 
seed of the bladder sorrel, cooling and astringent; (22) Idl chiira 
(Plumbago rosea), vesicatory and stimulant; (23) safed chitra 
(Plumbago zeylanica), vesicatory and stimulant; (24) charas (Can- 
nabis sativa), a resinous exudation, also artificially prepared; a 
narcotic stimulant and aphrodisiac. (25) Dhaniyd (Coriandrum 
sativum), used as a condiment and carminative; (26) dhuturd 
(Datura stramonium), when smoked is excellent in asthma ; (27) 
dudiyd (Euphorbia thymifolia), used as stimulant and laxative; (28) 
eliva (Aloe perfoliata and A. erecta), aloes of a coarse kind used as 
a purgative; '(29) gokhm (Tribulus terrestris), dried seeds and 
capsules, highly mucilaginous ; (30) giima (Leonurus tataricus), the 
root, leaves, and juice bitter, and used as a febrifuge; (31) gurkha-- 
mundi (Sphseranthus mollis), used as an aphrodisiac; (32) gubi 
babund (Anthemis nobilis), found on the northern frontier; used 
in fevers, and as a purgative. (33) Jidlim (Lepidium sativum), 
common cress -seed, used as a stimulant and carminative; (34) 
jamdlgutd (Croton tiglium), the seeds, made into pills with 
ginger and kat-karanja seeds, are a violent purgative; ( 35 ) 
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hichild (Stiychnos-nux- vomica), chiefly used as an aplirodisiac ; 
(36) kayi (Portulaca oleracea), seed used as an astringent in 
cooling drinks; (37) kesru or harsingar (Nyctanthes arbor-tristis), 
given internally in dysmenorrlicea ; (38) kat-karanjd (Ccesalpinia 
bonducella), used as a febrifuge and tonic; (39) kalmi sora^ nitrate 
of potash; given internally, as being cooling, in gonorrhcea 
and fevers. (40) Kdhnaj (Physalis flexuqsa), the seed r.f the 
^flexible Winter cherry, used as a diuretic and hypnotic; (41) kdld- 
ddnd (Phafbitis nil), the black seed is used half - roasted® as a 
purgative; (42) kamranga (Averrhoea carambola), the acid, dried 
fruit given in fevers ; (43) kanghi (Sida graveolens), the root used 
as a diaphoretic; (44) kachndr (Bauhinia variegata), the bark is 
used as a tonic in fevers; {45) mdimlakri (Tetranthera Roxburghii), 
applied to wounds and used as an aphrodisiac ; (46) muraitika-jur 
(Glycyfrhiza glabra), used as a demulcent; (47) mansd-sij (Euphorbia 
nereifolia), the root, mixed with stimulants, is given to cure snake- 
bites ; (48) mdko (Solanum nigrum and S. rubrum), the dried 
berries of both plants are eaten,; the leaves are given in colics ; the 
leaves and roots are used also for fomentations. (49) Methi 
(Trigonella foenum - grascum), the seed is very much used in 
medicine as a stimulant and carminative ; (50) mdjihphal (Quercus 
infectoria), gall nuts; much used externally; an astringent. (51) 

, (Raphanus sativus), used in indigestion; (52) muchras 
(Bombax heptaphyllum), the gum of the simu/ tree, given to 
children as a laxative ; (53) mahdbdri (Zingiber zerumbet), used 
as a stimulant and tonic; (54) makal (Trichosanthes palmata), 
applied externally as a discutient ; (55) chatd mugrd (Gynocardia 
odorata), the seeds used, rubbed up, to apply to the itch ; given 
internally they are emetic and poisonous.. (56) Mahnd (Bassia 
latifolia), the bark used in decoction as an astringent and tonic; 
(57) mUi (white and black), the white is pounded, double refracting 
spar, the black is sulphate of iron, and is astringent ; (58) 72dg 
keswar (Mesua feirea), the dried pistils are used like saffron in 
scents, and the berries in fevers ; (59) nagar mutha (Cyperus junci- 
folius), the roots used in scents, also as a diuretic and sudorific ; 

(60) nllka-phul (Indigofera tinctoria), a decoction from the flowers 
is administered internally in disease of the liver and bowels; 

(61) /d/ pattd (Indigofera rinctoria), the leaves are applied to 
cure bad ulcers, especially in horses ; (62) nagdowna (Artemisia 
Indica), leaves used in decoction as tonics ; (63) ndsdo (Ocimum 



INDIGENOUS DRUGS. 


443 


basilicum), the dried leaves are used as sternutatory; (64) ndspdl 
(Punica granatum), the capsule used as an astringent ; (65) ntrgimdi 
(Vitex negundo), the leaves aromatic and used in decoctions for 
fevers ; (66) nUit (Azadirachta Indica), the bark intensely bitter 
and used in fevers ; (67) nilufar (NyraiDhsea stellata), the dried 
flowers used in decoctions as a sudorific ; (68) palds (Butea from 
dosa), the dried flowers used in dysmenorrhoea ; (69) pipla mor 
(Piper longum), the root of the long pepper; stimulating. (70) 
Papita (Strychnos sancti Ignatii), St. Ignatius’ bean; the seed used 
as a narcotic; stimulating and poisonous. (71) Fhlikdn, super- 
sulphate of alumina and potash alum ; used internally and externally. 

Pdniyala (Flacourtia ramontchi), the small leaves and shoots 
resemble rhubarb in flavour, and are used as gentle astringents ; • 
phalsa (Grewia Asiatica), the fruit cooling, the bark astringent; 
(74) pdpra (Butea frondosa), the large fiat seeds used as an 
anthelmintic and deobstruent; (75) pharrad (Erythrina Indica), 

, the bark is used as a stimulant and tonic, and is very bitter; (76) 
rdi (Sinapis nigra and S. dichotoma), several kinds of mustard-seed 
are much used, both internally and externally ; {77) rmdhi (Ricinus 
communis), castor-oil, used as a common purgative; (78), rengnt 
(Solanum xanthocarpum), the root given in decoction to cure 
fevers ; (79) resha kutmi (Sida mauritiana), the root refrigerant 
and mucilaginous; (81) south (Zingiber officinale), dried ginger; s 
■ extensively used both internally and externally, and in food; 
(82) sehord (Trophis aspera), the bark used as a tonic, and 
supposed to charm away snakes; (83) (Barringtonia 

acutangula), the fruit intoxicating, the root used as an aperient and 
febrifuge ; (84) sonf (Pimpinella anisum), the root used as a car- 
minative and deobstruent ; (85) soya (Anethum sowa), the seed used 
as a carminative and digestive ; (86) strkdy vinegar made from the 
ji^ice of the Borassus flabelliformis ; refrigerant; (87) sahat^ honey; 
much used in medicines ; (88) sarhancM (Alteraanthera sessilis), the 
root stimulant ; also applied to boils and abscesses ; (89) stdikdnta 
(Argemone Mexicana), the fresh juice used to stimulate ulcers ; (90) 
sabzi (Ocimum sanctum) ; demulcent and refrigerant ; (91) sdd 
(Cyperus rotundus), the root used a tonic and as a scent ; (92) sins . 
(Acacia lebbek), the seed used as an astringent in diarrhoea ; (93) 
sukh (Emblica phyllanthes), used as an astringent, and as a condi- 
ment; (94) sarhatta (Solanum melongena), the fruit given as a febri- 
fuge and tonic ; (95) tal makhdna (Asteracantha longifolia), the seeds 
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mucilaginous, tonic, and diuretic ; (96) tejpdt,. a species of Launis ; 
the leaves used as stimulant aromatics ; (97) tukham gadind (Allium 
sativum), a diuretic ; (98) tukhm-kalpha (Portulaca oleracea), common 
purslain \ the seed used as a demulcent and diuretic ; (99) tdlmdll 
(Monochoria monostachya), the root used .as an aphrodisiac and 
restorative; (loo) thdikal (Xanthoch)nnus pictorius), a kind of 
gamboge used as a purgative ; (loi) samsam (Sesamum orieir:^ale), 
the seed used as a demulcent ; (102) tid (Linum usitatissimum), 
the seed used as a demulcent; (103) ushuk (Dorema ammoniacum), 
gum ammonia, used in coughs, and applied externally ; (104) utingan 
(Laportea crenulata), the seed, like coriander, is used in the same 
way ; this is the seed of one of the large acrid nettles very common 
in Nep^, and is an aromatic stimulant. 

A Charitable Dispensary, , the only one in the District, was 
established at Pumiah town in 1847, and is under the charge of a 
native doctor. After several changes it is now located in the Civil 
Station, and is within easy access of the populous native suburb of 
MadhubanL The building itself is described as composed of matting 
and grass, raised on a masoniy foundation three feet high, with 
verandahs. There is a separate ward for females. The attendance of 
patients is fairly large, amounting in 1872 to 115 in-door and 2070 
out-door. In 1873 former number had fallen to 100, while the 
latter had increased to 2764. A marked decrease in the number of 
fever cases treated was attributed to the general want of rain. In 1 8 73 
there were 15 major and 59 minor surgical operations performed. 
Of the in-door patients, 69 left the dispensary cured, 2 relieved, 
and 20 died; in 6 cases the result was unknown. The daily average 
attendance of in-door patients was 5*48, and of out-door patients, 
31*63, Of the former, 65 were Hindus, 31 Muhammadans, i Euro- 
pean, I Eurasian, and 2 of other classes not separately specified ; 
and of the. latter, 1662 were Hindus, 865 Muhammadans, 23 Eura- 
sians, and 214 of other classes. -The total expenditure in 1873 was 
^£^265, 14s. od. ; of which Government contributed, on account of 
salaries, medicines, and other charges, ;^9o, 8s. od. The total income, 
including the Government grant, donations, local subscriptions, and 
other sources of revenue, was £ig 6 , 2s. od. The cash balance in 
hand on the ist January 1874 was ^^105, iis. 6d, besides which 
there was ;^6oo invested, yielding an annuai return of ^^30, The 
native subscriptions amounted in 1873 to ;^i4, 3s. od., as against 
;^42, i8s. od. subscribed by Europeans. 
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A 

Abh^pur, pargand. in Monghyr, 175, 176. 
Aboriginal population, Monghyr, 50, 54; 
Pumiah, 249. 

Absentee landlords in Monghyr, 135. 

Ahw&hs or customary cesses in Monghyr, 
120H127. 

Administrative Divisions, Monghyr, 174, 175; 
Pumiah, 4I4-'4 i6. 

Administrative Headquarters of Monghyr, 
la ; of Pumiah, 256. 

Agarwild caste in-Mongh3rr, 57. 

Age, Population according to, Monghyr, 49 ; 
Pumiah, 245. 

A^kani rice in Pumiah, 283, 284- 
Agricultural implements, Monghyr, 108 ; 
Pumiah, 309, 310. 

Agricultural labourcp . — See Cultivators. 
Agriculture . — See Tillage. 

Akbarpur Rani, pargand in Monghyr, 176. 
Amarthu, pargand in Monghyr, 176. 

Amins, village officials in Monghyr, 79. 
Amdr-Kdsbd, tMnd in Pumiah, 243, 244, 
398, 415. 

Amusements of the people, PumiEpi, 279-281. 
Animals, Domestic, of Monghyr; 107, 108 ; 
of Pumiah, 306-309. 

Amimals, See .Feres I^atura ; Loss of 

life by . — See Deaths. 

Antiquarian remains in Pumiah, 267, 268. 
Ardriyd Subdivision, Pumiah, 244, 380-382, 
413, 415. 

ArinyA, village and tkdnd in Pumiah, 243, 
244, 266, 2^, 398, 415. 

Area of Monghyr, 18, 48 t cultivated, 83, 84, 
103-106 : of Pumiah, 219, 244 ; cultivated. 



Aspects, General physical, Monghyr, 19, 20 ; 
Pumiah, 225, 226. 

Aspects, Medical, Monghyr, 187-212 ; Pur- 
iiiah, 431-444. 

Asurgarh, fort in Pumiah, Ruins of, 267, 268. 


B 

IBdbhan caste in Monghyr, 56, 57 ; in Pur- 
niah, 254. 

Bada BhusArf, pargand in Monghyr, 176. 
Badaur, pargand in Pumiah, 294, 295, 332, 
417, 418. 

Badhwdras, village officials in Monghyr, 79. 
BAghdhar, river in Monghyr, 22. 

BAghmati, khdl in Monghyr, 21. 
BaMdurganj, thdnd in Pumiah, 243, 244, 
398, 415. 

BakrA, river m Pumiah, 227, 229. 

Balance sheets . — See Revenue and Expendi- 
ture. 

BalAsan, river in Pumiah, 227. 

BAldiAbAri, Battle at, 224, 225. 

BaliyA or Begu S^Af, thdnd in Monghyr, 48, 
161, 174 ; dispensary, 209. 

BaliyA, pargand in Monghyr, 176. 
Balmmpur, thdnd in Pumiah, 243, 244, 398, 

415* 

BaniyA caste in Monghyr, 57 ; Pumiah, 254- 
I Banking establishments in Monghyr, 154; 
in Ihimiah, 385. 

Banks of rivers, Monghw, 22, 23. 

Bardhils, village officials in Monghyr, 79. 
BArhighA, town in Mongh)^', 60, 61. 
BarhiyA, town in Mongh^, 60, 61. 
BarijAn^rh, fort in Purmah, Ruins of, 267. 
mart in Pumiah, 379, 
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Banim indigo concern, Pumiah, 371. 
Barsauni, village in^ Puiniah, 412, 413. 
Barsol. village in Pumiah, 260, 

Bdruya, river in Monghyr, 22. 

Basditi, village in Pumiah, School at, 413. 
Bawdra indigo concern, Pumiah, 371. 

Begu Sard! indigo concern, Monghyr, 139. 
B^ Sarii Subdivision, Monghyr, 48, 83, 
143, 172, 174, 175. 

Behar, fargand in Monghyr, 176. 

Belgachi, village in Pumi^, School at, 412. 
Beni Rasalpur, village in Pumiah, 263,. 
Bemigarh fort in Pumiah, Ruins of, 267, 
Bhaaai rice in Pumiah, 282, 283. 
BbagwAnpur indigo concern, Mongh)U’, 139. 
BhAt Cnstc in MonghxT, 57. 

BliarigAon inrligo coricern, Pumiah, 370. 
Bhau^ fargand in Pumiah, 295, 418. 
BhirabAn'-r*. Ifof V 77. 

BhurkA, I:* ! r.; ■: 

BhusAir, fargand in Monghyr, 176. 

Bidri ware, Manufacture of, in Pumiah, 
355-357- 

Birds of Monghyr, 37-44 ; of Pumiah, 238- 
240. 

Bishnupur, village in Monghyr, School at, 172. 
Bisthaj^, fargand in Monghyr, 176. 

Blight in Monghyr, 127; in Pumiah, 341, 

Blind, Number of, Monghyr, 50 ,* Pumiah, 


245, 

Boats in Monghyr, 23, 

Bara rice in Pumiah, 282. 

Boundaries of Monghyr, 18 ; of Pumiah, 
219, 220. 

Brdhma Samij, The, in Mongh)rr, * 
BrAhmans in Monghyr, 55 ; in Amiiah, 

254- 

Buddhists in Monghyr, 49, 59, 60. 
Biirigangal, fargand in Pumiah, 295, 332, 

■ m 418,419- V 

Burigaiigi, nver in Pumiah, 227, 230. 


c 

Calcutta, Exports from Monghyr to. 1 43- 
147 ; from Pumiah, 379. 

Omital and interest, Monghyr, 148, 154; 
rHimiah, 385. 

Card-playing in Pumiah, 279-281 ; names of 
the cards, 281. 

Castes, lists of, in Monghyr, 55-59 ; in Pur- 
niah, 254, 255. 

Cattle disease in Monghyr, 212, 2x5 : in 
Pumiah, 440. 

Census, Educational, in Monghyr, 171-173 ; 
in Pumiah, 412, 413. 

Census of 1872, in Monghyr, 47-50 ; in Pur- 
niah, 242-245. 

Cereal crops, Monghyr, 90-93. 

ChakAi, fargqgtd in Monghyr, 175. 

Chakii, thdnd in Monghyr, 48, 161, 175. I 

ChakAlid, village in Pumiah, 413, ! 


ChakDilawan, fargand in Pumiah, 295, 333, 
419. 

Chandd, in Monghyr, 21, 

Chandan Bhukd, fargand in Monghyr, 176. 

Chandisthdn, shrine m Monghyr, 67. 

Changes in jurisdiction, Monghyr, 18, 19 
Pumiah, 220. 

Changes in river courses, Mongl|\T, 22 
Pumiah, 231-233. 

Chaukidars. — See Police, Rural, 

Chasauda land tenures in Monghyn-iid. 

Chengd, river in Pumiah, 227. 

Chil(hen under twelve . — See Age. 

Cholera, in Monghyr, 129, 130, 187, 195- 
198 in Pumiah, 261, 435-439. 

Christian population, Monghyr, 49, 59, 60 ; 
Pumiah, 245, 255. 

Climate of Monghyr, 187 ; of Pumiah, 431, 
432-. 

Colouring materials in Monghyr . — See Dyes. 

Commerce and trade of Monghyr, 142-142 ; 
of Pumiah, 371-385. 

Communication, Means of, in Monghyr, 135- 
137 ; in Pumiah, 349-354- 

Condition of the people, Material, in Monghyr, 
80-90 ,* in Pumiah, 273-281. 

Conservancy in Monghyr, 210-212. 

Cooking, Processes of, in Monghyr, 87-89. 

Courts, civil and criminal,, in Monghyr, 158 ; 
in Pumiah, 397. 

Criminal statistics, Monghyr, 161-163 1 Pur- 
niah, 400-402. 

Cultivation.*— Tillage. 

Cultimtors, Condition of the, Monghyr, 106, 
107 ; Pumiah, 303-306. 

Customary cesses.— *5/^ Ahvdh. 


D 

DdMzti or gang Tohhery, in Monghyr, 162; 

in Pumiah, 401, 402. 

Ddk pakhar tank in Pumiah, 267. 

Damdahd, fkdnd in Pumiah, 243, 244, 398, 
I —4^5* ^ ^ 

Dank, river in Pumiah, 227, 230. 

Dardrd, fargand in Mongh]^*, 176. 
Daulatpur indigo concern, Monghyr, 139. 
Day-labourers in Monghyr, 108, 109. 

Deaf and dumb. Number of, Monghyr, 50 ; 
Pumiah, 245. 

Deaths by drowning, in Monghyr, 23 ; in 
Pumia6, 233. 

Deaths by wild beasts and snake-bite, Mon-* 
^ghyr, i97r, 198- 

Density of population, in Monghyr. 49 ; in 
Pumiah, ^3. 

Deorli indigo corceraj Pumiah, 371. 
Dewang, mart in Pumiah, 379. 

Dhardrd indigo concern, Pumiah, 370, 371. 
Dharmpur, fargand in Pumiah, 296, 333-335, 
420, 

Dilayvarpur, fargand in Pumiah, 295, 296, 
333/ 419/ 4^. 
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Dholbaja, village in Pumia^, *67. 

Diseases, Monghyr, 188-197 * iWiiah, 432- 
439- 

Dispensaries in Monghyr, 208-2x0 ; in Pur- 
■ niah, 444> 

Domestic animals . — See Animals. 

Dosidhs, an aboriginal race in Monghyr, 

50- ’ 

Dress of the people in Monghyr, 80, 81; in 
Pumiah, 273-276. 

Drought jn Monghyr, 127. 

Drowning,^ Loss of life by. — See Deaths. 
Drugs, Indigenous, Monghyr, 199-204 ; Pur- 
niah, 440-444. 

Duldlganj, mart in Pumiah, 379. 

Duldrgam, market village, Pumiah, 371. 
Dumb, mimber of. — See Deaf and dumb. 
.Dwelltogs of the people in Monghyr, 81 ; in 
Pumiah, 2^278. 

Dyes and dyeing, in Monghyr, 140-142. — See 
also Indigo. 


E 

East India Railway, Monghyr, 137. 
Educatiomd sta,tistics, Monghyr, 165-173 ; 
Pumiah, 404-413. 

Ekambi, market village in Pumiah, 371. 
Emigration and imniigration, Monghyr, 54, 
55 ; Pumiah, 253, 254. 

Endemics and epidemics. — See Diseases. , 

Ethnical division of the people, Monghyr, 
50-54 ; Pumiah, 249-252. 

Ejcpenditure, Monghyr, 155-157 ; Pumiah, 
393-397. ' 

Exports, Monghyr, 142-153; Pumiah, 371- 
377- 


. F 

Fairs in Monghyr, 206, 208 ; in Pumiah, 
260-262, 371. 

Famine of 1770 in Pumiah, 342, 343. 
Famine of 1866 in Monghyr, 127-130. 
Famine of 1874 in Monghyr, 130-134 ; in 
Pumiah, 346-349. 

Famine warnings in Monghyr, 134, 135 ; in 
Pumiah, 349. 

Fathipur Singhid, fargand in Pumiah, 296, 


^335; 4^0. ^r. 

Females. — See Sex. 

Perm Naturce of Monghyr, 35-46 ; of Pur- 
niah, 236-240. 

Fibres in Monghyr, 102, 103 ; in Pumiah, 
290-293. 

Fire-arms, Manufacture of, in Monghyr, 
137, 138. 

Fiscal Divisions. — See Pargands and Tappds, 

Fisheries in Monghyr, 29, 30, 82 ; in Pur- 
niah, 233. 

Fishes of Monghyr, 23, 30. 


Fishing castes and communities in Monghyr, 
29* S8> 59 1 in Pumiah, 255. 

Fishing, Modes of, m Monghyr, 29. 

Floods in Monghyr, 127 ; in Pumiah, 341. 
Food of the people, in Monghyr, 81-89 ; in 
Pumiah, 278, 279. 

Foreign landlords, Monghyr, 135. 

Forests and forest trees of Monghyr, 31, 

. 3 ». 

Forts, Ruins of old, in Pumiah, 267,; 268. 
Fmits and fruit trees in Monghyr, *84, 99, 
102. 

Furniture of the people in Monghyn 8x. 


G 

Gagx^, p^rgand in Pumiah, 296, 297, 336. 
Games. — See Amusements. 

Ganges-home trade of Monghyr, X46-148. 
Ganges river. The, 20, 226, 227, 341. 

Gardri, pargand in Pumi^, 2^, 335, 336, 

421. 

Garhi, pargand in Pumiah, 297, 336, 421, 

422. 

Geological formations, Monghyr, 20, 213- 
216 ; Pumiah, 225, 226. 

Ghdtwdli land tenures in Monghyr, 115, 
119. 

Gidhaur, pargand in Monghyr, 176. 
Gidhaur, town in Monghyr, 71, 72. 

Gidwas indigo concern, Pumiah, 371. 

Girls' schools in Monghjrr, 169; in Piurniah, 
406-409, 41 X, 412. 

Godlds in Monghyr, 57 ; in Pumiah, 254. 
Gogri, thdnd in Monghyr, 48, 160, i6r, 174. 
GondwdrA indigo concern, Pumiah, 370. 
Gondwdrd, thdnd in Pumiah, 244, 3^^ 4x5. 
Gorabandi land tenures in Monghyr, 117, 

X18. 

Green crops in Pumiah, 286, 287. 

Gumdshtds in Monghjrr, 79. 

Gunny-bags, MamSacture of, in Pumiah, 
3S4. 358. 


H 


Halahdr, river in Monghyr, 22. 

Hatandd, pargand in Pumiah, 297, 298, 



4x3. 

Hindu population of Monghyr, 49, 59; of 
Pumiah, 245, 255. 

History of Pumiah. 220-225. 

Holdings, Size of. — See Cultivators, Condi- 
tion of. 

Hot springs in Monghyr, 74-78, 206. 

Houses of the people. — See Dwellings. 
Husbandmen. — See Cultivators. 
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I 

Idiots, Number of, in Monghyr, 50; in 
Pumiah, 245. 

niegal cesses, Monghyr, 120-127. 

Imadpur, fargand in Monghyr, 176, 

Immigration.— Emigration. 

Implements of agriculture, Monghyr, 108 ; 
Pumiah, 30^ 310. 

Imports, Pumiah, 371-380. 

Income and income tax in Monghyr, 154, 
I <5 ; in Pumiah, 385-387. 

Indigenous dra ^. — See Drugs. 

Indigo cultivation, manufacture, etc., in 
Monghyr, 138, 139 ; in Pumiah, 293, 354, 
361-371. 

Indigo factories in Monghyr, 138, 139 ; in 
Pumiah, 367-371. 

Infirms, Number of, in Monghyr, 49, 50 ; in 
Pumiah, 245. 

Insanes, Number of, in Monghyr, 49, 50 \ in 
Ptuniah, 245. 

Interest , — See Capital. 

Inundations . — See Floods. 

Ironworks in Monghyr, 137, 138. 

Irrigation, Monghyr, 23-29. 

IsHmrdri land tenures in Pumiah, 318, 319. 


J 

Jdglrs in Monghyr, 115, 116, 119 ; in Pur- 
niah, 323. 

Jail manufactures, Monghyr, 164, 165 ; Pur- 
niah, 40^, 404. 

Jail statisucs, General, Monghyr, 161-165; 
Pumiah, 401-404. 

Tains in Monghjr, 60. 

* amdlpur, town in Monghyr, 60, 61, 72-74. 

' amiii Subdivision, Monghyr, 48, 83, 172, 175. 

Jamtil, town and thdnd In Mongh)nr, 48, 60, 
61, 69-71, i6i, 175 ; dispensary, 210. 

J^un^ river in Pumiah, 227, 230. 

jeth rayais in Monghyr, 80 ; in Pumiah, 
272, 273. 

J ungle products in Monghyr, 32-34. 
urisdiction of Monghyr, 18, 19 ; of Pumiah, 
220. 

Jute, Cultivation of, in Pumiah, 290-293 ; 
markets, 293, 379 ; export and import of, 
377 - 379 - 


K 

Kdbar Lake, The, in Monghyr, 23, 83. , 

Ka^irdjs^ or native doctors, in Monghyr, 198, 
199. 

jfargattd in Pumiah, 298, 299, 337, 
423, 424. 

Kadbd, tkdnd in Pumiah, 243, 244, 398, 415, 
Kaibarita, caste in Pumiah, 254. 

Kajra, fargand in Monghyr, 177. 

Kdld Kdsi, river in Pumicm, 227, 229. 

\ 


Kalidganj, thdnd in Pumiah, 243, 244, 398, 

415- 

Kaltai indigo concern, Pumiah, 371. - 
KdndiSf viUage officials in Monghyr, 79, 80. 
Kankdi, river in Pumiah, 227, 231. 

Kankjol, pargand in Pumiah, 299, 337, 424. 
JCdndngos in Pumiah, 268, 269. , 

KdrdgoU, village in Pumiah, Fair at, '260- 
263, 371. 

Kasii, river in Monghyr, 22. 

Kdsbd, market village in Pumiak 263, 371. 
KAsimpur, pargand in Pumiahf?299, 300, 


,337.424- 

Katiyar, pargand in Pumiah, 300, 337, 424, 

425- 

Kausaki, ancient name of the Kiisi river, 


q.v. 

Kayasth caste in Monghyr, 57; in Pumiah, 

254- 

Kdzis in Pumiah, 273. 

Keul, river in Monghyr, 20, 21, 22.' 

Khajrd, village in Rimiah, School at, 413. 
Kharakpur irrigation works, Monghyr, 24- 
29. 

Khaiakpm^pargand in Monghyr, History of, 
177-183. 

Kharakpur, thdnd in Monghyr, 48, 160, 
174 ; dispaisary, 209, 210. 

KhargariA, ihdl in Monghyr, ai. 

Khatri, caste in Monghyr,- 56. ' 

Kherhi, pargand in Monghyr, 183. 

Khira, village in Monghyr, 17a. 

KholrA, fargand in Purniah, 300, 338, 425. 
Koeris, m Monghyr, 51, 58 ; in ftimiah, 
254* 255. 

KolAsi indigo concern, in Pumiah, 367-370. 
Krishnaganj Subdivision, Pumiah, 244, 382, 

,383. 413. 415. 416. 

Krishnaganj, town and thdnd in Pumiah, 
243, 244, 265, 266, 371, 379, 398, 415. 
Kshattnya caste in Monghyr, 55, 56. 
KvmanpuT, pargand in Pumiah, 300, 338, 

425. 426. 

KAsi, river in Purniah, 227, 228, 231-233, 

341. 


L 

Labourers . — See Cultivators and Day. 

Lakes, etc., in Monghyr, 23 ; in F^miah, 

, 233. 234. 

Lakhanpur, pargand in Monghyr, 183. 
ZAkhirdj land tenures in Mongh)^, 116 ; in . 
Purai^, 328, 330. 

Lakhpura, tappd in Pumiah, 300, 301, 338, 
426. 

Land measures, Monghyr, 112 ; Pumiah. 

^ 3 i 4 » 3 XS» 331-340. 

Land revenue of Monghyr, 156, 158; of 
Pumiah, 387-396. 

Land tenures, Monghyr, ^14-119 ; Pumiah, 

^ 315-331- 

Landless labouring classes in Monghyr, 112- 
114. 
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Leopards in Pumiah, 238, 

Lepers, Number of, in Monghyr, 50 ; in 
Pumiah, 245. 

Leprosy in Monghyr, 191-195 ; in Pumiah, 
435. 436- 

Little Gandak river, Monghyr, 20, 21, 22. 
Loss of life by drowning and wild beasts. — 
See Deaths. 


M 


MahiUt Kharakpur . — See Kharakpur. 
Mahdnandd, river in Pumiah, 227, 22^ 
231. 

Mahendrapur indigo concern, Pumiah, 370. 
Mahinagar, pargand in Pumiah, 301, 338, 

339. 426. 

Mainanagar indigo concern, Pumiah, 370. 
Maldah, pargand in Monghyr, 183, 
Maldawar, pargand in Pumiah, 301, 339, 
426, 427. 

Males.— Sex. 

Malki, pargand in Monghyr, 183. 

Mallahpur, village in Monghyr, school at, 
172. 

Mdlnipahir, in Monghyr, ^ot springs at, 

77. 78- 

Mamdf, village in Monghyr, 171, 172. 
Mammalia of Monghyr, 35-37 ; of Pumiah, 
236-238. 

Man. river in Monghyr, 20, 22. 

Mandals, or village head-men, in Pumiah, 
272. 

Manihdrf, thdnd in Pumiah, 244, 398, 415. 
Manjhaul indigo concern, Monghyr, 138, 
i39‘ 

Manufactures of Monghyr, 137-139 ; of Pur- 
niah, 354-371. 

Mard Huan, river in Pumiah, 227. 

^Markets, Principal, in Pumiah, 293, 383. 
Marshes, in Monghyr, 23 ; in Pumiah, 233, 


Mdrwdrfs, in Monghyr, 57. 

Masjfdpur, pargand in Monghyr, 183. 
Material condition of the people, in Monghyr, 
80-90 ; in Pumiah, 273-281. 

Matiydrf, thdnd in Pumiah, 243, 244, 398, 

415* 

Measures, in Monghyr, 112 ; in Pumiah, 313- 
315* 

Mechanics . — See Manufacturing classes. 
Mechf, river in Pumiah, 227, 230. 

Medical aspects, Monghyr, 1,87-212 ; Pur- 
niah, 431-444. 

Meteorological statistics, Monghyr, 187-190 ; 

Pumiah, 431-434. 

Minerals in Monghyr, 31. 

Missionary efforts in Monghyr, 60. 
Monghyr (Mungir) District— 

Geographical Situation, Area, and Boun- 
daries, 17, 18 ; Jurisdictions, 18, 19 ; 
Physical Aspects, 19. ao; River System, 
20-22 ; Deaths by Drowning, 23 ; Lakes 
and Marshes, 23 ; Irrigation, 23, 24 ; The 


VOL. XV. 


Monghyr District— 

Kharakpur Irrigation Works, 24-29 ; Fish- 
eries, 29, 30 ; Minerals, 31 ; Forest Tracts, 
3i» 32 I Jungle Products, 32-34 ; Pasture 
Grounds, 34, 35 ; Ferce Natures, 35-46 ; 
Population — Early Estimates, 46, 47; 
Census of 1872 — its Agency and Results, 
47-49 ; Classification according to Sex and 
Age, 49, 50 ; Ethnical Division, 50 - 54 
Aboriginal and Hill Tribes, 54 ; Emigra- 
tion and Immigration, 54, 55 ; Hindu 
Castes, 55-59 ; Religious Division of the 
People, 59, 60 ; Division into Town and 
Country, 60, 61 ; History of Monghyr 
(Mungfr) Town, 62-69 I JamiH, Gidhaur, 
and Jamdlpur, 69-74; Hot Spnngs in 
Sftdkund and Rishikund, etc., 74-78 ; 
Village Institutions, 78-80 ; Material Con- 
dition of the People — Dress and Dwellings, 
80, 81 ; Food, 81-87 1 Processes of Cook- 
ing, 87-89 ; Musical Instruments, 89, 90 : 
Agriculture — Rice Cultivation, 90, 91; 
Other Cereals, 91-93 ; Opium Cultivation, 
etc., 93-101 ; Fruit Trees, 99-102 ; Fibres, 
102, 103 ; 'Cultivated Area, Out-turn of 
Crops, etc., 103-106; Condition of the 
Peasantry, 106, 107; Domestic Animals, 
107, 108 ; Agricultural Implements, 108 ; 
Wages and Prices, 108-112 ; Weights and 
Measures, 112 ; Landless Day-Labourers, 
112-114 ; Land Tenures, 114-119 ; Rates 
of Rent, 119, 120 ; Abwdbs or Customary 
Cesses, 120-127 ; Natural Calamities — 
Droughts, Floods and Blights, 127 ; Famine 
of 1866, 127-130 ; Scarcity of 1874, 130- 
134;' Famine Warnings, 134, 135 ; Foreign 
and Absentee Landlords, 135 ; Roads, 135- 
137; Railways, 137; Manumctures — ^Fire- 
arms, Indigo, etc., 137-140; Colouring 
Materials, 140-142 ; Commerce and Trade, 
142-153 ; Capital and Interest, 148, 154 ; 
Incomes and Income Tax, 154, 155 ; 
Revenue and Expenditure, 155-157 ; limd 
Revenue, 158 ; Civil and Criming Coiuts, 
158 ; Oi>eration of the Rent Law, 158 ; 
Police and Jail Statistics, 158-165 ; Educa- 
tional Statistics, 165-173 ; Postal Statistics, 
173 ; Administrative Divisions, 174, 175 ; 
List of PargandSt 175-187 ; Climate, 
Temperature, and Rainfall, 187-190 ; En- 
demic and Epidemic Diseases, 188, 191- 
197 ; Mortuary Statistics, 197, 198 ;■ ICaH- 
rdjs, 198, 199 ; Indigenous Drugs, 199-204; 
Vaccination, 204-207 ; Fairs, 2<^2o8 ; 
Charitable Dispensaries, 208-210 ; Con- 
servancy and Sanitation, 210-2x2 ; Cattle 
Diseases, 212, 213 ; Geological Formation, 
213-215. 

Monghyr (Mfingfr) town and thdnd, 48, 60, 
61, 160, 174 ; description and history of, 
62-69; banking establishment in, 154; 
dispensary, 208, 209. 

Monghyr pargand, 183, 184. 

Mortality. — See Vit^ Statistics. 

Mountains. — See Hills. 
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Muhammadan rule in Purniah, 321-225. 

Muhammadans in Monghytj 49, 59 ; in Pur- 
niah, 345, 355, 

Mukaddams or village heads in Monghyr, 
80. 

Mukarruri land tenures in Monghyr, 116 ; 
in Purniah, 321, 322. 

Mtmpr. — See Monghyr. 

Municipal police . — See Police. 

Munsh^ indigo concern, Purniah, 370. . 

Mi^sdhars, an aboriginal race in Monghyr, 
SO. 

MusalmAns . — See Muhammadans. 

Musical instruments of iSdonghyr, 89, 90. 

Miusailarpur, village in Monghyr, School at, 
171. 


N 

Ndgar, river in Purniah, 2^, 230. 
Ndgaiidhdr, river in Pumi^, 227. 

N4ipur,‘ fafgand in Monghyr, 184. 

Nakti, river in Monghyr, 22. 

NarhAt, fargaitd in Monghyr, 184. 

NAthpur indigo concern, Purniah, 371. 
Native Christians in Monghyr, 60. 

Native physicians in Monghyr, 198, 199, 
Natural calamities, Monghyr, 127-135 ; Pur- 
niah, 341-349. 

Navasindds, village officials in Monghyr, 79. 
NawAbganj, town in Purniah, 259, 371. 
Nekraard, Fair at, 371. 

NepAl, Trade between Puniiah and, 380- 
pS ; routes, 383, 384. 

N%anj indigo concern, Purniah, 370. 

o 

Ocaipancy rights.— Rent law. 
Occupations of the people in Purniah, 245- 
249. 

Op^tion of rent law , — See Rent law. 

Opium cultivation in Monghyr, 93-99 ; profit 
of, 100, lOI. 

Ornaments worn in Purniah, 274. 

Out-turn of crops in Monghyr, 103-106 ; in 
Purniah, 293-303. 


p 

PanAr, river in Purniah, 227, 228, 229. 

Paper, M^ufacture of, in Purniah, 358, 359. 

ParamaniJts^ or head-men in Purniah, 273. 

ParbatpArA, pargand in Monghyr, 185. 

Pargands (Fiscal Divisions), List of, in Mon- 
ghyr, 17^-187 ; in Purniah, 416-431. 

Pargands m Monghyr, Rates of rent in the 
different, 119, 120. 

Pargands in Purniah, Number of villages 
and faivtidris in the different, 269-271. 

Pargands in Purniah, List of, with cultivated 
area and out-turn of crops in each, 294- 


303 ; land measures in the different, 314, 
3*S» 332-340 i rates of rent in the different, 
332-341. 

ParwAn (or KatM), river in Purniah, 227, 
229. 

Pasture-grounds in Monghyr, 34, 35; in 
Purniah, 234-236. 

Patni land tenures in Purniah, 3x9-321. 

Patwdrb in Monghyr, 78, 79 ; in Purniah, 
26^271, 

PawakhAU, pargand in Purniah, 301, 339, 
427. ^ 

Peasantry. — See^ Cultivators. 

PharkiyA, in Monghyr, 185, 186. 

Pirganj indigo concern, Purniah, 370. 

Pitanu, river in Purniah, 227, 230. 

Police circles in Monghyr, 160-161 ; in Pur- 
niah,* 398. 

Police, Municipal, Monghyr, 159 ; Purniah, 

399. 400. 

Police, Rural, Monghyr, 159, 160 ; Purniah, 

400. ' 

Police statistics. General, Monghyr, 158- 
161 ; Purniah, 397-402. 

Population, Monghyr — Early estimates, 46, 
47 ; Census of 1872, 47-49 ; density of, 49 ; 
classification of, according, to sex and age, 
49, so; ethnical division of, 50, 54; reli- 
gious division of, 59, 60 ; division of, into 
town and country, 60, 61 : Purniah—' 
Early estimates, 240-242 ; Census of 1872, 
242-244; densityof,243, 244; classification 
of, according to sex and age, 245 ; accord- 
ing to occupation, ^5-249 ; ethnical divi- 
sion of, 249-252 ; religious division of, 255, 
256 ; division of, into town and country, 
256. 

Postal statistics, Monghyr, 173 ; Purniah, 
413, 414. . 

Prices in Monghyr, 109-1 12 ; in Purniah, 
312, 313- 

Primary education in Monghyr, 168-171 ; in 
Purniah, 404, 408-413. 

Protection to person and property.-— 5/^ 
Courts. 

Purniah District — 

Geographical Situation, Area, and Boun- 
daries, 219, 220; Jurisdiction, 220; History * 
of the District, 220-225 ; Physical Aspects, 
^S, 226 ; River System, 226-231 ; Changes 
in the River Courses, 231-233 •; Deaths by 
Drowning, 233 ; Fisheries, 233 ; Lakes and 
Marshes, 233, 234; Pasturage Grounds, 
234-236 ; Perce Natures, 236-240 ; Popula- 
tion — Early Estimates, 240-242 ; The 
Census of 1872 — its Agencies and Results, 
242-244; Cl^'fication according to Sex 
and Age, 245 ; according to Occupation, 
245 -249; Ethnical Division, 249-252; 
Emigration and Immigration, 253, 254 ; 
Hindu Castes, 254, 255; RdigiousDivisiom 
of the People, 255, 256; Division into 
Town and Country, 256 ; Purniah Town, 
256-259 ; Other Towns and Villages, 259- 
268 ; Village Institutions, 268-273 i Mate- 
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PCTRNrAH DiSTKicr— -continued. 
rial Condition of the People — Dress, 5^73- 
276 ; Dwellings, 276-278 ; Food, 278-279 ; 
Amusements, 279-281 ; Agriculture — ^Rice 
Cultivation, 281-286 ; Green Crops, 286, 
287 ,* Vegetables, 287, 288 ; Tobacco Cul- 
tivation, 288-290; Jute, 290-293; Cultivated 
Area and Out-turn of Crops, 293-303 ; 
Condition of the Cultivators, 303-306 ; 
Domestic Animals, 306-309 ,* Agricultural 
Implements, 310 ; Wages and Prices, 
310-313 ; Wmghts and Measures, 313-315 ; 
Land Tenures, 315-331 ; Rates of Rent, 
331-340 ; Operation of the Rent Law, 340, 
341 ; Natural Calapaities — 'Floods and 
Blights, 341, 342 ; Famines of 1770 and 
1874, 342-349; Famine Warnings, 349; 
Means of Communication, 349-354, Manu- 
factures — (Bidri Ware, etc.) 3S4*-36o; In- 
digo Manufacture, 360371 ; Trade and 
Commerce, 371-385 ; Capital and Interest, 
385 ; Incomes and Income Tax, 385-387 ; 
Land l^evenue, 387-393 ; Revenue and 
Expenditilre,, 393-397 I Civil and Criminal 
Courts, 397 ; Operation of the Rent Law, 
397; Police and T^^l Statistics, 397-404; 
EduQational Statistics, 45H-413 ; Postal 
Statistics, 413, 414; Administrative Divi- 
' sions, 414-416 ; List of Pargands, 416-431 ; 

Climate, Temperature, Rainfall, etc., 431- 
’ 434 ; . Endemic and Epidemic Diseases, 
435-439 1 Vital Statistics, 439 ; Cattle 
Disease, 440 ; Indigenous Drugs, 440-444 ; 
Charitable Dispensary, 4^. 

Pumiah, town and ihdnd in Pumiah, 219, 


243. 244, 256-259, 293, 3^, 415; ^ 

Putmi lAkhirdj, village in Pumiah, 263. 


Riiganj, ihdnd in Pumiah, 415. 

Railway goods traffic, Monghyr, 148-153. 

Railways in Monghyr, 137. 

Rainfall in Monghyr, 190 ; in Pumiah, 431, 
434* ' 

Rdjmohan, river in Pumiah, 227. 

Rijputs in Pumiah, 254. 

Rdmnds, or grassy plains of Pumiah, 234, 236. 

Riniganj, town and thdnd in Pumiah, 243, 
244, 266, 371, 379- 398* 

Ratud, river in Pumiah, 227, 231. 

Religious divisions of the people, Monghyr, 
59, 60 ; Pumiah, 255, 256. 

Rent law of Beng^, Operation of, in Mon- 
ghyr, 117, 158 ; in Pumiah, 340, 341, 397. 

Rent of land, Rates of, in Monghyr, 119, 
120 ; in Pumiah, 331-340- 

Reptiles in Monghyr, ^-46. 

Revenue and expenditure, Monghyr, 155- 
157; Pumiah, 393-397- 

Rice cultivation in Monghyr, 83, 84, 90, 91 ; 
in Pumiah, 281-285, 293. 

Rice, Preparation of, in Pumiah, 285, 286, 


Rice, Varieties of, in Monghyr, 90, 91 ; in 
Pumiah, 281-284. 

Rights of occupancy. — See Rent I-aw. 
Rishikund, Hot spring at, in Monghyr, 76, 

‘ 77 ; fair at, 206. 

Rivers of Monghyr, 20-23 J Pumiah, 226- 

233* 

River traffic in Monghyr, 146-148 ; in Pumiah. 
372-380. 

Roads in Monghyr, 135-137 ; in PurniaJi, 
349-354. 

Roh, pargand in Monghyr, 186. 

Ruins of old forts in Pumiah, 267, 268. 
Rural police. — See Police. ‘ 


S 

Sadgops, a caste of cultivators in Pumiah, 
2SS- 

Sadr or Headquarters Subdivision, Monghyr, 
48,83, 17X, 172, 174; Pumi^, 244, 412-415. 
Sahara indigo concern, Pumiah, 370. 

Sahrui, fargand in Monghyr, 186, 

Sdifganj Pirwaha, village in Pumiah, 267. 
Siffganj, village in Pumiah, 263-26*;. 

Sdff Khdn, Govemor.of Pumiah, 2-1 r, 222, 
Sakhrabadi, pargand in Monghyr, 186. 
Salimibid, pargand in Monghyr, 186. 

Sdtis, The, a village official in Monghyr, 79. 
Samye, pargand in Monghyr, 187. 

Sanitation in Monghyr, 210-212. 

Saurd, river in Pumiah, 227, 

Schools. — See Educational statistics. 

Sex, Population according to, Monghyr, 49 ; 
Pumiah, 245. 

Shdhpur, pargand in Pumiah, 301, 302, 427, 

428. 

Shaikhpurd, town and ihdnd in Monghyr, 
48, 60, 61, 161, 175. 

Shihmi, land tenures in Monghyr, 117 ; in 
Pumiah, 317, 318. 

Sikandrd, ihdnd in Monghyr, 48, i6x, 175, 
Sindiiriyd, caste in Pumiah, 254. 
Sirdj-ud-Dauld, Governor of Pumiah, 223- 

225- 

Simia, village in Pumiah, 263, 

Sitdkund hot spring, 74-76 ; fair at, 206. 

Size of holdings. — See Cultivators, Condition 
of. 

Slate quarries in Monghyr, 139, 140. 
Snake-bite, Deaths from.-— Deaths. 
Snakes. — See Reptiles. 

Soil of Pumiah, 225, 226, 288, 

Spirit distillation in Pdrniah, 359, 360. 
Springs, flot, in Monghyr, 74-7S. 206. 
Srimdns, or rent-coUectots, in Pumiah, 271, 
272. 

Snpm, pargand in Pumiah, 302, 339, 428, 

429. 

Subdivisional administration, Monghyr, 174, 
175 ; Pumiah, 414-416. 

Sujd, village in Monghyr, 172. 

Sultdnpur iqdigo concern, Pumiah, 37a 
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SuliAnpur, pargand in Pumiah, 302, 339, 
340, 428. 

Surajgarhd, pargand in Mongh^, 187, 

Surajgarhi, town and thdnd in Monghyr, 
48, 60, 6x, 160, 174. 

Swr^y&Tpwr, pargand in Pumiah, 302, 339, 429, 
430 ‘ . 

Swords, Manufacture of, in Monghyr, 137, 
138. 

T 

TijpuTt ^rgand iri*Pumiah, 303, 340, 430. 

TdluAs m wniidt, 317-319. 

Taingh 4 tf, village in niraiah, 413, 

Tdnu caste in Pumiah, 255. 

Tax, Income . — Set Incomes. 

TegrA, tAdnd in Monghyr, 48, 161, 174. 

Temperature of Monghyr, 187-189 ; of Pur- 
niah, 431-433- 

Tenures of land.— Land. 

TerikA&tdi, pargand in Pumiah, 303, 340, 
430, 431. 

TAdnds.See Police circles. 

Tigers in Pumiah, 236-238. 

TiljugA, river in Monghyr, 21, 22. * 

Tillage, Monghyr — Rice cultivation, 90, 91 ; 
other cereal crops, 91-93; opium cultiva- 
tion, etc., 93-99; fruit trees, 99, 102; fibres, 
102, 103 ; cultivated area and out-turn of 
crops, etc., 103-106 ; implements of, 108 : 
Pumiah— Rice cultivation, 281-286 ; green 
crops, a86, 287 ; vegetables, 287, 288 ; 

. tobacco, 288-2^; jute, 290-293; cultivated 
area and out-tura of crops, 293-303 ; im- 
plements of, 309, 31a 


Tobacco cultivation in Monghyr, 144; in 
Pumiah, 288-290, 293. 

Towns in Monghyr, 60-74 1 Pumiah, 256- 
268. 

Trade of Monghyr, 142-153 ; of Pumiah, 

371-385- 


V 

Vaccination in Mongh)^, 204-207. 

Vagabond castes in Monghyr, 59. 

Varieties of rice . — See Rice. 

Vegetables in Pumiah, 287, 288, 293. 

Village institutions and officials in Monghyr, 
78-80 ; in Pumiah, 268-273. 

. Villages, Number of, in h^onghyr, 60. 
Village watch. Police, Rural 
Vital statistics, Monghyr, 197, 198 ; Pur- 
niah, 439, 


w 

Wages and prices in Monghyr, 108-112 ; in 
Pumiah, 310-313. 

Weights and measures in Monghyr, 112 ; in 
Pumiah, 313-315. 

Wild animals — see Fens Natures; loss of 
life by — sec Deaths, 


z 

Zatninddris in Monghyr, 115, 116 ; in Pur- 
niah, 316, 317. 
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